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The Co GUEST of MEXICO, by 
HERNANDO CoRTES. —_ 


CHAP XVH- 
His entrance into Mexico and meeting with Motezu- 
ma, who afterwards confers with bim at his quar= 
ters, and grants an audience in the royal palace, 
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N the Sth day of November, in the year 1 
1519, early in the morning, the army be- . 
gan its march in the accuſtomed order, — 
leaving on one ſide the city of Magiſcat- 1 

zingo, ſituated on the water, and on the other ſe 7 

Cuyoacan, until at length they diſcovered the _ 

great city of Mexico, elevated above the reſt with 387 

an air of dominion. When they had marched 1 

about half way, they were met by above four thou- 1 

ſand nobles and officers of the city, who came out 3 

to receive them; and, having paid their obedi- ; 1 

ence, advanced again before the troops. At a 1 

Vol. II. I | e $2.4 


2 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
little diſtance from Mexico was a bulwark of ſtone, 
which took up all the breadth of the cauſeway, upon 


another part of which were, the gates, termina 3 
by a draw- bridge, which, with a ſecond fortificl- 
tion, defended the entrance of the city. As ſoon 


as the nobles paſſed to the other ſide of the bridge, 
they fell back, making a lane for the army to march, 
and then appeared a ſpacious ſtreet of houſes uni- 
formly built, the windows and batilements of which 
were full of ſpectators, though the ſtreet itſelf was 
quite empty, by order of Motezuma, who reſolved 
to come and receive Cortes in perſon, as a mark of 
articular favour, _ PRES 

T he Spaniards had ſcarce entered the city, when 

they perceived the firſt troop of the royal retinue, 


; conſiſting of two hundred noblemen of Motezuma's 
family, uniformly clothed, and adorned with great 


plumes of feathers : they approached in two files, 
with remarkable ſilence and compoſure, without 
lifting their eyes from the ground, and as they 
drew near, fell back on each ſide. Then appeared 
afar off a larger company, better drefſed, in the 


midſt of which was Motezuma, carried on the 
ſhoulders of his favourites, in a chair of burniſned 


gold, ſurrounded with various plumage beautifully 
arranged. Four perſons of diſtinction held over 
him a canopy of green feathers, interwoven with 


ornaments of filver, and he was preceded by three 
officers with golden rods, which they lifted up from 


time to time as a ſignal of the king's approach, that 


all might proſtrate themſelves and hide their heads. 
Cortes diſmounted before they met, and Motezuma 
lighting from his chair at the fame time, ſome In- 
dians went before, ſpreading. carpets, that his ſa- 

- ered feet might not touch the ground. He came 
forward with a ſlow and ſolemn pace, leaning upon 


nis couſins the princes of Iztacpalapa and Tezeuco, 
Lens ne 5 | was 


* „ 
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was of a good preſence, about forty years of age, of 
a middle ſtature, and a conſtitution: rather delicate 
than robuſt, His noſe was aquiline, his complexi- 
on remarkably fair among the Indians, his hair 
reached a little way below his ears, and his eyes 
were lively, though his look ſeemed majeſtic and 
thoughtful. He wore a mantle of the fineſt cotton, 
tied carelèſsly on his ſhoulders, that covered the 
greateſt part of his body, the end trailing upon the 
ground, and his robe was in a manner covered with 
gold, pearls, and precious ſtones. In lieu of a 
crown, he wore a kind of mitre of light gold, and 
on his feet were ſhoes of the ſame metal, bound 
| with ſtudded ſtraps, that came round part of his 
leg, like the military ſandals of the Romans. 
Cortes advanced with becoming baſte, and made 
a profound reverence, which Motezuma returned 
in the manner of his country, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the Indians, who had never before known ſuch 
an inſtance of condeſcenſion in any of their princes, 
| much leſs in their emperor, who would ſcarcely 
bend his neck to the gods. Hernan had put over 
| his coat of mail a chain of elaſs, curiouſly ſet to- 
gether, in imitation of diamonds and emeralds, which 
| he reſerved as a preſent for the firſt audience; and, 
being cloſe to the king, he threw it about his neck. 
The princes who ſupported him, interpoſed with' 
ſome emotion, ſignifying, that it was not Jawful 
to approach fo near the emperor ; but Motezuma 
reprimanded them, and accepted the preſent as a 
jewel of ineſtimable value, in acknowledgment for 
which, he, with his own hands, put upon Hernan's 
neck, a very rich, ornament of Crimſon ſhells, join- 
ed together with great art, at every one of which 
hung four crabs of gold, of excellent workmanſhip. 
Cortes made a ſhort ſpeech fitted to the occaſion, 
and Motezuma having anſwered it conciſely, com- 
B 2 . 
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manded one of his ſupporters to conduct the ſtran- 
ger to his lodging, while he himſelf leaning on the 
other, went to his chair, and returned to the pa- 
daß, 

The quarters provided for the Spaniards were in 
one of the royal houſes, built by the father of Mo- 
tezuma, ſo large as to lodge the whole army: the 
walls were of ſtone, very thick, and flanked with 
ſome towers, which rendered it very defenſible : 
ſome chambers were furniſhed with cotton hang- 
ings, of various colours ; the chairs were of wood, 
each being cut out of one piece ; the bedſteads were 

rovided with curtains like pavilions, the bottoms 
of the beds were of palm=-mats, and the bolſters of 
the ſame rolled up. Cortes, who entered the quar- 
ters a little after twelve at noon, having diſtributed 
his guards, and lodged his artillery, found a ſplen- 
did banquet prepared for him and his captains, and 
reat ſtore of proviſions for the ſoldiers, with ma- 
ny Indians who ſerved them in profound filence 
and exact order, In the evening he was viſited by 
. Motezuma, who came with the ſame pomp and 
equipage we have already deſcribed, and was re- 
ceived in the principal ſquare of the houſe, by Her- 
nan, who attended him at the door of his apart- 
ment, where he made a profound reverence. Mo- 
tezuma, taking his ſeat with an air of majeſty, or- 
dered a chair to be brought for Cortes, and the 
company retiring to one ide, he is ſaid to have 
ſpoke to this effect : 

«© Before you deliver your embaſly, illuſtrious 
& captain and valiant ſtranger, let you and I lay 
c“ afide thoſe prejudices we have imbibed of each 
© other, from the miſinformation of common re- 
& port. In ſome places you have been told that I | 
% am a god, that my power is invincible, and my 


„ niches immenſe; that my palaces are covered 
wy with 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 5 
with gold, and that the earth groans beneath the 
weight of my treaſure: upon other occaſions you 


have heard that I am a tyrant, unjuſt, inſolent, 
and cruelj but you have been impoſed upon by 


both repreſentations : this arm of fleſh and blood 


news that I am mortal, and theſe walls and roofs 
of ſtone and lime, demonſtrate that my. palaces 
ate not made or covered with gold. From theſe 
inſtances you may conclude, that the account of 


my vices is likewiſe exaggerated, by the malice 


of my enemies. and ingratitude of my rebellious 
ſubjects. In like manner we have received vari- 
ous informations of your nature and conduct. 
Some have athrmed, that you are gods who graſp 
the thunder, command the elements, and com- 
pel the wild beaſt to obey your directions; others 
have repreſented you as proud, vindictive, volup- 
tuous, and tranſported with an inſatiable thirſt 
after the gold which our country produces: yet 
now | ſee I have been alike deceived by theſe dif- 
ferent accounts. You are made like other men, 
though diflinguithed from us by the peculiarities 
of your own country. The beaſts that obey you 
are large deer, tamed and trained up to diſcipline. 
Your arms, that reſemble lightening, I con- 
ceive to be barrels of metal, and their effect, like 
that of our Sarbacans, proceeds from comprel- 
ſed air ſtriving for a vent: the fire, noiſe, and 
ſmoke are owing to inchantment. I am likewiſe 
informed by my ambaſſadors and ſervants, that 
you are courteous and religious, and your reſent- 
ments are founded on-reaſon ; that you are vali- 
ant and inured to hardſhips, and, among other 


virtues, diſplay liberality, which never exiſts in a 


covetous mind. In a word, we believe that the 
great prince you obey 1s deſcended from Que- 
zal coal, lord of the ſeven caves of the Navatla- 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 
ques, and lawful king of thoſe ſeven nations that 
gave riſe to the Mexican empire: for, from the 
tradition of many ages, we know that he depatt- 
ed from thefe countries, to conquer new regions 
in the eaſt, leaving a promiſe, that in proceſs of 
time his deſcendants ſhould return, to model our 
laws and reform our government. Therefore we 
have already, determined, that all things ſhall be 
done for the honour of your prince, who is the 
offspring of ſuch an illuſtrious progenitor.” To 
s harangue, which was uttered with great gravity, 


Cortes replied. to this purpoſe : © Sir, True it is, 
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we have heard different accounts of your charac- 
ter, which ſome have vilified, and others extolled: 


but, as the Spaniards have penetration enough 


to diſtinguiſh the colours of diſcourſe, we have 
given no credit either to your rebels or flatterers, 
but come into your preſence with full aſſurance 


of your being a great and equitable prince. - You 


juitly conclude we are mortal, though more va- 
liant and intelligent than your vaſlals, becauſe 


born in a climate of more powerful influence. 


Qur beaſts are not deer, but of a ſpecies more 
fierce. and generous, inclined to war, and aſpir- 
ing with a ſqrt of ambition to the glory of their 
maſters: and, laſtly, our arms are made by hu- 
man induſtry, without any mixture or help of 
magic, an abominable art which we deteſt and 


abhor. I am come to your majeſty, as ambaſſa- 


dor from the moſt powerful monarch the ſun 
ſhines on from his firſt riſing: he deſires to be 
your friend and confederate; and though be 
might, according to the tradition of your own 
hiſtories, pretend to be more abſolute in theſe 
dominions, he makes uſe of his authority with a 
view only to your own advantage, and to con- 
vince you of your errors in point of religion, 


which are altogether diſmal and deplorable, in- 
| | « jnaſmuch 
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ce inafmuch as you have departed from the worſhip 
«© of the true God, to pay your adoration to inſen- 


« ſible pieces of wood, the work of your own hands, 


<< repreſenting devils and unclean ſpirits, to whom 
% you impiouſly and inhumanly ſacrihce the blood 

6 of your fellow- creatures.“ He added other ar- 
guments to perſuade the Indian emperor to renounce 
his barbarous idolatry; and, when he finiſhed his 
oration, Motezuma riſing fron his ſeat, „I ac- 
« cept (ſaid he) with all due acknowledgment, the 
c confederacy and friendſhip you propoſe from the 


« oreat deſcendant of Quezalcoal : but all gods are 


good, and yours may be what you ſav, without 
* offence to mine. Repoſe yourſelves in the mean 
« time; you are in your own houſe, where you 
« ſhall be ſerved with all punctuality and regard,” 


He then ordered ſome Indians, who attended with- 


out, to bring in a valuable preſent for Cortes, con- 
ſiſting of pieces of gold, cotton robes, and other 
curioſities, and at the ſame time diſtributed ſome 


jewels among the Spaniards who were preſent, with 
an air of chearful generoſity. 


'S 


Next day, the Spaniſh general demanded audi- 
ence, which being · immediately granted, he put on 
his gayeſt apparel, without quuting his arms, and 
ſet out for the palace with Pedro de Alvarado, Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Diego 
de Ordaz, and fi or ſeven favourite ſoldiers, The 
ſtreets were filled with an innumerable concourſe of 
people, who opened with reverence to let them pals ; 
and amidſt their acelamations often pronounced the 
word Teule, which in their language ſignified god, 
an appellation that ſounded well in the ears of the 
Spaniards, whoſe ſucceſs depended ſo much upon the 
opinion of the Mexicans, At a conſiderable diſ- 
tance appeared the palace of Motezuma, an immenſe 
pile, with thirty gates opening to as many different 


5 Bireets. The principal front took. up one whole 


B 4 | ſide 
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fide of a very ſpacious parade, and was of black, 


red and white jaſper, well poliſhed and ſkilfully 


placed: and over the gate, in a large ſhield, were 
the arms of Motezuma, exhibiting a griffin with its 


wings extended, holding a tyger in its talons. As 


the Spaniards approached this entrance, the Indians 
. who accompanicd Cortes walked. up to one fide of 
it, and then, retiring with a myſterious motion, 
formed a ſemicircle, that they might enter by two 
and two, for they deemed it irreverent to enter the 
royal palace in a crowd, After having paſſed three 
ſquares, they came to Motezuma's apartments, 
Which they admired for their largeneſs and furni- 


ture. The floors were covered with mats, the walls 


with cotton hangings, interwoven with furs of rab- 
bits; and the innermoſt rooms were adorned with 
à kind of tapeſtry made of feathers, beautifully va- 
Tiegated and arranged: the roofs were of cypreſs, 
cedar, arid other 'odoriferous woods, ornamented 
with foliage and relievos; and, though the Mexi- 


cans knew not the uſe of nails, the ceilings were con- 


trived in ſuch a manner, that the planks ſuſtained 


one another. Theſe ſpacious rooms were filled 


with officers, who guarded the entrance, according 
to their rank and quality; and, at the door of the 
. antichamber, waited the nobility and magiſtrates, 
who received Cortes with great civility, though 


they detained him until they bad taken off their ſhoes 
and coſtly robes, and put on others of Jeſs finery ; 


for, they thought it preſumptuous to appear in their 


richeſt SAL before the king, Motezuma, who 
appeared ſtanding with all his enſigns of royalty 
about him, advanced fome ſteps to receive Cortes, 


who approaching with a low bow, the king laid 


bis hands upon his ſhoulders, and ſaluted the reft of 
the Spaniards with an obliging look; then, ſeating 


himſelf, he deſired Cortes and all his attendants to 


bit, and entered into converſation with great fami- 
_ Harity, 
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liarity. He aſked ſeveral queſtions concerning the 
nature and politics of the eaſtern countries, and 
made very judicious remarks upon the anſwers of 
Cortes: then he mentioned the obligation of the 
Mexicans to the deſcendant of their firſt king, and 
expreſſed a ſeeming ſatisfaction in ſeeing the pro- 
phecy fulfilled in his reign. - Cortes induſtriouſſy 
turned the diſcourſe upon religion, and in particu- 
lar, exclaimed with ſuch ſtrength of argument 
againſt the horrible ceremony of human ſacrifices, 
that the king, partly convinced by his reaſons, from 
that day baniſhed diſhes of human fleſh from his 
table; though he ſaid it was no cruelty, to offer to 
the gods priſoners of war already condemned to death. 
Indeed, he was ſo devoted to his own religion, and 
ſo proud of the worſhip it enjoined, that in a few 
days he conducted Cortes and ſome of his princi- 
pal officers, with father Bartholome, to the chief 
temple, that they might be eye- witneſſes of its mag - 
nificence; but, before they were admitted, he ad- 
moniſhed them to behave with decency and reſpect: 
then the gates of this ſpacious edifice were opened, 
and he himſelf explained all the particulars of the 
worſhip, with {ſo much ceremony and reverential 
awe, as excited the laughter of the Spaniards. Here 
Cortes ſuffering himſelt to be tranſported by unſea- 
ſonable zeal, Permit me, fir, (cried he) to fix the 
croſs of Chriſt before theſe images of the devil, and 
you ſhall ſee whether they deſerve adoration or con- 
tempt. The prieſts were enraged at this propoſal, 
which aiſo incenſed Motezuma, who addreſſing 
himſelf to the Spaniards, obſerved, that they might 
have ſhewn more reſpect to his perſon : then he de- 
red they would withdraw; and, following them 
to the threſhold, © You may return to your houſe, 
* my friends, but 1 ſhall ſtay to aſk pardon of my 
gods, for having ſuffered you to proceed fo far.” 


| Vet, blind as he was to his own errors, he never 
B 5 f dreamed 
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dreamed of tyrannizing over the conſciences of other 
people: on the contrary, he ſent his workmen to aſ- 
fiſt the Spaniards in fitting up a chapel, in which 
he and his chiefs frequently attended at maſs, praiſ- 
ing the humanity of the Chriſtian worſhip. 


CHAT. AVE 
Deſcription of the city of Mexico; with an account of 
the grandeur, wealth and power of the emperor ; 
together with a detail of the Mexican government, 
religion and police. 


HE city of Mexico, which contained ſixty 

thouſand families, was divided into two parts, 
one of which, called T latelulco, was the habita- 
tion of the meaner ſort; whereas the court and no- 
bility reſided in the other, known by the appella- 
tion of Mexico, which thence extended to the whole. 
It ſtood in a ſpacious plain, ſurrounded by high 
rocks and mountains, from which many ſtreams 
and rivulets, deſcending into the valley, formed ſe- 
veral lakes, and among theſe two of a larger ſize, 
(round which were fifty towns) extending about 
thirty leagues in circumference, and communicat- 
ing with each other through openings left in a ſtone 
wall that divided them. Over theſe were wooden 
bridges, with fluices on each fide, to ſupply the 
lower lake with the redundancy of the other : the 
water of the uppermoſt was clear and ſweet, but 
that of the lower lake was ſalt like the ſea; and this 
faltneſs proceeded from the nature of the foil, which 
contained a great quantity of that principle, which 
proved very advantageous to the inhabitants borders 
ing upon the lake. 

In the middle of this ſalt lake flood the city of 
Mexico, in nineteen degrees and thirteen minutes 
north latitude; yet, the climate was mild and 

_— 
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healthy: for, the natural moiſture of the ſituation 
was corrected by ſeaſonable breezes of wind. It. 
was joined to the main land, by three ſumptuous 
dikes or cauſeways ; the ſtreets were large and 
ſtraight, and there was a great number of canals 
for the convenience of water-carriage, in Canoes 
and barks of different ſizes, of which veſſels, above 
fifty thouſand belonged to the city. All the pub- + 
lic edifices and houſes of the nobility were built of 
ſtone, and even the habitations of the lower ſort, 
though more mean and unequal, were, as well as 
the others, laid out in ſuch a manner as to form 
ſeveral parades, in which their merchandize was 
expoſed. The ſquare of Tlatelulco, in which 
they kept fairs, on certain days of the year, though 
one of the largeſt in the world, was on ſuch oc- 
calions, quite filled with tents, containing a va- 
riety of goods, and covered with coarſe cotton 
cloth, which was proof againſt ſun and rain. 
Here, they ſold, by barter, jewels, chains of gold,, 

and different utenſils of filver curiouſly wrought,, 
together with paintings, landſchapes made of fea- 
thers beautifully arranged, different ſorts of cloth, 

drinking cups of a kind of porcelain, fruit, 6ſh.. 
and all manner of provifions. Maiz or cocoa 
ſerved as money for things of ſmall value; they had 
no weights, but a variety of an e and, in 
lieu of numbers, certain characters, by which they 
adjuſted the prices of merchandize, There was an 
houſe appointed for the-judges of commerce, who- 
decided all differences among the merchants, and 
theſe employed inferior officers to maintain JF 
and good order in the fair. 

Their temples were ſpacious and ſtately, parti- 
eularly that which was dedicated to their god of 
war, called Vitzliputali, the ſupreme of all their 
deities. The fiſt part of this edifice was a great 
quare, comprehended within a wall of hewn ſtone, 

8 * | the 
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the outſide of which exhibited wreaths of ſerpents 


intertwiſted. At a ſmall diſtance from the princi- 
pal gate, was a place of worſhip, with a flat roof, 


in which were fixed many large trunks of trees in 


' a row, with holes bored in them at equal diſtances, 
through which paſſed ſeveral bars run through the 


heads of men which had been ſacrificed. 
In each ſide of the ſquare was a gate, over which 


ſtood four ſtatues of ſtone, repreſenting petty god, 
to whom the people paid reverence as they enteted: 
and though the habitations of the prieſts and their 


ſervants were bui:t on the infide of this wall, there 
was room ſufficient left for ten thoufand perſons 


to dance in the ſquare upon their ſolemn feſti- 


vals. 
In the center ſtood a lofty tower of None; fur- 


niſhed with a ſtair-cafe, containing one hundred 
and twenty ſteps, by which people aſcended: to the 
top, which formed a flat pavement forty feet ſquare, 


beautifully paved with jaſper- ſtones, and ſurround- 


ed with a kind of baluſtrade, or rails of a ſerpen- 
tine form. On the opening of theſe rails at the 


landing place, ſtood two marble ſtatues well exe- 


cuted, ſupporting two large candleſticks of an ex- 
traordinary make, A little farther was a green 
fone riſing about ares feet from the pavement, 
and terminating in an angle, on which the prieſts 
extended the miſerable victim, while they opened 
his breaſt and plucked out his heart. Beyond this 
ſtone, fronting the ſtair- caſe, ſtood a chapel of ex- 


cellent workmanſhip, in which the idol was placed, 


upon an high altar ſhrouded with curtains. It was 
of a human figure, fitting in a chair, ſuſtained by a 
blue globe furniſhed with four rods jetting out from 


the fides, each terminating in the reſemblance of a 
ſerpent's head, which the prieſts placed on their 


ſhoulders when they expoſed the idol to public view. 


Its head was covered with an helmet, compoled of 


5 plumes, 


G 
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plumes, in form of a bird, with a bill and creſt of 
burnifhed gold. Its countenance was horrible, the 
forehead 'and noſe being ſwathed with bands of a 
blue colour: in the right-hand it held a curling ſer- 
pent, and in the other four arrows and a ſhield, with 
hve white plumes placed in the form of a croſs, 

Concerning which ornaments, the Mexicans related 
many extravagant legends, 

On the left hand of this chapel, - was another vf 
the ſame ſize and form, made for the ido] Tlaloch, 
who was the ſuppoſed brother, friend and colleaghe 
of that we have already deſcribed, and equally re- 
vered by the Mexicans, The ornaments of both 
chapels were of ineſtimable value; and there were 
in the city, eight temples of nearly the ſame ar- 


chitecture and wealth. Thoſe of a ſmaller ſize 


amounted to two thouſand, dedicated to as many 
idols of different names, forms and attributes. 
Beſides the palace in which Motezuma kept his 
court, he had ſeveral magnificent pleaſure- houſes ; 
in one of which, a pompous building ſupported 
by pillars of jaſper, he kept an aviary of birds, 
remarkable either for their ſinging or feathers,” fo 
numerous, that above three hundred men were em- 
ployed in attending them, At a little diſtance from 
this, was another vaſt edifice, where his huntſmen 
reſided and took care of his birds of prey, among 
which ſome were bred to the game, like our hawks, 
and here were eagles of extraordinary fize and in- 
credible voracity. In the ſecond ſquare of this 
houſe, were entertained his wild beaſts, conſiſti 
of lions, tygers, bears, and Mexican bul's, which 


are extremely ſtrong, nimble, and ferocious : and 


over theſe dens, was a very large apartment for 
the reſidence of buffoons and monſters, who were 
carefully inſtructed and entertained for the diver- 
lion of the king. | 
Nor 
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Nor was the grandeur of Motezuma leſs con- 

. Tpicuous in his armories. In one houſe a number 
of workmen were employed in-making ſhafts for 
arrows, grinding flints for the points, and fabri- 
. cating all ſorts of offenſive and defenſive arms; and 
in another was the magazine in which they were 
depoſited and curiouſly diſpoſed, conſiſting of bows, 
1 arrows and quivers, two handed ſwords edged with 
: *Þ flint, darts and javelins, head-pieces, breaſt-plates, 
quilted jackets, and bucklers made of impenetrable 


0 | ſkins to cover the whole body, and theſe they car- 
! ried, rolled up on their left ſhoulders, until they 
! were ready to engage. All theſe houſes were fur- 
niſhed with ſpacious gardens well cultivated, pro- 
ducing a great variety of fragrant flowers and me- 
dicinal herbs ſet in ſquares, and adorned with beau- 
tiful ſummer-houſes, together - with fountains of 
ſweet water, conveyed from the neighbouring moun- 
tains. TT | Re Al | 
But, of all Motezuma's works, the moſt remark- 
able was his houſe of ſorrow, to which he retired 
at the de ath of any favourite relation, or in caſe of 
any calamity that required a public demonſtration of 
grief: the place was very well calculated for inſpir- 
ing horrour; the walls, roofs and ornaments were 
black, and, inſtead of windows, it was furniſhed 
with certain narrow ſlits which admitted no more 
light than was ſufficient to make the darkneſs vi- 
ſible, and increaſe the drearineſs of the whole. 
Without the city he had divers pleaſant country 
retreats, and large foreſts for the chace of lions 
and tygers, in which he greatly delighted. A 
number of men were employed to ſurround the 
ame, and contract the circle into a certain ſpace, 
where he beheld the combats of his huntſmen with 
the wild beaſts; for, in this exerciſe the Mexicans 
were equally daring and dextrous. He had two 


ſorts of guards: one of ſoldiers, ſo numerous, that 
they 
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they filled the courts of the palace, and were poſt- 
ed in bodies at the principal gates; the other of 
nobles, conſiſting of two hundred men of diſtin- 
guiſhed rank, who were obliged to be every day at 
the palace, to guard his perſon,” and make up the 
number of his courtiers. This attendance of the 
nobility was divided between two bodies, that took 
the duty by turns, comprehending the lords of the 
whole empire, who were obliged to come to court 
from the moſt diſtant provinces: a ſcheme con- 
trived by Motezuma, who, by theſe means, kept 
the nobility in great dependance, and became ac- 
quainted | with their perions; diſpoſitions and capa- 
Cities. 

He had two wives, the daughters of tributary 
princes, who bore the title of queen, and were 
lodged in ſeparate apartments, with equal ſplendour 
and magnificence : : but, the number of his concu- 
bines exceeded three thouſand, culled from the moſt 
beautiful women of his whale dominions. Theſe, 


when laid aſide, found huſbands of the firſt qua- 


lity ; for, they were generally rich, and deemed 
highly honoured in having been kept by the empe- 
ror. He ſeldom granted audience, and the perſon 
who obtained this favour entered barefoot, and 
made three reverences, ſaying at the firſt, „ lord,” 
at the ſecond, ** my lord,” and at the third, 
« oreat lord! * On theſe occaſions he appeared 
in great ſtate ſurrounded by his counſellors, liſ- 
tened with attention, anſwered with ſeverity, and 
ſeemed pleaſed at the confuſion of the ſpeaker, which 
gratified his vanity and pride. 

He often ate in public, though always alone, 
with an affectation of ſolemnity; his table was uſu- 
ally furniſhed with above two hundred diſhes of 
different meats, ſome of them very ſavoury and 
well ſeaſoned: of theſe, he choſe a certain number 
for his on ule, and ordered the reſt to be divided 

among 
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16 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
among the nobles of his guard. His table was large 
but low. and he ſat on a little ſtool; the cloths 
and napkins were of fine cotton, and bis dining 
room was divided in the middle by a rail, which, 
without obſtruéting the view, kept the croud and 
his domeſtics at diftance. Within the rails he was 
attended by three or four old favourite ſervants: the 
diſhes were brought in by twenty women, magni- 
ficently apparelled, who ſerved his meat, and pre- 
ſented him with the cup: and the diſhes of fine 
earthen-ware, as well as the cloths, and napkins, 
being once uſed, were divided among the ſervants : 
he had cups 4 ſalvers of gold, and ſometimes 
drank out of cocoa and natural ſhells, richly ſet 
With jewels. | 
The liquors he drank were of various ſorts, ſome 
perfumed with the richeſt odours, others mixed 
with juice of ſalutiferous herbs, and a third kind 
reſembling beer made of maiz; nor did he want 
provocatives to venery, which he took in the form 
of confections. Immediately after eating, he uſed 
to take a frothy kind of choeolate, and uſed to 
ſmoak tobacco perfumed with liquid amber: indeed 
the juice of this herb was one of the ingredients, 
with which the prieſts wrought themſelves up to 
fury and enthuſiaſm, as often as they were obliged 
= to deliver an oracular reſponſe. Among other at- 
if tendants at his table, were generally three or four 
li ſelect buff ons, who di erted him with their ludi- 
crous talents; and after ſome little repoſe, he was 
bl | entertained with muſic, compoſed of pipes and ſea- 
| ſhells, accompanied by voices- that ſung different 
Wl. - compoſitions, forming a concert not at all diſagree- 
'H able to the ear, The ſubject was generally the ex- 
. ploits of their anceſtors, and the meniorable actions 
| of their kings, which their children learned by heart, 
in order to preſerve them from oblivion. They 


bl | had, belides, merry ſongs uſed in dancing, accom- 
1 panied 


Lek. 
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anied with the muſic of two little drums, made 
of hollow pieces of wood, of different ſize and 
found. Theſe were chiefly uſed in a dance called 
Mitates, practiſed at feſtivals, in which the nobles 
and plebeians mingled without diſtinction, geſti- 
culating and ſhouting, until by drinking to each 


others health, they were quite intoxicated With 


that heady liquor already deſcribed. 

At other times, the people, aſſembling in the 
ſquares and porches of the temples, made matches 
for ſhooting at the mark, running races, and wreſt- 
ling. Here might be ſeen rope dancers performing 
in a ſurprizing manner, without the affiſtance of 
poles, and numbers playing at ball, under the ſta- 
tue of an idol produced by the prieſts, as ſuperin- 


tendant of that diverſion. In a word, the town of 


Mexico was almoſt every day entertained with ſome 
ſuch ſpectacles or entertainments, calculated by Mo- 
tezuma to amuſe the imaginations of the people, 
which otherwiſe might be MO to his preju- 
dice. 

The wealth of this emperor, which enabled him 
to ſupport the expence of his court, and maintain 
two large armies conſtantly in the field, aroſe from 
the produce of gold and filver mines, the ſalt- works 
and other taxes, eſtabliſhed from time immemorial, 
but eſpecially from the contributions levied on the 
ſubject, amounting to one third of all that was 
yearly produced throughout that vaſt and populous 
empire. Theſe exactions were collected by officers 
depending on the tribunal of the royal revenue, that 
relided in the court, and puniſhed the leaſt fraud 


or neglect, with the loſs of life. All the towns in 


the neighbourhood of Mexico furniſhed men for 
the king's works, and fuel for the palace, or other- 
wiſe contributed at the expence of their commu- 
nities, The tribute of the nobility, conſiſted in 


guarcing the os beds perſon, in ſerving in his. 
| armies, 


* 
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| armies, with a certain number of vaſſals, and in x 
number of preſents, which, though he received them 
as gifts, they durſt not neglect to make. He had 
different treaſurers for, the different kinds of contri- 
butions ; and the tribunal of the crown revenue, 
having iflued out what was neceflary for the ex- 
pence: of the palaces and proviſions of war, con- 
verted the overplus into ingots of gold, to the value 
of which they were no ſtrangers. . Beſides this tri- 
bunal, there was a council of juſtice that received 
appeals from inferior courts, a council of. war, and 
a council of ſtate, together with judges of com- 
merce, and other officers, /each of whom carried 
a ſtaff as a badge of diſtinction. Their trials were 
ſummary and verbal; for, as they had no written 
laws, they were governed by the cuſtoms and infti- 
tutions of their anceſtors. Murther, theft, adul- 
tery, or any ſlight diſreſpect towards the king or 
religion, were capital crimes : but, all other miſ- 
'demeanors were eaſily pardoned, The children 
of the plebcians were inſtructed in public ſchools; 
and thoſe of the nobility, in well endowed colle- 
ges, under the king's authority, where they Jearn- 
ed thoſe rudiments and exerciſes, which fitted them 
for the ſervice of the commonwealth, paſſing through 
three ſucceſſive claſſes; in the firſt of which, they 
were taught to decypher the characters and hiero- 
glyphicks, and repeat the hiſtorical ſongs ; in the 
ſecend, they learned modeſty, civility, and polite 
deportment; and, in the third, they were employ- 
ed in robuſt exerciſes, ſuch as carrying weights, 
wreſtling, managing their arms, ſuffering hunger 
and thirſt, and reſiſting the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther. Having gradually acquired theſe qualifica- 
tions, the ſons of noblemen, deſigned for war, 
were ſent as volunteers to the army, in order to 
accuſtom themſelves to the danger and hardſhips of 
a campaign, and were often placed among the 

baggager 
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baggage-men, with a load of proviſion on their 


ſhoulders, that their vanity might be mortified, and 


their bodies inured to fatigue, before they ſhould be. 


enrolled as ſoldiers, an honour to which none were 
admitted, except thoſe who had faced the enemy 
without change of countenance, and given ſome 
other proof of valour and intrepidity. Every town 


had a regulated militia, ſo that their armies were 


formed with eaſe ; for, the princes, caciques, and 


governors were obliged to repair to the rendezvous, _ 


with a certain quota of ſoldiers; and it is report- 
ed, as an inſtance of the grandeur of the Mexican 
empire, that Motezuma had thirty vaſlals, each of 
whom could bring into the field one hundred thou- 
ſand armed men. Their troops were better diſ- 
ciplined than thoſe of the other Indian nations; 
and in order to reward acts of valour, the emperor 
created ſeveral orders of knighthood, one of which 
he himſelf profeſſed, diſtinguiſhing each by a par= 
ticular badge and denomination. — 

The Mexican year, like ours, conſiſted of three 
hundred and ſixty-five days, divided into eighteen 
months, twenty days being afligned to each month, 
ſo that the whole amounted to three hundred and 
ſixty; the other five, they added at the end of the 
year to make it anſwer the courſe of the ſun, Dur- 
ing theſe, which they looked upon as days deſigned 
for pleaſure and vacation, they gave themſelves up 


to idleneſs and pleaſure. They had likewiſe weeks 


of thirteen days, with different names; and their 
ages conſiſted of four weeks of years diſtributed in 
a very artful manner. In the center of a great circle, 
divided into fifty-two degrees, allowing a year for 
every degree, they painted the ſun, from whoſe 
rays proceeded four lines of different colours, equal- 
ly dividing the circumference, leaving thirteen de- 
grees to each ſemi-diameter; and theſe diviſions 
ſerved as ſigns of their zodiac, upon which the 

ages 
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apes had their revolutions, and the ſun his aſpectk, 


proſperous or adverſe, according to the colour of 
the line. In a larger circle incloſing the other, 
"they marked with their figures and characters, the 


accidents and chief occurrences of the age: and 


theſe ſecular maps were public inftruments, ſerving 
for proofs of their hiſtory. TOP 


The election of the emperor being made, he 


was obliged to take the field, and obtain ſome vic- 


tory over his enemies or revolted ſubjects, before 
he was crowned, or permitted to afcend the throne; 


and proving bimſelf thus qualified by the ſucceſs 
of the enterprize, he returned in triumph, and made 


his public entry with great ſtate and folemnity : all 
the nobility, miniſters and prieſts accompanied him 


to the temple of the god of war, where he alight- 


ed from his chair, and after having offered the ac- 
cuſtomary facrifice, was clothed in royal robes by 
the electors, who armed his right hand with a 
ſword of gold, as an enſign of juſtice, and his 


left with a bow and arrows, ſignifying his power 


and command in war ; then the king of Tezeu- 
co placed the crown upon his head, by virtue of 


being firſt elector. This ceremony being per- 


formed, he was harangued by one of the moſt 


eloquent magiſtrates, who congratulated him on 


his new dignity, in .the name of the empire, and 
expatiated upon the cares and troubles that attend 
a throne, as well as upon the duty of a ſovereign; 


then the chief prieſt approaching, tendered an oath, 


by. which he engaged to maintain the religion of 


his anceſtors, together with the laws and cuſtoms 
of the empire; to treat his vaſſals with Jenity, to 


procure ſeaſonable rains, and to prevent inunda- 


tions, ſterility, and the malignant influences of the 


ſun and planets, The Mexicans believed the im- 


mortality of the ſoul, with eternal rewards and 
-puniſhments in a future ſlate, and buried gold and 


ſilver 
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filver with their dead, to defray the expence of 
| their journey, Which they ſuppoſed to be long and 


troubleſome : nay, they flew ſome ſervants to ac- 
company them, and the wives very often celebrated 
the exequies of their huſbands, ' by putting them-. 
ſelves to death. Princes were obliged to have mo- 
numents of vaſt extent; for, the greateſt part of. 
their riches and family were interred with them 
and when the king died, the whole number of houſ- 
hold officers and favourites were obliged to attend 


| him to the other world. 


Their marriages were celebrated in the following 
manner. The preliminary contract being ſettled, 
the couple appeared in the temple, and the prieft 
having examined them, touching their mutual in- 
clination, tied the tip of the woman's veil and 


the corner of the bridegroom's garment together, 


as an emblem of the interior tie of affections, and 


accompanying them, joined in this manner, to their 


habitation, they went round the fire ſeven times, 
then ſat down to receive a ſhare of the heat, and 
thus they deemed the marriage accompliſhed. The 
bride's portion was requeſted, and the huſband ob- 
lized to reſtore it in caſe of a ſeparation, which was 
often effected by mutual conſent ; in that caſe, the 
girls remained with the mother, and the boys went 


with the father; and a marriage being thus diſſolved, 


the parties were forbid to join again on pain of death : 
a wiſe inſtitution, that checked the natural levity 
of that fickle people. | 

The new-born infants were carried with great 
ſolemnity to the temples, where the prieſts received 
them with certain admonitions, touching the trou- 
bles to which they were born: if they were the 
ſons of nobles, they put a ſword into the child's 
rizht-hand, and upon his left arm a ſhield, kept in 
the temple for that purpoſe : if of plebeian extrac- 


tion, * put into their hands mechanical inſtru- 
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ments: but, the females of both _—_— pre- 


being performed, they were brought up to the altar, 
and their privities cut with a thorn or lancet of flint, 
ſo as to yield ſome drops of blood, which was no 
ſooner ſhed, than they ſprinkled them with water, 


_ ejaculating certain invocations during this baptiſm, 


The Mexicans had alſo a fort of communion, which 


the prieſts adminiſtered on certain days of the year, 


dividing into ſmall bits an idol made of flour and ho- 


ney, which they called the god of penitence: nor 


were they without jubilees, proceſſions, offerings 


of incenſe, and other forms of divine worſhip. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Cortes receives an alarming letter from Vera Cruz, 


in conſequence of which he aſſembles a council ; the 
refult of it; takes à very bold reſolution ; ſeizes 
Motezuma, who quietly ſubmits ; the people's cla- 
mours cunningly appeaſed by Cortes, who endeavours 

ineſſectually the emperor's converſion ; the authors of 
the diflurbance at Vera Cruz puniſhed; Mitezuma 
fettered, but freed in a ſhirt time. 


LL theſe circumſtances the Spaniards ob- 
\ ſerved with admiration, which, however, 


they were at pains to conceal ; and the Mexicans 


ſeemed to vie with each other in expreſſions of re- 
gard for their gueſts. They were every day re- 
galed with ſome new diverſion, at which Mote- 
Zuma appeared in perſon, contrary to his former 
haughtineſs and referve; and this condeſcenſion 
inſpired the people with the greater reverence and 
eſteem for the ſtrangers. He ſeemed particularly 
fond of Cortes, with whom he ſpent a great part of 
his time, and contracted an acquaintance with his 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 23 
captains, to whom he often made preſents with 
creat diſcernment and diſtinction of merit. In this 
manner, the Chriſtians for ſome time enjoyed an 
agreeable repoſe, until they were alarmed by a 


| piece of intelligence brought by two Tlaſcalan fol- 
diers, who had diſguiſed themſelves in the habits 


of Mexicans, and entered the city unperceived, 
This was no other than a letter from Vera Cruz, 
containing-the following particulars. That ſome 
of the Indians in alliance with the Spaniards, hav- 


ing complained to Juan de Eſcalante, that one of 
| Motezuma's generals called Qualpopoca, had aſſem- 
FE bled all the Mexican troops upon the frontiers of . 


Zempoalla, and levied contributions upon them” 
with great extortion and cruelty, he, the ſaid Juan 


de Eſcalante, hid ſent deputies to deſire the Mexi- 


can general to ſuſpend hoſtilities till further orders- 
ſhould come from court, as it could not be ſuppoſed 
that Motezuma would authorize fuch violence, at- 
the very time when he entertained the Spaniards, 


who were the allies of thoſe poor people, with ſuch 


friendſhip and hoſpitality. To this meſſage Qual- 
popoca made a very infolent reply, which provo- 


ked Juan de Eſcalante to take the field againſt him, 


at the head of two thouſand Indians and forty 
Spaniards. | | 
| The Mexican general, being informed of his 
motions, advanced to receive him near a ſmall vil- 
lage, ſince known by the name of AJoneria, and 
an engagement enſued, in which, after an obſti- 
nate diſpute, the Mexicans turned their backs and 
tied with precipitation to the next town, whither: 
tnzey were purſued by Juan de Eſcalante, though, 
by this 'time he was almoſt entirely abandoned b 
lis Indian allies : for, in the beginning of the battle, 
they had melted away out of fear of the enemy, 
whoſe countenance they could not endure. Not- 
withſtanding this deſertion, which had not been 
BY perceived 
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perceived by the Mexicans, Eſcalante followed the 


purſuit with little more than his ſmall number of 


Spaniards; and ordering the place of their retreat to 
be fired in different parts, attacked the troops of 

ualpopoca with ſuch reſolution that they were en- 
tirely diſlodged and routed, This victory, how- 
ever, coſt the Spaniards very dear; for Juan de 
Eſcalante and ſeven ſoldiers were mortally wounded; 


and of this number the Mexicans carried off Juan 


de Arguillo, a man of extraordinary ſtature and 
ſtrengtb, who fell valiantly fighting in a place 
where he could not be ſuccouret. 

This account was the ſubject of the letter which 


Cortes received from the council of Vera Cruz, 


who deſired he would appoint a ſucceſſor to their 
governor, and give directions touching the poſture 


of their affairs. 


HFernan was truly afflicted at the loſs of Juan de 
Eſcalante, and communicated the letter to his cap- 
tains, deſiring each would ſeparately weigh the cir- 
cumſtances of their preſent ſituation, and give their 


opinions freely at their next meeting. Mean while 


he himſelf paſſed the greateſt part of the night in 
revolving ſchemes for his conduct on this occaſion; 
and, in the morning, ſending for ſome of the mot 
ſenſible Indians in his army, aſked, if they had late- 
ly perceived, any change in the diſcourle or beha- 
viour of the Mexicans. They told him, that the 
nobles ſeemed to be penſive and myſterious, that 
they had heard ſome of the people mention the ex- 
pediency of breaking down the cauſeway, and that 
it was reported, a Spaniard's head had been preſent- 
ed to Motezuma, who viewed with aſtoniſhment 
the largeneſs and ferocity of the aſpect, and ordered 
it to be immediately concealed. From theſe cit- 
cumſtances, and eſpecially that of the head, which 
doubtleſs belonged. to Arguillo, Cortes immediately 


concluded that the Mexicans were bent upon his 
| deſtruction, 


t 
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deſtruRion, and that the plan was authoriſed by 
Motezuma; ſo that aſſembling forthwith! bis coun- 
cil, compoſed of the captains and ſome favourite 
ſoldiers, he imparted the hints he had received from 

the Indians, and demanded their advice, Some 
I propoſed to obtain a paſſport from Motezuma, and 
WW retire openly to the relief of Vera Cruz; others ſug- 
geſted that they ſhould retire privately in the night; 
but the greateſt part was of opinion, that they ſhould 
continue at Mexico, without: pretending to know 
what had paſſed at Vera Cruz, until they ſhould 
find a proper opportunity for retreating with ſafety. 
Not one of theſe ſchemes however met with the ap- 
probation of Cortes, who repreſented, that nothing 
could ſink them er- in the opinion of the Mexi- 
cans, than their demanding a paſſport to retire from 
that city, which they had entered in ſpite of all op- 
poſition ; and that, if Motezuma really harboured 
any deſign to their prejudice, he would grant them 
ſafe conduct with a view of lulling them into a blind 
ſecurity, that he might afterwards attack them una- 
wares: the propoſal of retreating by ſtealth, he 
mentioned as a project equally dangerous and diſ- 
; Nraceful, as it would: lower them in the eſteem of 
jt their allies, who would deſert them as daſtardly fu- 
e- i eitives, and perhaps recommend themſelves to Mo- 
a- MW tezuma, by joining his forces in order to cut off 
he their retreat. Neither could he fee how it would 
gat be practicable, to ſtay at Mexico, without. taking 
u- one reſolute ſtep for their ſafety: he therefore gave 
gat it as bis opinion, that they ſhould ſeize the perſon 
1t- MW of Motezuma, and convey him to their own quar- 
ent ters, where he might be detained as an hoſtage for 
ed be ſincerity of his people. He ſaid, ſuch a | bold 


i yarns aw W 


ir. W tion would ſtrike the Mexicans with aftoniſhment 


ch and conſternation, and-aggrandize the character of 
eye Spaniards to ſuch a degree, that they would 
his never dream of combining againſt them for the fu- 
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ture, eſpecially when they ſhould know that Cortes 
had diſcovered the tranſactions at Vera Cruz, the 
account of which (they would believe) muſt have 
been communicated by ſome ſupernatural intelli- 
gence. . This propoſal he ſupported with ſuch ener- 
gy of eloquence, as ſeemed to inſpire the hearers 
with uncommon ſpirit and alacrity ; ſo that they un- 
animouſly applauded the ſcheme, and left the ma- 
nagement of it entirely to his own diſcretion. , | 
_ Having pitched upon the hour when the Spani- 
arxqds were accuſtomed to wait upon Motezuma, for 
the execution of the plan, he ordered his men to 
arm themſelves in the quarters, ſaddle their horſes 
with great ſecrecy, and wait without noiſe for fur- 
ther inſtructions. Then he occupied all the ave 
nues to the palace with ſmall ſcattered detachments; 
and having directed thirty choice men to follow 
bim at a ſmall diſtance, went thither, accompa- 
nied by Pedro de Alvarado, Gonſalo de Sandoval, 
Juan Velaſquez de Leon,' Franciſco de Lugo, and 
Alonzo Davila; nor was there any thing ſuſpici- 
ous in their appearing with their arms, which they 
uſually carried as a military ornament. Motezuma, 
according to cuſtom, came out of his apartment 
in order to receive the viſit; his ſervants, as uſual, 
retired to another part of the palace; and then Cor: 
tes, with an arr of reſentment, began his com- tc 
plaint againſt the Mexican general, who had at- «, 
tacked his confederates in violation of the peace, 
murdered a Spaniard in cool blood, and even en- 
N deavoured to vindicate his perfidious behaviour, /. 
9 declaring he had acted i in obedience to his majeſiy' th 
| order. 1d 
Motezuma changed colouron hearing this charge, WM ins 
which however he denied with marks of confuſion: c;, 
and Cortes pretended to believe him innocent; Ne-. if 
„ vertheleſs (ſaid he) neither the Spaniards nor your ſuc 


Wal * Own ſubjects will be undeceived, after ſuch a de, hi, 
_ « claratio! 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 25 
« claration of your general, unleſs you take ſome 
ho extraordinary ſtep to, efface the imprefſion of a. 
%a calumny : I am therefore come to beg you will, 
„ without any diſturbance, repair with us 'to the _ -- 10 
cSpaniſh quarters, where you ſhall be treated with „ 
« all the reverence and reſpect due to your majeſty, 
« until your charater ſhall be acquitted to the con- 
% viction of all mankind.” Motezuma, amazed 1 
and incenſed at the boldneſs of the propoſal, replied - Few 
with impatience, that princes of his rank were not 


' Wl accuſtomed to go tamely to priſon, nor would his / 5p g 
ſubjects permit him to forget his dignity fo far as to | 1 
* WH foop to ſo baſe a compliance. Cortes gave him to 4 
* W underſtand, that provided he would comply, with- 1 
out obliging the Spaniards to forget the reſpect they . 
bad for bis perſon, he ſhould not value the oppoſi : + 
ton of bis ſubjefts. Notwithftanding this remon- 1 
- WH france, he refuſed to leave his palace; but, being Wt 
WH fenfible of the danger to which he was expoſed, he 9 
10 Wl offered to ſend immediately for Qualpopoca, and TH 
i- 
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deliver him, with all his officers, into the hands of 3 be 
Cortes, and, in the mean time, to ſend two of his | 
own ſons to the Spaniſh quarters, as hoſtages for 
the performance of his promiſe, But theſe expedi- 
ents would not ſatisfy Hernan, whoſe captains, ſuſ- 
0. pecting that the delay might be dangerous, began 
m- to be clamorous, and, among others, Juan Velaſ- 
at- quez de Leon called aloud, „Since he will not : 
Coo hear reaſon, let us ſeize h'm by force, or kill 
en" © him on the ſpot.” Motezuma hearing this ex- 
WH <2mation uttered in an angry tone, deſired to know 
Ry the purport of it, and Donna Marina, to whom he 
addreſſed himſelf, took this opportunity of exhort- 
re Wy ing him earneſtly, as his own vallal and ſubject, to 
on comply without further heſitation, otherwiſe his 
Nei life would be in danger. Her repreſentation had 
you uch an effect upon him, that he in{tantly roſe from 
his ſeat, ſaying to Cortes, I tiuſt myſelf in your 
1 | „ hands; 
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& hands; let us go to your quarters: for fo the 
„ gods have decreed.” - Then he ordered his ſer- 
vants to get ready his chair and equipage, telling 
his miniſters, that, for certain reaſons of-fiate, he 
had reſolved to paſs ſome fays in the Spaniſh quar- 
ters; and commanded the captain of his guard to 
put himſelf at the head of a body of troops, with 
which he ſhould take Qualpopoca and his officers 
priſoners, that they might ſuffer for having invaded 
Zempoalla. Having given theſe directions, which 
were explained by Donna Marina to Cortes and his 
\ officers, he quitted the palace with his uſual atten- 
dants, the Spaniards marching cloſe by his chair-on 
pretence of reſpect : but, a report being immediately 
_ ſpread, that the ſtrangers had carried off the em- 
peror, the ſtreets were in an inſtant filled with 
crowds of people, who rent the air with outcries, 
throwing themſelves on the ground in deſpair, and 
ſhedding floods of tears for their unfortunate prince, 
In a word a general inſurrection would have cer- 
tainly enſued, had not Motezuma, with a ſerenity 
of countenance, commanded filence, and aſſured 
his people, that he was going, of his own accord, 
to paſs a few days with his friends the ſtrangers: 
and when he reached the quarters, he ordered his | | 
guards to diſperſe the populace, and his miniſters WF | 
to publiſh that it ſhould be death for any one to 
. occaſion the leaſt tumult or diſturbance. He be- ] 
haved very courtecuſly to the Spaniſh ſoldiers, who , 
came forth and received him with great reſpect; MW ; 
and having pitched upon an apartment, at a diſtance WW - 
from thoſe poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, it wa in. , 
ſtantly furniſhed from his wardrobe. Cortes doubled 
the guards, and poſted ſentinels at all the avenues, 
leſtricting the miniſters and courtiers that carne 
to wait upon Motezuma to a certain number, o 
pretence of keeping his majeſty from being crowd 
ed; and omitting no precaution which an en p 
| | | tha 
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that conſequence required, 
preſerved all the formalities of decorum, treated 
bim with the ſame reſpect he had formerly manifeſt- 


ed towards his perſon ; and indeed one would have 


imagined, from Motezuma's chearful aſpect and 
ſeeming good humour, that he was perfectly well 
pleaſed with his ſituation. He diſtributed ſome jewels 
among the Spaniſh officers, and ſeemed to be per- 
fectly eaſy in his mind; nor did he ever diſcover _ 
the ſecret of his confinement to his miniſters or ſer- 
vants, either becauſe he was aſhamed to reveal his 
own difgrace, or afraid of his life in caſe they ſnhould 
make the leaſt diſturbance. At firſt, therefore, the 
Mexicans believed his retreat was voluntary, be- 
cauſe they could not ſuppoſe the Spaniards would 
attempt an action that even exceeded the bounds of 
their imagination ; and when they did diſcover the 
truth from the extraordinary vigilance, doubled 
guards, and martial appearance of che ſtrangers, 
they were ſo over-awed by the aſtoniſhing boldneſs 
of the atchievement, that they durſt not venture to 
take any ſtep towards the enlargement of their 
prince, 

Notwithſtanding his impriſonment, he exerciſed 
all the functions of royalty; granted audiences; 


held councils; and, as uſual, regulated the civil, as 


welt as the military g government of his kingdoms. 
lis table was ſupplied from the palace, with ex- 
traordinary abundan:e, that the Spaniſh ſoldiers 
might ſeaſt on the ſuperfluity; and be conſtantly. 
{ent delicacies to Cortes and his captains, each of 
whom he could call by his reſpective name: nay, 
he even ſtudied their humours and diſpoſitions, as he 
occaſionally converſed with them, and often ſeaſon- 


ed his diſcourſe with pleaſantry, in ſuch a manner, 


however, as not to deſcend beneath the dignity of 
his character. All the time which was not dedi- 
cated to buſineſs, he paſſed among them; and was 

. | C 3 wont 


At the ſame time, he 
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30 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
wont to ſay, he was not himſelf except in company 
of theſe ſtrangers, who vied with each other in de- 
monſtrations of reſpect; and theſe gave him great 
latisfaction; for he was extremely jealous of his ho- 
nour, inſomuch that a Spaniard having done ſome- 
thing, with a view (as he thought) to affront him, 
he inſiſted upon his being turned out of his preſence, 
and deſired he might never be employed near his 
perſon for the future. Sometimes he played with 
Cortes at tolojoque, which 15 a game performed by 
tipping down {mall pins of gold, with little balls of 
the ſame metal; and as they played for jewels and 
trinkets, Motezuma diſtributed his winnings among 
| the Spaniards, and Hernan ſhared his good fortune 
among the emperor's inferior officers. During theſe 
amuſements, he uſed to rally Pedro de Alvarado for 
\ being a partial marker, though he expreſſed uncom- 
men regard for that captain; and, in a word, ſeem- 
ed inſenſible of the reſtraint in which he lived: 
but, notwithſtanding his complaiſance in other par- 
ticular*, he baffled all the effurts made by Cortes 
and Bartholome de Olmedo to detach him from the 
abſurdities of his religion, to which- he adhered 
with all the zeal of an enthuſiaſt. | 
In about twenty days after his impriſonment, the 
captain of the guard returned with Qualpopoca and 
the other officers, who had ſurrendered themſelves 
quietly at fight of the royal ſignet, which Motezu- 
ma had given to the captor as a mark of authority; 
and, after they had been brought before the empe- 
ror, who {poke to them with reſerve, they were de- 
livered into the hands of Cortes, to whom they 
confeſſed themſelves guilty of having wiolated the 
peace of their own accord, as well as of having or- 
dered Arguillo to be put to death in cold blood; 
till finding the Spaniſh general determined to inflict 
the puniſhment due to their crimes, they endeavour- 


ed to fave their lives by impeaching the emperor, 
whole 


— 


whoſe orders they had obeyed. Cortes, however, af- 
fected to treat that impeachment as a malicious. 
aſperſion ; and, after a formal trial, they were con- 
victed and Cent to be 3 But, in order 


to deter Motezuma from taking any ſtep to prevent 


their execution, the general thought it was abſolute- 
ly neceſfary to take another bold ſtroke; ; he there- 


fore went into the preſence of that prince, aecom- 


panied with Donna. Marina and three or four cap- 
tains, with a common ſoldier carrying fetters; and, 

after having ſaluted him with his uſual reſpeR, x 
ſumed a peremptory look, while he told him, in an 


exalted voice, that Qualpopoca and his accumplices . 


had confeſſed the crimes for which-they were con- 


demned to death; but, as they affirmed they had 


done nothing but by his order, it was highly juſt 

and neceſſary that he ſhould expiate for thoſe ſtrong 
preſumptions by. ſome perſonal mortification. ' So 
ſaying, he, with an air of authority, commanded 
the ſoldier to ſhackle Motezuma, without ſuffering 
any reply; and leaving him in that condition, gave 
orders to the guards to deprive him of all commu- 
nication with his miniſters. 

Such was the aſtoniſhment of the Indian empe- 
peror, at ſeeing himſelf treated in this ignominious 
manner, that he could neither find power to reſiſt, 
nor ſpeech to complain, while his ſervants, with- 
out preſuming to ſpeak, threw themſelves at his 
feet, with marks of inexpreſſible affliction, in or- 
der to bear the weight of his fetters. When he re- 
covered from his firſt amazement, he broke out in- 
to a tranſport of rage, which, however, he ſoon. 
repreſſed; and. though he delle his life was in 
danger, he collected his fortitude, and waited his 
fate with dignity and reſignation. 


Mean while Cortes, having taken all polible 


precautions to prevent any diſturbance, ordered the 
Mexican general and his officers ta. be brought forth 
Yeh and 
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and executed, in preſence of an innumerable con- 
courſe of people, who beheld this. amazing ſpectacle 
with ſilent awe and admiration. Then returnin 

to the emperor's apartment, he told him, with a 


chearful countenance and courteous addreſs, that 


the traitors, who had been ſo bold as to blemiſh 
his majeſty's character, had now received condign 
puniſhment: and ſo ſaying, he himſelf ſtooped 
down, and with his own hands took off the on. 
Motezuma received his liberty with-a tumultuous 
joy, and embraced Cortes two or three times with 
great affection; then they fat down together, and 
engaged in the moſt amicable converſation ; during 
which, the Spaniſh general gave him to under» 
ſtand, that whenever he pleaſed he might return to 
his palace, as the cauſe of his detention was now 
removed. 

This was a political . which he knew the 
Tiadias monarch. would not embrace, . becauſe he 
had before-hand, by means of Donna Marina, in- 
- fuſed into him a firm belief, that if he ſhould quit 
the Spaniſh quarters before the departure of Cortes, 
he would ſuffer greatly in his reputation, as ſoon as 
ever his vaſſals ſhould know that he had received his 
liberty from the hand of another, He ther: fore 
declined the offer, though he would not explain his 
motive; but, on the contrary, made a merit of his 
ſtay, by ſaying, that as ſoon as he ſhould return to 
his palace, his nobility and miniſters would preſs 
him to take up arms, in order to obtain ſatisfaction 
for the injury he had undergone ; ſo that he would 
remain where he was, out of regard to the Spaniards. 

Cortes ſeemed to acquieſce in this pretence, praiſ- 
ed his reſolution, and made many acknowledge- 
ments for the care he expreſſed of their ſafety ; and 
both were very well ſatisfied with the fineſſe which 


they practiſed on each other. 


CHAP, 
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The 2 e to viſit the temple of the Til J 


after which he patiently returns to the Spaniſh quar- 
ters, and ſeems flrongly attached '0 Cortes ; by whim 
Genzalo de Sandoval is appointed grvernr of Vera 


Crux; tio, ſhips built upon the late; the working r 


them range to th: Indions ; ſome ah 270 diſput. * 


an ambitious conſpiracy ſet on t ag Cortes; 
diſc overed by Motezuma, and the N conduZter 


7 it 285 ed and puriſhed, 


ROM this day Motezuma "THE to be per- 
Ectly well ſatisfied with his ſituation; he be- 
came courteous and liberal, and his ſervants and 
attendants rejoiced in this change of his diſpoſi'i ton. 
At length, when he thought he had given indubi- 
table prone of his ſincerity, he deſited that Cortes 


would allow him to viſit his temples, and, at the 


ſame time gave his royal word that he wou 4 punc- 
tually return to his quarters: and obſerved, that 
ſuch an indulgence would redound to the advantage 
of the Spaniards themſelves, as the Mexicans be⸗ 
gan to ſurmiſe that he was detained as a priſoner, 
and in that belief might ræiſe ſome dangerous com- 
motion. Cortes, ſenſible of the truth of what he 
| alledged, aſſured him that he was at liberty to go 
abroad whenever he ſhould think proper; yet he ac- 
cepted of the promiſe he made with regard t his 
returning, becauſe he ſhould be extremely mortified 
in being deprived of his company. 

Though the general would not hinder im from 
viliting his temples, he inſiffed upon his proniies 
that no human ſacrifice {0414 be perform duft in 
that day: and if theſe impious rites were not entirely 

aboliſhed, they were at leaſt conducted with {uch ſe- 


erecy as ſcreened them effectually from the obſer» a- 
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tion of the Spaniards, His firſt excurſion was to 
the principal temple, which he entered with his 
© uſual pomp and attendants, and his appearance was 

celebrated with the loud acclamations of his people, 
among whom he diſtributed largefſes with uncom- 
mon liberality. Having paid his worſhip to the 

zods, he returned to the quarters, where he declar- 
ed, with all the marks of ſincerity, that, excluſive 
of his promiſe, he would have come back ſolely to 
enjoy that ſatisfaction he had in . among the 
ſtrangers. : 

From this day he continijed! to go abroad occa- 
ſionally, according to his own inclination, ſome-i 
times to the palace of his wives, and ſometimes to 
pleaſure houſes, where he enjoyed his amuſements; 
but never without aſking leave of Cortes, who ge- 
nerally accompanied him in his parties of diverſion, 
and indeed feemed to engroſs his favour to ſuch a 
degree, that the nobles, who had any thing to alk 

of the emperor, never failed to ſollicit the interelif 
of the general, in which Fay 885 found theif 
account. 

Yet, in the midſt of this ſaceels and ſeeming 
tranquillity, Hernan did not neglect thoſe precau 
tions which he deemed neceſſary for his own ſeci 
rity, as well as for the excution of the vaſt deſigns 
he had conceived. He appointed Gonzalo de San 
| doval to the government of Vera Cruz, which waf 
vacant by the death of Juan de Eſcalante; but, a 
he did not chuſe-to part with ſuch a valuable cap 
tain, he ſent ia quality of his lieutenant, a privat 
ſoldier, called Alonſo, de Grado, a man of ability 
theugh turbulent in his Yiſpoſition, wifo had diſtin 

guiſhed himſelf in the paſt diſturbances. | 
Ibis might have been a very unlucky ſtep, hat 
the teſſes which Diego Velaſquez fitted out in th 
' proſecution of his old claim, arrived a little ſoone 


on the coalt of Vera Cruz, But, the lieutenant by 
© hape 
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haved with ſuch inſolence and tyranny, that, in a 1 
few days after his arrival, complaints were ſent * 
againſt him from the inhabitants and adjacent towns, 8 i 

WT {> that Cortes was obliged to fetch him away pri- 1 
ſoner, and indulge them with the governor in per- E [48 | 


The broken expreſſions which the Tlaſealans had: 
overheard, about cutting away the bridges, and ruin- ' th 
ing the cauſeways, had made a deep impreffion up- = 
on the mind of the general, and inſpired him with- -. 1 
the deſign of making himſelf. maſter of the lake. 
| by means of two brigantines to be built ofthe wrecks. 1 
of the ſbips which had been bored. | "x 

Fraught with this idea, he excited the curioſity: ,_ 1 
of Motezuma, by deſcribing the nature of ſailing 

by the wind, which was utterly unknown to the 1 
Mexicans, and obtained his pęrmiſſion to build two. 
veſſels on the lake for his majeſty's amuſement, ans . ; 
the inſtruction of his ſubjeAs. Accordingly the- Wl! 
nails, cordage, canvas, and other tackle belonging „ 
to the Spaniſh ſhips were brought from Vera Cruz, e 
and fome builders, who had liſted as ſoldiers, were i 
ſet at work; together with the carpenters of Mexi- WW 
co, who followed the directions of Cortes and his. 
artiſts ; ſo. that in a few days the brigantines were- _ 
finiſhed and Motezuma refolved to embark in per- | q 
lon with the Spaniard , that he might have the: _ 
nearer view of this ſtrange navigation. Great pre 
parations were made for this exhibition, 

A vaſt number of canoes, belonging to the em- 

cror and others, were finely decorated and man- 
ned with the moſt expert rowers; and the Mexi-- 
cans could not believe but that they ſhould triumph 
in the trial; but no fooner did the breeze ſpring: 
ws than the brigantines unfurled their fails, and 
began to move with ſuch celerity, as ſoon left all: 
he canoes at a great diſtance behind, to the inex- 
preſüble amazement of the Indians, WhO could not 
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comprehend. the European manner of ſteering and 


Working ſuch floating houſes, but fairly owned this 
Was an art beyond their capacity, and firmly believ- 
ed, that by means of theſe wonderſul machines, the 
Chriſtians could command the elements of wind 
and water, As for Motezuma, his aſtoniſhment 
was mingled with rapture, and he beheld the vic- 
tory of the Spaniards with all the delight of a warm 


 _partizan, although it was obtained over his own 


ſubjects. 
_ He became every des more and more attached 
to Cortes, who having gained this important point 
of the brigantines, took all opportunities of for- 
warding the treaty of commerce and alliance which 
he had projected between Mexico and Spain, and 
informed bimſelf, without incurring the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion, of the extent, power, riches and produce of 
this Indian empire: nay, Motezuma himſelf took 
pains to make him acquainted with the nature and 
ſuuation of his country: he ordered his painters to 
draw an exact repreſentation of all his territories, 
together with all the bays, harbours and creeks up- 
on the coaſt, and even permitted ſome Spaniards to 
go and examine the moſt celebrated mines, and take 
A more accurate ſurvey of the country, The ge- 


neral's pretence for making thoſe minute inquiries 


Was, that he might be able to give his own fove- 
reign a more adequate idea of the grandeur and 
power of his new ally; and perhaps the Indian em- 
peror gratihed his deſire from vanity and oſtenta- 
tion. 

Some Spaniſh hiſtorians pretend, that even at this 


juncture, when ſuch harmony ought to have pre- 


vailed between the Chriſtians and Motezuma, the 
ſoldiers of Cortes reſolved to overthrow all the idols 
of Mexico, and convert the principal temple into 
a church; that the prieſts took up arms, and the 
whole city roſe in defence of their gods: that, after 
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along conteſt, which was maintai ined without blood- 


ſhed, the Mexicans agreed that a part of the templeè 
ſhould be converted ifito: a Chriſtian chapel, where 


| an altar was erected, together with the croſs of 


Chriſt, and an image of the Virgin Mary, and maſs 


| was ſung with great ſolemnity: that the prieſts of 


the idols took great pains to clean and adorn this 


chapel, until the Mexicans mutinying for want of - 


rain, they came to Cortes in a tumultuous manner, 
complaining that their gods had refuſed to ſend them 
refreſhing rain, becaule ſtrange deities were intro- 


duced into their temples; and that, in order to ap- 
| peaſe this diſorder,” the general promiſed that they 


ſhould have a plentiful ſhower, which actually fell 
in a ſew hours, to the unſpeakable - admiration of 


Motezuma and his ſubjecis. But, it is not at all 
probable that Cortes, conſidering his preſent preca- 


rious ſituation, : would permit his ſoldiers: to en- 
gage in an enterprize which could not fail to exaſ- 


berate the minds of the Indians beyond a poſſibility 


of accommodation: and as for the miracle, every 
ſenſible reader will regard it as an idle tale of 1 «nl 


| rant ſuperſtition. 


Notwithſtanding the great ie the Spaniſh 


general had made in the favour of Motezuma, and 
eſteem of the Mexicans, he was now expoſed to a 


danger which had well nigh compleated bis ruin. 
This was a conſpiracy formed againſt him by the 
emperor's own nephew Cacumazin, king of Te- 
zeuco, and firſt elector of the empire. He was a 
young man of great vivacity, art and ambition, 
who, under pretence of ſetting Motezuma at liber- 
ty, harboured deſigns upon the throne of Mexico, 
either by bringing about an immediate revolution, 


or by ſccuring the popular favour at the next 
election when the throne. ſhould become vacant, 
With theſe views, he took all private opportunities 
of e the conduct, and diſplaying the pu- 


ſillanimity, 
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' < fillanimity, of his uncle, who tamely ſubmitted to | 
the tyranny of a few inſolent ſtrangers ; and, at the | 
ſame time, endeavoured to vilify Cortes and his Spa- 
niards, as an handful of robbers, whoſe reputation 
Was not built upon their courage and valour, but 
on the cowardice of thoſe who were afraid to op- 
pole their arms. He enlarged upon their preſump- || 
tion, in countenancing rebels and enemies, whom 
they had introduced into the boſom of their city, to 
the indelivle reproach of the Mexican name; in- 
veighed againſt the audacious behaviour of Cortes, 
who had acted as ſupreme magiſtrate in the midſt N 
of Mexico, and even put an Indian general to death Ii a; 
by a moſt i ignominious execution; and laſtly, he th 
reminded them of the ſhameful ſtate of captivity in I be 
which they detained the emperor, to the eternal diſ- WM 
grace of all his nobles and people. By ſuch infinua- I of 
tions he inflamed the minds of ſome of the firſt ut 
noblemen of the empire; and, at a private aſſem- I hi 
bly, at which were preſent the kings of Cuyocan, IM le 
Tztapalapa, Matalcingo, and many other powerful IN ri 
caciques, he explained their grievances in a pathe- W a 
tic harangue, and propoſed that they ſhould take 2 
arms and ſuddenly attack the Spaniards in their quar- I hi 
ters. The king of Matalcingo, who was alſo Mo- (© 
tezuma's nephew, and plainly perceived the drift of W th 
Cacumazin, which interfered with his own preten- ro. 
ions, oppoſed the execution of this ſcheme, until I th; 
they ſhould have firſt taken ſome ſteps to ſecure the ¶ en 
emperor's perſon, which muſt be in the moſt im- by 
minent danger from ſuch an attack ; and, finding C: 
his expedient rejected by the aſſembly as an imprac- I the 
ticable propoſal, he is thought to have made Mo- I of 
tezuma acquainted with the conſpiracy, although he I be 
ſeemingly acted in concert with the council, which ze: 
broke up after they had concerted the enterpriſe, ap- vo 
pointed the day, and recommended to each other I ce 
the moſt inviolable ſecrecy. This plot was no ſoon- 

, of 
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er - intimated to Motezuma, than he went to com- 
municate the particulars to Cortes, who, by means 
of his ſpies, was already informed of the whole. 
However, he thanked the emperor for this proof of 
his integrity and concern, and defired his permiſ- 


ion to march out with his Spaniards, and chaſtiſe 


the ſeditious Cacumazin. Motezuma argued againſt 
this propoſal, as a ſtep which would not only diſ- 
credit his authority, but alſo, in all lixelihood, pro- 
duce ſome new breach between the Chriſtians and 
his people : he therefore begged the general -would 
leave the puniſhment of the delinquent to his care, 
and in a little time took ſuch meaſures in private, 
that his rebellious nephew was ſeized at his own 
houſe, and brought priſoner to Mexico, where he 
was cloſely confined as a criminal under ſentence 
of death. Yet he was not treated in this manner, 
until after he had publicly diſobeyed the-orders of 
his ſovereign, and reviled Cortes in the moſt inſo- 
lent and contemptuous manner, At this very pe- 
riod there was a brother of Cacumazin at Mexico, 
a youth of great courage and expectation, who had 
a few days before narrowly eſcaped a ſnare which 
his brother had laid for his life, in conſequence of 


ſome domeſtic jealouſies. Motezuma had taken 


this young prince into his protection, and even en- 
rolled him in his own family: and Cortes takin 

the advantage of theſe circumſtances, diſſuaded the 
emperor from putting a prince of the blood to death: 
by a public execution; but counſelled him to deprive 
Cacumazin of his rank and dominions, and give 

them to his brother, who ſo well deſerved that mark 
of his indulgence; by which means the traitor would 
be ſufficiently puniſhed, and the kingdom of Te- 
zeuco, together with the dignity of firſt elector, de- 
volve. to the perſon who had 5 right of ſuc- 


ceſſion. 
Me 8 


40 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
© Motezuma was highly pleaſed with this advice, 


which he immediately communicated to the nobles 
of his council, who applauded it as equally juſt and 


merciful; and by a royal decree, Cacumazin was 


qiſpoſſeſſed of all his honours, dignities, and domi- 
nions, which were conferred upon his brother, to 


the ſatisfaction of all the grandees, and the unſpeak- 


able pleaſure of the vaſſals of the family, with whom 
the young prince was a great favourite. When the 
emperor beſtowed the inveſtiture, with the ceremo- 
nies peculiar to the country, he made a pathetic 
ſpeech to the young king, recommending to him 
the exerciſe of juſtice and benevolence, and in par- 
ticular gave him to underſtand, that his good for- 


tune was Entirely owing to the advice of the Spaniſh | 


general. 

This manner of chaſtiſing tht bloodſhed, 
was applauded through the whole empire, and aſcri- 
bed to the ſuperior judgment and virtue of the Chriſ- 
tians, which operated ſo itrongly on the reſt of the 
conſpirators, that they diſperſed their troops, and 
had recourſe to the clemency of the king, whoſe 
pardon they obtained through the intetceſſion of 
Cortes: ſo that his reputation was greatly raiſed by 
the very means which had been uſed to effect his 

ruin, | 


* 


CHAP, 


—— 
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Motezuma makes a voluntary offer of becoming 1r:bu= 
tary to Spain, to which he gains the conſegt of the — 
fates ; and confirms it by profuſe preſents; which 

Cortes judiciouſiy diſpaſes of aſter which Motezuma 
inſiſis upon his evacuating Mexico, and Cortes takes 
proper meaſures to preſerve his footing 3 but fears 
freſh troubles from Velaſquez ; who ſends ſeveral 
/hips to appeſe bim. * "EF 


A Motezuma was pleaſed to ſee 
this ſtorm blown over ſo quietly, certain re- 
flections rankled at his heart, and continually diſ- 
turbed his repoſe. He could not help remembering 
what he had been, and conſidering his preſent 
ſituation ; and theſe ſentiments filled him with grief 
| and mortification. At length, he ſummoned all his 
| fortitude and recollection, and reſolved to free him- 
. ſelf of that odious reſtraint under which he had lan- 
guiſhed ſo long. Acuated by this motive, he took 
a proper opportunity to tell Cortes, that now he in- 
tended to make a voluntary acknowledgment of that 
vaſlalage which he owed to the king of Spain as 
ſucceſſor of Quezalcoal, in a general aſſembly of 
his nobles, to be convoked for that purpoſe ; and, 
2s a mark of that vaſſalage, ſettle a contribution, in 
which he himſelf would take the lead, by preſent- 
Ing the moſt valuables jewels of his treaſury to Don 
Carlos; and he did not doubt that all his caciques 
would follow his example, in contributing accord- 
Ing to their abilities, - + 
Cortes, who did not perceive his whole aim, 
thanked him for his liberality, without ſeeming to _ 
be ſurprized at his propoſal, and inwardly rejoiced 
at the proſpect of being able to give his ſovereign 
ſuch important earneſt of the wealth he ſhould one 
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day reap from this acquiſition in point of ſuperia. 
rity : for, he was now to be declared lord pars. 
mount of the Mexican empire; and Hernan, far 
from having any intention to depart, thought he 


Mexico, until he ſhould receive orders from Spain, 
Motezuma entertained very different ſentiments; 

he concluded, that Cortez could have no pretext 
for ſtaying, after he ſhould have obtained more 
than he could reaſonably expect; and with that 
notion, diſpatched couriers to convene all the ca- 
cCacique of his empire, according to the cuſtom prac: 
tiſed in all caſes of emergency. They accordingly 
aſſembled with equal ſplendour and.expedition, and 
the council was held in the king's apartments, in 
| preſence of Cortes and*his captains, together with 


their interpreters. Here Motezuma uttered a ſtu - 


died harangue, wherein, after having reminded 
them of the obligations they. owed him as their ſo- 
vereign and benefactor, and aſſured them he had 
conſulted and obtained the approbation of the gods, 
touching the cauſe of their meeting, he repeated 
the ſtory and prophecy of Quezalcoal, declared 
the king of Spain was the deſcendant and ſucceſſot 
of that mighty prince, conſequently the rightful 
lord proprietor of the Mexican empire, to whom 
he and all of them were bound in duty to yield 
obedience and acknowledgment; as a mark d 


which, he had ſelected the moſt precious jewels of his 


_ treaſury, for an offering to the king of Spain, and 
he did not doubt that they would follow his example 
in dedicating ſome part of their riches to the ſams 
uſe. | | 

This diſcourſe he did not pronounce without in- 
terruption. He could not help fighing from time 
to time, and when he owned himſelf vaſſal to 
another prince, the tears trickled down his cheess, 
and he could not proceed; until Cortes rings * 
clare 
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| cared that it was not the intention of his ſovereign 


to diſpoſſeſs Motezuma; or make the leaſt innova- 
tion in his government; but all he defired was, 
that they would ſettle his right to the ſucceſſion, in 
favour of his deſcendants. An explanation which 


encouraged Motezuma, who reſumed his tranquillity, 
and diſtinctly finiſhed his harangue. The aſſembly 
were. aſtoniſhed and confounded at the propoſal, 


which ſeemed ſo inconſiſtent with the dignity and 
known character of their emperor : they conſidered 


it as the effect of compulſion, they groaned bitterly, 
and gave other marks of-anxiety and diſturbance, 
and looked at each other in the moſt emphatic 
ſilence: until his prime miniſter, who knew his 
| prince's diſpoſition, took upon him to anſwer in, 
the name of the reſt ; aſſuring him, that as all the 
nobles reſpected him as their natural lord and ſove- 
| reign, they ſhould readily obey whatever his ma- 
jeſt y ſhould think proper to propoſe, and follow his 
example in every thing to the utmoſt of their 


power. The whole council ſignified their aſſent 


to this declaration; and Cortes, by the mouth of 
his interpreter, made an artful ſpeech, in which he 
gave thanks to Motezuma and all preſent, for this 
g demonſtration. of their reſpect, which he accepted 
in the name of his king, without ſeeming to think 
it ſtrange that they complied with their obliga- 
tions; but, rather as one who receives a jult debt, 
and is pleaſed with his debtor's punctuality. = 
Perhaps Motezuma's whole aim in this tranſac= 
tion, was to forward the departure of the gueſts, 
without any intention to fulfil the terms of this 


ſubmiſſion for the future. Be this as it will, from 


that day, Charles V. was acknowledged and be- 
lieved by the people to be the lawful and hereditary 


lord of the Mexican empire; and their homage. 


was authenticated by a public inſtrument, according 
lo the cuſtom of the country. 
5 5 Motezuma 
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the preſent he had provided, conſiſting of curiofi. 


' monarch, and fuch as might be expected from 


_ melted down, amounted to {ix hundred thouſand 


the ſame deer:e of rank, hed equal ſhares ; but, 


complaints, which, however, were ſoon filenc 


* 


44 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO.” 


Motezuma having tranſacted this affair to hi 
liking, reſolved to loſe no time in retrieving that 
liberty and independence, for which he had fo long 
ſighed in ſecret. He forthwith delivered to Cortes 


ties in gold, in the ſhapes of animals, birds, and 
hſhes, a great number of precious ſtones, particu. 
larly thoſe called Colcuites, in colour like*emeralds, 
which they eſteemed above all others, together 
with ſome ſurprizing pictures made of variegated 
feathers; in a word, the whole was the ranſom of 
a great prince, who thinks he cannot purchaſe his 
liberty at too high a price. The contribution of 
the nobles was anſwerable to the liberality of theit 


wealthy chiefs, who vied with each other in lo). 
alty and oftentation. Cortes appointed a receiver: 
and treaſurer, to take an exact account of what 
was delivered, and in a few days, excluſive of jeu. 
els, precious ſtones, and pieces of curious work- 
manſhip, they had amaſſed as much gold as, when 


peſos in bars of a very good alloy. Out of this 
treaſure, one fifth part was ſet aſide for the king, 
and one fifth of the remainder for the uſe of Her. 
nan Cortes, and in order to defray the expence of 
providing neceſſaries for the army. Another pat 
was likewiſe allotied to reimburſe Diego Velaſque? 
and Hernan's friends in the iſland- of Cuba, who 
had ſupplied him with money for the voyage; and 
the reſt was divided among the officers and ſoldiers, 
including thoſe who were at Vera Cruz. Thoſein 


| IP ——"IY —— ² 


among the private men thoſe were beſt- rewarded, 
who had moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the jer- 


vice. This difference produced murmurs and Joud 
ed 


by 


— 
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by the liberality of Cortes, who ſatisfied the male 
contents from his own ſhare of the contribution. 

Motezuma having made this ſubſtantial acænow- 
ledgment of ſubjection, ſent for Cortes, and with 
a peremptory air of unuſual ſeverity, told him, 
that now he was diſpatched, he ſhould think of de- 

| parting, ſeeing bis further ſtay would be juſtly at- 

tributed to finiſter motives; nor could he any lon- 
ger ſupport him, when reaſon was not on his ſtde, 
The nature of this intimation, and the manner in 

| which he delivered it, was ſo unexpected, that it 
was not till after ſome pauſe that Cortes could re- 

collect himſelf ſo as to make a proper reply. He 
now, for the firſt time, perceived the drift of that 

| afembly, which had been convoked ; and ſuſpect- 
ing that Motezuma might have ſome forces privately 

| aſſembled, in order to back this propoſal Which he 

| had made in ſuch a reſolute and even menacing 
tone, he privately ſent one of his captains to order 
his ſoldiers to take to their arms; and in the mean 

time, - excuſed himſelf for ſeeming embaraſſed at 
ſeeing his majeſty moved more than ordinary, al- 

| ſuring him, he was ſo far from tntending to protract 
his departure, that he had come on purpoſe to beg 

bis permiſſion to build ſome veſſels to tranſport the 

| Spaniards to their own country, as he well knew 
they had loſt the ſhips that brought them to the 
Indian coaft. : ö | 

The emperor is ſaid to have provided fifty thou- 
ſand men to ſupport his determination; but, cer- 
aaa it is, he was deſuous of avoiding a rupture 

„with Cortes, and even very appreheiſſive of the 

anſwer he might receive : for, he no ſooner heard 

"WF fbis artful reply, which was equally ſage and mo- 

Lerne, than he embraced him with particular 

| marks of affection; and, being now rid of his fears, 
he told him with the utmoſt complacency, that 


It was not his intention to haſten his departure, be- 
| fore 
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fore he was provided for the voyage; and that he 


 Thould be furniſhed with every thing he wanted, 


without delay. 75 
_ He accordingly iſſued orders for aſſembling 20 
the carpenters of the country to cut wood, and 
work under the direction of Cortes and his people; 
and Hernan, on his part, affected to comply with 
gem alacrity. He difpatched his builders to Verz 


' Cruz, in o:der to collect the iron-work, rigging, 


and fails of the veſſels which had been funk ; bur, 
at the ſame time, gave private directions to Mattin 
Lopez, his maſter builder, to proceed lowly, and 


prolong the work as much as he could, without in- 


currinig the ſuſpicion of the Mexicans : for, his 


real deſign was to maintain his footing at Mexico, 
until his commiſſaries ſhould return from Spain, as 


he expected they would bring him a ſupply of 
troops, together with directions for his future con- 
duct. 2 / 

By theſe prudent meaſures, he quieted the minds 
of Motezuma and his ſubjects, for the preſent ; but, 
in a few days, he had occaſion to exert all his dil- 


cretion and magnanimity. Intelligence was brought 


to the Indian emperor, that eighteen ſhips were 
ſeen hovering upon the coaſt of Pilleca, and by the 
paintings, which were made for the better informa- 
tion of his majeſty, and certain characters inter. 
mingled with the paintings, thoſe ſhips were ſu- 
ſpected to be manned with Spaniards: a circum- 
ſtance that could not fail to alarm the whole em- 
pire, and revive that ſuſpicion which Cortes had 
already incurred, and ſo lately diſpelled. Motezu- 


ma immediately communicated his intelligence to 


the Spaniſh general, telling him that it would be 
unneceſſary to proceed with his building, ſeeing be 
might embark in thoſe ſhips for his on country, 
Hernan, having ſurveyed the paintings, was per- 
ſectly ſatisfied with their being Spaniſh veſſels, and 

| | ſuppoſing 


of 
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| fuppoſing they were come from Spain with a ſupply 
of troops and ammunition, anſwered with great 
compoſure, that he would embark immediately, 
provided thoſe ſhips were bound back to any of the 
king of Spain's dominions': but, at the ſame time, 
| obſerved that he would not deſiſt from building, 
until he ſhould be informed of the particulars, by a 
meſſage from Zempoalla, whom he expected every 
moment. . „ 
| Such a reaſonable reply would not be diſagreeable 
to Motezuma, who ſeems to have had a real eſteem 
and veneration for Cortes, and to have dreaded. 
| nothing ſo much as a quarrel with the Spaniards : 
but, Hernan was not a little concerned, when in a 
| few days he received a letter from Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, importing, that theſe ſhips belonged to 
Diego Velaſquez, and contained eight hundred 

men, who were come to oppoſe him and his deſigns 
in Mexico. This mortifying account was put into 
his hands, while he was engaged in converſation 
with Motezuma, and it required all his prudence 
and reſolution to cenceal his emotions from the ob- 
ſervation of that monarch. However, he ſucceeded 
in his endeavours, the emperor ſuſpected nothing 
of the truth; Hernan even ſoftened the account 
among his own people, and retired to his own 
apartment, in order to deliberate upon this unex- 
pected event. But, here a retroſpect is neceſlary, 
to explain the reception which the commillaries of 
Cortes found at the court of Spain, as well as the 
cauſes that prompted and enabled Velaſquez to equip 
fuch an armament againſt bim. | 5 

| Alonzo Hernandez Portocarrero, and Franciſco 
de Montejo, who failed from Vera Cruz with let- 
ters for the king, together with the firſt tribute of 

New Spain, touched at the iſland of Cuba, though 
contrary to the orders they had received, that Fran- 
ciico de Montejo might have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
his 
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his own home, which: was near the Havannah, at 


ſuch a diſtance from the government of Velaſquez, 
that he thought they ran no riſque from his vipi. 


lance or reſentment. This, however, was a very 


dangerous ſtep, which had well nigh prevented 
their voyage to Spain ; for, Diego de Velaſquez, 
apprehendipg that Cortes would ſend ſome of his 
ſlips to the iſland of St. Domingo, in order to ſol. 
eit the ſuccour and protection of the religious go- 
vernors, had ſtationed ſpies all along the coaſt, to 


give him intelligence: and being, by theſe mee nz 


made acquainted with what happened at the habita- 
tion of Montejo, he immediately diſpatched two 
light veſſels, well manned and armed, with orders 
to take the ſhip, and every perſon on board; and 


theſe orders were executed with ſuch diligence, that 


the pilot Alaminos had occaſion for all his ſkill and 
good fortune to eſcape the danger by which he 
was threaten:d : for, Montejo no ſooner reim- 
barked, in conſcquence of the firſt notice he fe- 
ceived of the governor's deſign, than this bold 
mariner ventured to fail through the gulph of Flo 
Tida, hitherto unattempted, which was the only 
expedient by which they could poſſibly elude the 
purſuit of Vel:ſquez. After a proſperous voyage, 
they arrived at Sevil in October, though at a veiy 
unlucky conjuncture; for, the chaplain Benito Mar- 


tin, whom Velaſquez had ſent to ſollicit the com: 
miſſion of King's lieutenant, and obtained his ſult 


and was now at Sevil, waiting for a veflc], in 
which he might return. to Cuba, whither he hz 
already ſent the commiſſion which he had procured, 
This man repreſented Cortes in ſuch a diſadvan- 
tageous light, as a pyrate who had clandeſtine) 
carried off the veſſels belonging to Velafquez, 
and the intereſt of this laſt was ſo ſtrong at Sevi, 


that the direQors of the trade, in conſequence 0 


his complaint and impeachment, ordered the veſſe 
_ - ” 7 and 


— 
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and cargo to be ſeized, and, as a conſiderable fa- 
your, permitted the envoys. of Cortes to reſort to 
the king for redreſs. Accordingly, the two cap- 
WW tains with Alaminos ſet out for Barcelona, where 
wey expected to find the court; but, underſlanding 
his majeſty was at Corunna, where he had pre- 


* 


pared his navy to paſs over into Flanders, in order 

to accept of the imperial crown, they took the 
boad of Medellen, where they viſited Martin Cor- 
es, who received them with equal pleaſure and 
WW piize, when he underitood the glory and ſucceſs 


of his ſon, whoſe death he hd long deplored; and 
ey perſuaded this venerable old gentleman to ac- 


company them to the emperor, in hope that his 33 
| character and grey hairs would give a ſanction to FF 
4 


(WT their ſollicitations. It was their good fortune to 
overtake the court at Tordefillas,. juſt as the pre- 

beat, from Cortes and the Indians of the new con- 

WT quelt arrived from Sevil ; for, theſe the directors 

„ curſt not detain, becauſe they were upon the em- 9 

pecor's own account. They met with a very gra- | 

. Wh cious reception from Charles, who expreſſed his ſa- 

; Wh (faction and aſtoniſhment at their account of this 

e new diſcovered world, and, in ſeveral] conferences 

„Lich the deputies, minutcly inquired into every 

1 Wh Particular of the conqueſt, while the Indians and 

i- WT picients before his eyes gave as it were a ſanction 

\ and credit to the wonderful circumſtances which 

„they related. But, as his majeſty was then on the 

u drink of his departure for Germany, he referred 

0 the letters and follicitations of Cortes, to cardinal 
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, Adrian and the council, to which he had committed 
the adminiſtration of affairs during his own ab- 5 


1y Wy ence ; deſiring they would take ſome method for 
WW Qualifying matters, fo as to do juſtice to the preten- 
„ons of Velaſquez, and at the ſame time encouiage „ 
dhe conqueror of Mexico, who had hitherto ꝓto- 3 
el Ceeded with ſuch uncommon ſpirit and ſuce. (6. 3 


vo. II. D The 
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The preſident of this council, was Juan Ro- 
driquez de Fonſeca, biſhop of Burgos, who greatly. 
favoured. Velaſquez, and repreſented Cortes as a 
rebel and ſeditious perſon, upon whom they could 
have no dependance; however, they did not think 
it was convenient to give him immediate cauſe of 
Aiſcontent, nor would they ſend him any part of 
the ſupplies he fo earneſtly demanded ; ſo that all 
His deputies obtained was a ſmall ſhare of the car. 
go they had brought for their ſubſiſtence, and they 
were obliged, for two whole years, to dance at- 
tendance at court, like unregarded projectors. 
Mean while, Diego Velaſquez received his com- 
miſſion of king's heutenant, not only of Cuba, 
but likewiſe of all the lands which ſhould be dil. 
Covered and conquered through his means. This 
title, together with aſſurances of protection from 
the biſhop of Burgos, prefident of the Indies, at 
once gratified his ambition and reſentment ; he re- 
ſolved to appropriate to himſelf the glory of con- 
quering Mexico, and to puniſh Cartes as a rebel 
and deſerter. With theſe views, he exerted all his 
influence, and expended the greateſt part of his 
fortune in equipping an armament, conſiſting of 
eight hundred Spaniſh infantry, eighty hotle, 
twelve pieces of cannon, and great ſtore of pro- 
viſion, arms and ammunition. The command of 
the expedition he beſtowed upon Pamphilo de 
Narvaez, native of Valladolid, a man of diſtinc- 
tion and capacity, but of a violent temper, vain, 
haughty, and bigotted to his own opinions: and 
this gentleman, with the title of Diego's lieutenant, 
had private inſtructions to do his utmoſt endeavours 
to apprehend Cortes, and ſend him over to Cuba 
in irons, together with his chief officers, provided 
they ſhould refuſe to abandon his intereſt; and to 
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i ; | » Ee ar Th 2 
that had been conquered, hecauſe it was within his 


diſtrict, as the king's lieutenant. 


CHAP; XXL. 


de monk of St. Geronimo vainly endeavours to male 
Velaſquez abandon” his project, and have recourſe 
to pelicy, when elocution fails; Velaſquez's agents 
have Very bad facceſs at Vera Cruz, being 000 ofe TE 


by the governor ; Cortes finds himſelf in the moſt 


perplexing car cumſtances, but difſ-mbles his contern, 
and acts with great precaution, while bis opponents 
behave in a very indiſſerent manner. 


HE monks of St. Geronimo, who preſided 
over the royal audience at St. Domingo, and 


being informed of theſe preparations, and foteſee- 


| a competition, ſent the licentiate Lucas Vaſquez 
| de Ayllon, to diſſuade Diego from his enterprize z 
and, in caſe other arguments ſhould prove ineffectual 
to command him, upon great penalties, to difarm 
bis people, unrig his fleet, and deſiſt from an un- 
| Certaking which might diſturb or impede the mea - 
lures of Hernan Cortes, | 


| where be found the fleet, conſiſting of ſeventeen 


hips, well manned and juſt ready to ſail; and 


uled all his influence and elocution; to divert Ve- 
Vaſquez from his purpoſe. He expatiated upon the 
danger to which his people might be expoſed, in 
cale Cortes ſhould ſtand upon the defentive, and 


Favail himſelf of the allies whom he bad made 


among the natives: he repreſented the miſchief that 
night enſue to the intereſt of Spain, ſhould the 
Indians perceive a civil war among their conque- 
ers: and exhorted to leave his complaints to the 
D 2 deter- 
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ing the bad conſequences which might attend ſuch 
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52 THE CONQUEST. OF MEXICO. 
determination of the royal chamber, which would 
not fail to do him juſtice in redreſſing the wrongs . 

he bad ſuſtained, : | „ 

But, finding Velaſquez deaf to all remonſtran- 

© ces, and elevated to a degree of inſolence and pride 
by the title which he had acquired, he proceeded 

to the judicial part of his commiſſion, and cauſed 

His orders and proteſt to be notified by a ſcrivener, 
- whom he had brought along with him for that pur- 
poſe. Although he was treated with contempt and 

_ indecency in the performance of his. duty, he diſ- 
fembled his reſentment, and, pretending to be re- 
conciled to a deſign he could not prevent, expreſſed 
a deſire of accompanying the expedition, in order 
to gratify his own private cuiofity, | 

This requeſt was immediately granted by Diego, 
who was glad of this opportunity of keeping the 
fathers of St. Domingo the longer in ignorance of 
his motions; and the licentiate embarked, in hope 

of being able, when at a diſtance from Velaſquez, 
to act as mediator between Narvaez and Hernan 
Cortes, and prevent the bad conſequences of Die- 
go's reſentment. With the ſame view, Andres de 
Duero, that ſecretary of Velaſquez who had be- 
friended Cortes ſo much in the beginning of his 
fortune, likewiſe engaged in the expedition; and 
the fleet, ſailing with a favourable wind, ſoon an- 
chored in the port of Ulua. Here Pamphilo de 
Narvaez ſent aſhore ſome ſoldiers for intelligence, 
and in a little time they returned with two or three 
Spaniards, whom they had found ſtraggling about 
the place. From theſe he received information. 0 
every thing which had happened at Vera Cruz and 
Mexico, tho', either with deſign to flatter Narvaez, 
or in order to gratify their own malice, they affected 
to leſſen the ſucceſs, and diſcredit the operations of 
Cones: - ; ; 
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Ia conſequence of this intelligence, Ppampbilo 
reſolved to treat with Gonzalo de Sandoval about 
the ſurrendry of the fortreſs which was under his 


command, and forthwith ſent a clergyman, called 
Juah Ruis de Guevara, attended by three ſoldiers 


and a public notary, to ſignify his demand, and 
perſuade Sandoval to join the army with his gar- 


riſon. Gonzalo, who, by his centinels, had been 
informed of their coming, and was prepared for 
their reception, recollected all his temper, which 
was ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain him within the 


hounds of moderation, when Guevara explained 


his meſſage, and gave him to underſtand, that 
Narvaez was come to ſend Cortes in chains to 
Cuba. He anſwered, with great warmth, he could 
not perſuade himſelf, that Pamphilo de Narvaez, 


whom he believed to be a good ſubject, would at- 


t:mpt to interrupt Cortes in a conqueſt that would 
redound fo muth to the advantage of Spain, but 


rather join him with all his forces, in bringing ſuch 


a noble ſcheme to perfection: however, if he was 
actually determined to offer violence to Hernan, he 
might be aſſured, that the garriſon of Vera Cruz 
would oppoſe him with all their power. 


The prieſt, who was a paſſionate man, being 


equal.y aſtoniſhed and incenſed at this unexpected 
repulſe, broke out into injurious language and 
threats againſt Hernan Cortes and all his adherents, 
whom he upbraided as felons and traitors; and 
commanded the notary to do his office, in publiſhing 
that all the Spaniards in Vera Cruz ſhould pay 
obedience to Narvaez, on pain of death, 


Sandoval having attempted in vain to perſuade 


this indiſcreet egcleſiaſtie, that ſuch violence was 
equally unjuſt and unſeemly in a perſon off his pro- 
icon, at length aſſumed a peremptory air, and 
told the notary, he would cauſe him to be hanged 
immediately, ſhould he preſume to publiſh any or- 
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( ders that did not come from the king. Nay, he 
i cauſed the prieſt and his attendants to be appre. 
1 hended and ſent to Cortes; whom he previouſly in- 
formed of the ſteps he had taken; then he ſum- 
moned his Indian allies to his aſſiſtance, in caſe he 
1 ſhould be attacked, put his fortreſs in order, and 
ll made all the neceſſary diſpoſitions for ſuſtaining a 

; iege, like an able and vigilant commander. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that Hernan Cortes could 
receive the account of theſe tranſactions without 
concern, He was indeed agitated with the moſt 
violent emotions of anxiety, wher he reflected 
l upon the dangerous ſituation in which he ſtood be. 
= tween the Mexicans and Narvaez, who were 
equally his enemies; and, although he imparted his 
ſentiments and apprehenſions to his own confidants, 
1 wWhoſe advice he conſulted in all emergencies, he 
xt wore an air of tranquillity, in preſence of Mote- 

Zuma, telling him, that thoſe newly arrived were 

- indeed vaſſals to the king his maſter, and had 
brought a ſecond. embaſſy to ſupport the 'propolt- 

tions he had already made ; that they had broughtan 

army along with them, according to the cuſtom of 

their country; but, that he would diſpoſe them to 

return, and even go along with them, ſeeing his 
majelty*s«generolity. had left nothing for him or the 


" 4 new COmers to deſire. e 

1 Nor did Cortes confine himſelf to deliberations 
© only, he reſolved, if poflible, to effect a reconcili- 
1 ation with Narvaez ; but, in caſe he fhould proie 
1 reiraftory, he made proviſion for a rupture, ac- 


cording to his wonted diligence and foreſight. He 

' ſent a meflage to his friends the Tlaſcalans, defiring 

they would aſſemble a body of fix thouſand men 

for an enterprize, in which he might poſſibly want 

their aſſiſtance ; and he gave private in{tructions to 

5 three or four Spaniſh ſoldie:s, who were permitted 


to viſit the mines of Chinantla, to perſuade tht 
CaCciques 


* . 
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eaciques of that country to levy two thouſand ſol- 


'diers for his ſervice ; as they were a warlike people, 


enemies to the Mexicans, and had already fent pri- 
vate offers of ſriendſhip and obedience to the Spa- 
niards. At the ſame time, he purchaſed of them 
three hundred lances made of a very tough wood,, 
and much longer than thoſe uſed by his own people, 
theſe were armed with points of tempered copper, 
inſtead of iron, and diſtributed among his ſoldiers, 
as a ſafeguard from the horſe of Narvaez, which 
gave him no. ſmall uneaſineſs. 
de Solis arrived from Vera Cruz, with the priſoners. 
ſent by Gonzalo de Sandoval, who had been car- 
ried in chairs on the ſhoulders of Indians; and Cor- 


tes, having been apprized of their coming, went. 


out to receive them with more than ordinary at- 
tendance. He immediately ordered their fetters to 
be taken off, and embraced them with great hoſpi- 


* tality, paying particular civilities to the licentiate- 


Guevara, to whom he ſaid, he would chaſtiſe 


Gonzalo de Sandoval for the little regard he had 


fhewn to his perſon and dignity. Nay, he con- 
ducted him to his own apartment, complimented 
him with a place at his table, and intimated more 
than once the greateſt ſatisfaction at the arrival of 
Narvaez, with whom he had formerly lived in the- 
moſt intimate friendſhip. He made him a witneſs 
of the favours he received from Motezuma, and: 
the Po reſpect with which he was treated by 
the Mexican princes : he preſented him with ſome 
jewels of value, which greatly allayed the violence 
of his temper ; his companions taſted largely of 
his bounty; and, without dropping the leaſt hint of 
his being defirous that they would employ their good. 


offices with Narvaez towards an accommodation, 


be in four days diſpatched them, fully perſuaded by 
his reaions and liberality, and warmly engaged in 
his intereſt, ” 

D. 4 Having 


Mean while, Pedro. 
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Having diſmiſſed them in this courteous manner, 


and allowed ſufficient time for his wiſe and politic 


behaviour to produce the deſired effect, he ſent 
friar Bartholome de Olmedo with letters for Nar- 
vacz the licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, and 
the fecretary Andres de Duero; and this envoy 


was provided with jewels, which he had orders to 
diſtribute according to his own ſagacity and pens: 


tration. 
In his letter to Narvaez, aſter having bid 5 


welcome to the American coaſt, he gave him an 
account of the conqueſt, deferibed the warlike ge 


nius of the Indians, together with the power and 


grandeur of Motezuma ; enlarged upon the bad 


conſequences which would infallibly attend any miſ- 


underſtanding among the Spaniards z reminded him 
of his duty to the king, and the friendſhip which 
had formerly ſubſiſted between them; deſifed to 
know his orders, which, if they were from his 


majeſty, he would immediately obey, even though 
hey ſhould command him to reſign his army, and 


deſiſl from the enterprize in which he had ſo far 


ſucceeded. But, if he (Narvaez) acted only by 


virtue of a commiſſion from Velaſquez, he would 
do well to conſider what miſchief might accrue to 
the intereſts of his king and country, from profe- 


cuting the unjuſt reſentment of that governor, 
whom he was reſolved not only to indemnify for 
the expence of equipping the fleet and armament 
with which he had atrived, but alſo to gratify with 


.a ſhare of the glory and advantage of his ſucceſs: | 
and, laſtly, he gave Narvaez to underſtand, that 


he 458 not uſe arguments becauſe he wanted 


Nreneth ; for, he koos as well how to maintain 


his own rights, as to propoſe. an equitable accom- 


modation. 
Pamphilo de Narvaez had taken up his quarters 


in Zempoalla, where he was ory hoſpitably re. 


ceived 
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ceived by the fat cacique, who at firſt believed he 
came in order to ſupport and affiſt his friend Her- 
nan Cortes: but, he was ſoon undeceived, to his 
great mortification ; for, although Naryaez had no 
interpreters, his actions ſpoke too plain, to the con- 
viction of the Indians: he treated the Zempoallans 
in the moſt imperious and oppreſſive manner, ſeized 
upon the furniture and jewels which Cortes had 
left in his own houſe, while his foldiers put in prac- 
tice every act of avarice and rap ine. 
When the licentiate Guevara arrived from Me- 
xico, and expatiated upon the magnificence of that 
city, the kind reception he had met with from 
Cortes, the high degree of favour in which he 
ſtood with Motezuma, and his eager deſire of living 
in friendſhip with Narvaez, that imperious officer 
interrupted his diſcourſe, by telling him, he might 
return to Cortes, by whoſe artifice he had been ca- 
| joled, and thruſt him from his preſence with-ſhock- 
ing marks of rudeneſs and diſreſpect. 
Though the prieſt was repulſed from this quarter, 
he and his companions did not fail to make ſtrong 
Impreſſions upon the minds of the foldiers; among 


: eee Tr 
1 n ST FN — 
e NEE N 


FOES * 2 , 0 - =  — 
= 5 0 MLS 7 . . „ * - 
q "a 2 - 2 4 * wt > 12-48 * — 1 
5 d 1 r 1 | 
So G . 5 "6.46 x * 


rde 8 

FE 5 
FEI TI 
ED) — 1 


44 


7 
"bs 
Wo. - 
al f 50 
2 
i 1. 
3 
5 Z 4 
3B 
3 
1 
& 75 7 
> 2h 
-; \ 
4 * 


- whom they extolled the character of Cortes, in 

„ ſuch a manner as not only diſpoſed them to an ac- 

x commodation with that general, but aiſo inſpired 
at them with doubts and prepoſſeſſions to the prejudice 

th Wh of their own commander. | 

: Guevaro was ſoon followed by father Bartholo- 
at me de Olmedo, who having delivered his creden- 


| flals to Narvaez, could ſcarce prevail upon him to 
| Peruſe the contents, which however he ſuperfici- 
| ally glanced over, out of compliment to the perſon 
and function of the bearer. In vain did the friar 
| make a very eloquent and pathetic remonſtrance, 
Iinporting the neceflity of their acting in concert 
[for the advantage of their country, the intereſt of 
Which would be betrayed by their animoſity; Nar- 
N | vaez 
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vaez replied with unſeemly heat and precipitation, 
that the principal aim of that armament. which he 
commanded was to chaſtiſe Cortes as a rebellious 
ſubject; that he would immediately ſet a price upon 
his head, and proclaim all his adherents traitors; 
and that he had ſufficient force to wreſt the con- 
queſt from his hands, without having any occaſion 
to conſult thoſe who were the accomplices and 
abettors of his rebellion. The friar, {til} preſerving 
his temper, exhorted him to conſider well the flep 
he was about to take; he gave him, to underſtand, 
that, before he could arrive at Mexico, he would be 
obliged to fight his way through whole provinces of 
warlike Indians, who were the friends and confe- 
derates of Cortes; that Hernan's Spaniards were 
determined to die by his ſide, and that his cauſe 
would be ſupported by Motezuma, a prince ſo 
powerful that for every ſingle ſoldier in the army 
of Narvaez, he was able to raiſe a numerous 
army. | 1 
Father Bartholome having taken his leave, with 
a promiſe of returning for a final anſwer, proceeded 
to execute the other part of his commiſſion. He 
viſited the licentiate Lucas Vaſquez, and the {e 
cretary Andres de Duero, who approved of what 
he had propoſed to Narvaez, and promiſed to exeſl 


him 


= 
all their power and influence in effecting an 2- WW | 
commodation. Then the father mingled with tie WM 
captains and ſoldiers of his acquaintance, explained 2 
the nature of his embaſſy, repreſented the neceſſiſ a 
of; eftabliſhing peace between the two commanders n 
diftributed the jewels and other curioſities with . 
great judament; and, in ſhort, would have fool 8 21 
formed a ſtrong party in favour of Cortes, had nd pr 
his negotiation been prevented by Pamphilo ge 
Narvaez, who, being informed of his proceeding) WF th 
ordered him to be brought into his preſence, called of 
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him a mutinous aud ſeditious traitor, reviled him in 
the moſt injurious manner, and reſolved to ſecure: 
his perſon without delay. However, by the medi- 
ation of Andres de Duero, he was diverted from 
his purpoſe, and o:dered.the friar to depart imme- 
diately from Zempoalla. Tp 

"The licentiate Lucas Vaſquez being informed of 


what paſſed, came very ſeaſonably, and propoſed * 


that before de Olmedo ſhou'd be diſmiſſed, the 
officers might be aſſembled, in order to deliberate- 


upon a proper anſwer to Cortes, who ſeemed fo»: 


well diſpoſed to peace. Narvaez rejected the pro- 
poſal with indignation and impatience ; and in or- 
der to prevent any further altercation, that inſtant: 


ordered war to be declared againſt Cortes, as a rebek 


and traitor to the king, aſſigned a conſiderable x- 
ward to any perſon who ſhould take him dead er- 
alive, and commanded the army to prepare for am 
immediate march. | | 

The licentiate, incenſed at this violence and irre- 
gularity, commanded the crier to deſiſt, and by his 
own authority forbade Narvaez to ſtir a foot from 
Zempoalla, on pain of death, or employ the forces: 
without the unanimous conſent of the whole army. 
Pamphilo, exaſperated at this preſumption, cauſed? 


the Jicentiate to be apprehended in the moſt igno- 


minious manner, and ſent on board a veſſel to be- 


tranſported to Cuba, without delay. Bartholome: 
de Olmedo returned to Mexico, without any favour- 
avle anſwer : but, the principal officers in the ar- 
my of Narvaez were ſcandalized at his rage and in- 


ſolence; the inferior ſoldiers became diſaffected, 


and loudly murmured againſt his conduct, and ins 
proportion to their-hatred and contempt of their own- 
general, the character and ſucceſs of Cortes roſe in 
their eſtimation, Nay, over and above theſe cauſes: 


| of diſſatisfaction, they had other ſubject. of diſ- | 


A . 
* 2 — 
1 = 5 * 4% 
8 — * AT N 
e 
ens. — 


2 S 2 * =; * 


1 n 
r 
* 2 2 * * 
R 


e 
8 
1 i Ie 
- {wa 
* 


ee 


NN 
wt 
DR CT 
"FN nd 


5 

SS 

> = 
«a 


- . 
8 
No Fen and * 
£5.49, 7 
8 


wm . 
1 5 3 ae — AER 
TT F "Th f ks OE IS Emer Fn Vs > 
x 2 W . Vo. HATE 5 n N Ki 5 8 
* E rern EN 
- 3 - 2 r £ . 
eee e IE TEE 72 eager A 
3 F 2 0 ——_ - 2 N « Yo nt 
* r rc 


DV 


bh 85 3 . e 2 * 
72 te Soong i RAT 
I — * 


* 6 : ” 8 4 22 2 - 2 * 
A * E | 2 eg 2 : r * , | 0 e 
8 NOA bar ira ery wes 1 et A 1 "rv 8 : g 3 - unn en Ee 2 
ic 1 r . 8 . of 1 5 N es n * a 4 ee _ * . 3 — a A 2 3 * : „5 
_ . 4 6 5; Vo Itoh n 8 A * 4 8 . * — N 5 x =. 6 eps * i Ne — > 0 . 8 ez 8 Fo n r Ny. 2.48 " F q 
5 8 * "Ne n l ee 2 and Pe Une Ex) aig Sy ee n va 3 „ 2D . 3 I, J c Woo I Sos cnn nts A): 2 (30 ES 2 3 1 - bens 
2 . 2 ads Fs YO 1 Nenne LH n . r c ͤ eee * 9 * OE $0 ere 70 „„ ð RF oeks harogs 2 * — . * 7 1 * «ET 4 9 Z — +2, 
7 Pegs he Ie F ee „ —— — —  ———  — A OE 0 —— — — — 0 — e =! | p a þ . 1 e 
= es 8 r ee NESS - + Fa. 6, 3 — ” ry" gen — 2 — — * 6s BS 54-5 - wit ER 2 2. > a. 6 % >! eh 4 7 > \ \ +4 3 S ad RD 
8 Dx _ £ = W r Ayn 8 — 1 £7 Fi. £ 2 * * * - g F * « 4 N 1 ſe 2 0 * 7 43 q 
— * i N * * le 
& * g — 5 - we 
* > 2 2M 
4 
22 1 


— — aging * <7 


2 | 4 I Pay As 7 a 1 wr 
Sr = Tye me r 8 
1 ates MPA Rr in Eh. 4” 

Ne page DE OT ILY FRI 
5 N ee FN Nee 

F „ü it © # e 2 a — ww 

0, 30 3 0 2 =, 3 r * pe 48 7 EY Ka Seth 


bp 1 


6 Lia Aris. 2 


e 


2 
n 10 
i 
+ 
„ "1 
1 

is 
i 
7 5 
ih 
[1 7 
i : 
- os 
f 
1 1 
; 3's 
! bh 
3 
l Þ 
1 3 
! l 
1 : 
4 
27 
1 
Vi 
"Fo F316 
N 
7 
* 
its 
#1 
* 
& 
b '4 
a: 
. 
! ; 
y * 
. 178 
47 
= 
ES 
: 1328 
28 
1 
| 
: P 
4 4 
t ** 
01 . 
1 'W 
11 5 
' þ 
b y 
4 F 
„ 
1485 
1 2 
on 
1 
* 1 
0 1 
1 1 
0 th 
d = 
QF! 
1 
* 1 
, : 
13 [4 
WHY 
1:1 
ji 4 
1 
El 
1 
119 
1 
. 
ESE 
5 
N 
us. 
4: 
L121. bo 
161 
1 
3 ' 
"a: 5 
} Ws 
1 
| 
. 
1 
1 
. 7 
1 WI. 
a! : 1 
„ 
1 
1 
1 
. 
E » 
p 
1 
7 9 
190 ; 
: 387 
5 "WM 
1 7 
LW 
Ih 3 
1 
I. 
51 
+ | 18 
_ 
3: 
"ll l 
1/3 
4 18 s 
445 9 
1187 1 
1:8 
1 
[ 10 
1 
1 
i 
: 448 
= 
vp 
's 
:1$ 
1 
. 
54 : 
oe. | 
fy 
1 
ih 
i 
11 
1 
Rt - 
i | 
1 1 
k \ 


— 2 E a _— — 
2 — 


"* 


'6o THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


3 Bt 
— — — 2 —— — 
— pa - —— —V— — — 
COHEN 1, * 2 vi v —— 
- * — — * 70 * I 5 . 8 
ä . 1 — 
» 


guſt, in the avarice with which he hoarded up ſome 
preſents which weie ſent to him by Motezuma, Who 
expreſſed his regard for the king of Spain, 7 his 1 


berality to his officers. 
CHAP, XXII 


Prelaſgs e's s people prejudiced in favour of Cortes; wh) 


is a little flartied at a ſpeech of Moetezuma, 8 
HhHotocver, till gives him fironger proofs of his inte- 
_ grity; he marches againſt Velaſquez's forces; nar- 


rowly eſcapes an ambuſcade ; and prepares to attack 
the enemy, who are much d. ordered by a very vin 


lent 7417455 
ERNAN Cortes found his 1 realized, 


. by the account which he received from friar 


'Bartholome, touching the violence and implaca- 
bility of Narvaez ; but, on the other hand, he was 
greatly comforted, when he underſtood the diſpoſi- 
tion of the new come ſoldiers, and reſolved to take 
immediate advantage of this favourable circumſtance, 

Having communicated his ſentiments to his officers, 


S 
and maturely conſidered the inconveniencies which 


might happen on either ſide, he, with the approba- 


tion of his friends, determined to take the field, with 
his allies of Tlaſcala and Chinantla, and then march: 
ing towards Zempoalla, to halt in ſome confede- 
Tate town, where they might be near at hand to 


treat of peace, and profit by the diſaffection of the 


ſoldiers who came with Narvaez. The Spaniards 
of Mexico no ſooner underſtood this reſolution of 
their general, than they expreſſed their utmoſt zeal 


and impatience to be in action; for, notwithſtand- 


ing the inequality of numbers, they had ſuch confi- 
dence in his valour, ability and diſcretion, that 
they thought it almoſt impoſſibl: to miſcarry un- 


der his command. 
Hernan, 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 6r 
Hernan, far from damping this their alacrity by 
unneceſſary delay, repaired to the apartment of Mo- 
tezuma, in order to ſignify his intended march; but, 
he was not a little ſurprifed when that prince anti- 
cipated his diſcourſe, by telling him, he had from 
different parts received information, that the Spa- 
niſh general reſiding at Zempoalla came with ſiniſ- 
ter deſigns againſt him and his followers ; and that, 
tho' he did not wonder that the two chiefs ſhould 
be enemies to each other from private animoſity, he 
could not help believing, as they were vaſlals-of one 
prince, and headed armies of contrary factions, that 
one of them muſt of ene be a rebel to his 
ſovereign. 

Cortes, though not a little ſtartled at this . 
tion, immediately availed himſelf of that admirable 
| preſence of mind which never forſook him in emer- - 
gencies, and anſwered, without heſitation, that the 
accounts which his majeſty had received were un- 
doubtedly true, and he was come to lay the ſame 
intelligence before the empzror, as it was now au- 
thenticated by the return of de Olmedo: that, never- 
theleſs, Narvaez was not to be conſidered as a rebel 
to his king, but rather as a perſon who proceeded 
upon wrong principles through miſtake; for, he was 
come as lieutenant or ſubſtitute from a miſinformed - 

governor, who, reſiding in a remote province, was 
not acquainted with the laſt reſolutions of the court 
of Spain, and really imagined that the embaſly to 
the emperor of Mexico was an affair belonging to 
his office : but, that all this miſunderſtanding would 
vaniſh as ſoon as he (Cortes) could lay before that 
lieutenant his diſpatches, by virtue of which he 
bad full power and juriſdiction over all the Spani- 
ards who ſhould arrive upon the Indian e c He 
had therefore reſolved to direct his march immedi- 
ately to Zempoalla with part of his forces, to dil- 

| pole the new- comers to return on board their ſhips, 
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and would ſoon make them ſenſible, that they are 
now to reſpect the ſubjects of the Mexican empire 
as a people Ow the protection of the 12 5 of 


Spain. 
The emperor Was very well pleaſed with the pro- 


ſpect of being delivered from ſuch diſagreeable viſt- 
tants, to whoſe exaCtions and oppreſſion he was no 
ſtranger: : but, he looked upon the deſign of Cortes 
as a raſh undertaking, in which he could not poſſibly 
ſucceed againſt ſuch powerful odds; and therefore 
offered to furniſh' him with an army, which ſhould 
be entirely at his devotion, and wholly under his 
command. This offer he repeated with ſuch ear- 
neſt marks of affectionate concern, that Cortes was 
fully convinced of his ſincerity, though he deciined. 
the propoſal with due acknowledgment, becauſe in- 
deed he had no great confidence in the attachment 
of the Mexican ſoldiers. 

He reſolved to leave fourſcore Spaniards in Mexi- 
co, under the command of Pedro de Alvarado, an 
excellent officer, a gentleman of good ſenſe, and 
an accompliſhed courtier, who, by his engaging be- 
haviour and infinuating Carriage, had already ac- 
quired a great ſhare of Motezuma's friendſhip and 
favour. He had directions from the general to ma- 

nage the Indian emperor in ſuch a manner, as that 

he ſhould have no opportunity of holding long con- 
ferences with his ſubjects, and at the ſame time be 

inſenſivle of the reſtriction. The ſoldiers were or- 
dered to obey their captain, and ſerve Motezuma 
with the greateſt reſpect, and exhorted to uſe their 
utmoſt diligence and circumſpection in maintain- 
ing an amicable.correſpondence with his family and 
court: as for the treaſure, it was wholly left to the 
charge and known fidelity of Alvarado. 

Cortes, having taken theſe precautions, diſpatch- 
ed a courier to Gonzalo de Sandoval, with orders 


to Kave the fortreſs of Vera Cruz to the care of the 
con- 


* 
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 confederate Indians, and march out with his Spani- 


ards to-meet the general at a certain place of ren- 
dez Vous. He then took order for the neceſſary ſup- 
plies of proviſion upon the rout, procured a body 
of Indians to carry the baggage, and commanded 
his people to be ready to begin the march in the 
morning. All the preparations being made for his 
departure, he went to take his leave of Motezuma, 
to whoſe protection he recommended Pedro de Al- 
varado and the Spaniards he had left; and that prince 
exhorted him to defer coming to an open rupture 
with Narvaez, till the arrival of the Mexican ſuc- 


cours, which he would not fail to ſend him in any 


number he ſhould deſire: he gave him his royal 
word, that he would not forſake Alvarado, nor 
change his habitation during his abſence, and ac- 
companied him a good way out of town with his 
whole retinue of courtiers. 

The Spaniards marched with equal chearfulneſs 
and circumſpection, like veterans inured to the hard- 


hips and ſtratagems of war, following the road to 


Cholula, where they were received with great ho- 
ſpitality. From thence they proceeded towards 
Tlaſcala; and, at the diſtance of half a league from 


that city, they found a ſplendid appearance of the 
nobility and whole ſenate ; and their entrance was 


celebrated with demonſtrations of joy and reſpect, 
ſuitable to the laurels they had won from the old 
inveterate enemies of the republic: nevertheleſs, 
they excuſed themſelves from ſupplying Cortes with 
the auxiliaries he demanded, upon ſome pretext, 
about which the hiſtorians are not agreed. He ac- 
cordingly admitted their excuſe : for, certain it is, 
he left their city without diſpleaſure or complaint, 
and, in the ſequel, had recourſe to their aſſiſtance 
and attachment, which never failed him on the moſt 
critical occaſions. After a ſhort ſtay in Tlaſcala, 
he marched on to Matalequita, a town of Indian 
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64 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
friends, about twelve leagues from Zempoalle, 
where he was joined by Gonzalo de Sandoval, and 
an addition of ſeven ſoldiers from the army of Nar- 
vaez : from theſe Cortes received information of 
every thing that had been tranſacted in the enemy“ 
quarters before they deſerted ; and he had likewiſe 
intelligence of a freſher date, by means of two ſol- 
diers who had gone from Vera Cruz to Zempoalla 
in the diſguiſe of Indians, carrying baſkets of fruit, 
which they trucked with the Spaniards for glaſs. beads 
and other toys. On this occaſion they affected the 
ſimplicity of the natives with ſuch dexterity, that 
they were allowed to range through every part of 
. the quarters, and make their obſervations without 
ſuſpicion: nay, they even ventured: to repeat their 
viſit; and, as a proof of the careleſs watch that 
was kept by Narvaez, conveyed away from the ve- 
ry parade a horſe belonging to captain Salvatierra, 
one of the bittereſt enemies of Cortes. 

In order to protract the time, until the Indians 
from Chinantla ſhould arrive, Hernan ſent father 
Bartholome a ſecond time with propoſals for an ac- 
commodation; and, he making but ſmall progreſs, 
the general diſpatched Juan Velaſquez de Leon, to 
uſe his influence with Narvaez, hoping that his re- 
lation to Diego de Velaſquez would render his me- 
diation more acceptable, Pamphilo had written to 
this officer, exhorting him to eſpouſe the cauſe of 
his kinſman, and promiſing him a very advantage- 
ous poſt in his army; and Juan had delivered the 
letter to Cortes, with repeated proteſtations of dy- 
ing by his fide rather than deſert his colours. This 
noble manner of proceeding won the confidence of 
his general, and was an additional motive for ſend- 
ing him upon this negotiation. 

When he approached Zempoalla, Narvaez came 
forth with a grand retinue to receive him, on the 


ſuppoſition that he was come to fight under tbe 
= | banners 
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banners of Diego Velaſquez; and was not a little 


| mortified to find himſelf miſtaken: however, he 
uſed all the arguments his reflection could ſuggeſt, 


in order to detach him from Cortes, and command- 
ed the whole army to be reviewed before him, that 


he might be an eye-witneſs of his ſuperior ſtrength. 
He, next day, invited him to dinner, together with 


thoſe officers in whom he chiefly confided, that they 


might aſſiſt in perſuading him to join their fortune; 
and, in the beginning.of the converſation, he was 
treated with great civility and compliment: but, 
in the midſt of their feſtivity, ſome ſarcaſtic ani - 
madverſions were uttered againſt Cortes; and, al- 
though his friend at firſt diſſembled his reſentment, 
that he might not prejudice the buſineſs in which he 
was employed, their expreffions at laſt grew ſo in- 
decent, that he could no longer reſtrain his, indig- 
nation, but ſaid aloud, with ſome warmth, that if 


any perſon in that company, who did not eſteem 


|: Hernan Cortes, and all his followers, as good and 
loyal ſubjects to the king of Spain, would ſignify 


his ſentiments before fewer witneſſes, he would un- 


deceive him in what manner he ſhould chuſe for his 


conviction. This declaration, which diſconcerted 


Narvaez, was anſwered by a younger officer of the 
name and family of Velaſquez, who ſaid, no man 


was worthy of bearing that name, who attempted. 


to vindicate a traitor. Juan, incenſed at this re- 
proach, gave him the lie, and drew his ſword in 
order to chaſtiſe this young man's inſolence; and 
the company, who interpoſed, found it a very diffi- 
cu.t taſk to prevent miſchief. At length, however, 
he was prevailed upon to ſheath his ſword ; and re- 
turned immediately to Cortes, breathing defiance 
and revenge. 1 85 6 | 

His abrupt departure, and the cauſe of it, pro- 
duced ſuch diſſatisfaction and murmurs among the 
oincers and ſoldiers, that Narvaez, in order to quiet 
| T | their 


© 
BS | 
© = 
1 
*. 2K 
by 
- 
3 
4 
# 
-- 
EY 
1 
. 
be 
ws 
3 


f. PY 
n 
we 
"= 
. 

* 

by * 
1 3 
* * 2 
'# * 
5 YL Ty 
. 

2 
12 
Ly Sh oy 
"$3. #4 
£Q 
9 
* 
WE 
Py. - 
8 i 5 
F 
5 
2 * 
* 
—— 
, 


66 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
their clamour, was fain to-appoint a perſon who 
ſhould go-to Cortes to apologize for what had hap- 
pened to Juan de Velaſquez, and learn the ſubſtance 
of bis commiſſion, which had not been fully explain- 
.ed. For this ſervice he pitched upon the ſecretary 
Andres de Duero, who met Cortes on his march 
to an advantageous poſt nearer the enemy, which 
he meant to occupy until the arrival of the Chinan- 
; ticas, and be at hand to act as occaſion ſhould re- 
quire; for by this time all his hopes of accommo- 

dation had vaniſhed, Duero and he embraced each 

other like two intimate friends, who meet after a 

long ſeparation; and all the officers received the 
ſtranger with demonſtrations of joy and reſpeR, 
Before they proceeded to buſineſs, Cortes preſented 
him with ſome valuable jewels; he was regaled 
- with great magnificence and hoſpitality, and flaid 
till next day, conferring about meaſures to prevent 
A rupture, which would be ſo prejudicial to the in- 
tereſts of Spain. Cortes manifeſted the greateſt tem- 
per and moderation, and even offered to relinquiſh- 
the Mexican conqueſt to his competitor, while he 
-and- his followers ſhould engage in ſome. other ex- 
pedition. Andres de Duero, ſtruck with this in- 
ſtance of his modeſty and ſelf-denial, propoſed an 
interview with Narvaez, not doubting that all their 
animoſities would be ſurmounted by a perſonal con- 
ference : and Cortes immediately aſſenting to the 
propoſal, the ſecretary returned to Zempoalla, where WF | 
be likewiſe obtained the conſent of Narvaez, Ihe 
time was appointed and the place aſſigned, to which Wi 
both parties agreed by a writing under their hands 
-to come, accompanied by ten friends only, to wit- 
neſs the tranſactions of the conference, But, be: 
fore the day of meeting, Cortes received private ad- 
vice from Duero, that Narvaez had reſolved to Ja 
an ambuſh for his life ; and this intelligence being 
confirmed by others who wiſhed him well, he — 
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a letter to Pamphilo, giving him to underſtand that 


he was no ſtranger to his treacherous deſign, re- 


nouncing all thoughts of accommodation, and re- 


mitting his ſatisfaction and revenge to the edge of 


% 


the ſword. _ ; 
Having thus | 
purſued his march, and took his ſtation within a 


league of Zempoalla, his front being defended by 


the river of Canoas, and his rear ſupported by the 


neighbourhood of Vera Cruz. He poſted ſome 


ſentinels on the other ſide of the river, detached a 


number of ſcouts to obſerve the-country, and quar- 
tered his people in a number of cottages, where they 


were ſheltered from the ſun, and allowed to take 


their repoſe, until he ſhould obtain further intelli- 
gence of the enemy's motions. | | AF 
Narvaez was no ſooner informed of this diſpoſi- 
tion, than he drew out his army into the field, or- 
dered the war to'be proclaimed at the head of his 


I troops, and a reward of two thouſand pieces of eight 


to be offered to any perſon who ſhould bring him 


| the head of Hernan Cortes: and, at the ſame time, 


he ſet a price upon the lives of Gonzalo de Sando» 


val, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon. Then he march- 


ed about a quarter of a league to an open field, 
where he waited for Cortes, vainly imagining that 
experienced captain would forego the advantages of 


his ſituation, in order to engage an enemy who had 


three times the number of his men. Towards the 
cloſe of the day, the weather, all of a ſudden, grew 
dark and cloudy, and ſuch a prodigious quantity of 
rain deſcended, that the ſoldiers were inſtantly wet 
to the ſkin, their arms rendered uſeleſs, their foot- 
ing unſure, they curſed the author of their expedi- 


ton, and, with loud clamour, inſiſted upon return 


ing immediately to their quarters. Narvaez was 


obliged to comply with their requeſt, and never 
| Teaming that Cortes would paſs the tiver in ſuch a 


night, 


given vent to his indignation, he 
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68 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
night, he retreated to Zempoalla with great diſorder 
and confuſion. Nevertheleſs, as he intended to 
take the field again early in the morning, he would 
not allow his troops to ſeparate, but lodged them in 
the pi incipal temple of the city, furniſhed with three 
towers, and built upon an eminence, which they 
aſcended by many ill-contrived ſteps, which ren. 
dered it very difficult of acceſs. On the top of theſe 
he planted his artillery; he fixed his head-quarters 
in the middle tower, to which he retired with ſome 
officers, and about one hundred ſoldiers in whom 
he chiefly confided ; the reſt of the army was diltri- 
buted in the other towers: ſome horſe were ſent out 
to patrole in the- neighbourhood. of the town, and 
ſentinels being placed at the avenues, he went to 

reſt without any farther concern. 5 
Andres de Duero ſent inſtantly one of the men 
in whom he confided, to apprife Cortes of their re- 
treat, and the manner in which they were diſpoſed; 
not with any view to encourage him to any imme- 
diate undertaking, but merely that he might pals 
the night in quiet, without any apprehenſion of be- 

ing attacked in his quarters. 1 28 
Hernan, however, no ſooner received this infor- 
mation, than he refolved to take advantage of the 
favourable moment. He inſtantly revolved his 
ſcheme, which at once met with the approbation of 
his officers; he aſſembled his people without delay, 
notwithſtanding the continuance of the tempeſt; 
and when they had paſſed the river, with the Water 
above their middle, made a ſhort ſpeech, in which 
he informed them of the enemy's diſorder, deſcribed 
the manner in which they were quartered in ti: 
temple, their careleſſneſs and ſecurity, and explain 
ed the facility of attacking, and routing them in the 
dark, before they ſhould have time to join, or be 
drawn up for their defence. This information he 


mingled with proper incentives, touching the . 
ENG 


lence and treachery of Narvaez, as well as the juſ- 
| tice of his own cauſe : ſo that his ſoldiers, being fired 
| with reſentment, called aloud to him to lead them 
| forthwith to the enemy; and ſome of them proteſt- 


| ed openly, that if ever he ſhould admit another 


thought of accommodation with Narvaez, they 
would on the inſtant withdraw their obedience. 
Thus certified of their alacrity and attachment, 


| he formed them into three ſmall battalions, the firſt. 


of which was commanded by Gonzalo de'Sandoval, 
| the ſecond was led by Chriſtoval de Oled, and Cortes 
| took the command of the reſt in oorfans. Gonzalo 
| had orders to begin the attack by mounting the 


| ſtairs, ſeizing the artillery, and cutting off the com- 


munication between the two lateral towers: Chriſ- 
| toval was directed to aſſault the tower in which Nar- 


vez lodged ; and Cortes with his men reſolved to 


| ſecond and ſupport both attacks as occaſion ſhould 


require: he likewiſe gave orders, that, as ſoon as the 


| action ſhould begin, the drums ſhould beat, and the 
trumpets with other warlike inſtruments ſound, in 
order to increaſe the terror and confuſion of the ene- 
| my. Father Bartholome, after a pious exhorta- 


tion, gave them his benediction; the word was el 


Spirito Sancto; and the molt profound ſilence being 
| recommended. to them, the general began his march 
at a very ſlow pace, that they miz2ht not be fatigued 
| before they came to action, and that the enemy 
might at their arrival be Juked in ſecurity and ſleep, 


— 
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yo. THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 


GC: N= A” Pe XIII. 


Cortes marches down upon the enemy, 8 . warig 4 


* his approach ; and driven from one of therr ſtrong 
Ads; whils Narvazez their general loſes an ere; 


ig takin priſoner, and his army completely Tout- 
ed; whereby Cortes obtains cenſiderable reinforce 


ments; and is beiter able than ever 10 parſue his con- 


. 


E bad not 8 above half a league, 

vhen his ſcouts returned with a ſentinel of 
Narvaez, whom they had ſurpriſed, though his'com- 
panion had eſcaped among the buſhes. In conſe- 
quence of this accident, a ſhort conſultation was 
held among the officers, who were unanimouſly. of 
opinion, that the ſoldier, even if he ſhould have 
diſcovered their march, would not be ſo raſh as to 
return by the direct road, but rather take a round- 
about way to avoid danger; ; in which caſe, they, by 
haſtening their march, would probably reach Zem- 
poalla as ſoon as he: and, though they might not 
find the foe aſleep, at leaſt they ſhould have the ad- 


4 


vantage of attacking them in the diſorder of their 
firſt waking. They therefore mended their pace, 


and left their horſes, baggage, and other incumbran- 
ces by a little brook on the road-fide : but, in ſpite 
of all the expedition they could uſe, the ſentinel, 
winged by fear, arrived a few minutes before them, 
and gave the alarm, crying aloud, ** "The enemy is 
% upon us.” He was immediately carried before 
Narvaez, who lighted his intelligence, holding it 
impoſſible that Cortes would preſume to attack bim 
with ſuch a ſmall number of men, or even march 
in ſuch a dark tempeſtuous night. 


Mean while Hernan reached Zempoalla a little 


- after mid-night, without — been diſcovered 1. 
t 


_ — 1 2 


— 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 71 
| the enemy's cavalry, who had either loſt their way 
in the dark, or quitted the road to ſeek ſome ſhelter 
aoainſt the rain: he entered che town, and even 
came in fight of the temple, without finding any 
corps de garde, or being challenged by one ſentinel, - 
| at the very time when the ſoldier affit med to Nar- 
| yaez, that he had ſeen the vanguard of Cortes and 
his whole army upon a- haſty march. That ſelf- 
| ſufficient officer ſtill diſbelieved- his aſſertion, while 
| his ſoldiers, who had taken to their arms, walked ' 
backwards and forwards in the porch, ſtill dubious- 
of the truth, though prepared in a good meaſure for 
| whatever ſhould happen. : ug 
Cortes ſoon perceived they had diſcovered him, 
and, as there was no time to loſe, gave the ſignal - 
for the attack; in conſequence of which, Gonzalo 
de Sandoval began to mount the ſtairs, when the 
people belonging to the artillery who were upon 
guard fired two or three pieces, and by that alarm 
| confirmed the truth of the ſoldier's report. The 
noiſe of the cannon was immediately ſucceeded by 
| that of the drums, trumpets, and confuſed cries of 
the ſoldiers, who repaired to the defence of the ſtairs, 
TheaQion began with great warmth; the diſpute ſoon 
came to puſh of pike, and ſtroke of ſword; and 
Gonzalo de Sandoval was very hard preſſed in at- 
| tempting to force his way againſt the- diſadvantage 
of the ground, and the ſuperior number of the ene- 
my: but it was not long before Chriftoval de Oled 
came to his relief; and Hernan- Cortes quitting the 
tear, threw himſelf ſword in hand into the hotteſt 
of the engagement, with ſuch reſolution and impe- 
tuoſity that nothing could withſtand him. The 
enemy, in a few moments, began to give ground, 
and ſoon retreated in great diſorder, abandoning the 
porch and artillery, Many fled to their quarters, while 
| otters repaired: to the gate of the principal tower, 
; | | | where 


| | 
| 
| 
[ 
[ 
{ 
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72 THE CONQUEST. OF MEXICO. 
| where the diſpute was renewed, and continued lome 
time with great obſtinacy, x. 

Pamphilo de Narvaez, having put on his armour, 
_ exerted all his endeavours to rally his troops, and 
with great reſolution ruſhed into the micft of the 
battle, where his eye being thruſt out with a pike, 
he fell to the ground, exclaiming, I am a dead 


| -66 man.“ "This accident completed the confuſjon of | 


his ſoldiers, ſome of whom abandoned him ſhame: 
fully, while others ſtood like ſtatues, as if they had 
been thunderſtruck, or fought with ſuch. diforder 
and deſpair, that they were eaſily routed, and their 
general taken priſoner, The diſpute was now at 
an end, for want of reſiſtance ; for the enemy had 
ſhut theatelves up in the towers, where they re- 
mained in the utmoſt conſternation ;_ and the follow- 
ers of Cortes proclaimed their victory with loud 
acclamations, which ſerved to increaſe the fear of the 
vanquiſhed. Their terror was alſo augmented by 
numerous lights in the country,” which, tho? really 
produced from a kind of elow-worms, - Exhibited 


the appearance of arquebuſiers with lighted matches, 


and were ſuppoſed to be a body of auxiliaries 
marching to the aſſiſtances of Cortes, ſo much was 
their underſtanding overpowered by the tran{ports 
of their apprehenſion. 
* Hernan, having filenced the ſhouts of his people 
ordered the artille y to be turned againſt the tuwers, 
and a general pardon to be proclaimed for thoſe who 
would ſurrender, offering advantageous condi.ions 
to ſuch as would engage in his ſervice ; ; and liberty, 
with a free paſſage, to thoſe who were deſirous of 
returning tothe iſland of Cuba, This prudent ſtey, 
which he took in the fiiſt tumult of their fear, be- 
. fore they cuuld diſcern the weakneſs of his force, 
or form any diſtinct plan of defence, was attended 
by all the ſucceſs he could defire : for, no ſooner 


were thele terms . at the three towers, than 
| boch 


* 
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both officers and ſoldiers came to ſurrender in whole 
companies, and laid their arms at the feet of Cortes, 
who received /them with -that generous Urbanity 

which was peculiar to his diſpoſition ; tho” he took 
care to have them divided and properly guarded, un- 
til day ſhould diſcover their different countenances 


and affections. After he had given theſe neceſſary 


directions, he went to viſit Narvaez, who had been 
committed to the care of Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
and whoſe wound was already dreſſed; and that of- 
ficer ſeeing him enter the apartment, © Thank 
„God, captain Cortes (ſaid he) for your good for- 
c tune in making me your prifoner,” “ Thanks be 


« to God for all things, friend Narvaez, (he re- 


« plied) but, vanity apart, I look upon this vic- 
&« tory, and your impriſonment, amongſt the leaſt 
«© conſiderable actions which have been performed 
« in this country.” 

Being informed that one of the towers com- 
manded by Salvatierra and Diego Velaſquez the 
younger, made an obſtinate defence, he ordered 
them to be ſummoned to ſurrender, and in caſe of 
refuſal, threatened with the utmoſt rigour of war: 
but they, diſregarding his menaces, and declaring 
they would either hold out to the laſt, or have the 
benefit of a capitulation, he commanded two pieces 
of artillery to be planted againſt the tower; and, 
upon the firſt diſcharge, the defendants called for 
quarter, leaving the entrance open to Juan Velaſ- 
quez de Leon, who entered with a ſmall body, and 
ſeized Salvatierra and his nameſake, who were the 
profeſſed and inveterate enemies of Cottes- Thus 
the victory was completed in favour of Rernan, who 
lolt but four lives in the action; whereas, a cap- 

We fain, an enſign, and fifteen private men of the ene⸗ 
my were killed on the ſpot, over and above the 
_— which amounted to a conſiderable num- 
. 


Vo. . Narvaez 
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with Juan de Velaſquez, who treated him with great 


— 


came a little too late, Cortes was glad of their ar. 


vhelmed with ſhame, when they perceived the ſmall 


S 
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Narvaez and Salvatierra were ſent under a guard 
to Vera Cruz, and young Diego remained priſoner 


humanity, notwithſ{tanding the former quarrel which 
had happened between them. At break of day 
the two thouſand Chinantlans arrived ; and tho' they 


rival, that his prifoners might ſee he was not deſti- 
tute of friends. The vanquiſhed were indeed over. 


number of men by whom they had been totally de. 
feated: they curſed the careleſſneſs and inſolence of 
Narvaez, and could not help admiring the valour 


and character of their conqueror, whoſe banners 


they became ambitious of following. Cortes had 


many friends among them, who having ſounded the 
ſentiments of their fellow- ſoldiers, ſet them an ex. 7 


ample, by deſiring to be enliſted in his army; and 


this example was ſo eagerly followed, that all the 


' priſoners called aloud to be inrolled ; and not one 


ſingle man expreſſed the leaſt deſire of returning to 
Cuba, Hernan received them with his uſual gene- 
Tolity, and ordered their arms to be reſtored; 2 
meaſure which, though ſavouring of temerity, ei- 
fectually won their hearts, and the more firmly at- 
tached them to his intereſt, | 

Thus, in a few hours, Cortes, by his admirable 


conduct, bravery, and vigilance, found himſelf at Wi fen 
the head of above a thoutand Spaniards ; the oniy tet 
enemies who could give him diſturbance, ſafe in his lage 
cuſtody; a fleet of eleven ſhips and ſeven brigantines ¶ can 
at his diſpoſal; the laſt effort of Diego de Vela: WW the; 
quez entirely fruſtrated, and his own ſtrength te: fer; 
inforced in ſuch a manner, as enabled him to pro- \ 
ſecute his former ſcheme with a better proſpect of W «+ 
ſucceſs. | eee 
be horſe of Narvaez, inſtead of engaging 0 Wc, 
the action, made their eſcape into the country, aud H berb. 


being 
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being joined by the patrole, ſo as make up a troop 
of forty, .. pretended to ſtand upon the defenſive ; 
but they were ſoon brought to reaſon, and enliſted 
with Cortes, after the example of their fellow- 
ſoldiers. Care being taken of the ſick and wound- 
ed, Hernan ordered Franciſco de Lugo to fee the 
fails, tackling, and rudders of all the veſſels brought 
aſhore and laid up in Vera Cruz. The pilots and 
mariners who came with Narvaez were brought to 
Zempoalla, and a ſufficient number of his own peo- 
ple ſet to take care of the hulls, under the inſpec- 

tion of Pedro Cayallero, | 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


The neighbouring caciques give Cortes freſh aſſuran- 
| ces of friendſhip ; he reſolves to divide his forces, 
le/t their number ſhould give umbrage to Motezuma; 
but marches to Mexico, and changes his reſulution, 

in conſequence of an inſurrection in that city againſt 

his deputy ; he finds the people in a very viclent com- 


notion; his troops are vigorouſly attacked, and all 


offers of peace rejected. 


* 


HEN he diſmiſſed the Chinantlans, with 
proper acknowledgments; and, during the 
few days that his army continued in quarters of re- 
freſhment, the inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, and caciques of the circumjacent country, 
came to congratulate him upon his ſucceſs, renew 
their proteftations of obedience, and make freſh of- 
ters of their friendſhip. 5 
Notwithſtanding this ſeries of good fortune, Cor- 
tes could not be eaſy in his own mind, while he 
reflected upon the ſituation of Pedro d'Alvarado, 
[<icompaſied with enemies, and at the mercy of a 
barbarous prince, who might be perſuaded by mo- 
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46 THE CONQUEST+OF MEXICQ. 
tives of intereſt, to ſacrifice his honour to the ad. 
vantage of his empire. He, therefore, reſolved to 
return immediately to Mexico, and that Motezuma 
or his people might not take umbrage at ſeeing him 
come back with ſuch a numerous body of men, he 
determined to divide his army, and employ part of 

his troops in other conqueſts. _ 5s 
With this view he ordered Juan Velaſquez de 
Leon, with two hundred men, to go and pacify 
ſome diſturbances in the province of Panuco ; Die- 
go de Ordaz was to be ſent with the ſame number 
to ſettle the country of Guazaciſalco; fo that he 
himſelf would have had little more than fix hun. 
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dred Spaniards, who would have been ſufficient to . 
dignify his return to Mexico, without arouſing the | 
jealouſy of the Indians. But this diſpoſition he was 
obliged to change, in conſequence of a letter from ; 
Alvarado, who gave him to underſtand, that in ſpite . 
of Motezuma, who had never once offered to leave f 
the quarters, the Mexicans had taken up arms again : 
him, and repeated their attacks with ſuch obſtinacy, 4 
that unleſs they were immediately ſuccoured, he 0 
and all his men muſt inevitably periſh. The ſol. 8 
dier who brought this letter, was accompanied by | 5 
an ambaſſador from Motezuma, who preſſed Cor- ” 
tes to return with all poſſible expedition, and aſſi. 10 
red him that he would never abandon Alvarado and : 
the Spaniards, even though his own life ſhould be 1 
at ſtake. | | 5 thi 


| Hernan and his officers unanimouſly agreeing th 
no time was to be loſt, Rodrigo Rangel, a ma 
of approved fidelity, was appointed deputy govern i .. 
of Vera Cruz; a garriſon was left at Zempoali Wi "ag 


with a ſufficient number of men for the ſecurity c 10 
the veſſels; and the army being muſtered after tet of | 
deductions, amounted to one thouſand foot, and . 
one hundred horſe. Before his departure, Con * 
5 ſent an anſwer to Pedro de Alvarado, and uy Me: 


£5 
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to Motezuma, giving an account of his victory, and 


aſſuring them that he would immediately come to 
their aſſiſtance. Accordingly he began his march, 
the army taking different routes, that they might, as 
little as poſſible, incommode the country through 
which they paſſed, and be the more eaſily ſupplied 
with proviſion; and a place of rendezvous was ap- 
pointed near Tlaſcala, where they joined, after hav- 
ing ſuſtained much hardſhip and fatigue ; for they 
had marched with extraordinary dilizence. On the 


17th day of June he entered 1 laſcala, with all his 


troops in good order, and was received with great 
joy and affection by thoſe faithful allies, who con- 
firmed the account he had received of Alvarado's 
ſituation, and dwelt upon ſome particulars which 
they exaggerated, on purpoſe to incenſe him againſt 
the Mexicans whom they deteiled : nay, in order 
to complete his yengeance upon thoſe people, whom 
they wiſhed to ſee extirpated, the ſenate . propoſed 
to aſſemble all the troops of the republic for his ſer- 
vice; but, as he had no intention to act as mini- 
ſter of their implacable enmity, he declined the of- 
fer, and contented himſelf with a body of two thou- 
ſand, which in all probability he accepted, that he 
might not ſeem to ſlight their alliance. + 
Without having met with any finifter incident 
upon the road, he arrived at Mexico on St. John's 
Gay, and paſſed the lake without the leaſt oppoſition, 
tho” he perceived many marks of hoſtile fury: ſuch 
as the two Spaniſh brigantines ſtaved to pieces 
and half-burnt ; the ſuburbs and barrier abandoned, 
the bridges that ſerved for the communication of 
the ſtreets, broken down; with all which a profound 
hlence prevailed over the city. In conſequence 
of thele ſuſpicious ſymptoms, the infantry were or- 
dered to flicken their pace, and the cavalry to 
20 before and reconnoitre, until the Spaniards in 
Mexico diſcoyering the army, raiſed a great ſhout, 
1 and 
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-8 THECONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
and diffipated their apprehenſions. Pedro de Alva. 


rado came down with his people, and received them 
at the gate of the quarters, where the ſoldiers and ef. 


ficers embraced each other with the ſincereſt marks 


of pleaſure and affection; and Motezuma went as 

far as the outward court to meet Cortes, whom he 

careſſed in a tranſport of joy, which could not poſ- 
ſibly be the effect of diſſimulation. 

The whole army being quartered within the 
walls of the palace, proper guards appointed, and 
centinels placed, Hernan retired with Pedro de 
Alvarado, to inquire into the cauſe of that ſedition 
among the Mexicans, by which he had been ſo 
much endangered. That officer gave him to un- 
derſtand, that ſoon after his departure from Mexi- 
co, the nobles had behaved with leſs reſpect and 
complaiſance than uſual ;' that from the information 
of a truſty ſpy, he learned the people were con- 
triving ſomething extraordinary, becauſe: they he 
gquently afſembled in private; that open redoubling 
his diligence, he obtained certain intelligence that 


a conſpiracy was hatched "againſt the Spaniard; I 


2:1:d their intention was to aſſemble the inhabitants, 
on pretence of celebrating annual dances called 
Mitates; on which occaſion, the nobles wouid 
harangue the multitude, and proceed immediately 
to the Spaniſh quarters, in order to extirpate thole 
inſolent ſtrangers who kept their monarch priſoner, 
and treated even their gods with outrage and con- 
tempt. On the morning that preceded the ap- 
pointed day, ſome of the chief promoters of this 
fedition came to atk Alvarado's permiſſion to ce- 
Jebrate their feſtival ; but, that very night, he un- 
derſtcod, they were buſily employed in concealing 1 
conſiderable quantity of arms in houſes near the 
temple. Then all his doubts vaniſhed, and he te- 
ſolved to anticipate the execution of their ſcheme, 


by aſſaulting them before they ſhould * 
tale 
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take arms or raiſe the populace. He accordingly 
went forth, accompanied by fifty of his men, on 
pretence of ſceing the diverſion, and finding them 
intoxicated with liquor and exceſs of joy,” he at- 
tacked and diſperſed them without oppoſition ; a 
good number was killed and wounded in their 
flight, and theſe being ſtripped of their jewels and 
ornaments by the Spaniards, Alvarado retired with- 
out making the people acquainted with the motives 
of his indignation ; ſo that they imputed the aſſault 
to his avarice alone, and the flaughfer and pillage 
of their nobility before their eyes incenſed them to 


ſuch a degree, that they preſently ran to arms, and, 


in a twinkling, a very formidable inſurrection en- 
ſued. They had made ſeveral attacks upon the 
quarters, and even killed three or four Spaniards z 
by which exploits, their courage and preſumption 
ſoared ſo high, that, far from fearing the reſentment 
of Cortes with his increaſed army, they had re- 
treated to another part of the town, and left the 
entrance free, that, after all the Spaniards ſhould be 


united in one body, they might ſurround and de- 


ſtroy them at once. ; 

Hernan ſeverely reprehended Alvarado for his 
raſhneſs and want of conſideration, in leaving the 
quarters, and hazarding himſelf and his people, 
when the city was in ſuch commotion ; and above 
all, for his having concealed from Motezuma the 


firſt intelligence he had received: he likewiſe 


blamed him for his inadvertency, in retiring without 
having explained to the populace the cauſe of ſuch 
a violent aſſault; and Alvarado was ſo well con- 
vinced of his own indiſcretion, that he defired he 
might be impriſoned, with a view to appeaſe their 
clamours, and facilitate the reduction of the enraged 
multitude, | | 


They attempted nothing that whole night, and 


the lame myſterious ſilence prevailing next morning, 
© | | Cortes 
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9% THE CONQUEST OF MEXNICO.: 


Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz, at the head of four 


hundred Spaniards and T laſca/an ſoldiers, to recon- 


noitre the principal ſtreets, and, if poſſible, dive 
into their deſigns. © He had not. proceeded, far, 
when he | tr a body of armed men, detached: 
on purpoſe to decoy and draw him on; and having 


advanced a good way, in order to take ſome pri- 
ſoners, he was all at once oppeſed by an innume- 
rable multitude, who marched boldly up to bis 
front; another army, which had been concealed 


in the croſs ſtreets, attacked him in the rear, and 


all the terraces and windows on each fide were 
filled with armed men, who ſhowered upon them 


an infinite quantity of ſtones and miſfile wea- 


pons. | 
Diego de Ordaz, binding his retreat cut of in 
ſuch a manner that he could not apprize Cortes of 


his danger, formed a ſecond front with his rear, 


and ordered his men to employ their pikes and 
ſwords againſt the torrents of enemies below, while 
his fire-arms were plyed againft thoſe above. The 
heat of the engagement was not of long continu- 
ance ; for though the Indians advanced. with oreat 
fury and reſolution, their attacks were carried on 
in ſuch a romultuaus manner, that confuſion and 
diſorder immediately enſued, and they ſoon retired 
to a diſtance where they cou'd neither offend nor 
be offended. The windows and terraces being 
quickly cleared by the fire-arms, Diego de Ordaz 


thought it was time to retreat, though he was beſet. 


in fuch a manner as obliged him to cut his way 
ſword in hand, and, before he could reach the quar- 
ters, he and the greateſt part of his men were 


wounded, and ſeven ſoldiers left dead upon the | 


ſpot. : 
Cortes found by this experiment, that it was now 
no time to hegociate, and reſolved to make a ge- 


neral ſally with the greateſt part of his e in 
old 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 8t 


order to compel them, by dint of hoſtilities, to ſue 
for an accommodation: for, Motezuma was diffi- 
dent of his own authority, nor had the inſurrection 
any leader of influence, with whom he could enter 
into a treaty. © 

Mean while, the Mexican looking upon the re- 
treat of Diego de Ordaz as a flight, followed him 
with inconceivable fury and refolution, until the ar- 
tillery from the quarters made a terrible ſlaughter ; 
in conſequence of which they fell back, though they 
halted in fight, in order to form a new plan, that 
they might return to the attack with redoubled vi- 
gour. All the ſtreets were immediately filled with 
armed men; their drums and ſhells ſounded the ſig- 
nal for the aſſault; and they advanced again with 
great impetuoſity, their vanguard being compoſed 
of archers to clear the walis, that the reſt of the 
| army might approach : and indeed, their difcharges 
were ſo thick, that the quarters were almoſt filled 
with arrows; and the Spaniards obliged to employ 
a number of hands to remove them, otherwiſe 
they would have blocked up the way to the ram- 
parts, While the archers were thus employed, the 
reſt ruſhed in like a flood, notwithitanding the ter- 
zible havock which the cannon and (mall arms made 
among them; they even adyanced to the very gates, 
which they endeavoured to demoliſh with their fint- 


ed inſtruments ; ſome leaped-upon the ſhoulders of 


their companions, and others made ladders of their 
lances or pikes, in order to ſcale the walls or the 
windows; as one ſet were wounded and fel}, 
others ſupplied their places, trampling upon the bo- 
dies of their friends and countrymen, as if they bad 
deen ſtrangers to fear or compaſhon; and, ina word, 
they fought like ſavage beaſts of prey, when mad= 
dened by famine and revenge. Nevertheleſs, they 
were at length repulſed, and retired to the croſs- 
Rreets for cover, till the approach of night, when 
£5 they 
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82 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


ful cooflagration in different parts of the building, 


ing to the method. followed by Diego de Qrdaz in 


way, but, as they retreated, they broke down the 


they raiſed another terrible alarm, by ſhooting fire. 
arrows into the quarters, fo as to produce a dread- 


which obliged the Spaniards to break down walls, 
in order to prevent the communication of the flames, 
and.afterwards toil, during the greateſt part of the 
night, in repaiting the breaches they had made, 
that they might be in a proper poſture of defence. 
In the morning, the enemy appeared at a diſtance, 
ſeemingly afraid of advancing within cannon. ſhot, 
and provoked the Spaniards with injurious reproach- 
es, to come forth to battle. Cortes, who had been 
reſolved to make a ſally, took the opportunity of 
this provocation to inflame the minds of his ſoldiers 
with a ſhort ſpeech, exhorting them to revenge, 
and finding them impatient of delay, formed his 


Whole force into three battalions, two of which 


were ordered to clear the. croſs-ſtreets, while he 
himſelf, at the head of the third, ſhould take the 
ſtreet of Tacuba, where the orcateſt body of the 
enemy was potted; and as he laid his account with 
being attacked in front and rear at the ſame time, 

formed a double front in each diviſion, accord- 


his retreat. 

This diſpoſition being made, they, allied forth 
upon the Mexicans, who ſuſtained the firſt charge 
without giving ground, and even fouzht hand to 
hand with clubs and two handed ſwords, which 
they managed with deſperate fury, : nor could the 
fire. urge, which were levelled at the galleries and 
uindows, prevent the ſhowers of ſtones and jave- 
Uns, which fell ſo thick that it was. neceſſary to (et 
ſome houſes on fire. At laſt, the. Indians gave 


bridges of the ſtreets, ſo that the Spaniards were 
ble to fill up the ditches, before they could pro- 


ſecute the victory. While Cortes advanced in th 
| mannel; 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 83 
manner, the other two battalions charged the mul- 


titude that poſſeſſed the ſtreets on the ſides, and, 


by theſe means, ſecured a retreat, and drove the 


enemy in a body before them, until they penetrated 
as far as the opening into a large ſquare, where the 


three diviſions joined, and the Mexicans betook 
themſelves to flight with the ſame precipitation 


which had appeared in their attack. 


Cortes would not allow his men to proſecute I 


this victory, but retired without oppoſition, baving 


loſt ten or twelve ſoldiers in the action, which coſt 


the enemy ſo dear that the canals of the city were 


tinged with blood, and the dead bodies lay in in- 
credible heaps, as ſo many ſpectacles of horror. 


During three days, which Hernan allotted for the 
cure of the wounded, and the refreſhment of his 


troops, be artfully renewed his overtures of peace, 


by means of ſome Mexicans, who were in the ſer- 
vice of Motezuma, and went out with divers pro- 
poſals: but they were extremely ill treated by the 


enemy, and ſome of them never returned; dread- 


ing, perhaps, the riſk of being involved in the de- 
ſtruction of the Spaniards, for which they ſaw ſuch 
formidable preparations on foot. Nor did Cortes 


con fide ſo much in his negociation, as to ſlacken in 


his vigilance and precaution. Among other expe- 
dients, he contrived four wooden towers ito be 
moved by wheels, each capable of containing 
twenty ar thirty men, who could fight under co- 
ver, in firing houſes or breaking through the bar- 
ricadoes which were raiſed in the principal ftreets. 
Theſe machines being finiſhed, he, with the ap- 
probation of Motezuma, who withed for nothing. 


ſo much as the reduction of his rebellious ſubjeds, | 


made a ſecand fally with the major part of the Spa- 
mards, the whole body of Tlaſcalans, who had 


done good ſervice in the laſt engagement, ſome 


Pieces of artillery, the wooden towers, and a few 
E. 6 | ked 
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84 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
led horſes, to be uſed occaſionally. The Mexicans, 
who had augmented their army, which was com- 
manded by the principal nobles, waited for them 
jn profound ſilence; but, no ſooner had the Chriſti- 
ans begun their: march. than they were ſurprized 
with the hoarſe and diſmal ſound of their drums and 
ſea-ſhel!s, and the fhouts of an innumerable multi- 
tude, which advanced with unuſual regularity and 
amazing reſolution, giving and receiving the firſt 
charges without flinching : nay, when they were 

obliged to give ground, they retired leiſurely, with- 

out turning their backs, and, at every canal or 

barricado, renewed the fight with ſuch obſtinacy,. | 
that they could not be diflodged without the artillery. 
They diſcharged their lances and arrows in a regular 
anner; ſome of them ſwam up and down the ca- 
nals, ſceking opportunities to wound the Spaniards 
with long pikes; they tumbled down from the gal- 
leries and terraces great ſtones and fragments of 
rocks, provided for the purpoſe, by which the mo- 
ving towers were in a little time ſhattered to pieces; 
and, in a word, fought with ſuch method and ala- 
erity, as plainly denoted their attention to the orders. 
of one man, whom they obeyed as their ſovereign 

vr general. 
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The fight is renewed with greater wigour than euer: 


the Indian emperor continues faithful to Cortes, and 
harangues the Mexicans ; but is Wountled by a ftones. 
and expires, conjuring Cortes to avenge his fall; he 
is buried by his ſubjetts with great ſolemnity and la 
mentations; a new emperor choſen; a bold attempt 
of. two Indians upon the-perſon e, Cortes, wha mi- 
 raculouſly eſcapes the moſt imminent danger. 


HE engagement laſted the greateſt part of the 
day; great damage was done to the city by 
burning the houſes, and the Mexicans loft an ocean 
of blood; but, as the Spaniards and their confe- 
derates met with ſuch oppoſition, and were obliged 
to diſpute the ground by inches from trench to 
trench, night drew on before Cortes could make- 


much progreſs, and as he could not 'pretend to 


maintain the poſts he had gained, he retired to his 
quarters with the. loſs of forty men, chiefly Tlaſ- 
calans : tho? fifty Spaniards were grievoully wound» 
ed, and he himſelf ſhot with an arrow in the left 
hand. But, his internal anguiſh was much more 
violet than the pain of this external hurt. He 
confidered that notwithſtanding the advantage he 
had over the Mexicans in valour and military ſkill, 
his numbers muſt inſenſibly diminiſh, in a ſeries of 


ſuch victories z and that, in caſe of a-general revolt 


againſt Motezuma, they might eaſily ſtarve him in 
his quarters, Nor did the Indian emperor paſs the - 
night with more tranquillity : he had, from the 
higheit turret of the palace, obſerved the battle, in 
which he could eaſily diſtinguiſh the cacique of 
Iztapalapa, and other nobles,- who might aſpire to 
the empire. He dreaded the loſs of his authority, 
aud foreſeeing that he could never hope to —_— 
Q, | ; 
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86 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
the ſubmiſſion and obedience of his ſubjects, while 


the Spaniards remained in Mexico, he in the morn- 
ing ſent for Cortes, to whom he communicated his 


ſentiments, conjuring him to quit the city, that he 


might return to his own palace, reſume the reins 
of government, and quell the ſeditions of his 
people. Hernan made a virtue of neceſſity, and 


aſſented to the propoſal, reſolving to retire for the 


preſent, that he might have leiſure to concert a new 


plan, and be enabled to execute it with a better 


proſpe& of ſucceſs. But this conference was in- 
terrupted by an alarm, in conſequence of which, 
he learned that the enemy was advancing with great 
fury to make a general attack upon the quarters, 
Indeed they ruſhed on with ſuch impetuoſity, that 


_ notwithſtanding the havock made among them by 
the artillery, ſmall arms, and valour of the defen-' 


dants, ſome of them got footing within the very 
works; ſo that Hernan was obliged to form a body 


of reſerve in the principal court, from which he 


fent detachments occaſionally, to fupport thoſe whe 
were hard preſſed or fatigued with action. In this 
emergency, Motezuma propoſed that he ſhould 
ſhew himſelf to his vaſſals from the wall, command 
the ſeditious populace to retire, and order the no- 
bles to come unarmed inte his preſence, that he 
might know and take meaſures to redreſs their 
grievances. This propoſal being approved by Cor- 
tes, who hoped that his appearance would at leaſt 
give the Spaniards ſome breathing time, though it 
might not be attended with any other advantage, 
the emperor inſtantly adorned himſelf with his 
4mperial enſigns, wearing the crown, the mantle, 
and the jewels, which he diſplayed upon the molt 
folemn occaſions, and mounted the terrace fronting 
the great avenue, attended by the principal Mexi- 
cans who continued in his ſervice. He paſled 


through a lane formed by the garriſon, and one ak 


vis. 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 87 
his attendants advancing to the rails, called with a 
loud voice to the rebels, that the great Motezuma 1 
had condeſcended to come forth, in order to hear =_ | 
and redreſs their grievances. - At mention of his 4 
name, their outcries- inſtantly ceaſed ; they ſtood 
motionleſs and ſilent, as if they had been over- 
awed by the preſence of ſomething ſuperaatural.; 
and when he appeared, the whole multitude hum- 
bled themſelves to the earth. He looked around 
him with an air of majeſty, and diſtinguiſhing the 
nobles in the croud, deſired them ſeverally by name 
to approach : then having honoured them with the 
appellation. of friends and kinſmen, he thanked 
them for the zeal and affection they had expreſſed 
for his perſon, and made a ſhort harangue to the 
people, repreſenting that they were actuated by 
a principle of miſtaken loyalty ; that his reſiding 
among the Spaniards was not the effect of compul- 
fon ; that he was now reſolved to d iſmiſs the ſtran- 
gers from his eourt; and that he expected his ſub- 
jects would therefore lay down their arms, in which 
caſe he would freely pardon the outrages they had 
already committed. W 

Such condeſcenſion in a prince, whoſe com- 
mands they had been uſed to obey with fear and 
trembling, made ſuch impreſſion upon the hearers, 
that many wept with compaſſion to ſee the emperor 
{o humbled: and the reſt hung their heads. in ſilence 
and ſuſpenſe, when, all of a ſudden, this favour- 
able diſpoſition was deſtroyed, by the murmurs of 
ſome emiſſaries belonging to the prince wha was 
deſigned as ſucceſſor to Motezuma. They up- 
braided this. unhappy prince with the epithets of 
coward, priſoner, and ſlave, and raed ſuch a cla- 
mour among the people, that their compaſſion was 
turned into rage; they curſed him with the moſt 
opprobrious inveQives ; his motions. with the head 
and hand were diſregarded; his efforts to ſpeak 
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85 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
were rendered ineffectual by their repeated ſhouts 
and, at laſt, they let fly a ſhower of arrows againſt 

him. Two ſoldiers, who were placed near him, 
endeavoured to cover him with their bucklers; but, 

in ſpite of all their care, he was wounded in diffe- 
rent places, and received upon his temple a terrib'e 
blow with a ſtone, which felled him to the ground, 

Cortes, whoſe grief at this accident was inexpreſ- 

ſible, cauſed him to be carried to his apartment, 

while he himſelf giving way to the firſt tranſports 
of his indignation, reſolved to ſtay and take ven- 
geance upon the authors of this misfortune. But 
he found no- enemy upon whom he could wreak 
his reſentment ; for, the Mexicans, ſeeing the em- 
peror fall, were ſtruck with ſuch horror and con- 
ſternation, that they inſtantly fled, as if they had 
thought themſclves purſued by the judgment of 


| 

| 

heaven. h | ] 
The hapleſs Motezuma ſoon recovered his ſen- i 
fation, to feel the keeneſt pangs of deſpair. He 
became frantic with rage, - imprecated the moſt 
dreadful curſes upon his rebellious vaſſals; lent 2 | 
deaf ear to the remonſtrances and conſolations of t 
the general, who exerted all his eloquence to ſooth 
and comfort his afflition ; and when his wounds j 
were dreſſed, tore off the dreſſings, and attempted t 
to put an end to his life; ſo that it was neceſſary { 
to refirain him by force. The wound in his head t 
was of itſelf very dangerous, but his violent agi- d 

. tation of, mind and body ſoon rendered it mortal; 0 
and he abſolutely refuſed to take any manner of c 

- ſaſtenance. Cortes perceiving the emperor's end 

approaching, conjured him to have ſome regard to 0 
his ſoul, by renouncing his idolatry, and embracing, t: 
the true religion; father Bartholome d*Olmedo- vi 
employed all his rhetoric to the ſame purpoſe, and Te 
Donna Marina did all that was in her power to d 
, F#acilitate his converſtcn. But all their endeavours ta 
— | | were ; 


were ineffectual; he continued firm and bigotted to- 
the ſuperſtition of his own country, and expired 
in a delirium of paſſion, after having conjured the 
general to revenge his death... _ ge 

The deplorable fate of Motezuma overwhelmed: 
Cortes with grief and concern, which he could not. 
help manifeſting by his tears: he had a fincere af- 
fection for that prince, and his whole hope of ſuc- 


cels centered in his voluntary ſubmiſſion. to the 


king of Spain; ſo that now he found himſelf: ob- 
liged to form a new plan, and quit all the advan- 
tages he enjoyed by his influence at the court of 
Mexico. In-this E the firſt ſtep he took 
was to appoint. fix. of I 

tendants, (ſome of whom were prieſts) to carry out 
his body to the rebels, and tell the prinees Who head- 
ed them, that he had ſent them the corpſe of their 
late ſovereign, whom they themſelves had murder- 
ed; and who, before his death, had conjured him 
by the moſt preſſing inſtances to revenge his wrongs, 


and chaſtiſe them for their abominable rebellion: 


but, as he ſuppoſed the inſurrection was owing to- 
the brutal fury of the populace, unapproved by the 
nobles, he once more propoſed peace, and gave them 
leave to ſend deputies, aſſuring them he was ready 
to accept any reaſonable conditions; whereas, 
{1.2u;d they neglect his propoſal, he would treat 
them as the worſt of rebels, and Motczuma beigg 
dead, out of reſpect to whom he had hitherto mo- 
derated his reſentment, he would lay waſte their: 
city, and deſtroy them with fire and ſword. | 

At a ſmall diſtance from the quarters, the bearers 
of the corpſe were met by a body of the inhabi- 
tants, who threw down their arms and followed this 
venerable burthen with marks of the moſt profound- 
reverence and reſpect. All the poſts were aban- 
doned, the city was filled with outcries and lamen- 
(atuons.; and though they had already elected another 
: Emperors. 


— 
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oo THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
"emperor, they did not fail to teſtify their penitence 
by the moſt violent expreffions of ſorrow, repeat- 
ing the name of Motezuma, and running up and 
down the ſtreets in clamorous tumults, which did 
not ſubſide till morning, when they conveyed him 
to the mountain of Chapultepeque, and there per- 
formed his obſequies with great ſolemnity and un- 
common ſigns of contrition. „ | 
Thus fell Motezuma, the moſt powerful empe- 
ror who had ever ſet upon the Mexican throne; he 
reigned ſeventeen years, was the eleventh in the 
number of emperors, and ſecond of the name. 
He leſt four ſons and three daughters; two of the 
former, who lived with their father in his confine- 
ment, were killed by the Mexicans in the retreat of 
Cortes : the ladies were afterwards converted and 
married to Spaniards, But the moſt illuſtrious of 
all his deſcendants was his ſon, who, at his baptiſm, 
took the name of Don Pedro de Motezuma, and 
received many favours from his majeſty, who not 
only gave him conſiderable poſſeſſions in New Spain, 
but alſo honoured him with the title of Count de 
Motezuma, which is {till preſerved by his poſterity. 
During the laſt illneſs of the emperor, the Mexi- 
cans made no attempt upon the Spaniſh quarters ; a 
ceſſation which Cortes attributed to the conſcious 
horror of the crime they had committed: tho', in 
fact, it was owing to the avocation of their leaders 
and nobility, who were wholly ingroſſed by the 
mauguration of Quilavaca, cacique of Iztapalapa, 
whom they had raiſed to the throne of Mexico: 
this 'prince, however, did not many days ſurvive 
his exaltation, and his memory is almoſt forgot 
among the Indians of that country. 55 
- Inftead of liſtening to the propoſals ſent by the 
fervants of Motezuma, the Mexicans renewed the 
war with greater vigour than they had ever exerted. 


On the morning that ſucceeded the funeral of * 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 9.7 
hte emperor, all the ſtreets were, by break of day, 


filled with armed men, and they had garriſoned the 


towers of a temple which overlooked and com- 
manded part of the Spaniſh quarters. This impor- 
tant poſt, which was defended by five hundred cho- 
ſen men of the nobility, Cortes reſolved to carry 


at all events. He drew the greateſt part of his 


ſtrength without the wall, and having formed a 
number of battalions ſufficient to cut off all com- 
munication between thoſe who were in the towers 
2nd the reſt of the Indians, he ordered captain 
Eſcobar, with his company reinforced by one hun- 
ered Spaniards, to attack the temple, which was of 
difficult acceſs. This officer was permitted to reach 
the lower porch without oppoſition 3 but, all at 
once, the defendants, from the upper porch, made 


- ſuch a terrible diſcharge of arrows, lances, huge 


Rones, and half burnt -beams of timber, provided 
for the occaſion, that the aſſailants were put in diſ- 
order, and, after having returned three times to the 
attack, obliged to retreat in confuſion. | 

Cortes, who with a troop of horſe was em- 
ployed in ſupporting thoſe who needed his aſſiſtance, 
no ſooner beheld the-diſcomfiture of Eſcobar, than 


he flew to his ſuccour. Having quitted his horſe, | 
he cauſed a ſhield to be faſtened to his wounded - 


arm, and unſheathing his ſword, advanced to the 
ſtairs with. ſuch intrepidity as inſpired his followers 
with ambition to imitate his glerious example. 
The action was inſtantly renewed with amazing ob- 
ſtinaey. The defendants fought hand to hand, 
like men determined to die rather than ſurrender : 
the very prieſts fell valiantly fighting and exhorting 
in the name of their gods; and though the valour 
of Cortes and his followers was irreſiſtable, the 
Mexicans ſuffered th: mſelves to be cut in pieces to 
a man, before the Chriſtians could obtain poſſeſſion 
& the poſt, which was gained, however, _—_— 
| | —' 
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92 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
the loſs of one Spaniſh ſoldier, though many were 
wounded. In the heat of this engagement, two 
Indians, who had devoted their lives to the ſervice 


of their country, ſeeing the general upon the top of 
the temple, threw down their arms, and approach- 


ed him like ſuppliants, then ſtarting up and ſeizing. 


him with great violence, endeavoured to puſh him 
over the rails; but, finding they could not accom: 
pliſh their aim, as he diſengaged himſelf with ſome 
difficulty, they threw themſelves headlong from the 
tower, and daſhed their brains out againſt the 
pavement. 

The general ankad 4 conliderable quantity of 


1 proviſion, which was found in this temple, to be 


conveyed to the quarters; then he commanded the 
Tlaſcalans to ſet fire to the building: and ſeveral 
other houſes, ſo as that the artillery might com- 
mand the whole eminence: and taking a view of 
the engagement below, he perceived the Spaniards 
very warmly charged in the ſtreet of Tacuba, 
which they defended with oreat difficulty, He 
forthwith mounted his horſe and haſtened to their 
afſiſtance, after having ordered Eſcobar, with his 
men, to follow with all poſſible expedition. Mean 
while, he attacked the multitude at the head of his 
eavalry, wounding, killing, or trampling under foot, 
all that flood in his way: but, yielding too much to 
the impetuoſity of his own courage, he. advanced 
into the croud ſo far before the reſt of his troops, 
that his retreat was effectually cut off, and riding 
into another ſtreet, where he hoped to meet with 
leſs reſiſtance, he fell in among a body of Mexi- 
Cans, who had taken his friend Andres de Duero, 
in conſequence of his horſe's having ſtumbled, and 


were conveying him alive as a ſacrifice to their 


gods. Cortes inſtantly charged them with incon- 
ceivable fury, ſo as to diſorder the whole convoy, 


and Duero taking this opportunity of their _ 
5 100g 
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ſion, and drawing a poignard which they had over- 


looked when they diſarmed him, diſengaged him- 


ſelf by the death of thoſe who held him; then re- 
covering his horſe and lance, the two friends broke 
through all oppoſition, at a full gallop, and effected 
2 moſt miraculous retreat. 1 | 
The Mexicans now retired on all ſides with great 
precipitation, and -the general withdrew his men 
into the quarters, after they had made dreadful ha- 
vock among the enemy, and burned a good part 
of the city; and what contributed to the purer en- 
joy ment of the victory, they had not loſt one man 
during the whole engagement: tho" the Mexicans, 
in painting this.day's exploit, which they conſidered 


as one of the moſt. remarkable actions of Cortes, 


repreſented ſeveral Spaniards precipitated from the 
towers of the temple, and ſeveral lying dead and 
wounded below: an inſtance of that partiality 
which is found in the hiſtorians. of almoſt every na- 
tion under the ſun. „ 
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a 


CH AP. XXVI. l 
| 5 1 

| The Indians every where deſeated; have | recourſe 1 

fAtratagem on the failure of force; but Cortes pre. 

'  pares to counterad? them; and evacuates Mexin, 

with his army by night, be is \afſaulted in his 

retreat, lifes a great many men, and all his pri. 

foners, and is engaged in many dangerous ſkirmiſhes ; 

but at length obtains a preciſe victory, by ſeizing thy 
ral flandard of Memo,” oo oo nh 


: EXT day, the enemy demanded: a parley, 
which being granted by Cortes, ſome of the 
nobles approached the walls, and propoſed from the 
new emperor, that the Spaniards ſhould immedi- 
ately march down to the ſea-fide, and embark in 
their large canoes ; in which caſe there would be a 
ceſſation from all hoſtilities : but, ſhould this pro- 
poſal be rejected, every ſoul of them muſt inevi- 
tably periſh ; for the Mexicans were now convinced 
by experience that the Spaniards were mortal, and 
though the death of every Chriſtian ſhould coſt them 
twenty thoufand lives, they were reſolved to con- 
tinue their attacks, and would have a number of 
men, at laſt, ſufficient to rejoice at their ſuccels. 


Cortes replied, that the Spaniards never pretended MW 


to be immortal; tho? they were ſo much ſuperior to 
the Mexicans in courage and all other reſpects, that, 


with his handful of men, he durſt undertake the 


deſtruction of their whole empire: but being 
moved with the calamities they had already ſuffered 
through their own obſtinacy, he was determined t0 
depart, eſpecially ſince his buſineſs was at an end, 
by the death of Motezuma, whoſe friendſhip and 
bounty had detained him at Mexico; and that he 
only waited until the neceſſary preparations * 
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be made for his march, and other articles agreed 
upon, for the advantage and ſatisfaction of both 
arties. 5 4 | 
F The deputies ſeemed to be very well pleaſed with 
this anſwer, tho” the overtures they had made were 
calculated for a very perhdious purpoſe, In a word, 
it had been agreed, in the council of the new em- 
peror, to diſtreſs the Spaniards by famine, and ra- 
ther than expoſe themſelves to ſuch terrible ſlaughter 
as they had always ſuffered from the artillery and 
fire-arms, amuſe the Chriſtians with negociation, 
until they ſhould be weakened and diſpirited by 
hunger, when they could fall upon them with more 
advantage. They zecollected that three ſons of 
Motezuma, and other perſons of diſtinction, were 
priſoners in the Spaniſh quarters; but all theſe they 
willingly devoted as ſacrifices to the good of their 
country, except their chief prieſt, whom they re- 
vered as the fecond perſon in the empire, and re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to deliver. 
| For this purpoſe, the deputies returned that ſame 
evening, to propoſe that ſome of the Mexican pri- 
ſoners ſhould be ſent to the emperor with inſtructi- 
ons touching the capitulation, that there might be 
no miſunderſtanding in the cafe; and artfully hinted 
| that no body was ſo proper as a certain ancient 
prieſt, who, being an intelligent man, would be 
| able to explain all doubts, and remove whatever 
| Cifficulties might be ſtarted. The general perceived 
| their drift, but concealed his ſuſpicion, that he 
might be more fully certified of their real deſigns ; 
and he was not at all ſorry to part with an old wicked 
| 1dolater, whoſe perſon and principles he abhorred. 
He therefore aſſented to the propoſal, and made 
the prieſt acquainted with his demands, touching 
the neceſſaries he ſhould want for his march; re- 
lolving, ſhould he really return, to explain himſelf 
| by ſome additional ſtipulations, importing that they 
7 | ſhould 
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9 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
” #Hhould lay down their arms and deliver hoſtages; 
with other matters of greater conſequence. But 
they had no intention to ſend him back, or to agree 
to any pacific convention ; on the contrary, the 
dentinels diſcovered that the enemy were buſily em- 
- ployed in caſting up trenches and works to defend 
the paſſage of the canals, and had detached ſome 
bodies of men to the lake, in order to break down 
the bridges of the principal cauſey, and cut off all 
communication with the road leading to Tlaſcala. 
Cortes, alarmed at this intelligence, ordered his men 
to make a pontoon or bridge of boards for thoſe 
openings, ſtrong enough to bear the weight of the 
artillery, and ſo portable, as to be carried by forty 
men. " 
While his people were employed in executing 
this contrivance, he aſſembled his captains, in order 
to determine whether they ſhould retreat-by day or 
by night; for he had, by this time, reſolved to re- 
tire to Tlaſcala, and there take meaſures for fe- 
turning to the ſiege of Mexico. The majority of 
the officers adviſed a retreat by night, in conſiders 
tion of the Indian ſuperſtition, which hindered 
them from engaging an enemy after ſun ſet; and 
on the ſuppoſition that, truſting to the negociation, 
'they had made no preparation for attacking them in 
their march upon the cauſey, by means of their il t 
canoes, which they could not eaſily aſſemble oF M. 
manage in the dark. This opinion was warmly Wi fur 
oppoſed by a good number, in which Cortes wi per 
himſelf included, who repreſented the incon ven, tai. 
encies and danger that would attend the march df 
an army, with baggage and impediments, throuy| 
an uncertain road, raiſed upon the waters, in tht 
obſcurity of a tempeſtuous night and rainy ſealo) 
which could not fail to retard and impede the layily 
of bridges; they likewiſe demonſtrated how litt 


ſtrels could be laid upon the cuſtom or commo! 
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maxims of the Mexicans, who had already in- 
fringed them, in ſetting fire to the quarters and 
taking poſſeſſion of the temple by night; and expa- 
tiated upon the diſgrace of retreating with the ap- 
pearance of flight, by which they ſhoùld hazard 
the friendſhip and eſteem of their Indian confede- 


vote, the majority declared for. the firſt propoſal, 
to which Cortes aſſented, and it was reſolved. to 


Hernan is ſaid to have ſacrificed his own opinion 
the more readily on this occaſion, becauſe he Was 


wiſe he ſhould loſe the greateſt part of his army, 
Though Cortes generally laughed at the prognoſtics 
of this pretended” aſtrologer, he now ſeemed to 
liſten with more than ordinary attention, as, in all 
probability, the fellow happened to accoſt him in 
one of thoſe moments of weakneſs, from which 
the greateſt men are not exempted. . 
As ſoon as the carpenters had finiſhed the pon- 
toon, which was thought ſufficient to anſwer all 

| the gaps-in the cauſey, by being removed from one 

to another occaſionally, Cortes diſpatched another 
Mexican deputy, in order to amuſe the enemy with 
further propoſals of peace, while he made the pro- 

| per diſpoſitions for his retreat, and gave his cap- 
tains neceſſary inſtructions how to behave in all 
emergencies. His vanguard conſiſted of two hun- 

| dred Spaniſh ſoldiers, with the choiceſt of the 
Tlaſcalans, and twenty horſe, under the command 
of Gonzalo de Sandoval, Franciſco de Azebedo, 
Diego de Ordaz, Franciſco de Lugo, and Andres 


number of horſe and foot, was conducted by Pedro 
VOL, I 3 V 


— 


rates. The queſtion in diſpute being put to the | 


begin their mareh that very night, that the enemy 
might have the leſs time to form obſtructions, - 


influenced by the prediction of a private ſoldier _ 
called Botello, who pretended to divination, and 
-exhorted him to march away that very night, other- 


de Tapia. Therear-guard, compoſed of a greater 
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98 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 

de Alvarado, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, and ſome 
other captains, who had come with Narvaez. The 
priſoners, artillery, and baggage, with the .main 
body of the army, were in the centre; and he him. 
ſelf, aſſiſted by Alonſo Davila, Chriſtoval de Olid, 
and Bernardino- Vaſquez de Tapia, reſerved one 
hundred choice men to be employed as neceſſity 
ſhould require. This order being formed, he 
cauſed the treafurg to be brought into his apart. 
ment, and deducting one fifth for the king, in thoſe 


4 


things which were moſt portable, he delivered it to 
the commiſſary, together with a mare of his own, 
and ſome wounded horſes for the carriage. The 
remainder, amounting to upwards of ſeven hundred 
thouſand pieces of eight, he left as a uſeleſs and 
dangerous incumbrance z. but, finding the ſoldiers 
unwilling to loſe their ſhare of ſuch a rich prize, Ml © 
he gave them to underſtand that they might take 7 
what they could conveniently carry. In conſe- X 
quence of this permiſſion, ſome of the moſt ava- WM :: 
Ticious, particularly of thoſe who had come with Wi '* 
Narvaez, loaded themſelves in ſuch a. ſhameful WM © 
manner, that they ſtaggered under their burthens, . 
Theſe previous ſteps being taken, and the ſoldiers : 
encouraged by a ſhort ſpeech from Cortes, who, 5 
above all things, recommended vigilance and cau- WW 
tion, left they ſhould under-rate the oppoſition d - 
the enemy, they began their march about mic- if . 
night, with great ſilence and circumſpection; the WM = 
wetneſs of the weather and darkneſs of the nigit WW "y 
favouring their motion; and the pontoon, whici 15 
they carried in the front, was laid over the firſt ca- By 
nal before they met with the leaft oppoſition ; bu: Wi 0 
the weight of the artillery and horſe jammed it 0 ( 
faſt among the ſtones on each ſide, that they found te? 
it impracticable to remove it; and indeed they had iy 
neither time nor opportunity for the attempt: fo! 93 a 
eyen before the army bad paſſed the firſt breach ac 


Fd 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 99 
the cauſey, they were ſuddenly aſſaulted on every 
ſide, and obliged to take to their arms with the ut- 
moſt precipitation. The enemy had obſerved the 
motions of the Spaniards, aſſembled their troops and 
| canoes in ſuch a manner as to cover the lake on each 
| fide of the cauſey, and began the attack with fo 
much regularity and ſilence, that the Chriſtians did 
not hear their ſhells and outcries until they felt 
W themſelves wounded by their arrows, Had they 
preſerved the fame good order during the engage- 
ment, Cortes and his whole army muſt have been 
deftroyed ; but they ſoon relapſed into their own na- 
tural confuſed way of charging in heaps, by which 
| means their canoes ran foul of each other, and 
| were ſhattered to pieces, ſo that the Spaniards made 
terrible ſlaughter among the diſorderly multitude, un- 
til their arms were wearied with the work of death, 
They were likewiſe attacked in front, by thoſe who, 
| being impatient of inaction, had thrown themſelves 
into the lake, and clambered up to the cauſey, in 
order to diſpute the paſſage: but here they crouded 
in ſuch numbers that they could not make uſe of 
their weapons, and the ſlaughter was fo great,. as to 
ſupply a ſufficient number of bodies to fill up the ca» 
nals for the paſſage of the Spaniards: at leaſt, this 
circumſtance is related by ſome writers, though 
there are ſome who alledge, with more probability, 
WT that the enemy had left a beam in the ſecond bridge, 
on which the ſoldiers paſſed over in files, leadin 
(Wh fbcir horſes through the water by the bridles; a. 
det the van guard purſued its march, without 
„being much retarded by the laſt. canal, which was 
| fordable, | . 5 „ 
Cortes, having reached the ſhore, ordered Juan 
de Xaramillo to form the men as faſt as they arrived, 
while he, returning to the cauſey with Gonzalo de 
4 Lendoval, Chriſtoval de Olid, Alonſo Davila, Fran- 
| Ulco de Morla, and GY Dominguez, en ered 
; | „ | the 


100 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 
the engagement, and animated the men by his pre. 
_ fence and example. He lined each fide of the cauſey 

with ſoldiers to repel the enemy, while the ref 

mould file off in the centre; and commanded the 
artillery to be thrown into the water, in order to 
facilitate the march; but in ſpite. of all his valour 
and vigilance, part of his rear-guard was cut in 
pieces, the pontoon. being deſtroyed by the Mexi- | 
cans in the-canoes, before theſe unhappy men could 
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wretches who had loaded themſelves with the booty, 
"and were incapable of acting like men for their own 
preſervation, Their cries and groans, however, 
| Pierced to the ſoul of Cortes, who could not poſ- 
ſibly yield them the leaſt aſſiſtance; and, while he 
retreated with his men, in the utmoſt anxiety of 
mind, through the ſecond diviſion of the cauſey, he 
was joined by Pedro de Alvarado, who owed his 
Ife to an almoſt incredible effort of agility, Find. 
ing himſelf beſet on every ſide, his horſe killed under] 
him, and one of the canals in his way, he pitched. 
his ſpear in the breach, and raiſing his body with a 
wonderful ſpring, leaped from one fide to the other, 
the diſtance being ſo enormous, that he himſelf al- 
terwards, when he ſurveyed the place, was con- 
founded at the reflection of his ſucceſs; and that 
particular opening is ſtill known by the name df 

Alvarado's: Leap. ET 
About day-break the army had paſſed over the 
lake, and halted near Tacuba, that thoſe who had 
eſcaped from the battle and were miſſing might have 
time to join their friends; and accordingly this pfe- 
eaution ſaved the lives of ſeveral Spaniards and Thai 
calans, who had ſwam: aſhore, and hid themlelves 
in the fields of maiz till morning. Theſe brougit 
intelligence, that the laſt diviſion of the rear - guard 
was entirely cut off; and the troops being draw" 
up, they found their loſs amounted to two 13 
| re 


1 


60 : paſs, though they chiefly conſiſted of thoſe miſerable | 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO: rox 
dred Spaniards, above one thouſand Tlaſcalans, ſix 
and forty horſes, and all the Mexican priſoners, 
/ who, in the confuſion and darkneſs of the night, 
were treated as enemies by their own countrymen. 
The Spaniards were extremely dejected to find their 
number thus diminiſhed, their artillery loſt, and 
themſelves, who were extremely fatigued,” in dan+ - 
ger of being aſſaulted again every moment; and 
what contributed greatly to the increaſe of their af» 
fiction, was the loſs of ſome excellent officers, name- ' 
ly, Amador de Larez, Franciſco-de Morla, and 
Franciſco de Salcedo, and, above all, Juan Velsſ- 
quez de Leon, who brought up the rear, and fell, 
oppreſſed by multitudes, after having performed the 
moſt heroic exploits, He was a man of ſtrict ho- 
nour, and great military {kil], and reſpected by all 
the ſoldiers, as the ſecond perſon of the army. b 
Cortes ſat down upon a ſtone to reſt. himſeif, 
while his officers ere employed in forming his men, 
and, notwithſtanding all his magnanimity, the for- 
row of his ſoul manifeſted itſelf in a ſhower of tears; 
tho' he ſoon recollected that fortitude which was ſu- - 
perior to all the viciſſitudes of fortune, and conſoled 
himfelf by reflecting, that Donna Marina and Ge- 
ronimo de Aguilar, the principal inftruments of the 
conqueſt, had eſcaped ſafe from the dangers of the 
battle, His eyes began to ſparkle again with that 
vivacity, which never failed to animate his troops; 
He obtained a complete victory over deſpondence, 
and, with an air of tranquillity and good humour, 
called for the aſtrologer, whom he meant to rally 
upon the falſehood of his prediction, but he was 
informed that the prophet was killed in the firſt aſ- 
fault of the cauſey, e 
Had the Spaniards been attacked upon this occa- 
lion, before they had recovered the it ſpirits, and re- 
ireſhed themſelves after the fatigue of the battle, in 
all probability they would have ſunk under ſuch ex- 
Fe 4 ceſlive 
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time to recruit and repoſe themſelves, in conſe. 
quenee of an accident, which was in other refpec, 
very unfortunate for Cortes. We have already ob- 
ſerved that all the Mexican priſoners were killed 
by the enemy; and in the morning, when they went 
to ſtrip the dead, they found the ſons of Motezuma 
transfixed with their own arrows. They were amaz- 
ed, ſtupified, and confounded at this ſpectacle; all 
the troops were ſeized with conſternation and diſ- 
may; and the new emperor being made acquainted 
With the cauſe of their pannic, ordered the bodies 
of thoſe unhappy princes to be conveyed to the bu- 
rying-place of their anceſtors ; and the ceremony of 
their funeral obſequies, in which all the inhabitants 
were engaged, afforded that ſeaſonable reſpite to the 
Spaniards: nevertheleſs, the fate of thoſe young 
princes was Jamented by Cortes; as one of the great- 
_ et loſſes he had ſuſtained; becauſe, in the conqueſt 
of Mexico, he hoped to avail himſelf of the right 
which the eldeſt had to the throne. - 

In the mean time, he directed his march towards 
Tlaſcala with great caution, ſuſpecting there was 
fome deſign in the enemy's delay; and they had 
not proceeded far, when ſome bands of armed men 
appeared at a diſtance, and followed the army, 
without approaching to action. Theſe were the 
inhabitants of Tacuba, Eſcapuzalco, and Tenecuya, 
whom the Mexicans had ordered to obſerve the mo- 
tions of the Spaniards, and retard their march, un- 
til they themſelves ſhould have diſcharged their duty 
to the ſons of Motezuma ; and indeed it was not 
long before the whole multitude of the Mexicans 
came up, and, joining the others, attacked the army 
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halt, and face about in their own defence. Cor- 
tes, having placed his fire-arms and croſs-bows in 


the front, ordered the horſe to advance ä 
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ceſſive toil and inceſſant oppoſition; - But, they had 


with ſuch, impe tuoſity, that they were obliged ſo 
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the Indians, of whom a very great ſlaughter Was 


made: but the number of the enemy continually 


encreaſing, while they plied their ſlings and arrows 


at a diſtance with good ſucceſs, the Spaniards * - 


were fatigued with killing: they deſpaired of re- 
pulſing ſuch an enormous, multitude, and their va- 
jour began to ſlacken; when Cortes obſerving an 
edifice, with turrets, on the top of an eminence 
near the field of battle, reſolved to gain that poſt, 
and effected his purpoſe, though not without great 
difficulty. It was a temple dedicated to the ſylvan 
deities, having a ſpacious court, encompaſſed by a 


wall, which, together with the towers, rendered it 
tolerably defenſible. Here the Spaniards found ſhel- 


ter from the imminent danger to which they had 
been expoſed; and, in conſideration of the fignal 
relief it afforded, they afterwards erected an hermi- 


tage on the ſpot, which is to this day known by the 


name of Nueſtra Sennora de los R<medios, our 
Lady of Relief, 7 „ | 

The enemy, after having approached within muſ- 
ket-ſhot of the walls, at which- they diſcharged a 
vaſt number of arrows, and expreſſed their reſent- 
ment in barbarous ſhouts and ſcurtilous invectives, 


retired in the evening towards Mexico: though the 


Spaniards from the tops of the towers, diſcovered 
that they halted in the plain; and, dividing into 
ſeveral bodies, endeavoured to conceal themſelves 

till morning. V8 
Cortes poſted his guards and ſentinels with the ut- 
moſt circumſpection; ordered fires to be made, not 
only to mitigate the coldneſs of the ſeaſon, but alſo 
to burn the arrows of the Mexicans, which lay in 
heaps about the place. The people were refreſhed 
with the proviſions found in the temple, and what 
the Indians had ſaved with the baggage: and the 
wounded were drefled with ſuch expedients as the 
Place afforded, the horſe-cloths ſerving for lint and 
F4 bandages, 
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bandages. While he thus taſked his induſtry and 


invention for the immediate relief of the poor ſol- 
diers, . he did not neglect to revolve in his on 
mind the conſequences. of ſuch an endleſs oppoſi- 
tion, and, calling a council of bis officers, pro- 
poſed, that as they could not maintain this poſt for 
want of proviſions, or hope to accompliſh their re- 
treat while environed with ſuch multitudes of the 
enemy, they ſhould take this opportunity of pur- 
fuing their march in the night, ſo as to be. two or 
three lezgues farther a-head of the Indians at ſun- 
rife, when they would cy renew their at- 
.tack. - 
This - propoſal was unanimouſly. „ ; and 
| ſome houis of reſt being allotted for the refreſh ment 
of the people, who, though miſerably fatigued, and 
for the moſt part wounded, ſaw the neceſſity of tak. 
ing this meaſure, they Fang rted from the temple at 
4 midnight, leaving the fires burning, in order to de- 
ceive the enemy; and the van-guard, commanded 
by Diego de Ordaz, provided with truſty guides, 
proceeded above half a league without the leaſt in- 


terruption. But, as they entered upon ſome bro - 


ken and hilly ground, they diſcovered divers am- 
buſcades, formed by the militia of the neighbour- 


ing towns, who poured down from the tops of 


eminences, or ruſhed out from among the buthes, 
and attacked the flanks without order. Theſe light 
ſkirmiſhes, though they incommoded, could not ob- 
ſtruc the march of the Spaniards, who, after hav- 
| ing advanced two leagues, halted before day-break, 


in another temple which they found upon an emi- 


nence, though not ſo high or capacious as the poſt 
they had left: but the light of the morning no ſooner 
convinced them, that thoſe whom 'they had mil- 
taken for detachments of the Mexican army, were 


no other than bands of daftardly peaſants, than they 


renewed their march, and Tn ar two leagues 
farther, 
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farther, to a village advantageouſly ſituated, which 
they found deſerted by its inhabitants, and in which 


they ſtaid two days, until the wounded were in a 
condition to travel. They made two ſucceeding 
marches through a rocky and barren country, at 2 
diſtance from the great road, which they had pur- 
poſely quitted; ſuſpicious — their guides, deſtitute 
of cover in the night, continually perſecuted by 
thoſe flying parties of Indians, and expoſed to the 
rage of hunger and thirſt, which they endeavoured 
to aſſuage by the herbs and roots of the fields, till 
one of the wounded horſes dying, afforded relief 
and entertainment to thoſe who were in the greateſt 
extremity, The laſt of theſe marches terminated 
in a village, where the inhabitants received them 
with a ſeeming chearfulnels, and provided every 
thing for their entertainment with an appearance 
of frankneſs and hoſpitality : but this was no other 


than a ſtratagem to decoy the Spaniards into care 
less ſecurity, that they might fall unprepared into 
. tne ſnare which was laid for them by the Mexicans, 


Early in the morning, as the army aſcended a 
mountain, which on the other ſide declined into the 
valley of Otumba, Donna Marina took notice, that 
the Indians who followed them at a diſtance, ſhout⸗ 


ing and ene frequently exclaimed, ** Pro- 


** ceed, tyrants !. proceed: you will ſoon arrive at 
* the olace where you will all periſh.” And Cortes 


judging, from this exclamation, that ſome danger- 


ous ambuſh awaited them, gave his- officers proper, 
inſtructions, and took all poſſible precautions to pte- 
vent a furprize. Accordingly, when they reached 
the mountain top, they beheld the paſſage effec 
ally barred up by an immenſe multitude of arm- 


MI 


ed men, who filled the whole extenſive valley of: 


Otumba. 
Theſe were the ſame intent they encountred at 


the uſt temple, reinforced by an infinite number 
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106 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
from Mexico, headed by the principal nobles, who 
had divided into ſeveral bodies, and by different 
roads marched with ſuch expedition as to get the 
ſtart of the Spaniards, and join in this ſpacious plain, 
where they could attack them without being em- 
barraſſed for want of room. ie 3 
The front of this army, which was compoſed of 
different nations, as appeared by the diverſity of their 
colours and ſtandards, took up the whole breadth 

of the valley; but the eye could not reach the ex. 
tremity of the rear. The.captain-general of the 
empire appeared in the centre, born upon mens 
ſhoulders, in a ſumptuous litter, that he might the 
better judge of emergencies, and ſee his orders 
punctually executed, and diſtinguiſhed. by the royal 
ftandard of Mexico, which was never brought into 
the field but upon the moſt critical occaſions. [t 
was a net of maſſy gold, faſtened to a pike, crown- 
ed with a plume of variegated feathers; and indeed 
the motion of their different arms and feathers 
waving in the wind, formed an appearance at once 
beautiful and tremendous. _ ; 
Cortes, having ſurveyed this dreadful hoſt, turn- 

ed to his ſoldiers, with his wonted alacrity, and told 
them, that now their caſe was ſuch that they muſt 
either conquer or die. He would have proceeded 
in his harangue, but was interrupted by his men, 
who, while their viſages glowed with impatience 
of reſentment, cried out, that he ſhould give tte 
word and lead them forthwith to battle. Far from 
baulking their ardour, he immediately advanced, 
having made a previous diſpoſition. The firſt dil- 
charge of the fire-arms and croſs-bows did great exe- 
cution ; every ſtroke of lance and ſword was deci- 
five; the horfe broke down and trampled under foot 
all thoſe bodies which endeavoured to flank or in- 
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third after Mexican blood, and the Spaniards gain- 


ed ſome ground in this firſt effort. But the enemy 


fought with great obſtinacy. No ſooner was one 
body cut in pieces, than another ſucceeded, and the 
battle was continually renewed with ſupplies of freſh 
men, ſo that the Spaniards muſt at laſt have been 
ſpent with the inceſſant exerciſe of their arms. Cor- 
tes, who fought on horſeback, ſuccouring thoſe 
who were in greateſt need of his aſſiſtance, and car- 
rying death and terror on the point of his lance, 
foreſeeing that the ſtrength of his men muſt fail, in 
ſuch an unintermitting action, reſolved to make an 
extraordinary effort in order to win the imperial 
ſtandard, which he could eafily diſtinguiſh ; rightly 


ſuppoſing, that the Mexicans would diſperſe upon 


. 


its being taken. 4 Eg | 
He therefore commanded Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
Pedro de Alvarado, Chriſtoval de Olid, and Alonzo 


Davila, to follow and ſecure his rear, while he with 
his troop charging that part of the enemy which 
was leaſt diſtant from the centre, trod down whole 


battalions, and penetrated to the place where the 
imperial ſtandard was defended by a band of nobles 
appointed for its guard, Hernan, ſpurring on his 


horſe through the midſt of them, cloſed with the 
captain-general, whom he dangerouſly wounded and 
_ overthrew from his litter with the fiiſt ſtroke of his 


lance, when Juan de Salamanca, a private gentle- 
man, leaped from his horſe, diſpatched the diſmount- 
ed Mexican, and, ſeizing the ſtandard, gave it into 
the hands of Cortes; a piece of ſervice, in conſidera- 
tion of which the emperor allowed him to wear the 
plume of feathers as a creſt, and gratified him with 

lome other more ſubſtantial favours. | 
The Mexicans no ſooner beheld their flandard in 
the power of the Spaniards, than they ſtruck all the 
reſt of their colours, threw down their arms, and 
ied with the utmoſt precipitation, ſeeking ſor ſh l- 
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18 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 

ter in the adjacent woods and fields of maiz'z: while - Ml ; 

the victorious Spaniards, inflamed with reſentment, | 

and prompted. by motives of convemency, made a 
' moſt dreadful laughter of the fugitives z inſomuch 

that twenty thouſand Indians are {aid to have been 

killed in the battle. Some Spaniards were hurt, and | 

two or three died afterwards of their wounds at Tlaſ: | 

cala; and Cortes himſelf received a violent blow on 

his head with a' ſtone, which battered his head- 

piece, and made a ſmall fracture in his ſkull, 

The ſpoil, which was given to the ſoldiers, prov- 

ed very conſiderable; for the Mexicans came adorn- 

ed with their beſt jewels as.to an aſſured triumph, 

depending upon their number, which amqunted to | 

two hundred thouſand : and indeed, if we reflect 

upon the great inequality between the contending 

at mies in this particular, we muſt allow this to have 

been one of the greateſt victories that ever Was ob» 

tained in America. | 


e HA P. xXxXVII 


Cortes and his troops at loft gain the city of Tlafe 
cala, where they are joyfuily. rectived; making a 
moſt eee entry; and ſublic games are ſet on 
feet in hinour of them; but affairs are damped 
by Cortes, being rden ill; who recovers; and thi 
7 laſcalans receive an embaſh. from the. new empe- 

rer of Mexico; anither enemy riſes. , againſt Cor. 
tes in the perſon of Aicotencal. 


ORTES having aſſembled his troops, ackithy 

were ſcattered up and down for the ſake of 
pillaging, purſued his march, not without ſuſpicion 
of being again attacked, as he obſerved ſeveral bo- 
dies of men on the tops of the mountains; and at 
night took poſſeſſion of ſome houſes, where, how: 
ever, 


— 
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ever, he did not think his people very ſecure. Next - 
day, the enemy took their leave of him, with diſ- 
tant cries and menaces: and, ſoon after, they entered 


the confines of 'Tafcala, when the whole army ex- 


preſſed their joy by acclamations, and the Tlaſca- 


Jans proftrated themſelves on the ground, which they 
kiſſed with filial rapture. | + 1 8 1 

Here, while they reſted and refreſhed themſelves. 
by a fountain of delicious water, the general, in à 
ſhort ſpeech, repreſented: to them, of what impor- 


tance it was to preſerve the friendſhip of the Tlaſcas 


lans ; and exhorted them to behave in the eity with 
kindneſs and civility to the inhabitants, avoiding all- 
occaſions of giving offence to the meaneſt citizen, 
as an error which might endanger their common- 
ſafety. At noon he quartered his troops in Guali- 
par, a conſiderable town, the inhabitants of which 


received him with great hoſpitality :- and from hence 


he ſent two Tlaſcalans to the ſenate, with an ac- 
count of his retreat and ſucceſs 3. but fame had al- 
ready made them acquainted with his victory; and 
the meſſengers were ſcarce diſmiſſed, when he was 
viſited by his friend Magiſcatzin, old Xicotencal 
with his fon, and others ſent by the ſenate, to com- 
pliment him upon his return.. Magiſcatzin advane- 


ed before the reſt, flew into his arms, and then 


ſtepped back to behold and admire a man ſo worthy 
of his veneration and efteem. The blind Xicoten- 
cal, directed by the ſound of Hernan's voice, grop- 
ed his way to his embrace, and expreſſed his affec- 
tion in a flood of tears. 'T hey congratulated him 
upon his victory, teſtified the moſt tender concern 
for his wounds, regretted the Joſs of ſo many Spa- 
niards, particularly the death of Juan Velaſquez de 
Leon, whom they fincerely loved; inveighed againſt 
the barbarous conſpiracy of the Mexicans; and of- 
tered to aſſiſt him, in his revenge, with all the forces 
of the republic and her allies. Cortes made ſuitable 
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ro THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
 acknowledgments for all this courteſy, and way 
fully convinced of the continuance of their eſteem, 
which was greatly improved by the victory of 
Otumba, an action admired at Tlaſcala, as a pro- 
digy of valour, and the chief glory of the expedi. 
tion. They propoſed that he ſhould immediately 
proceed to the city, where quarters were provided 
for his men; but he choſe to remain in his preſent 
ſituation, until his people ſhould be refreſhed and 
recovered from the fatigues they had undergone; 
and the chiefs of the Tlaſcalans aſſented the more 


readily, as they ſhould have time to prepare for bis 


entry, which they determined to celebrate as a ſo- 


3 


lemn triumph. - 
The Spaniards, having ſtaid three days at Guali- 
par, during which they were liberally ſupplied with 
neceſſaries at the expence of the republic, adorned 
themſelves with the plumes, jewels, and finery of the 
vanquiſhed Mexicans, and began their march for 
Tlaſcala, which they entered in the month of July, 
1520. The ſenate, in their richeſt robes, came out 
to receive them, with a numerous attendance ; the 
fields were crowded with people, the air was filled 
with acclamations ; and, at their entrance, they 
were ſaluted with the ſound of kettle- drums, flutes 
and horns, which compoſed a concert rather ſpright- 
ly than harmonious. The troops being conveni- 
ently quartered, Cortes yielded to the importunities 
of Magiſcatzin, who preſſed him to be his gueſt; 
and Pedro de Alvarado went with Xicotencal, ra- 
ther than give offence by a refuſal ; but the other 
captains, though ſtrongly ſollicited by the reſt of the 
caciques and miniſters of ſtate, declined their invi- 
tations, becauſe it would have been improper to 
leave the main-guard without a ſufficient number 
of officers. e | 

The feſtival of triumph continued for ſome days, 
during which the Indians: celebrated en, 
: wit 
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with all ſorts of diverſion known and practiſed in 
that part of the world: they contended in ſhooting 
with arrows at marks, in running, wreſtling, and 
leaping z and in the evenings was exhibited a variety 
of rope-dancing, with a kind of maſquerade. Ina 
word, all the citizens, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
aſſiſted at theſe ſhews with demonſtrations of delight; 
not even excepting thoſe who had loſt their friends 
and relations atthe cauſey, a misfortune which they 
| attributed to the chance of war, and thought ſuſh- 

ciently repaired by the glory of their fate, and the 
ſubſequent victory which their countrymen had help- 
ed to obtain. Cortes was deeply affected with the 
love and ſincerity of theſe faithful allies, which he 
cultivated with real confidence and reſpect: his of- 
ficers behaved towards them with the utmoſt cour- 
teſy, and even the meaneſt ſoldiers generouſly ſhared 
with them the jewels and ſpoils they had brought 
from the battle. | 55 5 
But, the joy of this feſtival was ſuddenly damp- 
ed, by a dangerous fever that ſeized Cortes: the 
wound in his head broke out afreſh, with bad 
ſymptoms; an inflammation of his brain enſu- 
ed, and his friends began to deſpair of his life. 

The mirth of Tlaſcala was all at once converted into 
mourning, The nobles, overwhelmed with ſor- 
row, inquired inceſſantly about the ſtate of his 
health; and the common people came in troops, 
howling, and lamenting the danger that threatened 
the great Teule, which was an appellation they 
beſtowed upon their demi-gods. The ſenate aſ- 
ſembled the moſt expert phyſicians of the country, 
wi.o, being permitted to exerciſe their ſkill upon 
the general, applied their medicinal herbs with 
ſuch wonderful art and diſcernment,. as in a little 
time reſtored him to his perſect health. Impatient 
to know the ſtate of affairs at Vera Cruz, he wrote 
to Rodrigo Rangel by an Indian courier, who — 
turne 


24 
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turned immediately with an anſwer, importing, that 

no alteration had happened in the garriſon or on 
the coaſt; that Narvaez and Salvatierra were in ſafe 


cuſtodyz and the confederate Indians ſtil} faithful 


to their engagements. At the ſame time, he gave 
him to underſtand, that a corporal] .and eight fo}- 
diers, who had gone to Tlaſcala for the gold be- 
longing to the garriſon, were not returned, but, ac- 
cording to a report current amohg the Indians, 
were murdered in the province of Tepeaca ; and he 
was afraid: the wounded ſoldiers of Narvaez had 
met with the ſame fate; for, as faſt as they reco- 
vered, they marched away from Zempoallo in 
fmall bodies, impatient to reach Mexico, which 


they conſidered as the centre of all their wealth and 


proſperity, *, | 

The truth of this report was confirmed by the 
Tlafcalans, who had hitherto concealed it from 
Cortes, left it ſhould retard his recovery; and he 
had the mortification to find himſelf deprived, in 
this cruel perfidious manner, of a reinforcement of 
about fifty Spaniards, who had been deſtroyed by 
the Indians of Tepeaca. Glowing with reſentment 
and concern, he refolved to take immediate ven- 


geance on that faithleſs nation, which lay between 


him and Vera Cruz; and the Tlaſfcalans, upon 
whoſe frontiers thoſe Indians had committed hoſtili- 
ties, promiſed to intereſt themſelves in his-quarre}; 
Before they could take the field for this purpoſe, am- 
baſſadors from the new emperor of Mexico arrived at 
Gualipar, from whence they ſent a meſſage to the 
ſenate, deſiring leave to enter the city with propoſals 
of peace; and this permiſſion being granted, with 
the conſent of Cortes, they made their-public en- 
try with great ſolemnity and ſplendor. The tame- 
nes came at the head of the proceſſion, with the 
preſents conſiſting of gold and ſilver, fine cotton 


cloths, plumes, and other: curioſities, with gr 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO: 13 
loads of ſalt, which was in great requeſt at Tlaſcala. 
The ambaſſadors, richly adorned with jewels, and 


accompanied with a numerous retinue, were re- 
| ceived in the ſenate-houſe, where, after having 


named the emperor of Mexico with the uſual ce- 
remony of proſtration, they made offers of peace 


and perpetual alliance, on condition they would de- 
clare war againſt the Spaniards, and aſſiſt them in 


extirpating thoſe inſolent ſtrangers, —— Here their 


ſoeech was interrupted by the murmurs of the aſ- 
ſembly, who were exaſperated at the propoſal ; 
and the character of ambaſſadors, which they bore, 
would ſcarce have protected them from violence, 
had not ſome old ſenators interpoſed in their behalf, 
and reſtrained the impetuoſity of the reſt, In con- 
ſequence of this mediation, the Mexicans were 
permitted to retire to their lodgings, until the fe- 
nate ſhould deliberate upon the ſubſect of their em- 
baſſy ; and it was unanimouſly agreed to reject their 
terms with diſdain : however, the ambaſſadors did 
not wait for a formal diſmiſſion; but, from the re- 
ception they had already experienced, dreading fome 
popular inſurrection againſt their perſons, they made 
off with great terror and precipitation, 


Let, even amidft the Tlaſcalans, was found one 


man of conſequence who endeavoured tg deſtroy 
that harmony which ſubſiſted between the Spa- 
hiards and the republic : this was no other than Xi- 
cotencal the general, in whoſe breaſt the remem- 
brance of his being conquered till rankled with 
unceaſing acrimony, producing envy and hatred to 
| Cortes, which he had hitherto but ill diſguiſed un- 
der the maſk of friendſhip and complacency. The” 
| he neither ſpoke nor voted in the ſenate in behalf 
of the Mexican propoſals, he took this opportunity 
of ſowing jealouſies among the people, by means of 
| his friends and adherents, who, in a clandeſtine 
| Manner, magnified the advantages that gon, rs 
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ſult to the republic from an alliance with the Mexi- 
cans, and repreſented their. friendſhip for the Spa- 
niards as a dangerous connection, that would in 
the end entail ſlavery. and oppreſſion upon them and 
their poſterity. The ſenate being appriſed of theſe 
practices, held a conſultation, at which the old 
blind Xicotencal gave his opinion, that his fon 
ſhould be put to death as a ſower of ſedition; and, 
had not they reſpected the grey hairs and unblemiſh- 
ed character of the father, he would have died as an 
ignominious traitor: but, in conſideration of the 
ſenior's rank and ſervices, the ſentence was mitigat- 
ed. The delinquent was brought before them in 
chains, upbraided with his perfidious dealing, de- 
prived of his command and honours, and flung 
| down the ftairs of the ſenate-houſe with diſgrace, 
In a few days after this degradation, he implored 
the forgiveneſs and countenance -of Cortes, who 
had not known his crime until the puniſhment was 
inflicted, and by his intereſt was reſtored to his rank 
and honours ; though his inveteracy afterwards 
broke out again, and coſt him his lite, 
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EE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, ng 
CHAP. XXVIIL 


Cortes appeaſes his ſoldiers clamours; then marches 


againſt, and beats the Tepeacant; the emperor of 


Mexico dies, and Guatimozin is choſen in his room; 
Inother Mes ican army attacks the Spaniards, and is 
totally routed; two ſhips arrive upon the coaſt with 
recruits from Velaſguex; thry all join Cortes, uc bo 
builds ſome pos table brigantines. E 


. HIL E this Indian general aſſembled the 

'Y troops of the republic with extraordi- 
nary diligence, by which he endeavoured to atone 
for his indiſcretion ; the ſoldiers who had come with 
Narvaez, being tired of the fatigues and perils they 
had undergone, and intimidated at the proſpect of 
a new war, loudly clamoured againſt the expedition 
to Tepeaca, and even delivered a proteſtation in 
form to the general, ſignifying their refuſal to un- 
| Certake that enterprize, and a demand that they 


ſhould march immediately for Vera Cruz, where 


they might be nearer at hand to ſollicit reinforces 


ments from St. Domingo and Jamaica. This in- 


ſolent remonſtrance filled the breaſt of Cortes with 
indignation, which however he was obliged to diſ- 
| guiſe; he repreſented to them, that as the 'Tepeas 
| Cans had ſeized the paſſes of the mountains, it 
would be impoſſible to reach Vera Cruz without 


fighting thoſe people; and that they could not force 


| their way, and open a free communication with 
their allies, unleſs affifted by the Tlaſcalan troops 
now aſſembling for that purpoſe : but, he aſſured 
them upon his word and honour, that as ſoon as 
thoſe perfidious Indians ſhould be ſubdued, all thoſe 
who were unwilling to follow his fortune ſhould 
have free liberty to depart. | 5 
| Having 
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116 THE CONQUEST OF MExTCO. 


* \ * N ; * | | 
Having thus reconciled them to the ſervice, he | 


drew up his army, amounting to four hundred and 
twenty Spaniards, with ſeventeen horſe, armed 
with pikes, ſwords, and targets, croſs-bows and 
fre-arms, and theſe being reinforced with eight 
thouſand choice Tlaſcatans, commanded by officers 


of approved valour, he left the care of bringing uy 


three leagues, they took up their quarters for the 


the reſt to Xicotencal, and began his march amidf 
the acclamations of the people. Having marched 


night in a village belonging to the enemy, who 


abandoned it with precipitation at ſight of the army; | 
and next morning, Cortes ordering ſome pea- 


ſants who had been taken by the advanced guard 
to be brought before him, gave them ſome preſents, 
and ſet them at liberty, on their promiſe, to tell the 


caciques of Tepeaca, in his name, that he was come 


to puniſh their revolt, and revenge the death of 


thoſe Spaniards whom they had ſo treacherouſl 


murdered: nevertheleſs, if they would join him 


ing to come and carry the Spaniards bound to the | 


and his allies the Tlaſcalans againſt the Mexicans, 


he would pardon what was paſt, and take then. | 
into the number of his friends. The Indians de- 


parted with this meſſage, and next day returned with 
an anſwer, rejecting all terms of peace, andthreaten- 


altars of their gods. Notwithſtanding this inſolent 


declaration, Cortes repeated his offers, which he 


ſent in writing, accompanied with threats, import 
ing, that, in caſe of their refuſal, he would deſtroy 
them with fire and ſword as traitors to the king, 


and all the ſurvivors ſhould be ſold as ſlaves. They 
laughed at the paper which he had ſent as ſome. 


thing myſterious to excite their aſtoniſhment and 
fear, "ſent back a more inſolent reply than the for 
mer, and immediately took the field in order to dif 
pute his march. They formed an ambuſcade in 


ſome fields of maiz, which might have f 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 117 
their advantage had they uſed more precaution z 
but their own impatience diſcovered them at a 
diſtance, ſo that Cortes had time and opportunity 
to fruſtrate their deſign. Having made a proper diſ- 
poſition, he marched on as if he had not perceived 
them, and wheeling about all of a ſudden, attacked 
| them with great fury, and made a prodigious ſlaugh- 
ter: the battle ſoon became general; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the obſtinacy and deſpair with which the 
Tepeacans fought, they were ſoon put in confuſion ; 
and, being abandoned by their Mexican allies, were 
totally routed, with the loſs of almoſt their whole 
army ; ſo that they ſent deputies that ſame night, 
to implore the clemency of the victor, and ſurren- 
der themſelves and their city to the diſcretion of 
Cortes, who obtained this victory without the loſs - 
of one man, — Next day he marched into the city, 
and all the inhabitants proſtrated themſelves before 
bim with marks of extreme fear and deſpondence; 
but, when he ordered his interpreters to proclaim 
king Charles, and a general Pn in the name of 
that prince, their apprehenfion was inſtantly con- 
verted into exceſſive joy, which broke out in the 
moſt extravagant raptures; and they entreated Cor- 
tes to fake their city into his protection, that they 
might never again be influenced by the Mexicans, 
who had inſtigated them to renounce their firſt 
treaty with the Spaniards, in ſuch a perfidious and 
cruel manner. The general, taking advantage of 
this requeſt, fortified the city with a trench and pa- 
liſadoes, and built a kind of citadel to keep them 
in obedience, and ſecure the paſſage to Vera Cruz; 
but, before this work was begun, he ſent all the 
priſoners who had been taken in the battle to Tlaſ- 
cala, where they were publicly ſold as ſlaves, in 
order to deter the other Indians from revolting : an 
Inſtance of inhumanity, which we are ſorry to find 
countenanced by,the conqueror of Mexico. 
Cuznp n T1 Oeoo_s 


2 . ũͤ—⁰èNiÑ² ù . A Ss IAA EI ORE . ˙ iw 7˖— EEC 7 ry AG TR aſe en 


4 "A GA Be. 
o 


_ * —ů — — 1 
2 * a 
» 


r 
— . Wh bn 


1 tr s: pill 
* ! 5 
4 1 9 y 
*. F-* 4; [6:8 
Yigg 0 + i; 
9 o + 
"1 $61: ; 
ESD 10% (i 
D . ' 1 0 
A F 29 
E 707 * 
eee 
nn \ 
=. . 
NN L I L 
: Lo. 
+16: uf 
1 i 1 
* 1 
1 
7 1 
= x 
1 
. E 
* * 1 
1 
. 1 
(i; + 
. 
418 
W 4 1 
1 iS (4 
a 
N 
2 5 
44 
1 
9 
11 th 
r 
1 
ES 5 
1 if 
1 N 
11177 19 
24 '#k. 1 
n 
1 
+ oy 14 4 
Ni 
WW. . 
. 
* TE. IF 
% 1 ? 7 
5 1 
15 
9 \ 
1 0 ' 
. 
1 ' 
+ 2-2 
1 * . . 
1 . 4 ; 
= ' N 
XS fl 
o W N 
. 3 I 
. 
*. = 
1 12 
1 
7.. 7 
(7 1 
ts WT: £ id 
ſe * f * 
TR. . n 
BS 2&0 
7 3 
| yi N 
4; ge / 
73 4 \ 
1 mn . 
4 \ 
1 
1 Þ 7 
1 1 2 ; 
i; 1 
2 1 ; 4 * 
. 
. 
2 1 
S i * 
by bo TTY 
* 
1 4 
, 
1 [2 
N 
i U 
, 


- 


118 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


Xicotencal arriving with the reſt of the troops, 1 


to the number of five and thirty thouſand men, | 
Cortes, in order to keep them in employment, ſent 
different detachments, under the conduct of Spani. 
ards, to reduce ſome places in the province of Te. 5 
peaca, which ſtill declared for the Mexicans, by U 
whom they were ſupported ; and they ſoon return- ; 
ed victorious, after having repulſed the enemy to 
the other fide of the mountains, and enriched them. t 
ſelves with a conſiderable booty, and a great number 
of captives, whom they ſold as ſlaves, according to Wl * 
the new adopted maxim, . 0 
About this time, Quetlavaca emperor of Mexico WW * 
dying, the electors aſſembled, and conferred the c 
imperial dignity upon Guatimozin, nephew and ſon- 
in-law to Motezuma, a young prince of great cou - © 
rage and ſagacity, who gained the affections of his 0 
people by the wiſe diſpoſitions he made in the very 
beginning of his reign. © He encouraged the ſoldi- WM. 
ers with rewards and privileges, exempted the ſub- 8 
jects from all tribute while the war ſhould continue, Y 
treated his nobles with affability, made preſents to 1 
the caciques on the frontiers, in order to confirm 1 
them in their fidelity, and ſent an army of thirty : 
thouſand men for their ſupport and encourage- 5 
ment. 5 | | | b 
Cortes was informed of theſe occurrences, by » 
deputies from the cacique of Guacachula, a pop” BW ih 
lous and warlike city, ſituated on the road to Mexi- Wi C 
co, who came to complain of the tyranny of the BW | 
. Mexicans, and implore the aſſiſtance of the Span BF - 
ards againſt their oppreſſors. Hernan, being com - 
vinced of this caciqueꝰ's ſincerity, and ſenſible of the fo 


neceſſity there was to expel the enemy from ſuch bo 
an important place, that very day formed a body 
of thirty thouſand Tlaſcalans, with three hundred 
Spaniards and thirteen horſe, and next morning ſent As 
it, with the enyoys of Guacachula, under the en. 

g e | man 


— 


mand of Chriſtoval de Olid, who had orders to re- 
| pulſe the enemy, and take poſſeſſion of the town. 
They marched on very chearfully for fix leagues, 


when, being about the ſame diſtance from Guaca- 


chula, they were told by the peaſants, that the em- 
peror of Mexico was on his march with his whole 


army to give them battle, This report made ſuch 


an impreſſion upon the ſoldiers of Narvaez, that 
they flatly refuſed to proceed, and it was with great 
diffculty that Olid could prevail upon them to 
perform their duty. Their mutinous clamours were 
ſcarce” appeaſed, when they ſaw ſeveral bodies of 


armed men deſcending from the mountains, and ad- 


vancing towards them with great expedition, ſo that 
Chtiſtoval immediately drew up his men in order 
of battle; but, he was ſoon informed by fome horſe, 


which he had ſent out for intelligence, that theſe _ 


Indians were commanded by the cacique of Guaxo- 


cingo and ſome of his neighbours, who had come 
to aſſiſt the Spaniards againſt the Mexicans, by 


whom their dominions had been ravaged. Their 
| motives, however, were ſuſpected by the Tlaſca- 


declaring that thoſe people were not to be truſted, 
as in all probability they were ſent by the Mexicans 
in order to betray the Spaniards, by falling upon 
them during the engagement. This notion. weigh- 
ed too much with Olid, who forthwith cauſed 
the caciques to be ſeized, and ſent in ſhackles to 


Cortes, who remained at Tapeaca. This inconſi- 


| erate action was productive of no bad conſequence; 
for the Indians, who had really come with friendly 
| Intent, kept their poſt, and reſolved to wait patiently 


| for the determination of the general, which they 


hoped would do juftice to their ſincerity. 


Nor was their expectation in this particular diſ- 


appointed. Cortes expreſſed equal diſpleaſure and 
concern at ſceing the caciques in chains: he inſtant- 


ty 
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bas, who infected the Spaniards with their doubts, 
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ly ordered their fetters to be knocked off, received 
them in the moſt amicable manner, made an apolo- 
gy for the raſh conduct of his captain, whom he af. 
ſured them he would ſeverely reprimand, embraced 
their proffered alliance, and having effeQually 
acquired their confidence and eſteem, ſet out with WW 
them in perſon to take the command of the exye. | 

dition, in which he found his preſence was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary. He no ſooner arrived at the arm, 
than all ſymptoms of mutiny diſappeared : he te. 


| 
- buked Chriſtoval de Olid for his inconſiderate be. 
-haviour, joined his new allies, and marched direct) 
towards Guacachula, at the farther fide of which 
the enemy were poſted. The Mexicans, being in- ! 
formed of his motions, advanced with great diſpatch W ] 
between him and the city, and began the batte 
with a furious onſet: the victory, however, was not f 
long in ſuſpenſe; for the cacique of Guacachila WM \ 
laying hold on this opportunity to manifeſt his WM * 
fidelity to Cortes, fell ſuddenly upon the rear of th} Y 
Mexicans, who in little more than half an hou Wl f 
were entirely defeated. The Spaniards took up WM - 
their quarters in the city, and the Tlaſcalans ftaid 
without the walls, with the reſt of the confe-W | 
derates, whoſe number continually increaſed, by WWF ? 
the arrival of other caciques who had ſubmitted to d 
the king of Spain; inſomuch that by this time he © 
army amounted to one hundred and twenty tnou- 00 
ſand men. His next care was to reduce Y zucan, ; *' 
which was a town of great natural ſtrength, fort. << 
fed with walls and ravelins, defended in front bj de 
a river, and garriſoned with ten thouſand Mexicans i ” 
who had broke down the bridge, in order to diſpute th 
the paſſage. Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouraging P. 
circumftances, Chriſtoval de Olid, who command. tic 
ed the van-guard, threw himſelf with his troops in0 
the water, and though his horſe was killed unde! - 


him, and himſelf wounded in the thigh, he gain 
Ls Rees 1 9 


” 
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| the oppoſite ſhore, and. repulſed the enemy into 
the city, which they made ſhew of defending ; but 
the army had ſcarce paſſed the river, and received 


orders for the attack, when at once the cries of the 


enemy ceaſed, and their garriſon diſappeared. Cor- 
tes having diſcovered the Mexicans flying towards 
the mountains, detached ſome companies of Spani- 


ards and the greateſt part of the Tlaſcalans in pur- 


ſuit of the fugitives; and, finding the city entirely 


forſaken by the inhabitants, he ſent ſome of their 
| countrymen whom he had taken priſoners, to the 
woods and faſtneſſes, whither they had retired with 


their families, to offer free pardon and good treat- 
ment to all ſuch as would return to their houſes. 


In conſequence of this promiſe, the town was al- 
| moſt filled that ſame day. The general divided the 
ſpoil of both actions with his new Indian allies, 
who were charmed with his generoſity ;_ and he and 
the . Tlaſcalans returned in triumph to Tepeaca, 
where by this time he had completed his fort and. 


ſettlement, to which he gave the name of Segura 


de la Frontera. e | 
About this time a ſhip arrived at St. Juan de 
| Ulua, with thirteen Spaniſh ſoldiers, two horſes, 
and ſome proviſion and ammunition ſent by Diego 
de Velaſquez to Pamphilo de Narvaez, under the 
| command of Pedro de Barba, who was governor 
of the Havannah when Cortes ſailed on the expedi- 
tion. Pedro de Cavallero, who commanded on the 
| coaſt, having diſcovered this veſſel, went out in a 
| boat to reconnoitre, and ſaluted the new-comers 
with great civility; but, ſuſpecting the deſign of 
their coming, when Pedro de Barba inquired after 
Pamphilo de Narvaez, he anſwered without heſita- 
non, that he was in good health and great proſpe- 
| ity ; for all thoſe countries had ſubmitted to him; 
| and Cortes, with a few followers, was fled to the 


mountains, Deceived by this intelligence, Pedro 
Vo“. II. G de 
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to Cortes, who, on his arrival at Segura de la Fron- 
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122 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


twelve or thirteen brigantines, which ſhould be able 
to reſiſt the Indian canoes, and tranſport his troops 


GY ; \ 


de Barba landed without diſtruſt, and was conduc. 
ed to Vera Cruz, where finding himſelf fairly out- 
witted, he was not very ſorry for the ſucceſs of the 
ſtratagem, being in effect a well · wiſher and friend 


tera, received him with great courteſy and affection, 

ave him the command of a company of croſs-bows, 
and diſtributed ſome preſents among the ſoldiers, 
who willingly inliſted in his ſervice. He then per- 


uſed the letter intended for Narvaez, in which Ve- 


laſquez promiſed that officer powerful ſuccours, and 
ordered him to ſend Cortes under a ſufficient guard 
to Cuba, that he might be conveyed as a criminal 
to Spain, according to the deſire of the biſhop of 
Burgos, who intended to make a public example of 
him in the moſt ignominious manner. In eight 
days after this recruit, a ſecond veſſel arrived with 
a reinforcement of eight ſoldiers, one mare, and a 
conſiderable quantity of arms and ammunition, un- 
der the conduct of Rodrigo Morejon de Lobera, 
who was likewiſe trepanned by Cavallero, and ſent 
to Segura, where, like the others, he and his men 
engaged in the enterprize of Cortes. 

The general had already reſolved upon the con- 
queſt of Mexico, which he did not doubt of at- 
chieving, ſupported as he was, by ſuch- a number 
of confederate Indians ; and, in order to obviate 
the difficulty of the lake, which of neceſſity he was 
obliged to paſs, he bethought himſelf: of building 


to the city; and theſe he propoſed to carry in pieces 
on 'the ſhoulders of the Indian tamenes, over the 
mountains of Tlaſcala, to a river in the neighbour- 
hood of the lake. | | : 

This ſingular idea he communicated to Martin 
Lop 2, who approved of'the deſign, and undertook 


to execute it with the utmoſt facility; and was im- 
| mediate!y 
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mediately diſpatched to Tlaſeala, with all the Spa- 

niards who underſtood carpenters work, and a ſuffi- 
cient number of Indians to cut wood, and be other- 
wiſe ſubſervient to his directions in forwarding the 
ſcheme. At the ſame time he ordered the iron 
work and rigging which had been ſaved out of the 
ſunken ſhips, to be brought from Vera Cruz; em 
ployed a number of hands in extracting a kind 
of pitch and tar from trees that grew upon the 
mountains, and ſent others, under the direction of 
Juan de Laet a Montano, who belonged to the ar- 
tlery, to the volcano diſcovered by Diego de Or- 
daz, from whence they brought a large quantity of 
ſulphur, which was made into gun-powder for the 
expedition. 8 7: ie Borne 

Theſe previous ſteps being taken, he left inſtruc- 
tions with the new council of Segura, appointed 
Franciſco de Orozco commander of the garriſon, 
conſiſting of about twenty Spaniſh ſoldiers, with- 
power over the militia of the country, and ſet out 
on his return to Tlaſcala, which he entered in 
| mourning for the death of his old friend Magif- 
| catzin, who had been converted to Chriſtianity in 
| his laſt moments: the arms of his officers and ſol- 
diers were covered with the manufacture of the 
country dyed black, and they marched in profound 
ilence, with demonſtrations of grief and concern, 
which were extremely acceptable to the Tlaſcalans, 
| who looked upon the defunct as the father of his 
country, The place of cacique was, by the re- 
commendation of Cortes, beſtowed upon his fon, _ 
| 2 youth of great courage and extraordinary talents, 
who ſoon after his promotion, was converted to 
Christianity, and baptized by Bartholome de Olme= © 
| do, under the name of Don Lorenzo de Magiſcat- 

zin. The example of this convert was followed by 
another young man, the cacique of Yzucan, who 
| Came to Tlaſcala to thank Cortes for having deter- 


N mined 


— 
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mined a ſuit in his favour ; and even old Xicoten-' 
cal renounced the errors of the Indian ſuperſtition, 
We have already obſerved, that Franciſco de Ga- 
ray was repulſed from Panuco, while Cortes con- 
tinued at Zempoalla: notwithſtanding this check, 
he fitted out a more powerful armament, with which 
he reſumed the enterprize, but far from ſucceeding, 
his ſoldiers no ſooner landed, than the Indians at- 
tacked them with ſuch fury, that they were fain to 
betake themſelves to their ſhips in great diſorder, 
and put to ſea immediately for their preſervation, 
There they were ſeparated for ſome days, during 
which they ſeverally formed the ſame deſign, with- 
out knowing the ſentiments of each other, and ar- 
rived almoſt at the ſame time on the coaſt of Vera 
Cruz, in order to ſerve under Cortes, by whoſe re- 
putation they were allured. The firſt ſhip that ar- 
rived had on board ſixty Spaniſh ſoldiers, command- 
ed by captain Camargo : the next brought fifty 
choice men and ſeven horſes, under the command 
of Miguel Diaz de Auz, a gallant and experien- 
ced officer; and the third veſſel, conducted by cap- 
tain Ramirez, contained above forty ſoldiers, ten 
horſes, and great plenty of arms and proviſion, 


CHA? 
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CH AP, XXIX. 


New ſuctours arrive at Vera rid; a debatation FN 
to the Court of Spain requiring more afſiſtance ; 
' Hernan draws up excellent military rules for his ar- 
my, and marches towards Mexico; tbe Spaniſh 
army in danger of being drowned; but eſcapes, nd 
is every where . TRE | 


HIS ſeaſonable and unexpected ſuccour 8 
13 not but be very agreeable to Cortes, whoſe 
fame had by this time diffuſed itſelf over all the. 
iſlands ſubject to the crown of Spain, The new- 
comers took the road to Tlaſcala as they landed, 
three diſtin bodies, and were received with 7 
ſports of joy by the general and his people, who 
embraced them as friends of a long acquaintance, 
without any other tie than that of national regard, 
and conſidered their arrival as an interpoſition of 
providence in their behalf. 

Notwithſtanding this favourable acquiſition, the 
ſoldiers of Narvaez were ſtill importunate with him 
for leave to return to the iſland of Cuba, reminding 
bim of the promiſe he had made before they ſet. out 
on the expedition to Tepeaca; and he was the bet- 
ter diſpoſed to grant their requeſt, now that he had 
received a reinforcement of foldiers who would be 
more obedient to his command, He therefore or- 
dered proclamation to be made, that thoſe who de- 
lired to return ſhould be furniſhed with veſſels and 
all other neceſſaries; and the greateſt part of the 
ſoldiers who came with Narvaez took this oppor- 
tunity of retiring : among thoſe the reader will be 
ſurprized to find Andres de Duero, who had been 
tormerly ſo much attached to Cortes, 2nd even owed 

. 8 3 8 his 
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his life to the perſonal proweſs of the gener], 
Some miſunderſtanding had happened between theſe 
friends, in conſequence of which” Duero withdrew, 
and ſoon after employed all his intereſt at court in 
favour of Diego de Velaſquez. 
Cortes having committed the charge of conduct. 
ang and embarking theſe mutineers to Alvarado, diſ. 
patched orders to the confederates, to prepare their 
troops, arms, and proviſions, ſo as to be able to 
march on the firſt notice; and, in che mean time, 
xeſolved to equip a veſſel and ſend new agents to 
Spain, who might forward the negotiations of Por. 
tocarrero and Montexo, and give him an account 
of his own intereſt at court, the uncertainty of 
which gave him great anxiety. For this purpoſe, 
he drew up a memorial to the king, in form of ; 
letter, containing a faithful detail of all the incidents 
which had happened to him from the time he march- 
ed out of Zempoalla, till his retreat to 'T laſcala; 
together with an account of the extent, wealth 
and power of the Mexican empire; the ſtrong al- 
liances he had made with the Indian nations, b 
means of which he hoped to ſubject that vaſt and 
fertile country to the dominion of Spain: he de- 
ſired ſpeedy juſtice againſt the unfair proceedings 
of Diego de Velaſquez, and Franciſco de Garay, 
ſollicited immediate ſuccours of men, horſes, arms, 
and other warlike proviſion; and entreated his ma- 
jeſty to ſend over ſome eccleſiaſtics of approved vir- 
tue, to aſſiſt Father Olmedo in the converſion of 
the Indians, who ſeemed perfectly well diſpoſes to 
embrace the Chriſtian faith. _ 
The two councils of Vera Cruz and Segura de 
Ja Frontera likewiſe wrote to his majeſty, repre- 
ſenting the neceflity of ſending immediate aſſiſtance, 
and maintaining Hernan Cortes in his poſt of cap- 
tain-general, as the beginning of this great work 


was wholly owing to his vous and conduct; * 
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it would be found very difficult, if not impracti- 
cable, to ſupply his room with any other man ca- 
pable of bringing it to perfection. Theſe diſpatehes 
were entruſted to the care of Mlonſo de Mendoza, 
and Diego de Ordaz, who embarked in a few days 
for Spain, after having received private inſtructions 
to conceal their commiſſion until they ſhould have 
found out his father and the two former agents, 
with whom they ſhould act in concert, as the exi- 
gency of affairs might require; and that their joint 
ſollicitations might have the more weight, they car- 
ried a ſecond preſent for the emperor, conſiſting of 

old and other curioſities which had been preſery- 
ed at Tlaſcala, and acquired. in the two laſt expe- 
ditions of Tepeaca and Guacachula. At the ſame 
time, he diſpatched Alonſo Davila and Franciſeo 
Alvarez Chico, with letters for the regulars of St. 
Jerome, who preſided in the royal audience of St. 
Domingo, with juriſdiction over all the iſlands and 
new diſcoveries on the main land; defiring their 
ſpeedy aſſiſtance towards the ſucceſs of the enter- 
prize in which he was engaged; and the interpoſi- 
tion of their authority, in putting a ſtop to the 
vexatious proceedings of Velaſquez and Garay. 
He ſoon received a very favourable anſwer from 
theſe fathers, who approved of his conduct ; and 
though they were not in a condition to ſend him 
the ſupplies he wanted, promiſed to ſupport the juſ- 
tice of his pretenſions with the emperor, and un- 
dertook to check the efforts of his rivals, by the 
moſt peremptory injunQions to deſiſt from their op- 

poſition. OF 
Though he did not immediately reap the fruits of 
theſe precautions, he triumphed in the end over all 
his adverſaries ; and, in the mean time, having re- 
ceived another providential ſupply of thirteen Spa- 
niſh ſoldiers, who came to ſeek their fortunes, in a 
veſſel that arrived at Vera Cruz, with a loading of 
EL arms, 
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arms, gun-powder, and proviſion, he reſolved t 
begin his march, without waiting until the brigan. 
tines ſhould be finiſhed, becauſe the troops of the 


republic and other allies were already aſſembled, 
and he apprehended n inconveniencies from their 
inaction, 

In ͤ a council of his e it was agreed that 
their firſt attempt .ſhould be made upon Tezeuco, 


| which being in the road from Tlaſcala, and almot 
- upon the borders of the lake, they refolved to for- 


tify and maintain it as a place of arms and ſure re- 


treat, where they could be ſheltered from the ac- 


* 


cidents of war. 
Immediately after this reſolution, Ser reviewed 


© his Spaniards, who amounted to five hundred and 
- forty ſoldiers, with forty horſe and nine pieces of 
- artillery, brought on ſhore from the veſſels. This 


parade was made in the moſt oftentatious manner, 
in order to captivate the admiration of the Indians, 
of whom there was an innumerable concourſe aſ- 
ſembled to ſee this ſpectacle; and they were 6 
ftruck with the finery of the ſoldiers, the flying 
colours, their dexterity in managing the horſes, 
handling their arms, and ſaluting the general, that 
they filled the air with acclamations of aſtoniſhment 
and applauſe. Xicotencal, at the head of ten thou- 
ſand Tlaſcalans, either from an ambition of emu- 
Jating the Spaniards, or with a view to compliment 


Cortes, appeared in his gayeſt accoutrements, and 


performed the Indian exerciſe of war with equal 
pomp and agility ; each captain being adorned with 
plumes of variegated feathers, jewels hanging at 
his ears and lips; carrying his macana or two-. 
handed ſword under the left arm, with the point 
upwards, and attended 75 a page, u ho bore his 


ſhield, diſtinguiſhed by gures AE. his own 
atchievements in war. 


The 
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The general foreſeeing the difficulty of conduct- 
ing and governing an army compoſed of ſo many 
different nations, formed, at his leiſure, a body of 
articles of war, to be obſerved by all his ſoldiers on 
pain of death. They imported, that no man fhould 
draw his ſword againſt another, either in quarters, 
or upon the march: that no Spaniard ſhould inſult 
a confederate Indian, either in word or action: that 
no man ſhould violate or abufe a woman, though 
belonging to the enemy; that no foldier fhould quit 
the army and go and plunder, without leave aſked 
and given; that they ſhould not play away their 
horſes and arms; and he prohibited ſwearing, blaf- 
phemy, and other irreguJarities, on pain of infamy 
and degradation. Fheſe ordinances were interpre- 
ted to the commanders of the Indian troops, ang 
had a wonderful effect in reforming their diſcipline z 
for, after a few examples had been made, they con- 
duced themſelves with the utmoſt care, circum 
ſpection and ſobriety. e 
Theſe prudent regulations being ſettled, and 
every thing provided for the march, the general 
made a ſpeech to the Spaniards, who were drawn 
up for the purpoſe, exhorting them to behave with 
complacency to thofe poor Indians, who had ſo 
warmly eſpouſed their intereſt, He explained the 
importance of the undertaking in which they were 
embarked, declared his intention to puniſh delin- 
quents with all the rigour of military diſcipline 
reminded them of the honour they had already ac- 
quired by their actions, repreſented the harveſt of 
glory that lay before them, and laſtly proteſted that 
he vould, upon all occaſions, reward ſuperior me- 
rit to the utmoſt of his judgment and ability. After 
this harangue, which was anſwered with loud peals 
of acclamation, he, on the feaſt of Innocents, in 
the year 1520, put himſelf at the head of the ar- 
ay, conſiſting of threeſcore thouſand men, and 
e 5 8 having, 
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130 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 
having marched fix leagues before ſun-ſet, took up 


— 


his quarters in the town of Tezmeluca, ſituated on 


the Mexican confines, and in the juriſdiction of 


Guazocingo, the cacique of which had provided 
plenty of proviſion for the whole army. Next day 
they proceeded with all neceſſary caution in the 


enemy's country; and underſtanding the Mexicans 
were aſſembled on the other fide of a mountain of 
difficult paſſage, in the road of Tezeuco, they did 
not think it was adviſeable to enter upon ſuch bro- 
ken ground in the evening; but, halted all night 


in the open fields, making large fires to mitigate 


the coldneſs of the weather. Early in the morn- 


ing, they began to aſcend the mountain, which was 
overgrown With wood, and having proceeded about 
a league} found the way blocked up with trees laid 
acroſs, and ſharp ſtakes fixed in the fand, in order 
to wound the horſes: theſe impediments, however, 
were ſoon removed by a detachment of two thou- 


ſand Tlaſcalans picked for that ſervice; ſmall par- 


ties were ſent out in queſt of ambuſcades, and hay- 
ing marched two leagues farther, with all neceſlary 
caution, they reached the ſummit of the mountain, 
from which they diſcovered the great lake of Mexi- 
co: a fight that inflamed the ſoldiers with cager 
Hope and glowing indignation. Here they -faw 


fHres ſucceſſively kindled in the diſtant towns, as 


ſignals of their approach; and having continued 
their march through very difficult roads, until they 
ot clear of the woods, they deſcried at a great 
diſtance, the enemy's army, which filled all the 
plain; through which ran a conſiderable ſtream 
of water, collected from the neighbouring hills, 


and over it they had laid a little wooden bridge, 


which was left as a decoy to the Spaniards, whom 
they meant to attack before they could form on 


the other fide. As Cortes advanced, howeve! 


their reſolution failed them, and they gradually . 
5 5 „ 
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tired from the paſs, without turning their backs, 
until the Spaniards had partly croſſed the bridge, 
and twenty horſe, with ſome companies of Tlaſ- 
calans, were detached to keep them in play; then 
they betook themſelves to the moſt precipitate flight, 
ſeeking ſhelter among the rocks and mountains, 
whither Cortes did not think proper to purſue them, 


| becauſe it was of more importance to poſſeſs him- 


ſelf of Tezeuco without delay. That evening the 
troops were quartered in a place within three 
Jeagues of that town; and next day, as they pro- 
ceeded on their march, they deſcried ten unarmed 
Indians coming towards them in haſte, with à plate 
of gold, in form of a flag, faſtened to the top of 
a lance, as the ſi2znal of peace. Theſe were am- 
bafſadors from the king of Tezeuco, who beſought 
Cortes to ſpare his country and people, and admit 
him into the number of his confederates, and 
gave him to underſtand that he had provided good 
quarters for the Spaniards within the city, and that 
bis allies ſhould be ſupplied with all neceſſaries 
without the walls, When Cortes examined the 
ceputies in private, they told him the reigning em- 
peror of Mexico had threatened their prince with 
extortions and intolerahle oppreſſion, becauſe he 
had refuſed to vote for him at his election; and 
that, in order to ſheltgr himſelf and his ſubjects 
frem his tyranny, he had reſolved to ſue for the 
protection of the Spaniards. 

This prince was, in all probability, the ſame Ca- 
cumazin who had been diſpoſſeſſed by. Motezuma, 
and was now reftored by the new emperor, on ac- 
count of his being a declared enemy of the Spani- 
ards, This conjecture ſeems to be juſtified by the 
diftruſt of Cortes, who forthwith calling a council 
of his officers, communicated the propoſals, toge- 
ther with his doubts, touching the ſincerity of the 
Indian cacique; in conſequence of which, it was 

reſolved 
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reſolved to proceed with the utmoſt caution, and, 
in the mean time, embrace the proffered alliance 
with ſeeming alacrity, ſo as to have free entrance 
into the town, where they might be upon their 
guard againſt his perfidious deſigns, and act as oc- 

* cafion ſhould require. Cortes accordingly diſpatched 
the ambaſſadors, to let their prince know that he 
acce; ted the proffered quarters and alliance; and 
| Jodged that night in a village adjoining to the town, 

| which being deſerted by its inhabitants, the gene- 
ral's ſuſpicion began to increaſe, eſpecially as nei- 
ther the tacique, nor any of his people came out to 
congratulate him upon his arrival. At ſun-riſe, he 
made his diſpoſitions for attacking the town, which, 
however, were unneceſſary ; for he found the gates 
open, and entering without reſiſtance, advanced 
through the ſtreets in order, until he arrived at a 
large ſquare, in which he drew up the greateſt part 
of his men, while the reſt took poſſeſſion of the 
avenues. The inhabitants, who appeared in ſeveral 
places in crowds, exhibited the ſymptoms of anxie- 
ty and conſternation; and as no woman was to be 
en, the general no longer doubted their having 
concerted ſome hoſtile deſign, In this opinion, he 
detached Pedro de Alvarado, Chtiſtoval de Olid, 
and Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, with ſome fire-arm, 
and a ſufficient number of Tlaſcalans, to take po 
ſeſſion of the chief temple, from the top of which, 
they ſaw great numbers of the inhabitants flying 
trom the city, ſome by land to the mountains, and 
others in canoes to Mexico. When Hernan in- 
quired for the cacique, he was informed that he had 
xetired to Mexico, with a few followers of little or 
no account; that the nobility and people in gene- 
ral abhorred his government; and that finding in 
the return of his ambaſſadors, how ſtrongly Cortes 
was ſupported by Indian allies, he durſt not venture 


to an in execution the ſcheme he had contrived, of 
decoying 
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decoying the Spaniards into the city, where being 
ſecure, and unſuſpecting, they might be deſtroyed 
in one night by the Mexicans, whom he had pro- 
miſled to admit in the dark for that purpoſe. | 

Cortes having thus, without oppoſition, made 
himſelf maſter of Tezeuco, reſolved to conciliate 
the affections of the people, by prohibiting his ſol- 
diers, under the ſevereſt penalties, to. plunder or 
commit the leaſt outrage againſt the inhabitants; 
and he quartered the Spaniards, with part of the 
Tlaſcalans, in the palace of the fugitive king, while 
the reft were lodged in the neighbouring ſtreets, 
without entering the houſes, that they might not 
incommode the people. 5 : | 

Next morning, ſome idol prieſts came to ſollicit 
good treatment for their gods, to return thanks for 
the moderation with which Cortes had hitherto be- 
haved, and to beg permiſſion for the nobles of the 
city to come and make a tender of their friendſhip 
and obedience, Hernan having gladly granted their 
requeſt, they came in their formalities, headed by 
a youth of a genteel mien, who told the general 
he was come with that troop of friends to ſerve in 
his army; and hoped they would, by their actions, 
deſerve his protection. Cortes, charmed with the 
genteel deportment of this young man, embraced - 
him in an affectionate manner, and having receiy- 
ed his followers with proper decorum, retired to a 
more proper apartment, where, by the help of his 
Interpreters, he might queſtion them about ſuch 
matters as he wanted to know. Here, they gave 
him to underſtand that the youth who had firſt ac- 
colted him, was ſon to the elder brother of Cacu- 
mazin, and conſequently true heir to the crown 
which that uſurper poſſeſſed, after having murdered 
the lawful ſovereign : and Cortes finding by their 
diſcourſe, that the ſaid Cacumazin was odious to 
ine people, on account of his tyranny and oppreſ- 

b | fion, 
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i; 4 ſion, reſolved to raiſe this young prince to the throne. 
Wk an act of juſtice, by which he won the hearts of the 
WE Tezeucans, and firmly attached to his intereſts x 
1 promiſing young prince, who was next day crown. 
1 ed, in preſence of Cortes, with great folemnity, 
1 amidſt the acclamations of the people; and, being 
4 ſoon after converted to the Chriſtian religion, took 
„ the name of Don Hernando Cortes, in reſpect to 
ih Af his godfather. In conſequence of this revolution, 
1 the city was immediately repeopled by the return 
4 of thoſe families which had fled to the mountains; 
36:34 the Mexicans were declared enemies, and the Spa- 
— 4 niards revered as their beſt benefa&tors; and they 
Fd chearfully aſſiſted, to the number of ſix or ſeven 
6 thouſand, in working upon the canals that convej- 
1 ed the waters of the lake to the city, in order to 
— make them wider and deeper, for the reception of 
i the brigantines. EC” i | 
1 In order to facilitate this work, in which the men 
1 were frequently diſturbed by canoes from Mexico, 
1þ5 and to employ his Indian allies, who were not ea- 
— 1 ſily reſtrained from licence while they continued in- 
„ active, Cortes reſolved to advance with part of his 
l +: forces to the city of Iztapalapa, which was ſituated - 
i4 ſix leagues nearer Mexico, within the lake, the 
{; water of which was brought into the town by 
5 | trenches, provided with fluices to be opened or {hut . 


occaſionally, He accordingly ſet out on this expe- 
dition with three hundred Spaniards and ten thou- 
fand Tlaſcalans, leaving the military government 
of Tezeuco to Gonzalo de Sandoval; and when 
they came in fight of Iztapalapa, they were oppoſed 
"by a body of eight thouſand Indians, Who having 
fought for ſome time, retired into the city, and 
” throwing themſelves into the lake with great preci- 
pitation, ſuddenly diſappeared, "Cortes finding the 
gates left open, entered the city, the higher patt 


of which was utterly abandoned, and there he took 
5 "Oo 
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vy his quarters for the night, the day being already 
too far ſpent for any further attempt; but, juſt at 
the cloſe of the evening, they perceived the canals 
overflowing, and the water ruſhing upon them from 
the {luices, with ſuch impetuoſity that they were 
obliged to quit the place with the utmoſt alpatch, 
otherwiſe, the whole army would have periſhe 
Cortes, extremely mortified to find himſelf thus 
over- reached, ſpent the night on a little riſing- 
ground, where the troops ſuffered very much from 
the wetneſs of their cloaths and the cold weather, 
againſt which they had no defence; and at day- 
break he retreated towards Tezeuco, at a quick 
pace, that the men might be warmed with exerciſe; 
he had not proceeded far, when he ſaw himſelf pur- 
ſued by an innumerable multitude of the enemy, 
ſo that he was obliged to face about, in- order to 

ſuſtain their attack, which as uſual was very vio- 
lent; but, they were ſoon repulſed with conſider- 
able loſs, and the army reſumed their march. Not- 

withſtanding the firſt check, the Mexicans rally- - 
ing, returned to the charge in two ſubſequent at- 
tacks, by which they Joſt above ſix thouſand men; 
until Cortes approaching Tezeuco, they quitted the 
held, leaving the victory to the Spaniards, who loft 
not one man, though ſeveral ſoldiers were wound- 
ed, and one horſe covered with arrows, juſt lived 
to bring off his maſter, „ I 

While the general continued at Tezeuco, he 
was frequently viſited by the neighbouring caciques 
and other Indians, who came to make ſubmiſſion, 
and offer their alliance againſt the emperor of Mexi- 

co, by whom they were oppreſſed. Among others, 
came deputies in great haſte from the provinces of 
Chalco and Otumba, ſolliciting aſſiſtance againſt a 
powerful army of Mexicans, who were already 
upon their frontiers, and threatened to deſtroy 
3 | them 
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them for having made an alliance with the Spanj. 


= 


ards. | : 
Cortes, in order to protect his allies, and pre. 
vent the enemy from taking poſſeſſion of a poſt, by 
which they might cut off his communication with 
Tlaſcala, immediately difpatched Gonzalo de San- 
doval and Franciſco de Lugo, with two hundred 
Spaniards, fifteen horſe, and a fufficient body of 
Tlaſcalans, to fruftrate the deſigns of the Mext- 
cans ; they were attacked in their march by a body 
of the enemy which Jay in ambuſcade, and was 
eaſily routed ; but, they aſſembled a very formi- 
dable army in another part of the road to Chalco 
and Otumba, where they refolved to give the Spa- 
niards battle. Sandoval and Lugo, apprized of their 


deſign, advanced in order, and the Mexicans ruſh- 


ing upon them with fury and diforder, met with 


ſuch a warm reception from the fire- arms and croſs- 


bows, as checked their career; then the horfe ad- 
vancing, made room for the infantry and Tlaſcalans 
to enter and break this confuſed multitude, - which 
being, at the ſame time, attacked in the rear by the 
troops of Chalco and Otumba, was entirely defeated 


with terrible ſlaughter. Eight of the moſt conf 


derable perſons in the Mexican army were taken 
priſoners and reſerved for intelligence; and the vie- 
torious army paſſed the night in the city of Chalco, 
where they were entertained with great hoſpitality, 
The old enmity between the Tlaſcalans and the 
Chalqueſe was now forgotten, and the Spanith cap- 
tains taking this favourable opportunity, mediated 
a treaty of peace between the two nations, which 


was afterwards confirmed by Cortes and the ſenate. 
of Tlaſcala. | | 


The expedition being thus happily terminated, 
Sandoval and Lugo returned to Tezeuco, where 
Cortes honoured them with particular marks of ap- 


probation ;- then ordering the eight Mexican pri- 
1 - ſoneis 
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ſoners to be brought before him, he received them, 


in the midſt of his captains, with an air of ſeverity, 
and they. approached with ſymptoms of extreme 


| terror and confuſion, to ſuffer that puniſhment 


which they thought inevitable, He gave them to 
underſtand by his interpreters, that although it was 
in his power to retort upon them the barbarous 
cruelties they had exerciſed on his people, he would 
convince them that the Spaniards were as much 
their ſuperiors in generoſity as in valour ; that he 
would give them both life and liberty, provided 


they would promiſe, upon the honour. of their no- 


bility, to tell their prince in his name, that be was 
coming to demand ſatisfaction, for their perfidious 
attack upon him, in his retreat to Mexico, con- 
trary to the treaty which they themſelves had pro- 
poſed and confirmed; but, chiefly to revenge the 
death of Motezuma, whom they had moſt treache- 


 roully murthered; that his army being now aug- 


mented, not only by a number of invincible Spa- 


niards, but alſo by all the nations that abhor the 


Mexican name, he would in a little time ſeek the 
emperor in the midſt of his court, lay all his town 
in aſhes, and drown the very remembrance of him 
in Mexican blood ; unleſs he ſhould deprecate his 
indignation, and ſue for peace, which would be 
granted upon reaſonable conditions: for, the arms 
of the king, like the lightning of heaven, hurt 


5 only where they find reſiſtance, and were more in- 
fluenced by the dictates of humanity, than by the 


incitements of revenge. 
Having thus ſignified his ſentiments, he ordered 
the priſoners to be unchained, and provided with 


a boat for their conveyance to Mexico by water; 


while they, ſcarce crediting the evidence of their 
own tenſes, threw themſelves at his feet, and pro- 


miſcd not only to make the emperor acquainted with 
his overtures, but, alſo to contribute all in their 


power 
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power and intereſt in facilitating the peace. But, 
they never returned with any anſwer; nor indeed 
did the general believe this piece of condeſcenſion 


would have any other effect but that of juſtifying 


the war he had undertaken, and raiſing the repu- 

tation of his clemency among the barbarians. | 
About this time, Martin Lopez ſent him word, 
that the work of the brigantines being finiſhed, he 


would quickly ſet forward with them; as the re- 


public of Tlaſcala had provided ten thouſand tame- 
nes or porters, and two thouſand to relieve thoſe 
who {ſhould be tired, excluſive of ſuch as were ap- 
pointed to carry the proviſions and ammunition, 
and' twenty thouſand ſoldiers who waited this op- 
portunity to join the army; but, that he would ſtay 
in the laſt town of the Tlaſcalans for a convoy of 
Spaniards, becaufe he did not think it adviſeable to 
Paſs through the Mexican territories, without any 
other force or protection than that of the Indian, al- 
lies. Theſe tidings diffuſed a general joy through 
the army, and Cortes immediately ordered Gonza- 
lo de Sandoval to march with two hundred Spani- 
ards, fifteen horſe, and ſome companies of Tlaſca- 
Jans, towards the territories of the republic, where 
he would join the eſcorte, and conduct Lopez with 
His materials to Tezeuco. This officer halted one 
day in his route at Zulepeque, a ſmall town which 


refuſed to ſubmit, and was the very place where 


the poor Spaniards were betrayed and murdered in 
their way from Vera Cruz to Mexico, For theſe 
reaſons, he had orders to chaſtiſe and reduce the in- 
habitants, who no ſooner perceived the detachment, 
than they abandoned the place and fled to the moun- 
tains, whither they were purſued by four 'compz- 
nies of Tlaſcalans, and a few Spaniards. Sando- 
val entering the town, found theſe words written 
with charcoal upon a wall: „ In this houſe, the 


& unhappy Juan Juſte was taken, with many _ 
79 | « hi 
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« his companions :” and afterwards diſcovered, in 
one of the temples, the heads of thoſe Spaniards, 
dried in the fire to preſerve them from corruption. 
This horrible ſpectacle inſpired the beholders with 
rage, and Sandoval reſolved to revenge ſuch exe · 
crable cruelty with the utmoſt rigour, when the 
companies he had detached in purfuit of the fugi- 
tives returned with a great number of men, women, 
and children, after having killed upon the moun- 
tains all Thoſe who refuſed to ſurrender. Theſe 
miſerable wretches, already half-dead with fear, 
teſtified their repentance by tears and piteous out- 
cries, while they proſtrated themſelves before the 
Spaniards, whom they quickly moved to compaſ- 


fon, Sandoval defired his officers to interceed with 


him in behalf of the priſoners, that they might ſet 
the greater value upon their pardon, which he 
granted accordingly, and received the ſubmiſſion of 
the cacique and principal citizens, who, in the ſe- 
quel, fulfilled their-engagements punctually, either 
through fear or acknowledgment. 


The miſerable remains of the murdered Spani- 


zs being gathered together and decently interred, 
Gonzalo continued his march to the frontiers of 
Tlaſcala, where he was joyfully received by Mar- 
tin Lopez, and a young officer called Chichemecal, 
who commanded the Tlaſcalan reinforcement, and 
could hardly be prevailed upon to wait for the Spa- 
niſh detachment, ſo much was he puffed up with 
le|f-confidence, and inflamed with the defire of ſig- 
nalizing himſelf againſt the Mexicans, Sufficient 
time being allotted for the reſt and refreſhment of 
the men, Sandoval made the proper diſpoſitions for 
marching back to Tezeuco, and Chichemecal find- 
ing himſelf ſtationed in the rear, took ſuch um- 


brage at the ſuppoſed affront, that he could hard- 


ly be appeaſed, or perſuaded to proceed, until Gon- 
2alo condeſcended to march along with him, though 


not 


4 1 
1 = 
. 7 
1 
5 F 
* 
.S 
K. 6 
F 
% 1 
wh 
. 1 p 
7 2 < 
8 
1 1 
1 1 
* 
"> 
IF: 
1 * 
_— 
2 2 
x Y 
iN 
Eg Pp 
8 
5 
„ 
9 
2 
0 82 5 
= 54. - 
- 3 
X: © 
". 
1 
1 
$5 8 
x85 fe 
. 
* 
* 
2 
04 
E. 
2 
[= 
=B 
15 
2 
% 
f 
8 
:4 
1 
5 
1 
* 
K 
Eo 
3H 
3 
* 
5 5 
3 
* 
} 13 
A: 
91 F 
"> 4 7 
"= 
, 
Y 2 
1 Fx. 0 
-D 
* 2 7 is 
1 
3 
*5 hy 
3D} 
„ 
> ot 
TY 
7 
LY 
"&- 
2 ra 
» 6 
= 
5: 
EPS 
1 
: 
— 7 
«: 
x * 
1 * 
» '< 
7 N 
1. oy 
2 > 
* 2. 
* 7 7 
1 
3 * 
i a 
— * 
1 E * 
N 1 
* 5 
£328 
* (| * 
= * 
5 * 6 
by 
1 
- [al 
; 
A z: 
"58 
8 1 
RN 
a 1 
5; 
A - 
{4 
7 
7 
£4 
- 
1 
ws 
L I 
>. [ 
2 
24 
q 
£-W 
BS 
3 
': MW 
"ets 5 
"SEM 
_ + 
KY 
\ 28 
s. 
— 
” 


= e * 25 5 7 Y EOS * * g 3 2 i eee 
4 Gets - . 7 eee * e 2 . 2 
, W * FRAN & . * ; > * er 
1 3 — * Sal 9 N 3 4 — ”" * =" IR N 
* — N N # "pa er % — -_— eo; oa 
4 4 * ; TN: * a ES. ©. 7 WAL 
, \ . . E * 
" MF + n 2 2 g 2 8 
p 5 2 
I C TELL SS * * Te * 3 8 
— < * * *=2 OF 22 9 ” - k4 as * A vi 


r 
e ee ene. 
r 
2 * 

4 * 


"y 1 dh 1 A r 

4 ro Ch Pp. WO AR Mata 
1 aſe „ awry — 
— 2 3 75 Ts & Ss, 

Fay 


140 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


not a little irritated by his arrogance and ſelf. con- 
ceit. The vanguard was compoſed of part of the 
_ Spaniards and Tlaſcalans, who had come from 
Tezeuco; the Tamenes marching in rank and file 
with, their burthens, and properly ſecured on the 
flanks, conſtituted the main body; and the rear was 
brought up by the new reinforcement. In this 
order they proceeded through the Mexican territo- 
Ties, unmoleſted by the enemy, who frequently ap. 
peared in different todies on the hills at a diſtance; 
and when they approached Tezeuco, they were 
met by Cortes and the king of that city, who came 
forth to receive them with equal joy and ſolemnity. 
They made their entrance altogether, amidſt the 
_acclamations of the people and the whole army; 
and the planks, iron - work, and other materials, 
were ſtored ſeparately in a great work-houſe pre- 
pared for that purpoſe near the canals. The gene- 
ral being told by Martin Lopez that the vellels 
could not be finiſhed in leſs than twenty days, re- 
ſolved to employ that time in reconnoitring the 
country about the lake, ſecuring proper poſts, ſo 
as to prevent the enemy from receiving ſuccours, 


1388 


— 
— — a 


1 aäalnd doing them other damage, as opportunity ſhould 
+4 | offer. While he was buſy in making preparations 
1 for this excurſion, Chichemecal deſired an audience, 
"0&1; in which he complained of having lain inactive for 
1 the ſpace of five whole days, and deſired he might 
1 be immediately employed in ſome ſervice that would 
1 exerciſe his courage and capacity. The general, 
ik who was an enemy to preſumption and ſelf. con: 
1 ceit, and had been informed of this young mans 
1 troubleſome impetuoſity on the march from Tlaſ- 
19 cala, told him with an air of raillery, that he ſhould 
T1 very ſoon have an opportunity of aſſuaging his he- 
19 Toic ardour in an expedition of ſome importance; 
1 and that he himſelf would accompany him, and be 
1 an eye-witneſs of his exploits. Leaving the 8. 
FI 5 ap 2" 


—— 
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| ernment of Tezeuco, and the care of forwarding 


the brigantines to Sandoval, who ſeems to have en- 


joyed the chief ſhare of his confidence, he, with 


Pedro de Alvarado, and Chriſtoval de Olid, put” 


himſelf at the head of a detachment, conſiſting of 


two hundred and fifty Spaniards, with twenty horſe, 


2 numerous body of the nobles of Tezeuco, the 


fifteen thouſand Tlaſcalans who had arrived with 
Chichemecal, and about five thouſand of thoſe com- 


manded by Xicotencal. With theſe, Cortes be- 


gan his march towards Yaltocan, a town five 
Jeagues from Tezeuco, ſituated upon one of the 
little lakes which diſcharge themſelves into the great 
lake of Mexico ; reſolving to reduce the place, and 


chaſtiſe the inhabitants, who had returned an inſo- 


Jent anſwer, and even wounded the meſſengers 
whom he had lately ſent to proffer peace, and re- 
quire their obedience.. At a ſmall diſtance from 
the town, he found the Mexicans drawn up in or- 
der of battle; but, after the firſt diſcharge of the 
fire-arms and croſs-bows, the horſe fell in among 
them with fuch fury, that they were immediately 
put in diforder, and wholly defeated with great 
llaughter ; yet the greateſt part of them fled to the 
mountains, fome threw themſelves into the lake, 
others retreated to Yaltocan, and a number being 


taken priſoners, were ſent in fetters to Tezeuco. ' 


The aſſault upon the town being deferred till next 
day, the army paſſed the night in ſome houſes near 
the field of battle, and early in the morning, they. 
found the enterprize much more difficult than the 
had imagined ; for, the town was ſituated in the 
lake, and wholly ſurrounded with water, and the 


bridge or cauſeway of communication broke down 


ſo that Cortes would have found it impracticable 
to carry the place, had. not one of the Indians of 
ezeuco informed him, that a little higher up the 
lake was fordable, He forthwith ordered two com- 
| panies 
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panes of Spaniards, ſupported: by a ſufficient num- 
er of the allies, to paſs over, and they performed 
this dangerous ſervice in the face of the enemy, 
who defended the paſſage with great reſolution, an- 


noying the Spaniards. with ſlings and arrows, and 


obliging every man to fight while the water was: 
up to his middle: but when the Mexicans were re. 
pulſed from the ſhore, and ſaw the aflailants draw. 
ing up in a plain that ſkirted the town, they retired: 
with ſuch precipitation to their -canoes, that the 
place was left unguarded, and the Spaniards entered 
without oppolition. The pillage, which was per- 
mitted as puniſhment upon the inhabitants, did not 


laſt long, becauſe nothing was left in the houſes 


but what could not be carried off: ſome loads, 
however, of corn and ſalt were tranſported to the 
army, together with a good quantity of cotton 
cloths, and ſome jewels which the owners had 
neglected to ſecrete, The officers having ſet! fire 


to the principal temples, in order to ſtrike terror 


into the fugitives, and be an example and warn- 
ing to the neighbouring towns, repaſſed the water 
by the ſame ford, and the army continuing its 
march, reſted that night near Colbatitlan, which 
next day was found without inhabitants; as were 
alſo Tenayuca, and Eſcapuzalco, towns fituated 
upon the lake, in each of which places Cortes lodg- 
ed one night, in order to make proper obſerva- 
tions, and afterwards quitted them, without fut- 
fering any damage to be done to the buildings, that 


the Indians might ſee he never uſed rigour but when 


he met with reſiſtance. From this: laſt town, the 
general advanced towards. Tacuba, which was 4 
poſt of great importance, as being, of all the towns 


upon the lake, the neareſt to Mexico, and equal to 


Tezeuco in extent and number of inhabitants : not 
that he had any hopes of reducing it at preſent; 
but his deſign was to reconnoitre; that from the 

| | remarks 
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| remarks he ſhould make, he might form a more fea- 
{ble ſcheme for attacking it in the ſequel. When 
he approached the town, he perceived a vaſt mul- 
| titude of the enemy drawn up in their order of 
battle, and in a. moment, they poured upon him 
wich their uſual impetuoſity; but, after ſeveral in- 
effectual efforts, they turned. their backs and were 
| purſued with great ſlaughter. The. Spaniards re- 
| mained all night in the field of battle, and next 
morning, were again aſſaulted by the enemy; who. 
being eaſily routed, and flying into the town, ſome 
| of the Spaniards and allies entered with them pell- 
mell, and maintained the fight within the city, un- 
til night approaching, the general called them off, 
aſter having ordered them to. ſet fire to the houſes, 
that the enemy being employed, they might retreat 
without oppoſition. During five days that he ſtay- 
ed in this place, he was frequently attacked by the 
| Indians, who were always repulſed to the city with 
great loſs; ſo that he began to entertain hopes of 
| carrying the town, after the garriſon ſhould be waſt- 
ed by theſe diurnal ſallies. At length, he obſerved: 
8 2 conſiderable body of Mexicans advancing on the 
| cauſeway, and having allowed part of them to paſs 

and draw up on the main land, he charged them 
with ſuch fury, that after a faint reſiſtance, they fled 

towards the cauſey, and he following with too 
much precipitation, fell into the ſnare they had laid: 
| for, his troops were no ſooner hampered on this 
narrow pavement, than the Mexicans faced about 
to keep them in play, while innumerable canoes 
| fallied out of Mexico, and inveſted both ſides of © 
| the cauſey ; ſo that the Spaniards were at once at- 
| tacked in front, flank, and rear, and many of the 
| allailants, armed with long ſpears, pointed with the 
| Iwords belonging to the unfortunate ſoldiers who 
| had been killed and taken in the retreat. Cortes, 
im this emergency, formed a front every way, and 
I made 


* 
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made great havock among the Mexicans, and at 


length brought off his troops with little loſs, though 
a good number of them were wounded, and a pair 
of colours in imminent danger: for, in the heat of 
the engagement, enſign Juan Volante, being puſh. 
ed into the lake, was ſeized by the Indians, who 
put him into a canoe, intending to preſent him alive 
to the emperor : but when he found himſelf at 2 
diſtance from the reſt of theſe boats, he recovered 
his arms, ſlew thoſe by whom he was guarded, and 
throwing himſelf into the lake, ſwam aſhore with 
his colours. Cortes ſeeing the difficulty of reducing 
Tacuba, now ftrengthened by ſuch a reinforcement 
of Mexicans, deſiſted from the enterprize, and re- 


treated to Tezeuco, where he was viſited by the 


caciques of Tucapan, Maſcalzingo, Autlan, and 
other towns upon the north fide of the lake, who 
came to make their ſubmiſſion, and offer their al- 
liance. But what pleaſed him above all theſe of- 


fers, was a ſupply which he received in a veſſel that 


arrived at Vera Cruz, from St. Domingo, contain- 
ing a conſiderable quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and other neceſſaries, with Julian de Alderete, in 
the character of king's treaſurer, and ſeveral Spaniſh 
foldiers of diſtinction, who immediately marched 


to Tlaſcala, where they were provided with an eſ- 


corte that conducted them to Tezeuco. 
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CHAP. XXX, 


| The ſeveral towns about the late of, and leading io, 

Mexico, are by turns ſubdued ; Cortes is taken pri- 
ſener by the Mexicans, but ſet at liberty by Ghriſe 
taval de Olea; a plot againſi the general's life con- 
gerte by ſome Spaniards, is ſeaſonably diſcovered 
by one of the abeitors of it; the principal conſpira- 
tir is hanged; one of the Indian chi s deſerts, and 
is killed in his flight, 


BOUT this time, meſſengers arrived in 
\ great haſte from the caciques of Chalco and 
Thumanalco, to demand ſuccour againſt a pow- 
| ecful army of Mexicans, which was aſſembled ts 
| chaſtiſe all the towns that adhered to the Spani- 
ards; and Sandoval being detached to their re- 
lief with three hundred - Spantards, twenty horſe, 
| and ſome companies of T laſcalans, was joined by 
| their own troops, which amounted to a very con- 
| iiderable body, The Mexicans had fortified them- 
ſbelees in ſome hollow ways, from whence they were 
Given ſword in hand; and in a little time after 
| their retreat, another body of fifteen thouſand ad- 
| Vancing in good order, with their drums beating, 
and ſheils blowing, met with ſuch a warm recep- 
tion from the fire arms and horſe, that they were 
bon routed and fled in great confuſion to the town 
of Guaſtepeque, which they looked upon as a place 
| ot ſecurity, Nevertheleſs, the Spaniards entered 
with them pell-mell, and dividing themſelves into 
de ſeveral ſtreets, drove out the enemy with terri- 
| vie lauohter, EY Ss 
; 4 Tr . . 
| 4 this place, which was very ſpacious, Sando- 
Ve! relolved to paſs the night, and the victory 
mie more agreeable to his ſoldiers, as they 
VoL. II. {IT WEIE 
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were allowed to plunder: it was not long before 
the-cacique and principal inhabitants came to make 
their ſubmiſſion, and laid the whole blame upon 
the Mexicans, who had compelled them to make 
reſiſtance: Gonzalo, convinced of their ſincerity, 
took them into his protection; and next day, 
when he was going to ſet out on his return, he re- 
ceived information from the people of Chalco, 
that the Mexicans who had eſcaped from the laſt two 
engagements, were aſſembled at Capiſtlan, two 
leagues from Guaſtepeque, on the fide of Mexico, 
Sandoval thinking it neceſſary to diſperſe this body 
of fugitives before they could be reinforced, 
marched immediately to the place, which being 
ſituated on the top of an high rock, was very 
ſtrong by nature, and extremely difficult of acceſs, 
'The Mexicans covered the whole eminence, and 
truſting to its ſituation, provoked. the Spaniards 
with loud outcries and reproaches; and indeed it 
was judged ſuch a difficult enterprize, that when 
Sandoval ordered the troops of 'Tlaſcala and 
Chalco to advance, as being accuſtomed to thoſe 
rugged paſſes, they did not obey with that ala- 

*crity which they had expreſſed on other occaſions, 
until Gonzalo perceiving their backwardneſs, put 
himſelf at the head of the Spaniards, and began to 
mount the hill, His example animated the Indian 

© allies to ſuch a degree, that they clambered up 
the rock with ſurprizing intrepidity, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtones which were rolled down, and 
the darts and arrows diſcharged by the Mexicans, 
who, ſeeing at length, how little their ſituation 
and efforts availed them, retired with marks of 
deſpondence into the town, which, however, they 
did not attempt to defend. In a word, they were 
driven to the edge of the precipice, and all who 
did not fling themſelves down were put to the 


ſword, with ſuch dreadful ſlaughter, that * 
0 


— 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 147 
of blood flowed into the river that'ran at the bot- 1 
tom of the rock, and wholly changed the colour of 
its water. J 
Sandoval, whoſe armour was ſhattered in ſeve- 
ral pieces during the aſſault, having in theſe three 
victories deftroyed the Mexican army to a man, 
began his retreat next day to Tezeuco ; and his 
back was no ſooner turned, than the emperor of 
Mexico ſent a new army into the province of 
Chalco, to cut off the communication between the 
Spaniards and Tlaſcala. The Chalqueſes being 
now left to themſelves, aſſembled a body of their 
own troops, and engaging the enemy, obtained a 
complete victory, after a very deſperate action, in 
which great numbers were killed on both ſides. _ 
As the brigantines were not yet finiſhed, Cortes 
reſolved to penetrate in perſon as far as Suchimilco, 
a town of great importance upon the lake, fur- 
niſhed with a broad cauſeway, which joined thoſe 
that Jed to Mexico, that he might make obſerva- 
tions, cover the paſſage to Tlaſcala, and animate 
the people of Chalco, who were apprehenſive of 
new invaſions, He left the military command of 
Tezeuco with Sandoval, and the civil with the 
cacique Don Hernando, who was always ſubmil- 
ve and affectionate, and began his march April 
the 5th, 1521, accompanied by Chriſtoval de Olid, 
Pedro de Alvarado, Andres de Tapia, and Juan 
de Alderate, with three hundred Spaniards, and a 
large body of allies. This was a very ſeaſonable 
relief to the Chalqueſes, who had diſcovered on 
the fide of Suchimilco, a new army of Mexicans, 
who threatened to ravage and ſubdue their whole 
country, The confederate caciques were aſſembled 
in the city of Chalco, in order to deliberate upon 
meaſures for their preſervation againſt this for- 
midable armament, which was much more pow- # 
erful than the laſt ; and when Cortes arrived ſo 
H 2 unexpect- 
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143 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 

unexpectedly, and in ſuch a critical conjunQure, 
they were tranſported with joy, fell at his feet 
with demonſtrations of the utmoſt: gratitude, and 
lifted up. their eyes to heaven, with praiſe and 
thankſgiving for this interpoſition in their favour, 
Hernan being informed by the Indian ſcouts, that 
the Mexicans had taken poſſeſſion of ſome ſteep, 
and almoſt inacceſſible mountains, on the way to 
Suchimilco, reſolved to diſlodge them: without de- 
lay; and a conſiderable reinforcement of the allies 
having joined his army, he marched that ſame 
night to a town deſerted by its inhabitants, in 


which he paſſed the night. At day-break, as he 


entered the mountainous. country, by a narrow 


and difficult path between two ridges of rocks, 
the Mexicans ſhewed themſelves on the tops of the 
eminences on both ſides; and the army marched 
lowly on, filing off as the nature of the ground 


required, until they reached an opening, where the 


general ordered the men to be formed, and to at- 


tack a conliderable fortreſs fituated on the top of 


a rock, from which the enemy, in great numbers, 
provoked the Spaniards with inſulting -Janguage. 
On this occaſion, he raſhly gave way to the ſug- 
eſtions of anger, and without ſtaying to choſe 
the leaſt difficult path, commanded Pedro de 
Barba, and Bernal Diaz de Caſtillo, with two com- 
panies of muſqueteers and croſs- bows, to begin the 
attack, The enemy retired at firſt in ſeeming con- 
fuſion, until the Spaniards had mounted to the 
moſt dangerous part of the precipice, then they 
returned with horrible outcries, and rolled down 
a dreadful torrent of great ſtones, and even intire 
rocks, which bore down every thing in their way. 
The general ſeeing the impoſlibility of ſucceeding, 
and the ruin to which his men were expoſed, ſent 
orders for them to deſiſt, and they retreated with 
the loſs of four Spaniards killed upon the ſpot, 


beſides 4 


. 


* 
* 
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beſides a number of wounded, among whom was 
Pedro de Barba; and many others would have 


ſhared the ſame fate, had not Bernal Diaz de Caſ-: 


tillo lodged them under the proj &tion of a rock, 

until the ſhower of ſtones was over. 
Cortes, not a little mortified at this diſgrace, 

which was owing to his own imprudence, . reſolved 


to ſearch out a- leſs dangerous path, by which he 
might aſcend the mountain and revenge the loſs he 


© 


had ſuſtained; but, was diverted from his pur- 


poſe by a piece of intelligence, importing, that 
the enemy had laid an ambuſcade in a wood near 
the road, in order to attack the rear of the Spani- 
ards when they ſhould be engaged in the defilées. 
He forthwith ordered the army to march, laying 
open his flanks, in order to al.ure the Mexicans 


but, all of a ſudden, he turned ſhort upon them, - 


though he could not do them much damage, becauſe 
they fied ſo nimbly, and were favoured by the 
thickneſs of the woods; at the ſame time, thoſe 
above abandoned their fortification, and followed 
the Spaniards at a diſtance, upon the tops of the 
mountains; ſo that Cortes purſued his march, with- 
out any other oppoſition, for a league and a half, 


when he perceived another fortreſs of the ſame. 


kind, garriſoned with the enemy, which, how- 
ever, he did not think proper to aſſault ; but en- 
camped near a forſaken. village on the. top of an 


eminence, where the ſoldiers ſuffered greatly from 


want of water. In the morning, they found ſome 

ſprings in the neighbourhood, and the general, in 
reconnoitring the enemy's poſt, which was more in- 
acceſſible than the former, obſerved an eminence 
within muſquet-ſhot, which they had neglected to 
occupy, This was immediately ſeized by Verdugo, 
Barba, and Alderate, with the muſketeers, who 
made ſuch a ſucceſsful fire upon the Mexicans, 
that, terrified at the unexpected diſcharge, they 
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150 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
inſtantly retired to a conſiderable town adjoining 
to the. fortreſs, from which they likewiſe fled to 
the more diſt ant parts of the country. They had 
no ſooner abandoned the town and fort, than ſe- 
veral women appeared on the top of the hill, hang- ' 
ing out white cloths, which they waved up and 
down in token of peace; and the cacique coming 
down, aſſured the general that neither he nor his 
people were concerned in the hoſtilities which 
were committed by the Mexicans, and ſubmitted 
his town and fort to the juriſdiction of the Spa- 


$ niards, who took poſſeſſion of it in the name of 
| the emperor. This ceremony being performed, 
F the army marched on to Guaſtepeque, and before 
. they reached that populous town, the cacique, 
b with the principal inhabitants, came forth to meet 
| Cortes, whom he invited to lodge with the Spani- 
WU ards in his own palace, which might even have 
5 vied with thoſe of Motezuma in magnificence, and 
i was furniſhed with a ſpacious and delightful gar- 
4 den, which the Spaniards beheld with admiration, 
4 as one of the wonders of that new world. 
| They had not, however, much time to enjoy 
R the beauties of this place; for, the general re- 
# ceiving intelligence that the enemy had halted at 
| Quatlavaca, in order to diſpute his paſſage, he or- 
9 dered the army to march for that town, which 
9 was ſtrong and populous, ſituated between two 
5 deep barrancas or hollow ways, filled with the 
1 water that deſcended from the mountains. T be 
| Mexicans had cut down the bridges, and covered 
| the banks with ſuch a number of men, that the 
"Wh paſſage ſeemed impracticable; nevertheleſs, Cortes, 
.\ WM having drawn up his army on the other fide, from 
q WM | hence they plied the enemy with fire-arms and ar- 
. rows, ordered two or three bridges to be made of 
il long trees, which being laid acroſs at a place be- 
* Fi low, where the barranca was narrower, afforded 
0 a paſſage 
1 
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2 paſſage for the infantry. Here, however, as they 
paſſed, they were attacked with ſuch fury, and in, 


ſuch prodigious numbers, that they could hardly 
keep their ground, and were in the moſt imminent 


danger, when Cortes, Olid, Alvarado, and Tapia. 
came to their aſſiſtance with the horſe, which 
they had made ſhift to bring over with great diffi» 
culty and danger. Theſe, together with ſome Spa- 


— 


niards and Tlaſcalans, who croſſed at a third place, 


under the direction of Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 


charged the Mexicans in the rear with ſuch valour 
and impetuoſity, that they were immediately diſ- 
ordered, routed, and purſued to the mountains 
with great ſlaughter ; while the town being aban- 


doned by the inhabitants, was plundered by the 


foldiers : but the cacique, with the principal citi- 
zens, calling from the other fide of the barranca, 
and begging with great humility, that they might 
be allowed to return, and prepare quarters for the 


Spaniards, Cortes granted their requeſt, and ac- 


cepted their ſubmiſſion. | | 
Early next- morning, he took the road of 
Suchimilco, ſeated on the edge of a freſh water 
lake, communicating with the great lake, the build- 
ings of which town were partly in the water, and: 
partly on the land. The firſt day's march was very 
troubleſome through a long defilee, and a dry, 
barren country, where the ſoldiers ſuffered greatly 
from the exceſſive heat and want of water. At 


night they quartered in ſome farm-houſes near the- 


road, and, at day break, Cortes drew up his men 
in order of battle, and proceeded on his march, 
. Tiphtly ſuppoling he ſhould meet with ftrong op- 
-polition in the reduction of ſuch an important 
polt. Accordingly, as he approached the place, 
he perccvied the Mexican battalions drawn up in 
2 plain that ſkirted the town, with a river in their 
ont, the banks of which they had double lined. 
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152 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
with ſoldiers, though their main body was diſpoſe 
for the defence of a wooden bridge, which they 
had barricadoed with planks and faſcines, hoping 

to deſtroy the Spaniards in that narrow paſs. 
The general having extended the troops of the 
\ allies along the river, to keep the enemy in play 
with their miſſile weapons, ordered the Spaniards 
to advance and attack the bridge, which they gain- 
ed, after having ſuffered two repulſes; and the 
 - Mexicans, were fo diſcouraged at the loſs of it, that 
they began to fly with great diſorder ; fo that their 
commanders were fain to ſound a retreat, The 
Spaniards immediately formed on the ground 
which the enemy had quitted, and being joined by 
ſome bodies of the allies who had ſwam the river, 
they advanced towards the Mexicans who had 
halted near the town, and charged them with ſuch 
fury, that they retired into the city, at the gates 
of which they loſt great numbers, in conſequence 
of their hurry and precipitation. Cortes leaving 
part of his troops to ſecure a retreat, entered pell- 
mell with the fugitives, and ordering ſome com- 
panies to ſcour the ſtreets to the right and left, he 
himſelf attacked the principal barricado, which 
-was defended by the greateſt force of the enemy, 
This he with ſome difficulty ſurmounted, and, im- 
pelled by the tranſports of. his courage, threw 
himſelf into the midſt of the multitude, by whom 
he was ſingly ſurrounded, and his retreat effeclu- 
ally cut off. In this emergency, he performed mi: 
racles of valour, until his horſe falling, he was 
overpowered, and apprehended before he could 
make uſe of his arms. Nothing ſaved his lite 
but the great defire the Mexicans had to take him 
alive, as a preſent to their emperor ; and before the 
could carry him off, he was reſtored to his Iiberty 
by the valour of Chriſtoval de Olea, a ſoldier of 
diſtinguiſhed proweſs, who ſeeing the diſtreſs of is 
„„ Tenclals 
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general, put himſelf at the head of ſome Tlaſca- 
ſans who were near him, and forced his way to the 
ſpot, where, with his own hand, he flew the Me- 
xicans who- had ſeized Cortes. And he having 
thus regained his liberty, at the expence of two 
ficht wounds, puſhe] the enemy with their rein- 
forcement ſo vigoroully, that they eſcaped to the 
part of the city built in the water, and left the 
Spaniards maſters of all the ſtreets upon the firay 
land. During this engagemeat in the town, the 
troops without the gates commanded by Olid, Al- 
varado, and Tapia, were attacked by a reinforce 
ment of ten thouſand choſen men, ſent in canoes 
from Mexico, under leaders of approved valour, 
who fought for ſome time with great obſtinacy, 


but were at length obliged to reimbark with con- 


ſiderable loſs ; though not before they had wound 
ed the three captains, beſides a good number of Spa- 


niſh and Tlaſcalan ſoldiers. 5 | 


Cortes, being now maſter of all the ſtreets and 
buildings on the firm land, poſted ſufficient guards: 


| at the water-ſide, quartered his troops in ſome 
great porticoes, and ordered an officer, with twenty 
or thirty Spaniards, to keep watch on the top of 
the principal temple, which overlooked the city, 
country, and lake. Theſe, about the cloſe of the 
evening, gave notice, that they diſcovered about 
W two thouſand armed canoes advancing with great 
& ipecd from Mexico; the guards .at the landing- 
Y places were immediately doubled, and in the morn- 
ing the enemy diſembarked at a great diſtance from 


the city, to the number of fiftezn thouſand men. 


| Cortes immediately marched out, and charged 
them with ſuch impetuoſity, that they were routed; 
W = the firſt attack, and a great number of them put 
do the {word ; and having continued at Suchimilco 


tour days, for the recovery of his wounded. men, 


A be retreated. to Tezeuco, in good order, with the 


H 5 | ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction of having accompliſhed the purpoſe of 
his expedition, which was to reconnoitre this city 
and break the force and ſpirit of the enemy, before 
he ſhould undertake the fiege of Mexico : yet this 
fatisfaction was in ſome meaſure allayed by the re. 
flection of having loſt nine or ten Spaniards ; for 
beſides theſe who were killed at the firſt aſſault of 
the mountains, three or four were taken alive, in 

pillaging one of the houſes of Suchimilco, and two 
ſervants fell into an ambuſcade, by imprudently fe 
parating from the army in their retreat. 

The brigantines being now ready, and the canal 
ſufficiently enlarged, great quantities of arms were 
made for the Indians, an exact account taken of 
all the ſtores, the artillery proved, the ſupplies of 
proviſion regulated, and a day appointed for the 
confederate caciques to appear with their troops at 

the rendezvous : but, in the midſt of theſe prepa- 
rations, a conſpiracy was formed againſt the life of 
the general, which was the more dangerous, as be- 
ing hatched among the Spaniards. A ſoldier, who 
had been long in the ſervice, came to him one day, 
and, with marks of fear and concern, deſired 2 
private audience; which being granted, he gave him 
a minute detail of the conſpiracy which had been 
formed in his abſence. The chief contriver and 
agent in this treacherous deſign was one Antonio 
de Villafana, who being tired of the fatigues and 
perils of war, firſt gave vent to his uneaſineſs in 
murmurs and complaints againſt the general, whom 
he did not ſcruple to accule of obſtinacy and rafb- 
neſs. Finding his inſinuations agreeably received 
by ſome of his fellow-ſoldiers, he expreſſed a de- 
ſire of relinquifhing the enterpriſe and returning to 
Cuba; and, as this retreat could not poſſibly be 
effected without the conſent of Cortes, he, aſter 
having: ſufficiently ſounded his confederates, im- 


parted to them a ſcheme for aſſaſſinating the ar 
+, 


* 
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ral and all his principal officers, except Franciſco 
Verdugo, who had married a fiſter of Diego de Ve- 
Jaſquez : upon him they propoſed to confer the 
chief command, a ſtep which would give a ſanction- 
to their mutiny, and be highly agreeable to the 
| governor of Cuba; and, although they knew Ver- 
| dugo to be a man of honour attached to Cortes, 


they concluded he would not venture to refuſe the 


command, leſt greater miſchief ſhould enſue, and 


in the mean time they determined to keep him ig-- 
norant of their intention. The conſpirators. uſed: 


to meet at the lodging of Villafana, where they 


ſigned a writing, in which they obliged themſelves 
to follow and ſupport that traitor in the execution 
of his horrible ſcheme; in a word; the affair was 
managed with ſuch dexterity, that the number of: 


ſubſcribers daily increaſed ; and they agreed to ftab: 


Cortes with his friends at table, on pretence of gg-- 
ing in together to hear the news of a pacquet from: 
Vera Cruz, which ſhould be feigned for the pur- 
poſe. The general having received this intelligence 
from the ſoldier, who bad engaged in the conſpi- 
racy, went immediately with two alcaldes and ſome: 
of his captains to ſecure Villafana, whom he found». 
in his quarters, with three or four of his accom- 
plices. His guilt was evident from his confuſion at- 
ſight of Cortes, who having put him in irons,. and: 
ordered every body to retire, on pretence of exa- 

mining him in private, took out of his boſom the: 
paper ſigned by all the conſpirators, in which Jift: 
he found ſome names that greatly augmented his- 
concern, However, he concealed his diſcovery: 
even from his friends, cauſed the accomplices who- 
were found in the apartment to be impriſoned apart, 
and left inſtructions with the officers of juſtice to 
proceed with all ſecrecy and diſpatch upon the trial 
of Villafana, who immediately confeſſed his crime, 


and was ſeen next morning hanging at the window” 
Tos $2 2." Oft 


rr . l 
2 Nee 3 * N 8 —— 


777272 r . Fr wr - FFF 
8 2 4d Ss > 7 . 16s n wn 0 ems * 8 I LO garage” HER > WEN ro r e 
e 2 — . * he: — c 
7 — — 
\ Me: 2 


1 FE F £ S e e. eee 8 
„ we n * 2 wo 5 


F 
Tos 


EPP 


1 


2 


TY * e + oe : „ 4 . - 
—— —— 0 : CC a * 
— S 1 * * a a" * — * ah > with =/ 
v3 4 NS "at * " EA 0 * i% 0 "_— 9 v : N Fo 
Dh ccc e 
TTT 9 
e oe ee br - . . l 
RECITE: 2 e * ”, 
8 4 Son AD WY or mn 316112 IRIS ec gg -S £2 wo o 
: : rung: —— 0 SS 
5 — A * of _ - | , No 
- — 4 gaz — — a — ee re 
e we F — g 7 5 ae; * 2 * * . 2 
a mee 5 Lr et rb + x LO ES ks 
L FR. — 2 n Ig , OM L — 


= 


re . 
S 
e 
* * 


RG, | 4 , RR. 2 
© " * 7 A 4 
ON. E 
2 2 9 4 2 C . — > . . ++ ale 
RS C4 ASHES) © FS, r „N Rr e 8 * { Pe us De e — i F 
we ob MDA: ml I 0 PS] 9 3 Be * er , +. EI ACS * ag . NA r PEA ON n r Ia q 
"EY — ff "ad REI wb N u 3 p . 8 eren Þ n 8 9 P TY Or D 

9 — OS RS I *& EC — ol wy - 4 * K. LEI bby It 9 ny , 5 3 ; 9 ** 8 2 EF 15 123 l N * 

2 N a 1 An . IG a4 5.2 x. n 2 My, 
2 N e 5 * Wn "wy 7 * 7 

8 ; * 0 y s « 8 Rey 

7 p ; PETS IE: T0: ARS 


( 
CORO 
2 W p 
l 


* — 1 


r 
e 


® 


N r 
k a. 
8 N 7 * 


n = Dy 9 
* eee eee ee 


* * 
. 
e e "74 


I 
7 w 
* 


TH he A IX; EG; 4 


S 
— 


156 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 


of his quarters; ſo that his guilt and puniſhment 

were made public at the ſame time. But, as this 

was no time to ſatisfy juſtice with the Jives of ſo 

many Spaniards, Cortes gave out that Villafana 

had ſwallowed a paper, torn in pieces, which in 

all probability contained the names of the conſpira. 

tors: then aſſembling his captains and ſoldiers, he 
gave them a ſummary account of the deſign, pre- 
tended to think himſelf happy in not knowing Vil. 
Jafana's accomplices, and intreated his friends to in- 
quite whether or not the Spaniards complained of 
his proceedings, that he might correct his own * 
faults, and give them reaſonable ſatisfaction, — 
He afterwards releaſed the foldiers who had been 
apprehended with the traitor, and behaved to the 
reſt of the conſpirators without any change in his 
countenance or conduct; ſo that they were fully 
perſuaded he was ignorant of their crime, and ſery- 
ed in the ſcquel with extraordinary diligence and 
circumſpection, in order to avert any ſuſpicion of 
their fidelity. 

This danger being ſo e ſurmounted, by the 
conſummate prudence of the general, he was, in a 
few days, perplexed with another aftair that gave 
him no little diſturbance and chagrin. Xicotencal, 
whoſe mind ſtill retained the ſeeds of animoſity 
againſt Cortes, having, in all probability, conceiu- 

ed fome new diſguſt, retreated in the night with 
ſome companies of Tlaſcalans who were attached 
to his fortune; and Cortes, being informed of his 
detection by his own countrymen, ſent ſome noble 
Indians of Tezeuco, to perſuade him to return. 
But, his anſwer to the general being obſtinate, 
brutal, and contemptuous, three companies of Spa- 
niards, reinforced with Tezeucans and Chalqueles,. 
were ſent in purſuit of this deſerter, with orders 
to take him priſoner, and kill him in caſe of te- 


liſtance. As he defended. himſelf to the laſt, it was 
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impraCticable to take him alive, -and he no ſooner 
fell, than his ſoldiers, who fought with reluctance, 
ſubmitted and returned to Lezeuco, leaving their 
jeader hanging on a tree, Nor did his death oc- 


caſion the leaft coldneſs between Cortes and the re- 


public ; for he had made the ſenate previouſly ac- 


quainted with the infolent and capricious conduct 


of their general, and been delired, and even urged 
by that body to treat him with all the rigour of 
military diſcipline ; even his own father joined in 
this requeſt, and correſponded with Hernan, after 
his ſon's death, with all the cordiality of their for- 
mer friendſhip. _ 5 

Theſe diſturbances were no ſooner compoſed, 


than the general ordered his brigantines to be 


launched and rigged, and then reviewed his Spa- 
niards, who amounted to nine hundred men, of 
whom near two hundred uſed fire-arms and croſs- 
bows, the reſt were armed with ſword, buckler, 


and lance ; beſides theſe he had eighty ſix horſe, 
and eighteen pieces of cannon, with plenty of am- 
munition; and twenty men were put on board of 
each veſſel, under the command of a captain, with: 
fix rowers and one piece of artillery, 
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HAP. XXXI. 


Cortes's brigantines are launched upon the lake, while 


ſome of his people approach the city of Mexico by 
land; his veſſels are attarted by four thouſand ca- 


noes ; the moſi of which are deſtroyed, and the lake 


entirely cleared of the enemy; the general offers peace 


to the emperor, whom the prięſis prevent from accept. 
ing it; the neglect of Cortes's officers in one-particu- 


lar almoſt ruins all his deſigns ; Mexico is blocked 
up and ſuffers conſiderably by famine. 


THINGS being thus diſpoſed, he divided his 
| army into three bodies, that he might at 
the ſame time make himſelf maſter of the cauſe- 


ways of Tacuba, Iztapalapa, and Cuyocan, without 


making any attempt upon Suchimilco, which was 
too remote. The expedition of Tecuba was com- 
mitted to Pedro de Alvarado, who had under his 
command an hundred and fifty Spaniſh foot, and 
thirty horſe, together with thirty thouſand Tilaſca- 
lans, and two pieces of artillery. The attack of 
Cuyocan was affigned 'to Chriſtoval de Olid, with 
an hundred and ſixty Spaniards, two pieces of 
eannon,.. and thirty thouſand confederate Indians: 


and the attempt upon Iztapalapa was left to Gon- 


zalo de Sandoval, who commanded an hundred and 
fifty Spaniards, with two pieces of artillery, four 
and twenty horſe, and all the troops of Chalco, 
Guacocingo, and Cholula, amounting to above fer- 
ty thouſand men, 

Olid and Alvarado marched together as far as 
Tacuba, which was abandoned by all the inhabt- 


tants : thoſe who were able to bear arms having re- 


tired to Mexico for the defence of that capital, and 


the reſt fled to the mountains with their moſt valu- 


6 able 


„ — 7 WP en» © 8 CELERY 


able effects. Here the two Spaniſh captains having 
received intelligence, that the Mexicans had form- 
ed a conſiderable body, within half a league of the 
city, to cover the aqueducts which came from the 
mountains of Chapultepeque, they marched thither, 
and, after a moſt obſtinate action, drove the ene- 
my from their poſt, and broke the pipes and aque- 
duct in two or three places; ſo that the water took 
its natural courſe into the lake. 5 
This exploit being atchieved, Olid marched on 
with his diviſion to Cuyocan, while Cortes took up- 
on himſelf the command on the lake, and embark- 


ed with Don Fernando lord of Tezeuco, and his 


brother, who was afterwards baptized by the name 
of Carlos; but this ſtep the general did not take 
without having firſt left a ſufficient number of 
troops to cover his place of arms, and ſecure the 
communication of his quarters. The brigantines 
being drawn up in a line, and adorned with flags 
and ſtreamers, in order to captivate the admiration 


of the enemy, Cortes directed them to approach + 


Mexico, that he might ſhew himſelf maſter of the 


lake; and in his return, perceiving a pretty ſtrong. 


caſtle, ſituated in a ſmall iſland; from whence the 
Mexicans provoked him with abuſive language, he 
reſolved to chaſtiſe their inſolence in fight of the 
city, the terraces and balconies of which were fill- 
ed with a prodigious concourſe of people. Draw- 
ing near the ſhore of this iſland, therefore, he 
landed with, an hundred and fifty Spaniards, who 
taking three different paths, mounted, in ſpite of a 
very vigorous oppoſition, and drove the enemy in- 
to the caſtle, where being ſo crouded that they had 
not room to manage their arms, they were oblig-d 


to ſubmit; and Cortes ſpared the lives of thoſe: 


who ſurrendered. The Spaniards having reim- 
barked, and the brigantines direCting their courſe 
towards Iztapalapa, in order to aftift Gonzalo de 
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Sandoval, 
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Sandoval, they ſaw a fleet of canoes aſſembling 


on the lake, from Mexico and other neighbouring 
places; the firft that came out advanced a. little, 


and waited for their fellows, until the number was 


augmented to four thouſand, exhibiting a moſt 


beautiful and terrific ſhew of arms and feather, 
which ſeemed to cover the lake. Cortes extend- 
ing his front in the form of an half-moon, advan. 
ced towards the enemy, and then ordered his men 


to lie upon their oars and reſt themſelves, that they 
' might engage with the greater force, for the wea- 
ther was fo calm they could not uſe their fails, 


The Mexicans, in this particular, followed the ex. 
ample of the Spaniards; but, a breeze of wind 
ſpringing up all of a ſudden, and taking the bri- 
gantines in ſtern, they began the attack with their 
artillery at a diſtance, and then ran foul of the ca- 
noes with fuch force as overſet all that ſtood in 


their way, while the fire-arms and croſs-bows made 


terrible havock, and the ſmoke blinded the enemy 
to ſuch a degree that they did not know which 
way to turn. The nobles of Mexico, who had 


manned the firſt five hundred canoes, made ſome 
oppoſition ; but moſt of them being deſtroyed, the 
reſt was all confuſion and diſorder ; they ran foul | 


of one another, ſo that the greateſt part of them 
foundered; a vaſt number of men periſhed, and 
the brigantines purſuing the remains, with their can- 
non-thot, forced them to take ſhelter in the canals 
of the city of Mexico. After this victory, Hernan 
ſailed about the city, into which he fired ſome ſhot 
by way of triumph, while the affrighted Mexicans 


deplored their loſs with loud lamentations, and con- 
- fidered the veſſels of the Chriſtians as fo many im- 


5 


pregnable floating caſtles, 1 
The general paſſed the night near Tezeuco; and 


in the morning, when he was on the point of foil. 


ing to Iztapalapa, he diſcovered a great number of 
canoes 


> oF wy bn On — „* „ 63 ——_—— 1 a a — 2 2 
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could not overtake them, he arrived at a very eri- 
tical! conjuncture, when Chriſtoval de Olid was en- 

aged on the cauſeway, and fo hard preſſed on 
each ſide by the canoes, that he could hardly keep 
the ground he had gained, The Mexicans had 
drawn up the bridges of the cauſeways towards the 
city, and fortified them with barricadoes of planks 
and timbers, ſo as to render them almoſt inacceſ- 
ſible to the Spaniards, who were obliged to demo- 
liſh and clear thoſe defences by means of their 
croſs-bows, fire-arms and artillery, until the ditch 


could be filled up with faſcines, and the ruins of - * 


its own fortification, At the ſight of the brigan- 
tines, all the canoes on that ſide of the cauſey fled 
with precipitation; but thoſe on the other fide flill 
continuing the engagement, Cortes ordered the 
ditch in Olid's rear to be widened for the paſſage 
of three or four brigantines; upon which the ene- 
my retired in diforder to the laſt rampart next the 
city, The troops paſſed the night upon the cauſe- 
| way, without abandoning the ground they had gain- 
ed, and in the morning continued their march with 
little or no oppoſition, until they. approached the 
| laſt bridge, which was fortified, with ſtrong works 
and trenches cut in the ſtreets, and defended by an 
enormous multitude of people. The artillery from 
the brigantines made a. miſerable ſlaughter of the 


| Mexicans, who were in crowds at the openings of 


| tne ſtreets, while Chriſtoval de Olid having ruined 
| the fortification of the cauſeway, and filled up the 
| UItch, charged the defendants, who made ſuch an 
obſtinate reſiſtance, that Cortes, impatient of de- 
| lay, landed with thirty Spaniards, and ſoon com- 
pelled them to abandon the works, and leave the 
chief ſtreet of Mexico unguarded, The fugitives 
| took poſſeſſion of a temple in the neighbourhood, 
| Covering the towers, (airs, and outſide in ſuch a 
| | manners 
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canoes making towards Cuyocan; and, though he 
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162 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 
manner, that it looked like an hill of arms arg 
feathers; and from this poſt they defied the Ss. 
niards with as much inſolence as they could hate 
expreſſed if they had been conquerors; but they 
were ſoon diſlodged by two or three pieces of can. 
non landed for that purpoſe; that whole quarter 
was forſaken, the idols were burned, and the temple 
afforded quarters to the troops. Cortes expreſſed 
a defire of fortifying himſelf in this poſt, but wa 
diſſuaded by his. captains, who repreſented that 
they would run the riſque of loſing the paſſage of 
the cauſeway, by which they muſt receive their | 
ammunition and proviſion, becauſe the brign- 
tines could not enter the water-trenches of that 
part; and, ſhould the proviſion and ſtores be land- 
ed at a diſtance, they could not be conveyed to 
the quarters without a battle for every ſupply; 
and that the plan of the attack, by three divittons 
- Which had already been agreed upon, ought not to 
be changed, without ſome very good reaſon or pto- 
ſpect of advantage. . | | 
_ Convinced by this remonftrance, he, in the morn- 
ing, retired to Cuyocan, from whence he proceed- 
ed to Iztapalapa, where he found Gonzalo de San: 
doval reduced to the laſt extremity. He had pol 
ſeſſed himſelf of the buildings on the land, and 
made great havock among the enemy, who endes. 
voured to annoy him from their canoes : he had 
ruined ſome houſes, overthrown two or three rein- 
forcements from Mexico, and the Indians having 
abandoned a large building near the land, he te- 
ſolved to ſeize it, in order to enlarge his quartets, 
and drive the enemy to a greater diſtance. T 
ſcheme he effected by means of faſcines ; but, be 
had no ſooner entered with ſome of his people, 
than a great number of canoes, which had lain id 
ambuſh, advanced, with troops of ſwimmers, wh 


fung themſelves into the water, took 1 fe. 
cines, 
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THE-CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 163 
es, and having thus cut off his retreat, beſieged 
on all ſides, ſhooting at his men from the 
Wraces and windows of the neighbouring houſes. 
IIa this diſtreſs he was found by Cortes, who per- 
ving that vaſt number of canoes in the water- 
Sets, ordered his brigantines to advance, and 
Ded his artillery with ſuch good ſucceſs, that 
enemy fled in great confuſion; thoſe who were 
bn the terraces crowding into the canoes, funk a 
dat number, and the reſt fell in among the brigan- 
Wes, in their flight; ſo that the forces of the Mexi- 
bs were conſiderably diminiſhed by this day's 
jon: the city was ſubdued, many priſoners made, 
| the ſoldiers obtained a conſiderable booty, 
tes, perceiving it would be impracticable to make 
of this cauſey, without firſt ruining that half of 
apalapa which was the retreat of the Mexican 
des, an expedient which would create ſome de- 
| reſolved to quit the poſt, and detach Sando- 
to Tapcaquilla, where there was another cauſe- 
, the poſſeſſion of which would more effectually 
ger the Mexicans from being ſupplied with pro- 
bn, which they already began to want. This 
gu was immediately executed by Gonzalo, who 
nd the place forſaken, and lodged himſelf in it 
nout reſiſtance. Then the general ſailed to Ta- 
a, to viſit Alvarado, who had met with various 
els. The place was deſerted at his approach: 
is progreſs he had, like Chriſtoval de Olid, beaten. 
n works, filled up ditches, done the enemy 
Wiiderable damage, and, at one time, advanced 
Ar as to {et fire to ſome. houſes in Mexico; but, 
he * of thefe expeditions, he had loſt eight 
Wards, | | | 
-oites, conſidering that this method of attack- 
| and retreating, ferved only to conſume time, 
bout being attended with any great advantage, 
blved to change his plan, and put a ſtop to all 

| operations 
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and many veſſels loaded with proviſion and wats 
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operations by land, until he ſhould make him{g 
abſolutely maſter of the lake, from which his me 
had been continually perſecuted. in their advanced 
the cauſe ways. For this purpoſe, he ſent for al 
the canoes belonging to the allied towns, which 
being manned with expert Indians, formed a fx 
Which was terrible to the enemy; theſe he divide 
into ſquadrons, commanded by officers of thi Wi 
own nation, and diſtributed them among the brigan 
tines, four of which he ſent to Sandoval, as mary 
ſtaid with Alvarado, and he himſelf, with the oe 
five, joined Chriſtoval de Olid. This diſpoſitian 
being made, they cruized continually up and doyn 
the lake, and along the three cauſeys; by which 
means a {top was put to the inſults of the eneny, 


were taken; ſo that the beſieged were reduced i 
great diſtreſs. | 5 
Theſe difficulties ſeemed only to whet their cou- 
rage and invention: they, by round- about waz 
ſent canoes of pioneers to clear the ditches which 
the Spaniards had filled up, that they might de 
embarraſſed in their retreat; they, contrary to the 
old cuſtom, made ſallies by night, in order {0 
fatigue the beſiegers: and, laſtly, they built thiny 
large veſſels called piraguas, ſtrengthened wit 
planks, to ſhelter them from the ſhot in time of ei. 
gagement. With this fleet they ſallied forth in tit 
night, and lay in ambuſh behind a grove of rec 
in the lake, which effectually concealed them iron] 
their view. In order to decoy the brigantine 
which uſed to cruize about the lake, by two en 
two at a time, they had provided three or four & 
noes laden with proviſion, for a bait, and fixed 
number of large ſtakes in the water, to deſtroy 0 
encumber the brigantines; ſo as that they migit 


board them with a better proſpect of ROT of 
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Next day, according to their expectation, two 
Lf the brigantines that attended Sandoval began. 
heir cruize, under the command of Pedro de Bar- 
D and Juan Portillo; and the Mexicans ſent out 
ibeir canoes another way, which being ſeen at a 


breeds ; and the brigantines giving chace, ſoon fell 
En among the hidden ſtakes, where they were ſo 
embarraſſed that they could neither move back- 
lwards nor forwards, Then the piraguas came 
from their Jurking-places, 'and attacked them with 
ſuch deſperate fury, that the Spaniards were ob- 


rage, and muſt have infallibly periſhed, had not 
Home expert ſwimmers, by main ſtrength of arms, 
W hatchets, and other tools, removed the ſtakes, and 
made room for the brigantines, which having re- 
gained their liberty, kept ſuch a fire upon the 
enemy, that almoſt all their piraguas were ſunk, 
and the reſt purſued towards Mexico, with great 
ſlaughter, But, this victory was not obtained be- 
fore the brigantines had received great damage: 


[tilo was killed, and Pedro de Barba died three 
days after of his wounds, to the inexpreſſible regret 


excellent officer. | 

It was not long before this diſaſter was reveng- 
Jed upon the Mexicans, who concealed themſelves 
n ſecond time among the reeds, on the ſuppoſition 


Cortes, having received intelligence of their deſign, 
ordered fix brigantines to ſheer off in the night, 
and lie in ambuſh among another parcel of reeds 
not far from the ambuſcade of the enemy: in con- 
quence of his inſtructions, one of theſe began her 
| ©ruize in the morning, ſeemingly in queſt of canoes 
laden with proviſions, and diſcovering the piraguas 
as 
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lized to employ the utmoſt efforts of their cou- 


many Spaniards were dangerouſly hurt, Juan Por- 


of Cortes, who loſt in him a truſty friend, and an 


that the Spaniards would again fall into the ſnare, 
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as it were by accident, ſtood off immediately, ant 


_ pretended to fly towards the place of the counter. 
ambuſcade. She was immediately purſued by the 
piraguas, the Mexicans on board paddling and 
{ſhouting with great alacrity, until, being at a con 
venient diſtance, the other brigantines ſallied forth 
and gave them ſuch a terrible ſalute with their ar 
tillery, that they were almoſt all ſunk at the ff 
diſcharge, and moſt of their men periſhed. 
Cortes, underſtanding from the priſoners, that 
the belieged began to murmur at the want of pu- 
viſion, water, and other neceſſaries, reſolved ty 
exert his utmoſt diligence in cutting off all relief 
from the city; and, in the mean time, he ſent two 
Mexican noblemen with a meſſage to Guatimozin, 
offering to leave him in poſſeſſion of his Mexican 
empire, provided he would acknowledge the ſo. 
vereignty of the king of Spain, which had been 


authenticated in the moſt ſolemn manner, during 


the reign of his predeceſſors. 


In conſequence of this propoſal, the emperor al- } 


ſembled his council, to whom he communicated 
the offers of the Spaniſh general, and at the ſame 
time deſcribed the deplorable ſituation of Mexico; 
ſo that his miniſters and officers unanimouſly ac. 
viſed him to receive the overtures of Cortes to- 
wards an accommodation. But this favourable di- 


poſition was deſtroyed by the remonſtrances of the 


prieſts, who pretended to have received auſpicious 


reſponces from their idols, and encouraged then 


with aſſurance of victory and ſucceſs, Theſe inf. 
nuations and promiſes animated the nobles to ſuct 
a pitch of hope and enthuſiaſm, that they ſet the 
Spaniards at defiance, and Guatimozin declared 
that he would put to death the firſt man who ſhoull 
in the ſequel give the leaſt hint of peace, whatetet 
extremity they ſhould undergo, 9 
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The general, being informed of this determina- 
ion, reſolved to puſh on his hoſtilities, until he 
Ehould have carried fire and ſword into the very 


heart of the city; and, having ſent orders for this 
E ourpoſe to the commanders of the two attacks of 
Tacuba and Tapcaquilla, he himſelf, at the ap- 
pointed time, marched by the cauſeway of Cuyo- 


can, at the head of the troops commanded by Criſ- 
E toval de Olid. The enemy had cleared the ditches 
is before, and caſt up works, which however were 
toon demoliſhed by the brigantines ; ſo that the 
troops advanced, without any conſiderable oppoſi- 
tion, to the laſt bridge, where they found part of 
the cauſeway broke down, to enlarge the ditch; 
and, on the oppoſite bank, a huge fortification, 
defended by a prodigious multitude. This, how» 
erer, was ſoon deſtroyed by the artillery, which 
made ſuch havock that the enemy retired into the 
Neity, and the ſhore being left free, Cortes immedi- 
ately landed his men, horſe, and three pieces of 
cannon, by means of the brigantines and confede- 
tate canoes. But, before he advanced into the 
ſtreets, he ordered the treaſurer Julian de Alderete 
to {tay behind, in order to fill up and ſecure the 
dich, while the brigantines were directed to ap- 
proach the ſcene of action by the great canals, and 
fire upon the enemy. Alderete no ſooner heard the 
battle begun, than looking upon the office in which 
Ihe was engaged as a diſhonourable piece of ſervice, 
Followed the troops into the engagement, and left 
che care of filling up the ditch to another officer, 
who likewiſe abandoned it for the ſame reaſon. 

| The Mexicans ſtood the firſt charge with great 
Nreſolution behind their trenches and barricadoes, 


their windows and terraces; when all of a ſudden 
the action ceaſed, and they haſtily quitted the 
ground which they had hitherto diſputed with ſuch 
2 | obſtinate 


and did the Spaniards confiderable damage from 
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obſtinate valour. This unexpected ceſſation wi; 
owing to an order of Guatimozin, who being in. 
formed that the great ditch was relinquiſhed h) 
the Spaniards, commanded his officers to ' preſerye 
their troops to fall upon the enemy in their retreat, 
Cortes immediately ſuſpected their deſign, and 


having barely time enough to return to his quarter, | 


before night, he began his retreat, after having ſet 
fire to ſome houſes from which he had ſuſtained 
ſome damage in his attack. But they had ſcarce 
wheeled about when their ears were ſtartled with 
the diſmal ſound of the ſacred trumpet, which none 


but the prieſts were permitted to blow, and they | 


only on the moſt emergent occaſions, as the imme- 
diate heralds of their gods. The tone was ve- 
hemently loud, ftrong, and diſcordant, inſpiring 
thoſe barbarians with deſperate rage and enthulil- 


tic fury, which firſt broke forth in hideous out- 


cries, and afterwards appeared in the action. An 
incredible number of their choſen warriors, pick- 
ed for the occaſion, attacked the rear which was 


brought up by the Spaniards, and fought with ſuch 


intrepidity, that the fire-arms and croſs-bows had 
no effect upon their courage. Cortes underſtand: 
ing the misfortune of the ditch, endeavoured to 
form his battalions, but found the taſk impracti- 
cable, becauſe the confederates, who being in the 
front, firſt arrived at the ditch, threw themſelves 
into it, with ſuch confuſion, that his orders were 
either not heard or neglected. Some got over to 
the cauſeway in the brigantine and canoes, but a 
much greater number plunged into the water, 
where they were deſtroyed by whole compenis 
of Mexican ſwimmers. As for the general, who 
was left with ſome of his own people to maintain 
the fight, his horſe was killed under bim with al- 
rows, and captain Franciſco de Guzman alignting 
to accommodate him, was taken priſoner, * 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 169 
| any poſſibility of being reſcued. At length he was 
taken on board of the brigantines, and returned to 
| his quarters, wounded and extremely mortified, 
notwithſtanding the great ſlaughter he had made 
among the Mexicans; for a thouſand Tlaſcalans 
were killed in the action, above forty Spaniards 
| were taken alive, and of thoſe that remained, ſcarce 
one had eſcaped unwounded,. 
Sandoval and Alvarado, who entered the cit 
by different ways at the ſame time, met with al- 
moſt the ſame ſucceſs. They gained bridges, filled 
| up ditches, deſtroyed houſes, and were ſet upon 
in their retreat; but, as they had not the great 
E ditch in their rear, they did, not loſe above twenty 
8 Spariards, Alderete, ſenſible of his offence, haf- 
tened to the preſence of Cortes, and offered his 
| head as an atonement for his crime; but, as it was 
no time to make ſuch examples of ſeverity, his pu- 
niſhment was limited to a very ſharp reprimand. 
The operations of war were ſuſpended, and the 
ſiege turned to a blockade, until the wounds of the 
| ſoldiers could be cured, and ſome new plan con- 
8 certed for annoying the enemy. | 
The Mexicans celebrated their victory with 
great rejoicings ; all the temples of the city were 
illuminated, and that which was dedicated to the 
god of war reſounded with the notes of military 
inſtruments, accompanying the ſacrifice of thoſe 
miſerable Spaniards who were taken alive. The 
motions of the Mexicans were diſtinctly perceived 
from the quarters, and ſome ſoldiers went ſo far 
as to affirm, they could diſtinguiſh the voices and 
knew the particular victims: a diſmal ſpectacle ! 
| at which Cortes himſelf could not help ſhedding 
| tears; and his officers followed his example, A 
little before day-break, the enemy, elevated with . 
their good fortune, advanced by the three cauſe- 
Ways, to beat up the quarters and ſet fire to the 
VOL. th LE: ._- nee 
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three brigantines; but the ſame infernal trumpet 


by which they were inſpired, gave notice of their 
approach, and they were ſoon repulſed by the ar- 
tillery. Next day, Guatimozin gave out among 
his own people, that Cortes had been killed in 
his retreat on the cauſeway; he ſent the heads of 
the ſacrificed Spaniards to the neighbouring towns 
as tokens of his victory, which might confirm thoſe 
that wavered, and induce others to return to their 
obedience : and, laſtly, he circulated a report, 
that the god of war being appeaſed by thoſe vie- 
tims, had declared, in an intellizible voice, that in 
eight days the enemies of the Mexicans ſhould in- 
fallibly periſh. This menace being communicated, 
by means of his emiſſaries, to the confederate A 


dians, they were ſo terrified at the preciſe limita- | 


tion of the time aſſigned for their deſtruction, that 
they reſolved to quit the army; and, during the 
firſt three nights, almoſt all the 1755 abandoned 
their quarters, except their chief officers, who 1a 
lued their lives I:{ than their honour. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


The Spaniards enter and make a lidgment in the city; 


the emperor and his conſort are ſeized in attempt- 
ing to eſcape; the city ſurrenders to Cortes ; and 


the whale empire of Mexico acknowledges the king 


of Spain's ſauere gn. | - | s 


ORTES, alarmed at this circumſtance, im- 


mediately ſent the Indian commanders to 
ſtop the fugitives until the eight days ſhould be 


elapſed, that they might be convinced of the im- 


poſture; and when that term expired, they be- 


came ſenſible of the falſhood of the oracle, and 


returned to their duty with freſh vigour and re- 


ſolution, At the ſame time new levies came from 
Tezeuco, a ſtrong reinforcement arrived from 'T laf- 


cala, and ſeveral nations which had hitherto obſerv- 
ed a neutrality, induced by the greatneſs of the 
enterprize and the diſtreſs of Mexico, declared for 
the Spaniards; ſo that, in a few days after the ter- 


rible dilemma to which he was reduced, Cortes 


found himſelf at the head of two hundred thou- 
ſand fighting men. Mean while the Mexicans were 
not idle, but made frequent attacks both by day 
and by night upon the quarters, from which how- 
ever they were conſtantly repulſed with great loſs ; 
and the general being informed that diſcontents 
prevailed in the city, in conſequence of the famine, 


by which great numbers periſhed, he reſolved to 


proceed again to action, left the zeal or courage 
of his confederates ſhould abate; and, as his troops 
had ſuffered ſo much in retreating, it was agreed 
that the commander of each attack ſhould keep his 
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round, and penetrate as far as the great ſquare 
of Tlateleuco, where the three bodies propoſed to 
join, and fortify themſelves, in order to act as oc- 
caſion ſhould require, 

This plan being approved by his officers, the 
general made proviſion of bread, water, and other 
neceſſaries for the ſubſiſtence of the troops in Mexi. 
co; and ſtrong garriſons being left in the quarters 
and place of arms, Alvarado and Sandoval began 
their march by day-break from Tacuba to Tapea- 


quilla, while Cortes advanced from Cuyocan with 


the body of troops commanded by Olid, and the 
brigantines and canoes were diſtributed ſo as to 
ſupport the three attacks. They found the cauſe- 


ways in a poſture of defence, the bridges drawn 


up, the ditches cleared, and the barricadoes de. 
fended by enormous multitudes of the enemy; but 
theſe difficulties were ſurmounted as formerly, and 
the three captains much about the ſame time enter- 
ed the city, where they fortified themſelves as well 
as they could with the ruins of the houſes, ſo as 
to effect a lodgment for the night. This new me- 
thod of proceeding broke all the meaſures which 
the Mexicans had taken to charge them in the ie. 
treat, and filled the whole city with terror and 
| conſternation. A council was immediately con- 
vened at the palace of Guatimozin, where it was 
reſolved to make their utmoſt efforts to diſlodge 
the Spaniards ; and their army being divided into 
three bodies, advanced to the attack in the dawn 
of the morning; but, preparations having been 
made for their reception, they no ſooner approach- 
ed than the artillery began to play with ſuch exe- 
cution as put a ſtop to their carreer, and the Spa- 
niards attacking in their turn, they were ſoon rout- 
ed and diſperſed, and the quarters bettered for the 


enſuing night, Yet the aſlailants had manifold 
difficulties 


| 
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difficulties to encounter; for they were obliged, 
as they advanced, to deſtroy houſes, level works, 
and fill up the trenches which were cut acroſs 
every ſtreet : and, notwithſtanding. theſe obſtructi- 
ons, in leſs than four days all the three leaders 
came in fight of the Tlateleuco. - = 
Alvarado was the firſt who arrived at this ſpa- 
cious ſquare, where the enemy, whom he had dri- 


ven before him, endeavoured to make a ftand;_ 


but, before they could be drawn up in order, he 
fell upon them with ſuch fury, that they abandon- 
ed the ground, and retired in great confuſion into 
the ſtreets on the oppoſite ſide, Perceiving at a 
ſmall diſtance a very large temple, the towers of 
which were poſſeſſed by the enemy, he detached 
ſome companies to take poſſeſſion of that poſt, 
which would ſecure his rear, and this ſervice be- 


| ing performed almoſt without oppoſition, he. or- 


dered a ſmoke to be made upon the top as a ſignal 
of his ſucceſs, and drew up his troops in one body 
to make a proper lodgment. It was not long be- 
fore he was joined by Cortes and Olid, who ad- 
vanced by another avenue, driving a throng of 
Mexicans before them into the ſquare, who fall- 
ing upon Alvarado's battalion, were cut in pieces : 
and the ſame miſerable fate attended thoſe who 


were driven by the third diviſion under Gonzalo de 


Sandoval. The enemy perceiving the whole force 
of the Spaniards thus united, ran away with the 
utmoſt precipitation to defend the perſon of their 
prince; and their retreat gave Cortes an opportu- 
nity to lodge himſelf to the beſt advantage, with- 
out interruption. Some companies were poſted in 
the adjacent ſtreets, to ſecure his quarters from 
inſults ; the brigantines and canoes were ordered 
to cruiſe along the three cauſeways, and ſend him 
notice of every thing ta occur; and the 

a I 3 con- 
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174 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
confederate Indians were employed in clearing the 
ſquare from the dead bodies, ſome of which they 
devoured, in ſpite of all the precautions that coy 
be taken to prevent ſuch abominable banquets, 
| At night, ſeveral parties of wretched peaſants, 
half dead with hunger, came to ſurrender them- 
ſelves; and tho' the general knew they were diſ. 
miſſed by the enemy as uſeleſs mouths, he ordered 
them to be fed and releaſed, that they might ſeek 
their livelihood in the country. Next morning, | 
all the ſtreets within the enemy's diſtrict were filled 
with armed men, in order to cover thoſe who work. 
ed upon the fortifications, which they were raiſing 
-as their ultimate retreat: and Hernan ſuſpended 
the attack he had meditated, becauſe they did not 
proceed to hoſtilities; reſolving to try, once more, 
if they would accept of terms ef accommodation, | 
now that they ſaw him ſo advantageouſly polled 
in the very heart of their city. For this purpoſe, 
he (ent four of the principal priſoners with a mel- 
ſage to Guatimozin, who with his miniſters and 
nobility had retired to a ſpacious angle of the city, 
the greateſt part of which bordered upon the lake, 
and the reſt, which was at no great diſtance from 
the great ſquare of Tlateleuco, he had fortified 
with ſtrong bulwarks and deep ditches filled with 
water. Cortes, in the morning after he had ſent 
the meſſage, advanced to reconnoitre theſe forti- 
fications, which were covered with an incredible 
number of armed men, who nevertheleſs, made 
no motion towards an engagement, but pointed 
their weapons downwards, in ſignal of truce, Yet, 
in order to perſuade the Spaniards that their deſire 

of peace could not proceed from their neceſſities, 
they affected to fit upon the works at victuals, and 
threw cakes of maiz among the common people; 
while their champions, from time to time, fallied 
forth, and challenged the Spaniards to ſingle com: 


Abe 
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pat. One of theſe advanced near the place where 
the general ſtood; and, by his ornaments, ſeemed 
to be a perſon of diſtinction: he was armed with 
2 ſword and buckler that belonged to one of the 
Spaniards whom they had facrificed, and perſiſted 
in his defiance with ſuch- arrogance as provoked 
the indignation of Cortes, who ordered the inter- 
preter to tell him, that if he would bring ten others 
like himſelf, that Spaniard (pointing to his own 
page) ſhould have leave to engage them all at once. 
The page, who name was Juan Nunez de Mer- 
cado, a youth about ſeventeen, thinking his ho- 
nour was concerned, as the general had mentioned 
his name upon this occaſion, ſtole away from the 
croud, and leaping over the ditch, attacked the 
challenger in fight of both armies. He received 
the firſt blow of the Mexican upon his ſhield ; and, 
at the ſame time, gave him ſuch a vigorous thruſt 
as laid the champion dead upon the ſpot ; then ſeiz- 
ing his ſword and buckler, returned and laid them 
at the feet of Cortes, who was ſo pleaſed with this 
early proof of his valour, that he embraced him 
with great tenderneſs, and, with his own hands, 
girded upon him the weapon he had ſo gallantly 

won. 5 2 | 

I be ſuſpenſion of arms laſted three or four days, 
during which Guatimozin held ſeveral councils to 
deliberate upon the overtures of peace which 
Cortes had made; but the prieſts oppoſed them 
ſo ſtrenuouſly, that after obſtinate debates, it was 
reſolved to renew hoſtilities and proſecute the war ; 
and in the mean time, the emperor gave orders, 
that all the piraguas and canoes ſhould retire to a 
kind of bay made by the Jake in that part of the 
city, that they might be ready to ſecure his retreat, 
in caſe he ſhould be driven to extremity. This 
order was inftantly obeyed, and as an infinite 
number of thoſe veſſels were ſeen making towards 
I 4 „ 


. % 


176 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
that bay, Cortes ſuꝙpected their deſign, and ap- 


pointed Gonzalo de Sandoval commander in chief 


of all the brigantines, giving him inſtructions t9 
ſurround the bay at a diſtance, and keep a watch. 
ful eye upon the enemy's motions. Then he ad- 
vanced with his troops towards their fortifications, 
and the Mexicans no ſooner ſaw the van-guard ap. 
proach, than they ſignified the breach of the truce 


by their hoſtile cries, and prepared for a vigorous | 


defence; but when they ſaw. the havock made by 
the cannon in their bulwarks, which they had ſup- 


| poſed impregnable, their hearts began to fail them, ZE 


and in all probability, they ſent notice of their 
danger to Guatimozin ; for, in a little time, they 
made ſigns of demanding a parley, by hanging 
out white clotks and repeating the word Peace. 
When they were given to underſt and, by the in- 
terpreters, that whoever had any propoſals to ol. 
fer, might approach with ſafety, three or four 
perſons of note appeared oh the farther fide of 
the ditch, and told Cortes they were appointed by 
the emperor to come and receive his propolals 
towards an accommodation. The general afſured 
them, that he ſincesely withed for peace; and ® 
affairs of that nxture could not. be ſo ſpeedily 
tranſacted by deputies, he defired that their prince 
might come and treat in perſon, and 1. the mean 
time he would cauſe hoſtilities to reaſe. The am: 
baſſadors retired with this anſwer, and in tht 
evening returned with a meſlage, importing that 
Guatimozin would come in perſon next day, witl 
his counſellors and attendants, in order to put! 


Gniſhing ftroke to the treaty z but, at the appointed i 


time, the deputies came back, and pretended that 
an unforeſeen accident had prevented the empert 
from keeping his word, and that he could not p0j- 
ſibly come till to-morrow :' the conference was 2 


terwards delayed, on pretence of adjuſting certain 
— | previous 
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previous ceremonies ; and, in a word, their inten- 
tion was to amuſe the Spaniards until their mo- 
narch's eſcape or retreat ſhould be accomplithed, 
At length, Cortes began to ſuſpect their ſincerity, 
and told them that if they did not come to a reſo- 
Jution within a certain time, he would proſecute 
the war with the utmoſt rigour ; but before the 
term was quite expired, Gonzalo de Sandoval, who 
commanded the fleet, diſcovered, at the dawn of 
day, great multitudes embarking on board of the 
canoes, and having ſent immediate notice of this 
armament to Cortes, he advanced towards them 
with his brigantines. They conſiſted of all the 
E nobility and principal citizens, who were reſolved 
to make their laſt efforts againſt the brigantines, ſo 
as to employ them fully until the emperor ſhould 
have made his retreat; and accordingly they at- 
# tacked the Spaniards furiouſly, without being dif- 
mayed at the havoc which was made among them 
W by the artillery, In the very hotteſt of this en- 
gegement, Sandoval perceived fix or ſeven pita- 
& guas rowing from the fartheſt part of the bay with 


E the utmoſt ſpeed, and forthwith ordered captain 


Garcia de Holguin to give them chaſe with his 
brigantine, which was a prime ſailor. It was not 
long before this alert officer came up with the 
boremoſt piragua, which when he was going to at- 
W tack, the Mexicans ceaſed rowing, and hailing the 
W 0: igantine, deſired the captain would not fire, be- 
aufe the emperor was on bord. This declara- 
lion being interpreted by one of the Spaniih fol- 
Jiers who had learned a ſmattering of the lan- 
WT £v2ge, Holguin, and ſome of his men, leaped into 
dhe piragua to ſecure the prize, and Guatimozin 
adrancing to bim, ſaid, © I am your prifoner, and 
WE ill obey you in all things: all the favour I aſk 
, that ſome regard may be had to the honour 
of the empreſs, my conſort, and her female at- 


. „ tendants. 
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1798 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 
i “ tendants.” So ſaying, he handed that Princeſs 
mto the brigantine, and perceiving Holguin in 

ſome concern about the other piraguas, he told 

him he needed not give himſelf any concern about 

bis followers, for, they would all come and die at 

the feet of their ſovereign. Accordingly, he made 

a certain ſignal, at fight of which the Mexicans 
dropped their weapons, and followed the brigan- 

| 5 tine with the moſt ſubmiſſive obedience. Phe nos 
1 bility on board of the canoes-which were fo hot] 
engaged with Sandoval, no ſooner heard of their 
prince's misfortune, than they began to utter 2 
diſmal yell of lamentation, ſurrendered to the Spa- 
niards without further reſiſtance, and begged to 

be taken on board of the brigantines, that they 
might ſhare the fortune of their emperor. As for 
Holguin, he no ſooner made Guatimozin priſoner, 

than he diſpatched a canoe to Cortes, with an ac- 
count of his ſucceſs, which he likewiſe communi» 

> cated to Sandoval as he paſſed, without bearing 
down too near him, left he ſhould order him to 
bring his priſoner on board. While theſe things 
were tranſacted on the lake, the general was em- 
ployed in attacking the wooden fortifications, which 

the Mexicans defended with extraordinary courage 

and reſolution, until they were informed by the 
centinel-, that the piraguas were taken, when they 
ſuddenly retired in confuſion, overwhelmed with 
fear, aſtoniſhment, and deſpair. 
That very inſtant, the meſſenger ſent by Hd 

gain arrived, and gave Cortes an account of whit| 
bad happened ; in conſequence of. which, the 
troops were ordered to keep their ground witho 
advancing, till further inſtructions ; and two com- 
panics of Spaniards were ſent to the landing- place, 

to guard the royal priſoner, whom the general in 


perion received at a little diſtance from the qua: 
| teth 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 17 
ters, with great courteſy and reſpect, which th 
emperor returned by ſigns and geſticulations. 

When they arrived at the quarters, Guatimozin 
and his empreſs, went in firſt and ſeated themſelves; _ 
but the prince ſeeming to recollect himſelf, roſe 

up again and deſired Cortes to take his place: be- 

ing prevailed upon to reaſſume his ſeat, he addreſſed 
himſelf to the general in words to this effect. 
«© Valiant and renowned chief, why do not you 
© draw that ſword and take away my life? priſon- 
© ers of my rank are a burthen to the conque- 
« ror : diſpatch me then, without delay, that I 
« may have the honour of dying by your hand, 
ce ſince I have not been ſo happy as to fall in the 
« defence of my country.” Here he could not 
help burſting into tears, while the empreſs wept 
bitterly z and Cortes, whoſe heart melted with 
compaſſion, could ſcarce refrain from following 
their example. In order to alleviate their ſorrow, 
he told him he was priſoner to one of the molt 
powerful monarchs of the univerſe, from whoſe 
royal clemency he might hope not only to regain 
bis liberty, but even his empire; and that, in the 
mean time, until that monarch's pleaſure ſhould be 
known, he ſhould be treated with all the reſpect. 
due to the emperor of Mexico. 

Guatimozin was about the age of twenty-four, 
tall, robuſt, extremely well proportioned, and of 
| 3 Complexion ſo fair, that, among his countrymen, 
be looked like a native of a different climate: his 
| countenance was lofty, and commanded reſpect, 
his diſpoſition was martial, and his bravery had 
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u failed him to the throne. The empreſs, who was 
„about the ſame age, had a commanding aſpect and 
WW ©2iity of deportment which attracted the eye, and 
un pired reſpect and veneration, though her beauty 


Vas rather maſculine than agreeable. Cortes un- 
erſtanding ſhe was niece to Motezuma, renewed 
I 6 | his 
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- 


his tenders of ſervice with great cordiality on that 
account; but, as he thought it was neceſſary to 
reduce that part of the city which was ſtill in the 
enemy's poſſeſſion, he took leave of his priſoners, 
whom he left to the care of Sandoval, and went 


out to give orders for another attack. 


Guatimozin gueſſing the cauſe of his abrupt 
departure, deſired to ſpeak with him, and when 
| he came back, conjured him to ſpate his unhappy 
| ſubjects, who would ſurrender peaceab]y whenever 
they ſhould be informed of his captivity : he there- 
fore earneſtly begged that one of his own miniſter; 
might accompany Cortes, and command the Mexi- 
cans, in the name of their prince, to obey the Spa- 
niſh general; and this order they no ſooner receiu- 


ed, than they threw down their arms and ſubmitted, 


They were permitted to march out, without arms 


or baggage, and they forthwith took the advantage 


of this permiſſion, retiring tumultuouſly in ſuch 
multitudes, that the Spaniards were amazed at the 
numbers of armed men who remained after ſo ma- 
ny defeats, and ſuch repeated carnage. 

When the troops of Cortes took poſſeſſion of 
the places they bad evacuated, nothing but objects 
of horror and compaſſion met their view. T hey 
found a vaſt number of miſerable wretches lying 
ſick and wounded, calling upon death to releaſe 
them from their tortures; and ſaw whole courts 
and houſes filled with dead bodies of men of note, 
who had been flain in battle, and were kept until 
their funeral obſequies could be celebrated: from 
theſe charnel-houſes, iſſued ſuch a noiſome ſtench 
as even threatened the air with infection, and ob- 
liged Cortes to tae immediate meaſures for pre- 
venting a peſtilence, by ordering the bodies to be 
interred. Until this contagious nuſance could be 
removed, he retired with his priſoners to Cuyocan, 


aſter having aſſigned quarters to Sandoval and Al- 
varado, 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 18x 
yarado, who ſuperintended the cleanſing of Mexi- 
co; and this diſagreeable duty being performed 
in a few days, he returned to the city, the intire 
reduction of which happened on the 13th of 
Auguſt, in the year 1521, after a ſiege that laſted 
ninety-three days. Guatimozin being taken, and 
the capital of that vaſt empire ſubdued, the tribu- 
tary princes came in to do homage to the conque- 
ror, and their example was followed by all the 
petty caciques of the circumjacent diftricts ; - ſo 
that, in a ſhort time, the king of Spain was uni- 
verſally acknowledged ſovereign of all thoſe rich 
and fertile dominions. 
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| The DisCoVERY and ConQUuEsST 
of PE Ru, by FRANCISPIZARRO-/ 


CHAP. I 


Pizarro's parentage ; his firſt appearante in liſe; 
raiſes himſelf by his own. abilities; ſerves under 
Balboa with ſucceſs; acquires an eaſy fortune; 
tempted to join Almagro and de Luques in purſuit of” 
new diſcoveries; Almagro's birth ; they fit out a 
veſſel, and proceed to Port Pines; have ſome ſeir- 
mifhes with the natives, and news of vaſt treaſure, 
but are greatly diſtreſſed; their deſign very near 
ruin; all their men defert except fourteen.” 


\T Otwithſtanding ſome Spaniſh writers have 
; affirmed that Francis Pizarro, to whoſe 
= valour and perſeverance Spain owes the reduction 
of Peru, was a nobleman by birth, we are told 
| dy others, with more ſhew of reaſon, and ſtronger 
proof, that he was the illegitimate ſon of Gonzalo 
Pizarro, an officer at Truxillo, a town in Eſtre- 
madura, who at firſt expoſed him as a foundling at 
the door of the church; but being diſcovered to be 
the father, was obliged to take him under his own 
care, which he did; fulfilling, however, the duty b 
of a parent very indifferently ; giving him no man- 1 
ner of education, and ſetting him to keep his hogs, "| 
an employment in which he ſpent great part of his 
boyiſh days. e | 8 
Having an innate. impulſe that taught him, he 1 
IF Knew not why, to look with contempt on his oc- TH 
= cCupation, and prompted him to actien, he ran ] 
Z ” away 
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away from the herd, and got on board a fleet 
bound for the Welt-Indies, where he was ſoon 
taken notice of for his prudence, aſſiduity, and 
ready wit, ſo that he raiſed himſelf from the 
meaneſt offices to a commiſſion, and having ſerved 


with honour in Hiſpaniola and Cuba, he accompa- 
nied Hojeda to the gulph of Darien, by whom he 
was left to govern, in his abſence, a colony, which 
he ſettled there. 


Pizarro afterwards ſerved under Vaſquez Nunez 


de Balboa, and acquired the character of a ſkilful, 


brave, and intrepid officer. He ſettled at Panama 


on its being firſt built, and as he had gained a 


conſiderable fortune, ſeemed entirely diſpoſed to a 
life of eaſe and enjoyment; from which he was 
ſoon, diverted by the thirſt of glory, and, per- 
haps, an intermingled deſite of increaſing his poſ- 
ſeſhons, | | ES 

In the beginning of the ſixteenth century, the 
Pinſons had diſcovered Brazil, on the eaſtern: coaſt. 
of South America, but no diſcoveries had been 
hitherto made to the weſtward of it, when Pi- 


zarro, ſpirited up by Almagro, an adventurer of 


whom we ſhall ſpeak more largely hereafter, en- 
tered into partnerſhip with him and Ferdinand de 
Luques, a rich ſchool-maſter ſettled at Panama, to 
purſue the enquiries ſet on foot by Nunez de Balboa 


for that purpoſe. 


Pizarro and Diego de Almagro were to ſet fail 
on this expedition in a fleet fitted out at their own. 
charge; and, in caſe of any new diſcoveries, the 
former was to keep poſſeſſion of the place, while 
the latter was to return to Panama, to procure fe- 
cruits and other neceſſaries; which Ferdinand w-5 
to prepare and have in as much readineſs for them as 
poſſible, acting in quality of their agent; nor indeed 
was either of the other two ſo well adapted to this 


employment, he being not only the oldeſt ge mm 
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| richeſt of the three, reckoned worth a good ſum of 
| ready money, beſides a conſiderable eſtate, and be- 
ing ſole proprietor of the iſland of Tobago, in the 
bay of Panama, 5 Fo 
Diego took his name of Almagro, from a town 
in the province of Caſtile in Old Spain, where he 
was found, when an infant, in the ſtreet; ſo that it 
never was known who had given him birth : his 
education was very indifferent; his riſe in life was 
owing entirely to the ſtrength of his natural parts; 
and he had a ſoul formed for great undertakings. _ 
The intentions of theſe three partners were 
looked upon by the common herd of mankind, 
whoſe notions, groveling and confined, cannot 
ſtretch the heights of glory, as romantic and im- 
poſſible ; and ſuch as muſt certainly end in their de- 
ſtruction. 5 5 
However, ſuperior to vulgar ſuggeſtions, or to 
common opinions, they perſiſted in their deſigns, 
entering into articles never to abandon one another 
upon any account whatever, promiſing that neither 
danger nor diſappointment ſhould detach them 
from their enterprize; and to ſhare, without the 
leaſt reſerve, equal parcels of whatever wealth they 
ſhould obtain; having firſt deducted the emperor's 
dues and all contingent charges, 1 
There was ſomething extremely ſingular as well 
as ſolemn in their manner of ratifying theſe arti- 
cles; Pizarro and Almagro publickly aſſiſted at a 
high maſs, celebrated by Ferdinand de Luques, he 
being a prieſt, who having broken the conſecrated 
hoſt into three parts, took the firſt himſelf, and 
adminiſtered the reſt to them, thereby ſignifying 
that they ſhould purſue their preſent project with 
no leſs eagerneſs than if their eternal happineſs de- 
pended on it, | | 
They found it no diflicult matter to obtain the 
ſanction of Don Pedro de Arias, otherwiſe Perra- 
| TY rias, 
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rias, governor of Panama, to their agreement, 
Who looked upon ſuch an attempt in three privy 
ſubjects as wild and viſionary ; for two or three ex. 
peditions, of which he himſelf had been the pro. 
moter, having failed, he could not think it poſh} 
for them to ſucceed ; however, in caſe they did, h 
relied upon his own rank and authority for transſe 
ing the ſweets of their labour to himſelf, which i: I 
would not have ſcrupled doing, being proud, un 
Juſt, cruel, and immoderately avaritious; and i WW 
_ they miſcarried, which every body judged thy | 
would, it could be no manner of diſappointment 
diſadvantage to him. However, he neither reaped the 
advantages of their voyage, nor was he gratifid 
with the news of their miſcarriage, being ſoon ab 
ter this removed from his government. 
Having collected ſuch people as had been con. 
. cerned with Balboa in his expeditions, and pur- 
chaſed a new ſhip built alſo by him, Pizarro ent 
barked about the middle of November, 1524, to- 
ether with one hundred and fourteen men, officer 
included, the moſt inconſiderable body that ever 
gdared fo vaſt an underteking. NV 
From Panama he ſailed to the Pearl iſlands, in 
the midſt of the bay, where he took in wood, 
water, and hay for his horſes, having four along 
with him; horſes being a valuable and ſcarce 
\ commodity then, in that part of the world. 
Thence he proceeded about a hundred leagues to 
the ſouthward, and landed at Port Pinas, upon the 
continent; but the inhabitants having fled up the 
country, which appeared to be nothing but bogs 
and mountains over run with wood, without any 
proſpect of proviſion, Pizarro ran farther down 
the coaſt, but did not find the proſpect improve; 
beſides, the rainy ſeaſon coming on faſt, and his 
men beginning to ſicken through fatigue, and wank 
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el proper aliment, he ſent his ſhip for proviſionsto 
me ſite of Pens. oo RO 
| Tn the mean time he was joined by Almagro and 
ſixty recruits ; when, notwithſtanding the badneſs 
of the climate, and unhealthineſs of the ſoil, they 
landed in conjunction, and had many encounters 
with the natives, in one of which Almagro loſt an 
eye; when happening to meet with gold to the 
E value of fourteen or fifteen thouſand crowns, they 
E recovered their ſpirits a little, reſolving at all ha- 
zards to purſue their project; in which they were 
| encouraged by their pilot, who had, during the 
time of their being on ſhore, ran down as far as 
cape Paſſoro, where he ſeized ſome priſoners, who 
| had given him a moſt tempting deſcription of the 
riches of the country whither they intended. But 
for the preſent, this deſcription was but the thirſt 
of Tantalus; fince, though ſo nigh theſe treaſures, 
they could not at any rate approach them, provi- 
ſions being exhauſted, money ſhort, and many of 
their beſt hands much out of order; beſides, Pi- 
arro had ſent Almagro to Panama with what gold 
2 had taken, to purchaſe proviſions and neceſ- 
aries. 0 | 

Here he was joined by about forty recruits, and 
having bought up ſome horſes, arms, cloaths, ſhoes, 
proviſions, and medicines, he returned to Pizarro, 
whoſe ſituation was almoſt miſerable ; the greater 
part of Fis men being eithe! ſick or dead. How- 
ever, they removed from this und holeſome place to 
the iſle of Gallo; where having ſtaid about fifteen 
days, they ran ſtill farther ſouth along the coaſt, 
and found the weather continue ſo bad, and the 
country ſo much under water, that even the daunt- 
leſ Pizarro began to deſpair of ſucceeding. - 

Affairs wore ſo indifferent a face, that the two 


commanders were near coming to an open breach, 
in 
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in a diſpute concerning their purſuing or abandon. 
ing the voyage: however, the former being deter. 
mined, Pizarro, with the remainder: of his men, 
went back to Gallo, there to wait the return gf 
Almagro, who was once more diſpatched for rein. 
forcements to Panama. 

Many of the ſoldiers having deſired to be per. 
mitted to go along with him, it was abſolutely re. 
fuſed ; but notwithſtanding the great care which 
was taken to prevent their forwarding any letters 
ſome of them having threatened to complain to the 
governor, that ſending them on this expedition, 
was devoting them to ſlaughter, a paper ſubſcribe 


by moſt of them, ſetting forth their hardſhips, ad 


deſiring to be recalled, was fo artfully encloſed in 
a bottom of cotton yarn, that it eſcaped the vigi- 
Jance of the officers, and came ſafely to the hands 
of Pedro los Rios, the new governor, Pedrarias 
being lately diiplaced. | 
It was upon this account Almagro was prevented 
from raiſing more recruits, and a ſhip: diſpatched 
to the iſland of Gallo, with a commiſſary on board, 
to bring back ſuch of the men as ſurvived. . The 
arrival of the ſhip was the moſt grievous wound 
Pizarro ever felt; however, he intreated the com- 
miſſary to allow ſuch as choſe it voluntarily, to ſtay 
with him; which being granted, he drew a line 
with the point of his ſword, and endeavoured, in 
the moſt. pathetic terms he could utter, to per. 
ſuade them not to abandon ſo glorious a pro 
ſpect, now they were on the eve of reaping 4 
golden harveſt for their manifold toils 5 ſaying, 
that for his part he ſaw ſuch renown as well 2 
advantage muſt accrue from a little more perſeve- 
Trance, that he was determined never to retreat: 


be declared, he did not mean to take the lzal 


advantage of them, for he would divide equal) 


with them whatever fell into his hands; 3 
a clude 
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cluded with deſiring ſuch as had courage enough to 

| perſiſt, to come over the ſword, But fo ſevere 

bad been the diſtreſſes of theſe poor people, that 

W only thirteen men and a mulatto came over, the 
eeſt embarking with the commiſſary and returning 

to Panama. „ | 
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"CHAP. Il. 
; Pizarro has but a poor proſpect of ſucceſs 3 is joined 


by a few voluntiers, with whom he paſſes the egua- 
tir ; they pick up ſame wealth; Canata ſent to ex- 
amine the country, of which he gives a prodigious 
account ; they are well uſed at Payta ; entertained 
ly a great lady; io whom Pizarro preaches chri- 
ftianity : one of his men goes mad for love of ber; 
returns to Panama; the governor hinders his levy- 
ing men; and he embarks for Spain. 


THE anguiſh and deſpair of Pizarro at being 
thus abandoned, are inexpreſlible ; his pre- 

| ſent proſpect was wild and barren, nor did his fu- 
| ture ſeem better: that his affairs ſhonld amend, 
came ſcarcely within the compaſs of his hope : 

| however, all his grief was inward ; he communi- 
cated his thoughts to nobody; but aſſuming ſome» 
thing of a chearful look, retired with the few dar- 
ing followers of his deſperate fortune to the ifle 
of Gorgona for a ſupply of water; and here he- 
| was joined in a ſhort time by Almagro, with a few 
voluntiers whom he had allured into the ſervice, 

and a pilot. . 

|. With theſe they left Gorgona, and ſailing along 
the coaſt paſſed the equator ; having been two years 
m reaching thirty degrees ſouth latitude, a courſe 
| Which, now that the winds and tides are known, is 
made in as many weeks, However, they picked up 
| x ſeveral 
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ſeveral Indian veſſels in their way, of conſiderable 
value; all which confirmed the moſt ſanguine hopes 


| | 
| | 
they could have entertained of the wealth of the land 
in queſt of which they were bound. ” 1 
And in order to put the truth of theſe reports t 
beyond all doubt, Pizarro choſe Pedro de Candi, . 
a native of the iſle of Candia, whence he took hi; | 
name, a ſenſible, well-ſpoken man, and very ca. 
pable of inſinuating himſelf into the good graces Wi © 
of the Indians, to penetrate as far as he could into 
Tumbez, and from his own obſervations make his b 
report. . | W | 
Pedro effected his commiſſion in a moſt maſterly Wi if 
manner, and returned ſafely to Pizarro with afſuran. WW © 
ces that the country ſurpaſſed what the warmeſt ima. WM * 
gination could ſuggeſt ; that their wealth and ſplen- WW 
dor, to him who had not ſeen it, was incredible, WF © 
The walls of their public buildings, in the con- 
ſtructing which great ingenuity was manifeſted, be- 
ing covered with gold and ſilver. = > 
Pizarro now held a council among his people, f 
in which, after much ſerious deliberation, it vas P 
reſolved that they ſhould return to Panama; where, WW " 
having now received ſufficient aſſurances of the Wl al 
prodigious advantages to be reaped from a propet Ir 
expedition into Peru, it was to be hoped they Wi ſp 
would meet people enough willing to embark in Wi © 
the undertaking, as well as ſupplies, that muſt make 
ſuccels indubitable ; beſides, it was allowed by them WF © 
all, that in their preſent circumſtances they could WF © 
not proceed with the leaſt probability of ſuccels; Wi a 
and that, when properly reinforced, there could not . 
de any fear of their again eflaying the dangers they 6 
bad undergone in this voyage, taught by experience Wi - 
to avoid them. | | . * 
However, they firſt ſailed a few leagues up tte 1 
coaſt, and made Payta, called by Pizarro Sana Bi 4 


Cruz, one of the beſt ports on the Peruvian ** 
| here 
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| here they caſt anchor, and found the natives very 
humane and civil, ready to ſupply them with what- 


ever proviſions they wanted ; for which, in return, 


| they gave them fiſh-hooks, glaſs beads, and other 
tries, The riſing of the ſea forced them to quit 
| ther harbour, leaving one Alphonſo de Molina on 


ſhore ; in ſearch of whom, having coaſted farther ; 
ſouth to no purpoſe, they returned, and he ſoon after 
came on board, in a boat ſuch as they uſe in that 


| country, not unlike a float; telling them he had 
been entertained in a very handſome manner by a 
lady of great eſtimation, who was very deſirous to 


be the ſhip; and ſoon after ſhe ſent other floats 
to pilot them to a ſafer harbour, a little more to 
Ws the northward. 


Pizarro ſent Molina, with three other gentlemen, 
| on ſhore, to compliment this lady, and deſire the 
| favour of ſeeing her on board; in conſequence of 
E which ſhe came along with them, and was received 
| by Pizarro in the moſt elegant manner his circum- 
{ances would admit. She now, in return, invited 
Pizarro to come on ſhore; and tho' he offered to 


wait on her, without any hoſtages, it was what ſhe 


abſolutely refuſed z and next morning ſent twelve 


Indians of ſome quality, who ſtaid on board, in 


W ſpite of Pizarro's remonſtrances, all the time he was 
on ſhore. | „ 
Madam Capillana, ſo was this lady called, re- 
| ceived him, as ſoon as he landed, with a great re- 
W tine, and conducted him to an elegant arbour; 
bere ſhe entertained him at dinner, and after- 
# wards with ſeveral Indian diverſions, which were 
very pleaſing. | | , 
| He thanked her in return for her great civilities, 
and made her a long ſpeech, in which he ſet forth, 
as well as he could, the excellencies of the chri- 
J Ran religion, and. the errors of idolatry ; conclud- 
ing with exhorting her and her attendants to em- 
brace 
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brace the truth, and to ſubmit to, the king of Spain 
who was the moſt powerful king on earth. 
To this diſcourſe the- Indians anſwered in gene. 
ral terms, that they did not know a great dei 
about religion, but were ſatisfied with that cf 
their anceſtors; and as to a ſovereign prince, they 
knew none who ought to command their allegiance} 
but their own lawful inca, ſo they. ſtiled their em. 
peror Guayanacapa. „„ 

After this converſation, the Spaniards retired, 
very well ſatisfied with their reception; and whe 1 
they were about to hoiſt ſail, Alcon, one of the 
57 75 who had accompanied Molina in his em. 
pally to madam Cappillana, having fallen deeply in 
love with her, begged that he might be left behind; 
but that favour being refuſed him, he went ſtark 
mad, fancying himſelf a king, and telling his com. 
panions they were vagabonds and uſurpers, come 
to deprive him of his crown, but he would protect 
it with his ſword ; which be drew, and would ces 
tainly have done ſome miſchief, if the pilot had 
not brought him to the ground with an oar, and 
aſſiſted to chain him down below deck. 

Towards the end of the year 1527 Pizarro re- 
turned to Panama, bringing with him ſeveral pieces 
of gold in the maſs, three Indian boys, whom he in- 
tended to educate for interpreters, and ſome Peruvial Wi 
ſheep, of whoſe ſtrength and make we have take! Wi 
ſome notice in our account of Sir Francis Drake. 

The ſpecimens that he brought with him of the 
riches of the country, and the accounts given If 
him and his people of what they had ſeen, made 
thoſe who had before ridiculed. this expedition ® 
ruincus and abſurd, confeſs their error, and inclin 
to partake of its advantages. But Pizarro bein: 
oppoſed by the new governor in levying men, d 
other preparations for purſuing his ſchemes; and 
finding the ſupport of an authority ſuperior to bs 
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own abſolutely necefſary,. with the conſent 72 Wa 
partners embarked for Old Spain, to ſolicit the pos | 


tection of the emperor, and ſuch powers as were ' 
requiſite for Far IO their ichemes. 


v4 


Pat arrives in 8 3 Is 1 2 Charles V. 
is appointed to govern ſuch diſcoverits. as te ſhall - 
male: is joined by his far brothers, and returns 10 
Pajtama : whence he continues his courſe to St, Mat- 
thew's bay, where he ſuffers greatly for attacking, 

0 oked, the defenceleſs Indiante ſtr ives ſo in- 
. himſc1f with the pe:ple of Tambes ; whom 

9 Nalini dates, and gels vaſt riches e he bu: 2 forts 

and a church + a review of the diu ſions in Peru at 

the time of Pizarro's diſcovering. chat kingd mM. 


E arrived without any memorable accident. 

at Sevil, whence he ſet out for Toledo, at 
| which place Ente V. then held his court; and 
bere Pizarro, having preſented his imperial majelly _ 


with ſome Peruvians dreſſed in their proper habits, 
two or three Peruvian ſheep, and ſome gold and fil 
ver veſſels, the manufacture of the country, met 
with a moſt gracious reception. | 
The emperor having very pleaſedly attended to 


his account of the difficulties he had undergone 


n his ſearch for Peru, referred him for inſtruc- 
tions, to the councit of the Indies, which autho- 
riſed him to proceed in tha congueſt of Peru, as far 
5 two hundred leagues to the, Jouthward of Tum- 
Z. 


He then procured to be corned to bicfelf, by 


an imperial grant, the titles of Sptein. general, lord- 


lieut- nant, and n of Pere bis was ex- 
Vol. I. > 3 
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ptreſsly contrary to his agreement with his partners 
1 E promiſed to procure the ſecond of theſe titles 
for Almagro, and the laſt for his pilot, who had fer. 
ved with great {kill and fidelity: For Ferdinand he 
obtained the title of protector- general of the Peru. 
vians, and the emperor's promiſe of recommending 
him to the pope as a fit perſon to be nominated bi- 
ſhop of Tumbez; of which place Almagro wa 
named governor, with the title of don, and his baſ. 
tard ſon was legitimated. Of the thirteen men who 
Had choſen to remain with Pizarro on the iſland of 
Gallo, on ſuch as were gentlemen was conferred 
the honour of knighthood, and ſuch as were not, 
were raiſed to the rank of gentlemen, 

Theſe commiſſions were made out at Toledo on 
the 26th of July, 1528, to the content of the ad- 
venturer, whom fix Dominican ſriars were ordered 
to attend as miſſioners to Peru; and to the ſatisfac- 


tion of the court of Spain, which was well pleaſed t: 
with the proſpect of annexing another powetful WF v 
empire to its dominions, And it is to be obſerv- WF \ 
ed, that Spain had the peculiar advantage, in her 0 
American conqueſts, of not advancing a finge WF © 
piece of money for the ſervice ; the countries them- WF 
lelves yielding ſufficient to defray every expence, . ©: 
and ſatisfy the utmoſt avarice of the conquerors. cc 
Pizario having ſettled all the affairs that brought WW th 
him into Spain, now paid a viſit to Truxillo, where th 
he was born: here he found his father married s ſe. 
a woman of family, by whom he had three ſons BW /ar 
Ferdinand, Gonſalo, and John; and his mothe,, fol 
who was but a poor country girl, wedded to a fa: to 


mer, by whom ſhe had only one ſon, called Franc Wi th: 
Martin d'Alcantra : theſe four brothers he enliſt Wi 
into his ſervice, and arrived with them, in the the 
month of January, 15 30, at Nombre de Dio Ste 


which is twenty-five leagues north- welt of Pant o 


% 


F 1 4 1 > 1 
7 * 


THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 195 
ma, whither, with all his people, he ſoon came, 
over land. „„ | „ 
Almagro, very much diſſatisfied with Pizarro's 
having engroſſed to himſelf all the honours and au- 
thority that he could, at firft refuſed to aſſiſt him 
any farther in the affair, till Pizarro having promiſ- 
ed to cede the title of lord-lieutenant, and ſome 
other advantages, in his favour, they were ſeeming- 
ly reconciled; though Almagro never truly forgave 
him, as will appear in the ſequel,  _ | 
| Three ſhips being now prepared for the expedi- 
tion, on board of which were an hundred and eighty- 
five ſoldiers, thirty-ſeven horſes, with arms, am- 
munition, &c. Pizarro ſet fail from Panama, but 
wet with the winds as contrary as they had been 
n his former voyage; ſo that finding it impracti- 
cable to keep the ſea longer, with any degree of 
= ſafety, while there were horſes on board, he came 
WW to anchor above an hundred leagues to the north- 
| ward of Tumbez, at a place which they called St. 
= Matthew's bay. Here they landed, and falling up- 
on the natives without any provocation, made many 
ol them priſoners, and plundeied their towns, in 
== which they found vaſt treaſures ; for the poor people, 
being honeſt themſelves, ſuſpeted no deceit, and 
conſequently took no care of hiding any thing from 
them. The Spaniards remitted upwards of thirty 
| thouſand peſoes in gold by the ſhips which were 
W ſent for reinforcements to Panama, together with a 
large parcel of emeralds : ſeveral were loſt by the 
| folly of the people into whoſe hands they fell, who, 
do try if they were as hard as diamonds, pounded 
| them with hammers. | | 
In conſequence of this injudicious behaviour to 
the natives, Pizarro and his men were reduced to 
great extremity for want of proviſions; and many 
| of them conttacted a ſtrange ſort of diſorder, which 
they imputed to the water they drank being poi- 
V | ſoned; 
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2 foned; for their faces and bodies Here on a ſud- 
den covered with warts, that put themto exceſſiye 
Pain, and ſome of them bled to death, when theſe 


wete cut off. As rs | 
Being joined by ſeveral recruits from Almagro, 
and fome Spaniards, who. had been invited hither 
5 by the fame of the riches of the country, from Ni. 
cCaragua, a place very far to the north-weſt of Pa. 
nama, and near the bay of Honduras, he continued 
his march to Pumbez, keeping the ſea all along in 
fight. ph * 3 
As great diſputes ſubſiſted between the people of 
Tumbez and the inhabitants of a neighbouring 
i land called Puna, Pizarro thought to avail him- 
ſelf of their diflenſions, by making*riends of the 
latter; but finding them falſe and diſſembling he 
attacked and ronted them, ſetting at, liberty above 
fix hundred natives of Tumbez,, whom he had de. 
tained priſoners, and among them a perſon of great 
quality : theſe he ſent home, conducted by three 
of his people; and, in confequence of this civility, 
exceed to have found the Tumbezenes his friends, 
Hm he was ſtrangely deceived ; for the firſt of his 
dat afterwards fell into their hands, they ties. 
e murdered, However, the landing of ſome 
t borſe and artillery among them, ſoon pu 
eee into confuſion ; for they: fled wherever the 
paniards agvanced, who zt length were left en- 
—* wrcly maſlers of the valley of Tumbez, where the 
piles of treaſure which they found were almoſt in- 
credivle ;- baving poſſeſſion not only of the incas 
palive, but of the temple of the fun, where gold, 
lle, pearls, emeralds, and other rich ſpoils, 1 
in unemerable heaps. : T3 | 
So wreat a conſternation did the noiſe of the ord- 
pauce,-and. the appearance of the horſes, ſpread 
am ng the f.gitives, that they declared, if the dp 
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THE CONQUEST OF PERU NT 
niards were not gods, they muſt be devils ;:k not 
being in the power, of man to oppoſe them. 
Nor did Pizarro neglect to make a proper uſe of 
the terrors his preſence had infuſed, reſolving to puth 
his preſent advantages to the utmott ; however, he 
defe:red this a little while till he had erected a fort, 

to which he might, in caſe of any emergency, eſcape, 
and in which the recruits he expected might qua- 
ter. He built one accordingly, on the ſea-coaſt, 

to which he gave the name of St. Michael; this 
was in the year 1531. It was the firſt Spaniſh co- 
lony planted in Peru; and a church being raiſed 
there at the ſame time, father Ferdinand de Lu- 
ques being rendered incapable, through indiſpoſi- 
tion, of falfilling that office, F. Reginald de Pe- 
draga was conſtituted protector of the Indies. | [i 
A ſettlement of this ſort was certainly muß, 
wanted ; and there was no place on the whole couſt | 

ſo properly ſituated for the purpoſe, as that chulen 

by Pizarro. g aro ; 

His next ſtep was equally prudent, diſintereſted, 

and ſpiriting ; for he made an equal diviſion of ail 

the gold and filver in his cuſtody among bis men, 

giving notes for it, payable at Panama, to ſuch as 

were to accompany bim; and to thoſe who were to 

remain behind in the new colony, delivering their 

thares, without abatemerit, to enable them to pur- 
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ſue their different occupations.” © V 
It was plain that he could not maintain bis 
footing in this territory by force; and yet from his 
erecting and fortifying a town, as well as obliging 
the neighbouring natives to acknowledge the Spa- 
niards as maſters, it was evident he reſolved to de- 
fend it. . : | 
Nothing lays a kingdom open to invaſion, or 
contributes to weaken it, ſo much as inteſtine jars 
and this was the caſe in Peru, when Pizarro invaded 
| 6-43 : air” = 1:00 
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it. It will not be amiſs to take a view, at leaft 3 


fight one, of the affairs of the kingdom at that time. 
All accounts agree in telling us, that few princes 


who ever filled the throne of Peru excelled in vir. 


tues the late inca, or emperor, called by ſome Spa. 
niſh writers Guayanacapa, and by others Guayana- 
cava: he was generous, valiant, and humane : nor 


| was his good fortune beneath his deſerts; he was 


generally ſucceſsful in his undertakings, having 
made feveral conſiderable additions to his crown, 
particularly that of a province called Quito ; to 


confirm his title to which, he married the daugh- 


ter of the late ſovereign of that country, by whom 


he had a ſon called Athuallpa, or by ſome Spaniſh 


authors, Atabaliba; to whom, on his death- bed, 
he bequeathed the crown of Quito, as being inde- 
pendent of the inca's dominions, and deſcending 
to him in the right of his mother. 55 
Hueſcar, the eldeſt fon of Guayanacapa, ſucceed- 
ing to the hereditary dominions of his father, in- 
ſiſted upon Atabaliba's ſurrendering the kingdom 
of Quito, promiſing to aſſign him an equivalent 
elſewhere; which the other abſolutely refuſed, of- 
fering, however, to pay him homage for the crown, 
though it was his own, not only by right of birth, 
but by the tenor of his father's will ; but his offer 
In conſequence of this diſpute, armies were raiſ- 
ed on each ſide, and thoſe very formidable ones, 


between which an engagement enſued, that laſted, 


with great and repeated ſlaughter, for upwards of 
three days; the forces of Atabaliba being at length 
defeated, and he himſelf taken and impriſoned: 
however, while his guards were immerſed in fe- 
Joicing and revelry, ſubſequent to their victory, he 
found means of breaking a hole through the wall of 
the houſe wherein he was confined, by which he 


made his eſcape, and preſented himſelf once again Wi 
| | among 
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among his people ; telling them, that by an immor- 


| tal affiſtance he had been changed into a ſerpent, _ 


and under that form had evaded the vigilance of his 
keepers. x % ĩ Tn 
The report of this miracle was ſoon ſpread 
among the natives of Quito, and had ſuch an effect 
upon them (for ſuperſtition and credulity was never 
any where more firmly rooted) that every body 
took up arms in his defence, and he ſoon ſaw him- 
ſelf maſter of a body of forces much more conſi- 
derable than ever, wherewith he marched againſt 
his brother, who, he was informed, was on the 


road to ſeek him with a moſt powerful army. This 


report induced him to ſend two of his beſt generals, 
with ſome light armed troops, to reconnoitre Hu- 


eſcar's ſtrength; and theſe, as they drew near his 


. 


camp, were obliged to ſtrike out of the high road, 


to avoid being diſcovered. _ Es 
 Hueſcar, to ſhun the noiſe and buſtle of his ar- 


my, happened, unluckily for him, with ſome of | 


his chief courtiers and principal officers, to have 
taken the ſame road; when Atabaliba's men per- 
ceiving the royal ſtandard, and gueſſing the true 
ſtate of the caſe, reſolved now to make a bold puſh 


for concluding the war: wherefore they marched 


down, ſurprized, and routed this body of troops, 
and took the inca himſelf priſoner ; who would have 
been ſoon ſet at liberty by his main army, had he 
not been obliged” to order it to retire z thoſe who de- 


tained him, threatening otherwiſe to cut off his 


bead; aſſuring him, they would afterwards die up- 
on the ſpot, to the laſt man, being determined not 


to ſurrender : at the ſame time obſerving, that he 


need be under no apprehenſions from his confine- 
ment, ſince all that Atabaliba required, was per- 
miſſion to enjoy the kingdom of Quito as his vaſlal ;. 


which being ſecured to him, he was too generous 


to offer to detain him. 
K 4. On 
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i . a . 45 this he made a ſignal to his army to halt 
1 es baying ſent. for the principal officers, ordered 4 
1 | hep to draw off the forces to Cuzco, the place t 
B * of the inca's reſidence; which CRORE Was im- 1 
8 5 mediately obeyed. 6 
Re 5 7 N i 
F CHAP. iv. \ 
_ Pizarro's aid 22 by. the e parties; Te | 
ceͤi ves an embaſſy from Atabaliba:: Some tradition; | 
| ft 7 5 and old prophecies about the Spaniards : Pizarro i | 
a Antroduced to, and diſcourſes, with Atabaliba ; ly 7 
4 © whom he is viſited in his camp : fome confuſe | 
q © ariſe, in which the Spaniards fall on the native, 

! * aud tate the prince þriſener; 6 an in 1/lance 67 V Pizar- 

I re political ingratitude : Hue 25 f to 5 pri- 


dately: Ferdinand Pizarro Jets —— for Spain; 
Atalalila s ſpeech to him at parting - We occaſit on F 
. that prince's fall, | 


s LE» 
v 


NR 4 A he 2. 
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HIN GS were thus 3 when he 
AF | entered Peru, and was firſt ſolicited by ſome 
2B compaſſionate. noblemen to affiſt Hueſcar ; to whom 
= he anſwered. in general terms, that he was on his 
match to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed, and ſee juſtice impar- 
tially adminiſtered : after which he was - honoured 
with a ſolemn. embaſſy from Atabaliba, deſiring 
his friendſhip and alliance ; which determined him 
to viſit that prince at Caxamalca, where he then 
V. 
In their way thither, the Spaniards ſuffered ex- 
ceſſively, marching over a parched, barren deſart, 
for upwards of twenty leagues ; after which they 
found themſelves in a rich "fertile country, © where 
they were abundantly refreſhed, and then continued 
their; journey with more ſatisfaction. 191 
They 
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| They were ſoon after met by other depyties from 


Atabaliba, who preſented to Pizarro, on the part of 


the inca, a pair of gold buſkins richly ornamented, 


and bracelets of the ſame metal, ſumptuouſly adorn- 
ed with emeralds and other precious ſtones ; which, 
it was ſignified to him, he was to wear at his hav- 
| ing an audience of Atabaliba, who by thoſe marks 

would know him. Theſe deputies preſented him, 
beſides, with- many other valuable preſents, and 


brought with them great plenty of proviſions, of 


which the army ſtood much in need: beſides which, 
there was a politeneſs and ceremony in the beha-, 


viour of the chief of the embaſly,. who was him- 


ſelf of the blood of the incas, that contributed great- 
ly to elevate the Spaniards ; for they impiited all 
theſe proceedings to the fear they had impreſſed 
on the minds of the people, in which they were 
partly right; for they certainly ſtood in awe of 


them, not ſo much from notions of their ſtrength - 
and valour, as from a religious motive, imagining. 


them deſcendants of the ſun. | 


We have before made ſome trifling obſervations 


on the credulity of the people; and it is neceffary 
to take notice of ſomething more of that fort that 


prevailed amongſt them, greatly to the advantage - 


or the Spaniards, 


There- was an old tradition univerſally believed 


by them, that the elder fon of one of their incas, 
who had lived many ages before, had feen a'firange 


kind of ſpirit, who called Himſelf Vizachoca, or ef. 


ſpring of the ſun, whoſe dreſs and appearance. was 


very different from that of the Petuvians; for 


whereas theſe have no beards, this phantom had 


one that was very long; his garment was of a very. 


unuſua] make, and he led a ſtrange kind of ammal 
in his hand; a likeneſs of which the prince had 
never ſeen in life. This fable worked-fo Rrowely 
0 rw 4 K 5 1 5 upon 
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upon the people, and was ſo generally received az 
a truth, that they no ſooner ſaw a bearded Spaniard, 
clothed differently from themſelves, and holding a 


Horſe, than they cried out, © Virachoca, or the 
* ſon of the ſun, is arrived :” beſides, it was re- 
ported, the late inca Guayanacapa had propheſied 


a little before his death, that his empire was near 


a fall, and would in a ſhort time become the pro. 


perty of a bearded race of aliens. And, whoever 
conſiders deliberately, muſt be forced to allow, 


that theſe reports impreſſing a weak - minded people, 
joined to the diſſenſions between the two brothers, 


muſt have facilitated prodigiouſly the conqueſts of 
8 | | 
When they came to Caxamalca, they found that 
Atabaliba had retired to a. place at a ſmall diſtance 
trom it, whither-the general ſent his brother Ferdi- 
nand Pizarro, along, with Ferdinand Soto, in qua- 
litv of ambaſſadors. . | | 

They were introduced into the royal preſence 
vith great pomp and decorum, and were ſtruck 
with ationiſhment, as well as filled with rapture, 
at the wealth and magnificence that every where 
biazed around the. 1 

As ſoon as the Spaniards approached Atabaliba, 
who was ſeated in a chair of maſſy gold, they ſalut- 


ed him after the Spaniſh faſhion, with which ſeem- 
ing well pleaſed, he roſe and embraced them; when 


a golden chair being brought for each, they fat and 
were ſerved with perfumed liquors, in which he 
fledged them, by two maidens of the royal blood; 
the manner in which the inca drank. to them, 28 
they were told, by their interpreter, who was a moſt 

miſerable one, was a peculiar mark of his eſteem. 
W hen this ceremony, which was accompanied 
with a collation of fruit, was over, Ferdinand made 
a long ſpeech, in which he told the emperor that 
: 4 | Francis 
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Francis Pizarro, a very famous general, was come 
as ambaſſador to him from the high; prieſt of the 
Chriſtian church; and from Charles V. the moſt po- 
tent emperor in the world, to point out to him the 
right road to heaven, and make overtures of friend- 
| To this the inea made, as they ſuppoſed, a pa- 
thetic reply, as it drew tears from the eyes of thoſe”. 
who underſtood him, and coneluded with telling 
him, that he would come the following day to the 
quarters of their general, and hold à perſona] con- 
ference with him. They could not collect much 
more from his diſcourſe, and from the lame, nay, 
nonſenſical manner in which their interpreter ex- 
plained to them what the inca had ſaid, they had 
ſome reaſon: to think that he had received bu: a 
poor explanation of the addreſs made him by Fer- 
dinand Pizarro | +: bed 

This interpreter's name was Phillipillo, or Little 
Phillip, ſo called from the meanneſs of his origin, 
which ſhone forth in his intellects: he was one of 
thoſe whom we have mentioned Pizarro to have in- 
tended educating for an interpreter, and one more 
ſtupid he could not have choſen Francis Pizarro 
having intelligence of his viſit, divided his cavalry- 
into three parties, of twenty men each; for his 
whole number of horſes was-but ſixty, and theſe he- 
poſted behind an old wall, that-their ſudden appear- 
ance might have the ſtronger effect, himſelf waiting 
the coming of Atabaliba, who'' approached with'' | 
ſixteen thouſand men, at the head of an hundred 
foot drawn up in battle array 

The figure of father Vincent de Valverda, who 
advanced from the Spaniards, with a croſs in one 
hand, and his breviary in the other, to meet the 
emperor, ſurpriſed him extremely; however, he re- 
ceived bim with great reſpect, and liſtened atten- 


ed. 


tively to a long harangue, wherein the father preach- 
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. ed up, the univerſality, and truth of the.roman-catho. 
lic religion, the benefits of the fedemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great power the pope derived, from St. 
Peter, and the vaſt extent of Charles V. 's monarchy; 
to all which he entreated him to ſubmit, leſt the 

_ - Spaniards ſhould let looſe upon him plagues equal to 
thoſe, God allowed to be poured upon the harden- 


Though a diſſertation of this ſort, upon ſubjeds 
which, as the inca had never before heard of, it 
was impoſſible for him to underſtand, muſt have 
worn almoſt the appearance of nonſenſe; yet, how 
much more ridiculous muſt it ſeem when delivered 
through a channe] of ſuch ignorance and barbarity 

, as Phillippillo? However, the inca made fome fort 
of reply, which was delivered to the friar by the 
ſame. perſon, in ſuch teyms that he could not poſ- 

ſibly divine their meaning. Thus, a ſcene of con- 
fuſion between theſe two people enſued, which was 

Isncreaſed by a tumult, cauſed by ſome Spaniards, 
who fell to plundering a conſecrated idol very richly 
ornamented, in which they were at fix{t oppoſed by 

the Indians, till their emperor, whoſe command is 
to them equal to a divine law, cried out, that they 
ſhould. do nothing to offend the children of the 
ſun. At the noiſe of the tumult, father Vincent, 
running in haſte to appeaſe it, dropped his croſs and 
breviary; which being perceived, by: ſome of. the 
perfidious ' Spaniards, trampled under foot, they 
cried out, An inſult en Chriſtianity ! on which 
the horſe ſuddenly made their appearance, bearing 
down all before them, the poor Indians falling tame 
| ſacrifices to their treachery, without making the 

10 leaſt reſiſtance, to the amount of five thouſand... 

3 Pizarro himſelf was the firſt that laid hold of the 

litter in which Atabaliba was born, whom he drag- 
ged with him to the ground, receiving from one of | 

his tollowers a cut upon his hand at the N 
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THE CON OU EST OF PERU. 20 
which was intended for the emperor; nor was there 
2 drop of Spaniſh blood beſides ſpilt at this ſcene of 

unimpaſſioned ſlaughter, of calm, cool villainy, 

| which. was. practiſed on the 3d of May, 1533, a 

day kept facred by the roman catholic church, in 

honour of finding the croſs of Chriſt, after its hav- 


; 
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ing been many years buried. 
The Spaniſh writers differ very much in their 
accounts of this batbarous tranſaction ; but not 
their ſubtileſt pen can remove the ſtain it has reflect- 
ed upon Pizarro and his followers, and indeed upon 
the Spaniſh name in geserſt. ) 
Herrera, a Spaniſh author, whoſe hiſtory of the 
Indies has gained conſiderable reputation, informs 
us, that the Spaniards were obliged to act thus in 
their own defence, Atabaliba having buoyed them 
up a long time with good words, that he might the 
more ſecurely betray them; for which purpoſe he 
had ordered his van-guard, at a certain ſignal, to 8 
ſeize on the Spaniards, they being ſecretiy armed 1} 
for that end, and bringing with them cords and 
chains: to bind thoſe whom they fhould ſpare for 
ſervitude. . According to this aeceunt, Pizarro act- 
ed confiftently with | felf-preſervation, one of the 
firſt laws of nature, in his attack upon the Indians.” | 
Vega, on the other hand, ſays, that Atabsliba, 
ſtom the beginning, impreſſed with an awe, from 
imagining the Spaniards children of the fun, and 
the perſons pointed out in the prophecy we have 
mentioned, behaved to them with all” the reſpect-. 
poſſible, declaring, that he looked upon Pizarro as 
an ambaſſador from heaven, to whoſe commands it 
was ordained that he ſhould ſubmit in every thing. 
And the fame! author it is that affirms, that when 
the Spaniards attacked the Indians, without any“ 1 
| Þrovocation, the itica forbade them to oppoſe; even 
though he himſelf were facrificed; that he quietly? 
labmitted to his fate, teptimanding thoſe who * 
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206 THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 
ed round his chair, as it were to aſſiſt him, ſeveial 
of whom were ſlaughtered in the attempt to relieve 
 -We:ſhall not pretend to affirm which of theſe 
is the true account; we ſhall only take notice that 
Herrera, for the honour of his country, would en- 
deavour to palliate, if poſſible, the barbarities of the 
Spaniards, while we have ſome room to believe that 
Vega, who was by birth a Peruvian, and deſcended 
from tbe blood - royal, would endeavour to remove 
any odium, as diſtant as poſſible, from the region 
of his nativity : but we are rather inclined to fide 
with the latter, from conſidering, that, bad Atz- 
baliba been ſo treacherous. and cunning as the for- 
mer repreſents him, he would ſcarcely have alloy: 
ed the Spaniards: to march, without moleſtation, ſo 
far as Caxamalca, when there were ſo many con- 
venient ſituations for cutting them off to a man, 
in the road through which they paſſed, to reach it; 
nay, and what makes this more incredible is, that 
had the Indians been prepared for any thing of an: 
aſſault, they would not have fallen ſo tamely as it is 
certain they did, without ſtriking a blo Ww. 
Pizarro having removed Atabaliba to his head- 
quarters, took a view of the ſpoils of the field, con - 
ſiſting of vaſt variety of gold and ſilver utenſils, the 
jewels, ornaments and wardrobe of the inca, and 
his principal officers, together with many of the wo- 
men of quality, and ſome of the mamaconds or 
conſecrated vitgins taken priſoners. e 
I be next day he ſent out a detachment to plun - 
der the camp, where he found an immenſe quantity 
of riches, notwithſtanding that the Peruvians, who 
| were on the ſpot, had removed three thouſand loads 
of gold and ſiſ ver. + 4 
He now ordered a proclamation. to be publiſhed, 
ſetting forth that the inca. was alive, and all were 
at liberty, that choſe it, to render him Fee 
| nl ervice: 
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ſervice : this he did to encourage them not to con- 
ceal or carry off more. treaſure z and it had the de- 
| cd effect; for many of the chief courtiers came 
in to attend upon their prince, bringing with them 

valuable preſents; and Pizarro ordered that the inca, 
whom he kept nevertheleſs in fetters, ſhould have 


the enjoyment of his women, and be ſerved with 


the ſame order and decorum as before he was a pri- 


ſoner. He ſeemed to bear this turn of fortune - 


very patiently, but was ſometimes angry with his 


chains. 5 


perceiving the fondneſs of his new maſters for 5 


gold and ſilver, and being very deſirous of liberty, 


be made them an offer of filling a large room with 


thoſe metals, as high up as an ordinary man could 
| reach his hand; a propoſal which, though they at 
firſt doubted, they at length accepted of: and ac- 
| cordingly, there was a ſmall party of Spaniards ſent 
with ſome of his attendants to Cuzco and other ci- 
ties, to bring in the promiſed treaſure. 
= About this time Almagro arrived, in very bad 
WW health, at St. Michael's from Cape Franciſco, into 
== which place he had been driven by contrary winds, 
and had loſt by fatiguing marches, bad weather, 


nnd a worſe country, about forty of his men, hav- 

iag had but one hundred and fifty at firſt. Here 
de was informed of Pizarro's vaſt ſucceſs; and, 
WW fearing that he would refuſe him his dividend of 
dhe treaſures, he conſulted with his officers, whe» 
ther they ſhould not proceed. in queſt. of ſome. new 


| diſcovery independent of him; a faithful account 


of which deliberation was diſpatched by Almagro's 


ſecretary, who bore his maſter no good-will, to 
Pizarro; upon which he immediately ſent ſeveral 
very obliging meſlages to Almagro, inviting him to 
a conjunction, and aſſuring him of his integrity; at 
de lame time obſerving to him that there were ſome 

people, who, with a view to their own advantage, 


endeavoured 
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Pere was an ingratitude in this laſt article, 


and ended not only in depriving him of his plunder, 
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endeavoured to ſow diſſenſions between them, again co 


. 


which he entreated him to be on his guard; as a. cc 


mitting them to take any effect, muſt certainly end be 
in the ruin of one, if not of both of them, as wel |y 
as the deſtruction of their enterpriſe: and, to fp: 
port this advice, he ſent him proofs of the treache. a 
ry of his ſecretary, whom ph, Hi e cauſed We «© 
tobe hanged up. | 


which throws an additional blemifh on the charac. 
ter of Pizarro, whom it is impoſſible to excuſe; 
however, there Was great policy in his conduct up- 
on the whole, ſince the forces which he had with 
him were not alone ſufficient to complete the con- 

queſt of Peru; and had Almagro ſet up againſt him, 
it might' have given new firength to the Indians, 


but in overturning their ſcheme, and deſtroying them 
both. 
This reinforcement wade Atabaliba ill more ſo- 
licitous about his liberty; judging very wiſely, that 
the inſolence of the Spariiards would increaſe with 
their ſtrength: beſides, ſome of the Spaniſh officers 
who had accompanied his meſſengers to Cuzco to 
bring bis ranſom, had had a conference with the 
impriſoned Hueſcar, who informed them of his 
brother's cruelty and uſurpation, and promiſed to 
reward them much more magnificently than Ata- 
baliba could poſſibly do, provided they, who he un- 
derſtood ace to do K to all, would te 
leaſe hmm 
Of theſe overtures. Atabaliba have RR in- 
formation, be determined on the death of his bro- 
ther; but, leſt the Spaniards ſhould, from his per- 
petrating ſuch a fact openly, take occaſion to con- 
demn himſelf to die, he refolved to* found Pizarro 
inclination upon the ſubject; which he did, by in- 
forming bim, with great affectation of grief and 
I 9 925 : ' CONCETNy 


N 
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concern, that his. brother had been murthered in 
confinement, by his. keepers ; which piece of news 
had very little effect upon Pizarro, who only flight- 
ly obſerved upon it, . That it was the fortune 
„% of war, ſome fell by the ſword, ſome were 
made priſoners, and each who. ventured ſhould 
| «+ be ſatisfied with his fate dh en - 
It was not; without great pleaſure that Atabaliba 
| found Pizarro ſo little moved at this accident; and, 
in conſequence of this behaviour, he immediately diſ- 
| patched private orders for Hueſcar's death; which 
| were ſtraight fulfilled, though in what manner is 
doubtful : ſome writers affirming, that he was 
drowned ; others,. that his body was cut into ſmall 
bits, that his ſubjects might not pay to it the ſame 
| honours they, uſually do to their dead inca's..,, |! 


It was reported, that, before he fell, he addrefled 
| himſelf thus to the murderers : 5 Tis true my 
« reign has not been very long; but, in death I 
* have this comfort, that he whoſe cruelty thus 
| © bounds it, who ſcruples not wading to a throne 
through the blood of his brother, and his lawful 
* prince, ſhall be diſappointed in his aſpiring views, 
| © and ſurvive me but. a very ſhort time. 
In ſome time after, the treaſure intened for Ata- 
| baliba's ranſom arrived; but Pizarro falling ſhort 

in his hopes of the quantity, was informed that 
| there remained much more behind, in the temple 
ef the Inviſible God, whither he diſpatched his three 


brothers, and ſome of Atabaliba's officers in. ſearch 


of it, but they could find no more than a ſum | 
amounting to ninety thouſand crowns value, be- 
ſides what the ſoldiers embezzled : the prieſts who 
| were warned of the avarice of the Spaniards, and 
had heard of their treating irreverently ſome other 
temples, having previouſly carried away above four 
hundred loads of gold, filver and jewels, u hich hey 
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210 THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 
buried in the earth, or at leaſt conveyed ſo far off, 


that they never fell into the hands of the Spaniard, 
About this time Almagro arrived in the neigh. 
bourhood of Caxamalca, whom Pizarro received 
with the ſtrongeſt marks of affection and eſteem; 


giving him a very ſatisfactory ſhare of his booty, 
and diſtributing one hundred thouſand ducats among 


the men that accompanied him : and now Pizarro, 
ß deducted the emperor's fifths, divided the 
reſt of his ſpoil, which was prodigious, among his 
own officers and men, feigning to pay a very ſingu- 
lar reſpe to any thing that appeared like merit; 
and it is ſaid, the meaneſt foot-ſoldier in his ſervice 
at this time, received for his ſhare two thouſand 
pound ſterling, though the whole that was divided 
did not amount to more than one fifth of Atabali- 
ba's ranſom; and Pizarro reſerved to himſelf the 
inca's golden chair, with ſome other valuable cu- 
rioſities. FED 
Ferdinand Pizarro was choſen. as the fitteſt per- 
ſon to wait on the emperor Charles V. with his 
ſhare of the treaſure, and an account of their pro- 
ceeding: ſeveral private ſoldiers inſiſted upon being 
left at liberty to go along with him, which was vio- 
lently oppoſed by Almagro and moſt of the counci, 
as it tended to weaken their little army conſiderably; 
but this oppoſition was over-ruled by Pizarro, who 
judicioufly obſerved, that permitting them to go, 
was one of the moſt political ſteps that could be 
taken; for, as their meaneſt ſoldiers departed fo 
very rich, they might be certain of gaining ten 
men-for one that they ſhould loſe. . 
« You rejoice,” ſaid Atabaliba to Ferdinand, 


when he came to take leave of him, having a pe- 


culiar reſpect for each other, “ that you are fe- 
« turning to your native ſoil ; but for me, who, 
« when you are gone, have no friend left among 


& your countrymen, it is a melancholy proſpes ; 
a | 


f 


1 
NY 
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« the newly arrived leader, (meaning Almagro) 
© © wherefore I know not, owes me no good-will z 
| « and the man you call treaſurer, regards me with 
e an evil eye: let us then take our laſt farewel; 
« for theſe cruel people, I ſee it plainly, will not 
« allow me to live, to welcome your return,” 
He was not wrong in. his prognoſtic ; Almagro 
had, fince the firſt aſſurance he received of the . 
| treaſures of this country, imagined, that, were Ata- 
baliba put out of the way, they would be the more 
| cafily ſeized upon; and, though Pizarro at firſt 
treated this propoſition with the contempt it deſerv- 
| ed, yet, in a very ſhort time, reſentment induced 
him to countenance what honour taught him to ab- 
| hor, He was incenſed at Atabaliba's ſeeming to 
fight him; and a ſhort: account of the reaſon of 
this will not, we hope, be deemed tedious. ' © 
The cruelty and ambition of Atabaliba did not 
hinder his being wiſe, penetrating and curious; he 
was very anxious in his inquiries after the cuſtoms 
and manners of the Spaniards ; but what particu- 

E larly puzzled him was their writing and reading, 
not being able for a long time to find out, whether 
theſe were natural or acquired gifts. | 

| In order to be ſatisfied of this particular, he aſked 1 

one of the Spaniſh ſoldiers, if he could write the ; 

name of God on his thumb-nail, which, in conſe- 
W quence of the ſoldier's anſwering in the affirmative, 
be begged that he would do. This inſcription Ata- 
We Þ:liba ſhewed to many of the Spaniards, all of 
Whom explained it; ſo that he began to think that 
beſe were indeed divine and innate gifts; when un- 

| lortunately Pizarro falling in his way, to him he 

alſo produced his nail, demanding from him the 
ſenſe of the inſcription: but Pizarro, who could 
either write nor read, bluſhing, turned off ſhort : 
bm him, without reſolving the queſtion. Thence- i 
@ forward the inca inferred theſe were the acquiſitions ] 
| 88 . 
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212 THE CONQUEST OP PERU, 
of ſtudy or inſttuction; and, while it leſſened hi 


opinion of the greatneſs of the Spaniards in general, 


gave him but: a poor impreſſion of the general, whoſe 


origin, he was perſuaded, muſt have been but mean, 


ſince be was exceeded in knowledge by the pooef 


of his ſoldiers... oa rk 4 nl 
© The diſlike, or rather diftaſte, that he ever afer 


ſhewed to Pizarro, laid the foundation of his ruin; 


which was compleated by the villainy of Phillipil- 


lo, who, having taken it in his head to fall in love 


with one of the inca's wives, was treated with z 
good deal of contempt, and a complaint preferred 


- againſt him to Pizarro, which was but little attend. 
ed to: upon this he accuſed! the inca of plotting, 


and actually contriving the deſtruction of all the 


Spaniards; which ſtory, groundleſs and ridiculous 
as it muſt neceſſarily appear to a man of common 


ſenſe, was laid hold of by the two generals, bol 
foes: to the unhappy inca; and w th ſeverat other 
trivial matters formed into articles of accuſation; 


in conſequence of which he was tried, found guilty, 
and condemned tobe burned: but this ſentence was. 
_.. graciouſly changed into ſtrangling, on his conſent- 
ing to be baptized, which he did to avoid fo horrid ? 
a death as burning; for it is a queſtion if he kney 
one article of the Chriſtian faich: but however, be 


was baptized, and that was ſufficient to make him 
a Chriitian in the eye of enthuſiaſm. 

It was advanced againſt him, amongſt other things, 
that he had uſurped-the throne: of Peru, being him- 
ſelf a baſtard; that he had cauſed his brother, the 


lawful monarch, to be impriſoned ; that he was al 


idolater; that he had permitted his ſubjects to be 
ſacrificed; that he had waged unneceſſary wass; 
that he made away with the public treaſures ; that, 


. fince he had been the Spaniards-priſoner, he had en- 
couraged the Indians to rebel againſt them, * | 


* 
* U 
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Thus there was an attempt made at giving the 
colour of juſtice to one of the moſt illegal and bar- 
barous combinations that could poſſibly be i imagin- 
ed; which, to their honour be it ſpoken, was vio- 
ently oppoſed by moſt of the perſons of family or 
diſtinction in the ſervice, who publicly declared, 
that his kindneſſes to them merited a better return 
om the Spaniards ; ; and that they ſaw no right they . 
bad to condeniij a ſovereigt prince, whom, if «x 
intended to act fairly by bim, they ought to ſend, 

together with the articles bf his impeachment, to 
Spain, and let him be diſpoſed of W . the 
emperor's pleaſure. * 
Notwithſtanding this, Pizarro and his N 
proceeded as they pleaſed, until they had carried 
matters to the extremities we have already mention- 
ed, and poor Atabaliba was no more an object of 
ifturbance. 
Father Vincent, he was their religious tool dur- 
ing the whole proceſs, proſtituted, in this affair, 
bot only his character as a prieſt, but reflected difs 
ace on the whole Chriſtian church, by acting in 
ſuch a manner as ought to make wok menu, ace 
be held in deteſtation 
It has been aſſerted, but the aſſertion has not 
been ſupported by proof, that the Indians inſiſted 
| upon the death of Atabaliba, to retaliate that of 
{ his brother Hueſ&ar, That this is but a very lame 
deſence for Pizarro's conduct, appears from his not 
WW proclaiming the late inca's brother emperor; a ſtep 
that would have ſaved his credit in ſome meaſure: 
beides, after this, we find the Peruvians every where 
_ ting againſt the Spaniards TIN which they 
bac not t done before, i 
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, © 
One of Atabaliba ; general. fets up for himſelf . Pay 


lu, à brother of the inca, joins Pizarro: a ran. 
ſpect of the affairs of Peru: Manco Capac a. 
#nowleaged inca of Peru by the Spaniards : Pu 
de Alvarado, a companion of Cortes, enters Peri 
but is prevailed upon to retire to his government in 
Mexico : Pizarro lays the foundation of the city i 
Lima, as alſa of Truxillo: Almagro acts very ins 
prudenily, but is ſoon brought to reaſon : the nim 
of Potofi diſcovered, | 


A FTER the inca's death, Rumnavi, one of 
his generals, who commanded the rear - gun 
of his army, ſeized upon the province of Quito, and 
put to death all ſuch officers as he ſuſpected to have 
been firmly attached to his late maſter : while Quiſ- 
quis, another of his generals, who had been Hue. 
car's executioner, with ſtill a better army, attempt- 
ed to ſecure part of the province of Cuzco ; but fit 
from ſhewing any ſpirit, fled before a very few 5pa- 
niards that were ſent in purſuit of him; and baſc]y 
- murdered a few others, whom he made a ſhit to 
ſurprize. | | | a 
This general, hoping thereby to ſupport bis ſu- 
periority, endeavoured to perſuade Paullu, a-younget 
brother of Hueſcar, whom he contrived to get into 
his hands, to aſſume the reins of the empire ; which 
this young prince gallantly refuſed, telling him, be 
ſcorned to erect his grandeur on the ruin of his coun- 
try; that he thought it the more preferable to be: 
good man than a bad monarch, and he deſpiſed at 
authority devolving to him at the expence of his ta- 
mily, to which juttice as yet gave him no hy N 
ro 
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WE brother Manco Capac, who was ſtill living, being 

Joe trut e; „ 8 
A reply thus brave and unexpected had ſuch an 

effect upon Quiſquis, that though he had this prince 
in his power, he allowed him to retire and join 
Francis Pizarro, to whom he behaved with the 
fame greatneſs of ſoul ; telling him, that if, as he 
proclaimed, he came among them to be the ad- 
W niniſtrator of juſtice, he would ſhew himſelf ſuch, 
WT by declaring for his brother, who had already a. 
We 200d army, and, if ſupported by him, would be 
ble once again to give a luſtre to the Peruvian 
WE throne. | N 
This had the deſired effect; for though Pizarro 
had ordered a ſon of Atabaliba to be proclaimed in- 
ca, iſſuing, in his name, ſuch orders as beſt promot- 
ed the Spaniſh intereſt ; this repreſentation of royal- 
ty dying ſoon, he found it more to his advantage 
to join Manco Capac, whom he cauſed to be pro- 
claimed inca, and aſſiſted at his being inaugurated, 


nin che ſame manner as his predeceſſors had been; 


at the ſame time promiſing, that he would ſtrictly 

obſerve the treaty ſigned by Francis de Chaves, 
while, for his part, the inca gave ſome hopes of his 
inclining to Chriſtianity : but for an illuſtration of 


We theſe tranſactions we muſt go a little back. 


Atauchi, a brother of Atabaliba, having got to- 
We 2cther a good deal of treaſure to purchaſe his ran- 
om, was advancing for that purpoſe, towards Cax- 
amalco, when he received an account of his death, 
as alſo that the Spaniards were marching off to the 
| Capital city of Cuzco, with a view of eſtabliſhing 
their power ſtill more firmly, by taking poſſeſſion 

of that place, 5 
Being extremely irritated at his brother's murder, 
he immediately raiſed a body of about ſix thouſand 
men, and with them lay in ambuſh upon the road 
| through which the Spaniards were to paſs, making 


ſo 
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fo ſucceſsful a ſally, that ſeveral of them were ki 


ed and taken priſoners; among the latter was Yy. 
cho de Cuellar, who had drawn up the procel 


againſt the late unfortunate. inca, and attended at 


his execution; Atauchi had at firſt reſolved to have 
ſacrificed them all to the manes of his brother, had 
not Quilquis, who had joined him, very happily 
fallen upon another body of Spaniards, ſeventeen 


* bf whom he killed, and made ſeveral priſoner, 


among whom: were F ranciſco de Chaves, and Her. 


| nando de Haro, who had. openly proteſted apainf 
the uſage of Atabaliba ; and Atauchi, out of gra 
titude to theſe, forgave the reſt; Sancho de Cuel. 


lar excepted, whom he ordered to be {irangled on 
the ſame. ſpot at Caxamalca, whereon Atabaliba, 


under his inſpection, bad expired. 


This generous Indian not only gave his Spaniſh 
priſoners their lives, but took care that ſuch as were 
wounded ſhould be cured, diſmiſſing tbem with con- 
ſiderable preſents, on Franciſco de Chaves figning 
the following conditions, viz, 5 | 
„ That all acts of hoſtility ſhould be forgiven on 
* both ſides; that peace ſhould for the future be 
t inviolably maintained between the Indians and 
& Spaniards; that the latter ſhould allow Manco 
« Capac, the true heir, to mount the: throne of 


© Peru; that they ſhould ſet at liberty ſuch Indi- 


&« ans as they held in chains; that, for the future, 


ce they ſhould not fetter them; but be ſatisfied with | 


their attending as menial ſervants, and not 3 
& ſlaves; that the laws of Peru, fo far as they did 


not claſh with the Chriftian religion, ſhould be 
« allowed to be in full force; that this treaty ſhould 


<« be ratified by Francis Pizarro, and his ſovereig! 


„ the emperor of the Romans.“ 


It was granted to the Spaniards, that they ſhould 
have free exerciſe of their religion; lands ae 
| 5 * eee 


thi 


| tre 
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them for their ſubſiſtence, and untaxed liberty of 
trading. 7 15 . 

Had the Spaniards ated in the leaſt upon the 
principles of honour or virtue, nay even on thoſe 
of common diſcretion, they had obſerved ſtrictly 


W this treaty: in conſequence of which, all Peru 


had in time become Chriſtians without blood-ſhed. 
| But pride, avarice, and luxury ſhut the ear of 
reaſon. However, theſe conſequences we {hall but 


W ſlightly touch upon, as we are writing a hiſtory of 


the firſt diſcovery of Peru; and not an account of | 
all the ſubſequent tranſactions. | | 


Franciſco Pizarro, by ratifying this agreement, 


not that he intended to keep it, made all the 


forces under the command of Manco Capac, 
vbom he acknowledged inca, his friends : beſides 
W which the inhabitants of Cuzco who had fled from 
their dwe lings, were encouraged to return back; 
with a better opinion of the Spaniſh lenity and juſ- 
tice than before. © 3 

Indeed there was a neceſſity for this conduct; 
| becauſe Rumnavi and other generals had aſſembled 
an army in the ſouthern provinces, and poſſeſſed 
themſelves of Quito, which they abandoned on 
the approach of Sebaſtian Belalcazar, who was 
ent with a ſmall detachment againſt them, having 

firſt ſet fire to the late inca's palace, in the great 

hall of which there was conſumed prodigious 
wealth, which had for that purpoſe been thrown 
Into it. 

Pizarro's power was moreover threatened with 
oppoſition from other quarters; fo that wiſdom and 
policy obliged him to enſure ſome friendſhip. 
| The brave Don Pedro de Alvarado, 'Cortes's 
gallant companion, of whom we have heretofore 
largely ſpoken in the account of Mexico, had landed 
I Puerto Viejo, with an army of five hundred 


men, the greater part of which was well mounted 
Vor. II. | and 


experienced hardſhips, were as good troops as ay 


wealth of Peru. Theſe, having refreſhed them. 


reached Quiſquis, who was encamped near Caxa- 
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and conſiſted of men of birth, who having befor 


in America; and were in hopes of ſharing in th 


ſelves at Fort St. Michael, continued their march 
towards Quito but were met, in the valley of Rio. 
bamba, by a large body of troops ſent by Pizarr, 
under command of Almagro, who had joined By. 
lalcazar. | | LG 3 | 
A battle ſeemed now almoſt inevitable, when both 
the generals, ſeeing how deſtructive it muſt be ty 
them let victory fide either way, entered into a mi- 
tual accommodation, and a private treaty was fipn- 
ed between them, whereby Alvarado bound him. 
ſelf, in conſideration of his being paid one hun. 
dred thouſand peſoes of gold, to retire to his g.. 
vernment of Guatimala with all his forces, ad il ... 
never either attempt or encourage an invaſion into Wi aft 
Peru, during the lives of Pizarro or Almagro, X 
And that the forces of Alvarado might not be ::; 
diſlatisfed, there was a form of treaty publiſhed, | 
in which it was ſtipulated that each party ſhould be 
left at liberty to proſecute their ſeparate diſcoverie 
to their own advantage; by which means, Als. 
rado had ſecured a footing for ſuch of his men a 
ſhould chuſe, on his departure, to ſtay behind hin 
equal to thoſe of Pizarro. 


Things being thus amicably ſettled, Alvarado f 
and Almagro joined forces, intending to march 08 born 
Cuzco, where Pizarro was then quartered, to pio: he 
cure his ratification of the treaty. with 

It is neceflary for us to take notice, that the boot. 


peace between Manco and Pizarro was concluded 
after Almagro had left Cuzco to go in ſearch d 
Alvarado; conſequently at this time he was total 
ignorant of it: nor had the confirmation of it Ja 


malca, 
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malca, in expectation of it, with a good army, 
S which he was then ready to diſpand. gs 
The two generals ſeeing ſo numerous a body of 
| forces, thought it incumbent upon them to make 
an attack, which they accordingly did; and gained 
at firſt conſiderable advantage, for Quiſquis had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of ſuch proceedings: ho-- 
erer, he ſecured a retreat to ſome neighbouring 
W rocks, the ſteep acceſſes of which he defended 
W with undaunted courage, rolling down huge ſtones 
upon the aſſailants with ſuch good aim, as to kill 
ſeveral of them, particularly the horſe ; thus he 
defended himſelf till night, under cover of which he 
retired to the hills; but his rear being the next day 
attacked on the banks of a river, after maintainin 
n very difficult paſs for many hours, ſecured a ſafe 
WT retreat higher up the country, whence in a few days 
after he made a fally with ſome ſucceſs; and, not- 
withſtanding he loſt very conſiderably, did not ſeem 
ſpirited, having killed above fifty Spaniards. _ 
The coming of Pizarro put an end to theſe 
feuds ; he had marched to meet.Alvarado on the 
road, under pretence of paying him the greater 
reſpect, but in reality to prevent his approaching: 
nearer Cuzco, leſt the vaſt riches of the place 
"WY fhould tempt him to infringe his articles, and ſtay 
longer than he had ſtipulated, | 
Pizarro, before he left Cuzco, had taken a 
formal leave of the inca Manco Capac, telling him, 
be was going to meet ſome of his countrymen, 
with whom he was to ſettle the peace upon a firm 
footing; and recommending his two brothers to 
is protection during his abſence. The inca, in 
return, aſſured him that he wiſhed him a proſpe- 
Tous journey; and that his kindred ſhould be as 
dear to him as his own brethren ; at the ſame time 
that he diſpatched meſſengers all the way through 
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which Pizarro was to march, ordering his ſubjech 
to treat as their friends him and his people. 

Pizarro, on bis arriving at Caxamalca, had ; 

meeting with the Indian chiefs, whom he informe 
of the treaty ſubſiſting between Manco and him, 
aſſuring them, that his countrymen had been en. 
tirely ignorant of it, or they had never fallen upon 
them; and promiſing that thencefor ward all hoſt- 
lities ſhould ceaſe, _ „„ 

Then marching forward, in the valley of Pacht 
Camac, he met Alvarado, whom he embraced inthe 
tendereſt manner; not only agreeing to perform the 
articles ſtipulated by Almagro, but making him 
preſent of twenty thouſand peſoes of gold more 
by way of retaliating him for the expence he had 
been at in marching to his aftiftance with tho 
perſons who joined him, and quitted Alvarado! 
ſervice, there being a good number of them ; be- 
ſides which he gave him ſeveral beautiful emeraldy 
tu: quoiſes, and utenſils of gold, curiouſly wrought 
for his own private ule, at the fame time con 
manding all his officers to look upon him, during 
his ſtay, as their commander, 

Alvarado, having ſufficiently reſted and refreſhe 
himſelf, took his leave of the two generals, well fall 
fied both with the treatment he had met with, and 
the treaſures he had acquired, retiring to the ſei 
_ coaſt, where he embarked on board his own-ſhipy 
having brought two with him for Guatimal 
much more thinly attended than when he left it. 
Almagro went back to Cuzco, and Pizarro (tat 
behind to ſearch out a proper place for founding 
- new city, which he at length did on the banks 
the little river Lima, in twelve degrees thirty mini 
ſouth latitude, one hundred and twenty miles ws 
from Cuzco. The firſt ſtone of this city was laid o 
the 6th day of January, 15 34, wherefore he calle 
it the city of Kings, or Villa de los Reyes; - 
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bas ſince been much better known by the name of 
Lima. 1 | fe. 
= Having ſettled ſome of his people here, he por- 
W tioned the neighbouring lands among them, and 
allotted a ſufficient number of Indians to each, 
Wo aſſiſt in the planting. He proceeded to a ſpot 
about three - hundred miles farther north on the 
ſouth-ſea coaſt, where he founded another city, 
Wwhich he called Truxillo, after the name of his 
Wbicth-place. N . 
While Francis Pizarro was thus wiſely employed, 
he received. news that his brother Ferdinand had 
W been as ſucceſsful at the court of Spain as could 
be wiſhed ; having procured for him the title of 
marquiſs De los Atabillos, and a large increaſe 
W of territory, which-was to be diftinguithed by the 
name of New Caſtile ; alſo that he had obtained 
for Almagro the poſt of marſhal of Peru, and a 
overnment two hundred leagues in extent from 
north to ſouth, independent of Pizarro's, and- 
named New Toledo. | „ 
The report of theſe matters reaching the ears 
Jof Almagro, before any authentic accounts had 
arrived, he ſhook off the title of Pizarro's lieute- 
Jnant, and aſſumed that of governor of Cuzco, un- 
der pretence that it was out of Pizarro's juriſdicti- 
Won, which he affirmed extended only two hundred 
leagues from the line: in this uſurpation he was 
oppoſed by-Pizarro's brothers, John and -Gonſalo 
the conſequence of which was an open rupture; 
and there being many partizans on each fide, ſeve- 
ral ſkirmiſhes enſued, and ſome lives were loſt. . 
The news of theſe diſſenſions ſoon reached Pi- © jt 
zarro, whom we ſhall hereafter often diſtinguiſh Bi 
by the title of the marquiſs, in his new town of whit 
We 1 ruxillo: who, ſeeing the immediate neceſſity of 
bis preſence among them, without interrupting the 
| ſettlement of his new colony, in which he left all [4h 
ha - his 16 
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bis Spaniſh followers, committed himſelf without 
any attendants to the care of the Indians; who 
bore him on their ſhoulders in a hammock, relieving 
one another at proper ſtages, and travelling ſo ex- 
peditiouſly, that he entered Cuzco before there 


was the leaft ſuſpicion of his approach. 


Here he ſoon brought Almagro to reaſon, con- 
. vinced him of his error.; aſſured him, that if, on 


the arrival of their different commiſſions from 


Spain, he ſhould diſlike what was allotted to him, 
he would divide with him the government of 
Peru; and, at the ſame time, obſerved to him, that 
as by all accounts the territory to the ſouthward 
of Cuzco, called Chili, was ſtill richer in gold and 
filyer than Peru, he would conſent to his marching, 
at the head of the beſt part of their united forces, 
to diſcover and poſſeſs it. | 

Though the Spaniards endeavoured to keep fair 
with the Indians, as their aſſiſtance was ſtill in 
many caſes neceſſary to them, yet they awed them 
with troops in different places, ſtrengthening Be- 
lalcazar at Quito; while a large body marched to 
keep the inhabitants about the mountains of the 
Andes in ſubjection: and Almagro, with a conſi- 
derable party, prepared for his ſouthern expedition, 
on which he ſet out about the beginning of the 
year 1535 ; the inca Manco, in hopes to bind the 
Spaniards thereby more ſtrongly to his friendſhip, 
aſſiſting him with fifteen thouſand men under, the 
conduct of his brother Paullu, and Villachuma 


ties high prieſt of the Indiags, whom we find men- 


| tioned by the Spaniſh hiſtorians under the name of 
Villahoma. | - 

In this expedition the province of Charcas was 
firſt diſcovered, a country barren and inhoſpitab'e, 
which, tho' judged by Almagro not worth keeping, 
has ſince proved the moſt valuable acquiſition. 
made by the Spaniſh power in America, as it con- 

| tains 


* 
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tains the rich mountains of Potoſi, which have 
yielded more filver than any other mines hitherto 
known. 1 OS | 


C H A P. VI. 


Almagro goes uon 4 progreſs to Chili: meets with ua 


hardſhips, laſes many men : the good nature and 
kindneſs of the Indians; he abandons this diſcovery, 
to uſurp the government of Cuzco e the inca raiſes 
two hundred thouſand men, and attacks Cuzco - 
ohn Pizarro killed : the inca flies to the moun- 
tains : Cuzco ſurrenders to Almagro, and he ob- 
tains ſeveral advantages over Pizarro's people; 
with wham he has a meeting, and makes a treaty, 
which is broken by Pizarro ; who cauſes him to be 
put to death, 


LMAGRO Was informed of two paſſages | 


into Chili, but both of them almoſt impe- 


netrable; the one being through a hot, ſandy de- 


ſert, where his people muſt be prepared to encoun- 
ter the ſevereſt attacks of heat and thirſt; the other, 


though much ſhorter, infinitely more inconvenient, 


lying over prodigious high mountains crowned with 
eternal ſnow, ſo craggy as ſcarce to admit of being 
climbed, and ſo intenſely cold, that the air was, at 
one ſeaſon of the year only, tolerable. : 

Almagro choſe the latter, becauſe the ſhoxter 
road, and perſiſted in his choice in ſpite of 
repreſentations of Paullu and the Indians; but he 
had reaſon to repent of this obſtinacy, his men being 
obliged to remove the ſnow with their hands, mak- 
ing thereby very ſhort journeys, and ſoon conſum- 
ing their proviſions ; ſo that they ſuſtained incon- 
cel vable diſtreſſes, loſing above ten thouſand Indians, 
and a hundred and fifty Spaniards, excluſive of 
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224 THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 
ſuch as loſt their fingers and toes, notwithſtandin 
the latter were clothed in a manner pany 


warm. 
After a tedious and toilſome 3 of more than 


fix hundred miles, they arrived in Copayapu, 2 


province lying in twenty- ſix degrees ſouth latitude, 
ſubject to the inca of Peru, where, through the influ- 


ence of Paullu, they were chearfully entertained; 


the inhabitants not only bringing them plenty of 


proviſion, but alſo, being informed of their fond- 
neſs for gold, making them preſents to the amount 


of five hundred thouſand ducats. 

Indeed the good nature and ſimplicity of the In. 
dians appeared in nothing more than their readi- 
neſs to ſupply the Spaniards with this commodity, 
when they had diſcovered the eſtimation in which 
they held it; and fo far did their complacency ex- 
tend, that 'when they firſt arrived at Caxamalca, 
the poor Indians, obſerving their horſes champing 
Vvpon their iron-bits, believed that they fed upon 

_ proviſion of that ſolid nature, and therefore ſup- 
plied their mangers with bars of gold, which they 
thought would be more agreeable to them, from 
the liking their maſters had to it. 

Almagro found the authority of Paullu, whom 
he perſuaded that he intended to annex Chili to 
the inca's dominions, of great ſervice to him in his 
progreſs; being by that means received in many 
places with great cordiality, and only oppoſed in 
few; ſo that he might eaſily have eftabliſhed colo- 
mes, as was afterwards done, in very advantageous 
ſituations, had not a fort of infatuation pointed 
all his views at Cuzco, where, notwithſtanding all 
treaty, he was determined to rule; affirming from 
the commiſſion, which he by this time had received 
from the king of Spain, that this city fell within his 
Juriſdiction. And this unhappy determination was 
the final cauſe of his deltrudtion, 1 

is 


2 r r 1 11 2 * 


cruits from Cuzco; having paſſed the Cordilleras, 


the road Almagro himſelf had come, with very lit- 
tie fatigue, in the month of November, which is 
the ſummer of that climate, and the only ſeaſon i in 


which the paſſage is free. 


To purſue his darling project of preſiding in 
Cuzco, Almagro abandoned all his views upon Chili, 
and began his march northward ; but his army, 
terriked at the remembrance of What they had be- 


fore ſuffered in paſſing the Cordilleras, abſolutely 
refuſed again to face them; wherefore he was 


forced to take his route thro? the deſart, under co- 
ver of the hills, and bordering upon the ſea-coaſt : 
here the Indians told him there was no water, but 


what was to be found in ſtanding pools corrupted 


by the ſun's heat, and even theſe eighteen, or per- 


haps twenty- four miles one from the other. 

However, borachio's, or leather- bottles, were 
contrived to carry their water, and parties of In- 

dians diſpatched before the army, to drain the wells 


of the ſtagnated water, and leave the freſh at li- 


berty to riſe. Theſe two expedients were of vaſt 


uſe to them in their march; ſo that they paſſed 


theſe barren tracts, with much leſs difficulty than 
it was at firſt imagined they ſhould be able to do. 


Things in the mean time fell into great confuſi- 


on in Peru: the marquiſs having retired to Li- 
ma, upon ſome buſineſs, the inca Manco finding 
there were no thoughts of reſtoring him to his' 


crown and power, as had been promiſed by the 
treaty of Caxamalca, made his eſcape from Cuzco,. 


| abuſing the. liberty that Ferdinand Pizarro, who. 
was very much his friend, had given him, of going 
to a ſolemn feſtival held at Yucaya, four leagues 
tom Cuzco ; where he laid the ſcheme of quickly 
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His commiſſion was brought bim by Juan de 
Herrada and Ruis Diaz, who joined him with re- 
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1-226. THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 
raiſing three armies, and falling on Lima, Trux- | 
illo, and Cuzco, at one and the ſame time. 

"Theſe defigns were intimated to Paullu, in the 
army of Almagro, then on his march through the de. 
ſart ; but he being a man of ſtrict honour, refuſed 
to join them at any rate, or to break faith with the 
Spaniards: in return for which conduct Almagro ſa- 
luted him with the title of emperor, which he with 
reluctance accepted of, receiving it only that his 
country might not want a protector. It was mere 
chance that manifeſted this integrity of Paullu; for 
a conſpiracy having been ſet on foot in Almagro's 
camp, againſt bis life, Phillipillo, who was deeply 
engaged in it, at firſt accuſed Paullu of being the 
principal abettor of it; but this being very incon- 
ſiſtent with that prince's behaviour and conduct, 
Almagro ordered the interpreter to be tortured; 
on which he owned the generous deportment of 

Paullu, confeſſed that he had accuſed him wrong- 
fully, and at the ſame time acknowledged that the 
articles he had formerly trumped up againſt Ataba- 
liba had no foundation in truth; on all which ac- 
counts he juſtly ſuffered a moſt ignominious death, 

In the mean time Manco Capac aſſembled above 
two hundred thouſand men, with whom, after hay- 
ing cut off ſeveral Spaniards that he caught ſtrag- 
gling about the mines, he laid ſiege to Cuzco, which 

was defended by a very ſmall force, provided with a 
£00d train of artillery, and a few horſes ; however, 
He was often repulſed with very great ſlaughter. 

The Indians having, in their firſt onſet, gained 
poſſeſſion of a very ſtrong fortreſs, were not driven out 
of it in leſs than five or ſix days; and John Pizarro, 
after having acted very bravely in an attack upon it, 
taking off his helmet to cool himſelf, was hit upon 
the temple by a ſtone, of which ſtroke he died in 
about three days, to the great regret of his party; 
for he was certainly the braveſt of the * 


4 
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When the inca heard' of Almagro's approaching 
Cuzco, be retired; and tho” Almagro endeavoured 
to perſuade, him to a-treaty, he abſolutely declined 
it, reſolving never more to hear of terms from peo- 
ple who had hitherto kept none with him. 

He alſo took a ſtep, that muſt at firſt appear very 
ſurpriaing, and yet the reaſons he gave in defence 
of it, ſpoke him a politician; this was diſbanding 
his army, and - privately retiring to the mountains: 
and to ſuch of his officers as ſtrove to diſſuade him 
from it, by repreſenting that no time could ever 
promiſe him more ſucceſs than this, in which Al- 
magro and Pizarro were at apen vanance, he an- 
ſwered, that notwithſtanding all animoſities, they 

would certainly make head againſt him, ſhould be 

make a ſhew of oppoſing them; but it was time 
enough for him to return and declare his in- 
tentions, when they were ſufficiently weakened by 
mutual contentions: . [ 

To thoſe who conſider the hardſhip of colleck- 
ing an army, this muſt ſeem a very injudicious 
courſe ; but it ought to be remembered, that ſo im- 
plicit was the reſpe& of the Indians for their ſo- 
vereign, that, on the leaſt intimation of their ſer- 
vice being neceſſary to him, their voluntary aflem- - 
bling for his ſervice was as quick, as their diſper- 
non was ſudden. 2 . ' 

Almagro now appeared before the walls of Cuz- 
co, ſummoning the place to receive him as gover- 
nor, according to the tenor of the royal commiſ- 
lion; but the magiſtrates anſwering, that this was 
a point of too great conſequence to be concluded 
upon at once, and that ſome time for deliberation 
was requiſite, he, ſuppoſing it to be an excuſe 
formed by Ferdinand Pizarro, that he might gain 
time, entered the city after night-fall, attacked the- 
deputy-governor's houſe, who refuſed to ſurrender, 

until Almagro ordered it to be ſet on fire, which 
| 2-6 A forced: 
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228 THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 
forced out both him and his brother Gonſalo, who 
were quickly made priſoners. _ & ; 
After this exploit, Almagro ſummoned the ma- 
giſtracy. whom ke compelled to acknowledge him 
governor ; at the ſame time appointing de Rojas his 
deputy. _ e 1 2 
The marquiſs, who was ſtill at Lima, where he 
had no intelligence of theſe tranſactions, fearing, 
as he received no news from Cuzco, that the In. 
dians might have come down upon his brothers, 
ſent thither five hundred Spaniſh horſe, command- 
ed by Don Alonſo de Alvarado; under whom he 
appointed Pedro de Lerma, who, being an older 
officer, never forgave the preference given to Alvara- 
do: and the news of his diſcontent being conveyed 
to Almagro, they made a private agreement, in con- 
ſequence of which Lerma took the firſt opportunity 
of deſerting Alvarado with a large body of men; 
whereupon the latter was vigorouſly attacked, and, 
| after a ſtout reſiſtance, his whole party routed, and 
= Himſelf taken priſoner; an event which had never 
| happened, had his men been obedient to his orders, 
The troops which had deſerted to Almagro upon 
this engagement were very nobly rewarded, and 
marſhalled into a body, the command of which was 
given to Pedro de Lerma. And ſo much did it 
raiſe the ſpirits of the enemies of the Pizarros, that 
it was with great difficulty Almagro could preſerve 
the lives of the two brothers, who were his priſon- 
ers; Organez, his lieutenant-general, and ſeveral | 
bother officers, inſiſting ſtrongly on their being put 
to death. 85 | | 
' - The news of this defeat made a very deep im- 
preſſion upon the heart of the marquiſs; who find- 
ing himſelf not ſtrong enough to make head againſt 
Almagro, his whole force ſcarcely exceeding four 
hundred men, reſolved to try what policy could 
do: wherefore he ſent deputies to Cuzco, to pfo- 


poſe an accommodation; which Almagro, notwith- 
| - ſtanding. 
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ſtanding his friends urged that Pizarro would never 
adhere to a treaty, received with great civility, pro- 
miſing an interview with the marquiſs, wherein com- 
miſſioners ſhould be choſen to ſettle their reſpective 
boundaries. Accordingly he marched out of Cuz- 
co, leaving therein a ſufficient garriſon, at the head 
of five hundred Spaniards and upwards, taking the 
road to Lima, and carrying Ferdinand Pizarro pri- 
ſoner in his train; Gonſalo and Alvarado being left 
in the town under the care of De Rojas, whoſe per- 
ſon they found means to ſeize upon after Almagro's 
departure. Then they made their eſcape to Lima, 
accompanied by about ſixty men, whom they had 
won to their intereſt, bringing along with them 
the deputy governor in fetters. | 
Organez and his partizans, upon the news of this 
eſcape, urged Almagro to revenge it by the death 
of his priſoner Ferdinand, a point they had labour- 
ed hard at. before; but it was a piece of cruelty: 
that he abſolutely refuſed ; and ſoon aſter met the 
marquiſs at Mala, with twelve men on each fide, 
to terminate their difference. It is affirmed by 
ſome writers, that they embraced each other in the 
moſt friendly manner; but according to others, 
the deportment of Pizarro was proud and reſerved : 
however, we are rather inclined to credit the for- 
mer account, it being inconſiſtent with Pizarro's- 
general character to act ſo impoliticly, upon 3 
criſis ſo very important and tickliſh, - 
However, this conference was very ſuddenly. 
broke off by one of Almagro's followers puſhing 
abruptly into his preſence, crying out, that he was 
betrayed; on which he took horſe and rode off, 
leaving matters entirely unſettled. 00S 
This alarm was occaſioned by the approach of 
Gonſalo with ſeven hundred men, which induced 
Organez alſo to advance with his troops, to repel, 
by force, the treachery he ſuſpected in A N 
| ach 
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Each fide by this rupture ſeemed ready for war, 
when the marquiſs again found means to perſuade 
Almagro to liſten to terms; and a treaty was agreed 
upon, and ſworn to on each fide, whereby, among 
many other advantages, the poſſeſſion of Cuzco was 
ceded to Almagro, untiFthe deciſion of the empe- 
ror ſhould be known; in conſequence of which 
Ferdinand was ſet at liberty, promiſing upon oath. 
not to act againſt Almagro; and a colony that had 
been lately planted by the latter at Chinca, between 
Cuzco and Zangalla, in fifteen degrees ſouth lati- 
tude, was removed. | . | 
The marquis had no ſooner obtained the covet- 
ed point of his brother's liberty, than he broke 
through the treaty, ſending a notary and witneſſes 
to ſummon Almagro to ſurrender Cuzco, and the 
places he had conquered, other wiſe he muſt expect 
to be treated as a rebel by all the Spaniſh ſettle- 
ments. 1 . 
This diſhonourable method of proceeding in Pi- 
: zarro is the more inexcuſable, as he had, by one 
of his own people, much about that time, receiy- 
ed an expreſs from court, whereby each governor 
was enjoined, under pain of the emperor's diſplea- 
ſure, to keep quiet poſſeſſion of ſuch places as 
ſhould, at the time of that meſſenger's arrival, 
own their reſpeRive juriſdiction ; and, in caſe of 
ſuppoſing themſelves injured, they were directed to 
appeal to the council of the Indies; but theſe or- 
ders he thought fit to ſuppreſs. . 
Organez now upbraided Almagro for neglecting 
his advice, and he, being convinced of his error, 
though too late, heartily repented of it: however, 
he gave orders for ſecuring Cuzco, and marched 
with his troops to the Salinas, ſo called from à 
fountain of brackiſh water there ſpringing, not far 
from the banks of the Apumira, and a few leagucs 


from Cuzco, where the marquiſs's army, led by _ 
EZ : 0g 


[ 
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ſalo, came up, and, after an engagement of two 


hours continuance, entirely defeated him ; and Or- 
ganez, after having behaved with great gallantry, 


growing faint with his wounds, accepted quarter 


from a perſon called Fuentez, who cruelly murdered 
him in cold blood. Re” 
Ferdinand Pizarro was unhorſed in the heat of 


the engagement by Lerma, who at the ſame time 
upbraided him with his perjury ; his armour, how- 


ever, ſaved his life; and Lerma being afterwards 


born down by ſome of Pizarro's' people, was trea- 


cherouſly ſtabbed, but he recovered to be butcher- 
ed in a more cruel manner. | 


Almagro, who was carried into the field in a lit- 


ter, being too weak to ſit a horſe, finding his for- 
ces defeated, retired to the citade] of Cuzco, whi- 
ther he was purſued by Alvarado, to whom he was 
ſoon obliged to ſurrender. 

He was no ſooner entirely in the power of his 
enemies, than Ferdinand determined to take re- 
venge on him for his long impriſonment, and per- 


haps afraid of his making head againſt the Pizarros 
again, for he was not only brave but well- beloved, 


cauſed him to be accuſed of high-treaſon ; for hav- 


ing ſeized the city of Cuzco, made a ſecret treaty 


with the inca, encroached on the government con- 
ferred by royal appointments upon Pizarro, and 
fought two battles againſt the forces of his ſovereign, 


whereby much Chriſtian blood had been ſhed, and 
the progreſs of the Spaniſh arms confiderably re- 


tarded. | 
For theſe offences, Almagro, marſhal of Peru, 


Was tried, convicted, and condemned to die, al- 


though he inſiſted on appealing to the empe- 


ror; Alvarado pleading ſtrongly that his appeal 


ſhould be admitted, and vainly attempting to ſof- 


ten Ferdinand's inflexibility, by repreſenting the 
kindneſs with which Almagro had uſed them both 
| ; hen 
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when they were his priſoners; nay, he himſelf ad- 
dreſſed Ferdinand in the moſt perſuaſive and piti- 
able terms; he entreated him to remember the time 
had been Shen he had ſpared his life, in oppoſition. 

to numbers who were bent upon his deſtruction; 


| © to recollect the ſhare he had in advancing the . 


zarro's to their preſent glory, and ſubduing the ſur- 
rounding nations; he prayed him to conſider, that, . 
bowing under the weight of age and infirmities, a 
very ſhort time, muſt level him with the grave, in 
the common courſe of nature; for which ra, that 
he might be reſerved, he conjured them to take a 
retroſpect of his. conduct, when they would find he 
always befriended the Pizarros, and advanced the 
lory of his country. 

But, alas, bis entreaties were as 3 as the 
grate ful interpoſition of Alvarado; for, in a very 
ſhort time after ſentence had been paſſed upon him, 
Ferdinand, under pretence that there was a deſign 
on foot to reſcue him from priſon, ordered him to 
be ſtrangled, in the ſeventy-fifth, tho' ſome ſay only 
the ſixty-fifth year of his age; after which the 
dead body was beheaded in a public ſquare at Cuz- 
co, and lay moſt part of the day almoſt naked, ex- 
poſed on a ſcaffold, without any body daring to 'bury 
it, leſt they ſhould thereby provoke his enemies, who 
were inhuman enough to pay no regard to its in- 
terment, till a few poor Indians, 'who had been his 
ſervants, towards evening, wrapped it in a coarſe 
ſheet, and conveyed it to a church, where it was 
buried by the clergy under their high altar, 200 

Almagro left behind him a natural ſon, by an 
Indian woman, whom, at his death, he bequeath- 
eq to the care of James Alvarado; who deliring 

Pizarro to evacuate ſo much of the country as he 
had always allowed to be under Almagro's go- 
vernment, that he might take poſſeſſion of it for 


the youth, was sh anſwered, that his ga- 
vernment 


ww 
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| vernment was now. unbounded, and he knew of 
no body that had a right to inſiſt on ſharing it 
with him, ſince Almagro was no more: Alvarado, 
thus repulſed, made the beſt of his way to Spain, 
taking with him ſuch evidences as were proper to 
ſupport what he had a mind to repreſent at court. 


CHAP, VII. 


The inca makes a fland againſt the Spaniards +. Ferdt- 
nand Pizarro impriſoned in Spain: the mines of 
Potoſi, haw ſbared : the margquiſs's crueity to the 
followers of Almagro: a remarkable flory of twelve of 
them : his death concerted at Lima: he is aſſaſſinated - 
and all his attendants: a ſummary of his character: 
Almagro's ſon proclaimed governor of Peru. 


A BOUT this time the inca Manco ſtrove to 
make a puſh for driving out the invaders, 
and proved a conſiderable hindrance to their pro- 
greſs; for the Peruvians having, in a great mea- 
ſure, got the better of the terror impreſſed on them 
at firſt by fire arms and horſes, were now able to 
make a ſtand againſt them; nor did there want 
ſome inſtances of their driving their enemies before 
them : nay, it is certain, that above two thouſand 
Spaniards found it much harder to keep the ground 
which they had conquered, than four hundred on- 
ly had found in the conqueſt of it; and, it ſeems 
indiſputable, that had not ſome particular bodies. 
of Indians been ſo infatuated as to adhere cloſely 
and faithfully to his intereſt, ſupplying him with 
proviſions, diſcovering all the ſtrong paſſes, and 
conſtantly giving him intelligence, Pizarro might 
have been driven from his acquiſitions in the moſt 
diſgraceful manner. 7 bs 
Meaſures 


. Ception at court, where he was arreſted as ſoon as 


were the moſt valuable acquifitions made after Al. 


the conquerors, having firſt founded the city of La 
Plata, fo named from its ſituation. 


rections that Orellana, who was one of his officers, 
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Meaſures of ' ſeverity very often rather irritate 
than aſſuage civil diſſenſions, and this is evidenced 
in the death of Almagro ; after which the faction 
againſt the Pizarros gathered ſtrength daily; fo that 
Ferdinand, who had been the chief cauſe of it, 
thought it beſt to retire to Spain, with all the gold 
that he could collect; for, from the clamours of 


the ſoldiery, he ſuſpected there were ſome deſign 
upon his life: but Alvarado had prepared for his re. 


he arrived, and flung into priſon; and, notwith- 
ſtanding that Alvarado died in a ſhort time after, 
not without ſuſpicion of having been poiſoned, his | 
defence was fo very weak, that he continued more 
than twenty years in confinement, 


The mines of Potofi, in the province of Charcas, 
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magro's death, which the marquiſs divided among 
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To his brother Ferdinand, then in Spain, he 
aſſigned a conſiderable portion of them; and alſo 
to his brother Gonſalo, who was engaged in ſub- | 
duing the inca Manco. 12 5 1 
Sonſalo, who was governor of Quito, having 
driven the inca to the mountains, turned his 
thoughts to making new diſcoveries ; for which pur- 
poſe he marched well attended to the caſtward, in 
order, if poſſible, to arrive at ſome knowledge of 
the breadth of America; and, notwithſtanding he 
met with inſuperable difficulties, -it was by his di- 


Kos ©S w—_—__l tc. twman_ e 


coaſted down the great river of the Amazons, fe- 
turning from the mouth of' it to the Spaniſh ſettle- 
ments, on the other ſide of the American continent, 
and thereby opening a paſſage to other before un- 
known countries, as valuable as any that hitherto 
had been diſcovered. Th 
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The proceedings of the marquiſs Pizarro, after 
Almagro was put to death, were certainly as 
injudicious as they were cruel ; for, he not only 
| diſcharged all officers whom he ſuſpected to have 
been inclined to his party, but alfo, conſcious of 
| his injuſtice, and. fearing the conſequence of their 
complaining againſt him, abſolutely prevented their 
returning to Spain : and many of them being by 
theſe means involved in great diftreſs, were re- 
duced to the neceflity of living upon the alms of 
| their countrymen; and twelve of them, who were 
all men of family, reſided in a houſe which was 
given them by de la Preſa, having but one cloak 
| amongſt them all, which they wore by turns, go- 
ing abroad only one at a time; and de la Preſa dy- 
ing, Pizarro turned them out of the houſe, publiſh- 
| ing an edi at the ſame time, whereby he forbade 
| any relief being adminiſtered to them, or their ad- 
herents, under fevere penalties. 3 
| The deſpair which this order inſpired was much 
more deſtructive in its conſequences to Pizarro, tan 
poſfibly their other diſtreſſes could ever have been; 
for finding that their miſeries could only be ended 
by theirs or the marquiſs's fall, they refolved upon 
an open attempt at revenge, which they deſperate- 
ly and bravely put in practice. ” 
| Although Lima had grown up, under the care 
and tuition of the marquifs, yet there were many 
of its inhabitants who pitied the fall of Almagro, 
| lome remembering perhaps how much he had con- 
tributed to the reduction of Peru, others recollect- 
ing that tenderneſs he had for the ſoldiery, for 
| which he was remarkably beloved; and a third 
party, who had riſen by his friendſhip, wanted 
| only a fair opportunity to retaliate his death up- 
on thoſe who had perpetrated it. Among theſe, 
f the deſperate oppreſſed veterans, who laboured un- 
der the diſadvantages of Pizarro's edict, found re- 
| fuge 


ty 
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fuge in repairing to Lima in ſmall numbers, of two. 


or three at a time, till they amounted to more than 
two hundred, who determined to ſeize:the firſt fair 


opportunity of executing their delign ; in the pro- 


ſecuting of which, however, they were for ſome 
time retarded, in hopes that a new commiſſioner, 


ſome of whoſe attendants were already arrived, dif. 


patched from Spain, purpoſely to take cognizance 


of the marquiſs's conduct, would do them juſtice, 


without forcing them to the neceſſity of an infur- 


rection. 8 


But, on Sunday June 26, 1541, de Rada, one 
of the principal conſpirators, was alarmed with a 
report that they were diſcovered, and the marquils 
taking meaſures to have them all taken off by an ig- 
nominious death in leſs than three hours; this intel- 
ligence he haftily communicated to ſuch of his bie- 


thren as he could moſt readily meet: on which, find- 


ing that there was no time to be loſt, they repaired, 
one by one, to the number of nineteen, to the houſe 


of young Almagro, which ſtood on one fide of the 


great ſquare of Lima, whence they marched with 
drawn ſwords through the market-place towards 
the marquiſs's palace, crying, Long live the king! 
« but let the tyrant die!“ And it is remarkable, 
that tho' there were above a thouſand people in the 
ſquare at the ſame time, neither did they meet the 
ſmalleſt oppoſition, nor did Pizarro receive the leaſ 


intelligence of their riſing ; ſo that they entered his 


palace very eaſily, the doors being open. 

Pizarro, who was fitting with only two or three 
people, on the firſt news of the diſturbance, which 
he received by one of his pages, ordered Francis 
de Chaves, his lieutenant-genera}, to ſecure the 
great door, which he neglected, ſuppoſing it only 
ſome mutiny among the ſoldiers, that his preſence 


_ would immediately quell, on which he went down 
ſtairs; and inquiring wherefore were theſe com- 


motions. 
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motions, was only anſwered by two or three of the 
conſpirators lodging their daggers in his boſom, on 
which he fell dead at their feet. "30%. 

The marquiſs, hearing them in the gallery, had 


not time to put on his armour, but, ſeizing his . 


{word and buckler, defended the dining-room door 
for ſome time with great - bravery, ſupported only 
by his half-brother, Don Francis de Alcantra, and 
two of his pages, the reſt of his company and ſer- 
vants having fled at the beginning of the inſur- 
reaion ; but one of the conſpirators preſſing home, 
bore down and killed Don Francis; on which the 


reſt puſhed forward with freſh vigour, ſo that the 


marquiſs was forced to retire before them, and at 
laſt ſunk down fainting under his wounds, and was 


ſoon diſpatched : his two pages alſo. having deſpe- 


rately wounded ſeveral of the conſpirators, expired 
by his fide, gallantly fighting in his defence to the 
laſt gaſp. | | 
Thus, in his ſixty- fifth year, ended the life of 
Don Franciſco Pizarro, the firſt diſcoverer and con- 


queror of Peru; a man, the meanneſs of whoſe 


education appeared in his not being able to write his 
own name, his ſecretary always inſerting it between 


two ſtrokes which he drew with a pen: he was 


certainly endowed with many good qualities, and 
nature had furniſhed him with abilities as conſpi- 
cuous in the buſy operations of war, as they were 
illuſtrious in the gentler offices of peace; he was 
brave, prudent, and public-ſpirited, but unbound- 
edly ambitious, never ſcrupling to ſacrifice his ho- 
nour to his intereſt, and tarniſhing his greatneſs by 
acts of inhumanity that will not bear excuſe. 

His ſeizing upon, and countenancing the death 
of Atabaliba z-nay, even his breaking the ſolemn 


cath given to Almagro, and forwarding that unfor- 


tunate leader's deſtruction ; with his unreaſonable 


and inhuman proſecution of the followers of the 


latter; 
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238 THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 
latter; were ſufficient to obſcure the glory of x 


character much more illuſtrious than his. 


The marquiſs was never married, but he had ma. 
ny miſtreſſes; ſome of them of the inca's family: 
however, we do not find that he left any children 


behind him; and, like his competitor Almagro, 


he was buried very privately by his own ſervants, 


no officer or perſon of any rank chuſing to aſſiſt at 
his , obſequies, leſt they ſhould thereby incur the 
_ diſpleaſure of Alan s friends. His houſe, with 


that of his brothers, and two or three of his profeſ- 
ſed friends, was immediately plundered ; and it is 
ſaid, that the value of a million of crowns in gold 
and filver was found in his palace, the furniture of 


which was left untouched, being devoted to the 
uſe of young Almagro, whoſe party ſtraight pro- 


claimed him governor of Peru; and was, the com- 
mon conſequence of power, conſiderably reinforced 
from all quarters; while ſeveral diſorders were 
committed in the town, the conſtant effects of ſuch 


4 reformation, 


' CHAP, 


| Young Almagro's authority oppoſed in many places: 
VPuaca de Caſtro arrives from Spain with a new com- 
miſſion ; his character; he is joined by Alonzo de 
Alvarado, Holguin, and many other commanders ; 
Aimagro's errors in conduct; Gonſalo Pizarro ſub- 
mits to him ; two of Almagro's officers quarrel, one 
if them murdered ; the ſurviver killed by Almagro; 
who refuſes all terms from de Caſtro; with whom 
he engages, is beaten, taken priſoner, convicted of 
high-treaſon, and executed, together with many of 
his adherents. * | . 


own the authority of Almagro, and many 
other parts of the empire did the ſame; but Alon- 
20 de Alvarado, who was in the, ſouthern province 
of Chiachapuca, and Holguin abſolutely refuſed it; 
the latter, on the firſt news of the revolution, mak- 
ing what haſte he could to Cuzco, where he erected 
the royal ſtandard, and ſent meſſengers round to 
the provinces of Arequipa, Los Charcas, and the 
neighbouring places, to encourage a ſpirit of loyalty, 
and of oppoſition to this new government; which 
induced ſome perſons, who were friends to the fac- 
tion, to ſlip away privately, intending to have join- 
ed their friends at Lima; but they were purſued, 
and ſoon brought back to their duty. . 

In the mean time, Holguin having received in- 
telligence that Almagro was marching at the head 
of ſix hundred men, either to take Cuzco or give 
him battle; and knowing himſelf too weak to op- 

| poſe them ſingly, determined, if poſſible, to ac- 
compliſh a junction with Alvarado, which he did 
thus by a ſeint. e | 

| 12 _ He 
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He ſent out a party of horſe, which ſurpriſe 
ſome of Almagro's people; two of whom he order. 
ed to be hanged, by way of intimidation, and ſent 
- the reſt back to the camp, deſiring them to tel 
- their leader, that he would pay him ſuch a viſit in: 
day or two, as ſhould make him rue their meeting: 
on which Almagro halted to receive him; and Hol. Wh 
guin made uſe of that opportunity to turn off to an-. 
other road, by which he ſoon came up with A. 
varado, and in a few days joined Vaca de Caſtro, 8 
the new commiſſioner, who had been ſo long ex- 
pected from Spain; and beſides his being appointed Wil | 
to examine into the differences ſubſiſting between | 
the generals, was authoriſed, in caſe of the mar. 
quiſs Pizarro's death, to aſſume the dignity and ad- 
miniſtration of governor of Peru, He had been | 
driven by confrary winds into the bay of Gorgona, W | 
and reſolved” to travel by land to Lima, on the | 
road to which he was thus reinforced, being now 
ſeven hundred ſtrong, „ 55 
Vaca de Caſtro was a man of ſound ſenſe, deep | 
knowledge, firm reſolution, and unconquerable in- 
tegrity : he was bred to the law; but his firm adl- WWF | 
| 
| 
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herence to juſtice, his contempt for every proceed - 
ing that was not perfectly right, and his declining, WW 
even in the beſt cauſe, any thing that had the flight- 
eſt appearance of illegality, or that looked like ci - 
cumvention, prevented him from meeting the en- 
couragement his virtue deſerved ; ſo that he ve MF. 
very little known. * 5 
We are not informed by what chance a man of | 
ſuch conſummate honeſty could find intereſt at court; Wt \ 
but it is certain that the emperor had preferred | 
him to this poſt, without adviſing with any of bis b 
miniſters, becauſe he had received ſome convincing 
proofs of his virtue; at the ſame time that be ad- 
vanced him, ſaying, that he would try how pre bit) 
would thrive in an Indian foil, ſince it was ſo little 
171 . cheriſhes 
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cheriſhed at à Spaniſh bar; and certainly, Juch a 
governor America never experienced, either before 
or ſinee; his conduct proving fully the truth of the 
proverb, that Honeſty is the beſt policy. ö 
He ventured upon this expedition with few fol- 
lowers and little money; and his ſucceſs, thus in- 
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differently ſeconded, muſt appear ſurpriſing, until 

we conſider the fro of the Peruvian affairs, * 
in conſequence of which a ſtrong party was to join [+ 
him in their own defence. = 


De Caftro received Alvarado and Pedro de Hol- 
guin with great civility, confirming them in their 
former commands ; ; but, to prevent all diſputes that 
might ariſe from a diviſion of the chief authority, 
25 had been the caſe between Pizarro and Almagro, 
he aſſumed the title of captain-general himſelf, re- 1 
ſolving to act in perſon every where, though he - a 
had not been bred in the field. = 

Perhaps no man ever behaved with a more even 
conduct; he never ſhewed his authority by op- 
preſſion, nor ſtrove to purchaſe friendſhip by flat- 
tery; to him both were equally odious: he deter- 
mined with. ſtrict impartiality every cauſe that came 
under his inſpection; nor did the party's being ei- "11 
ther Spaniſh or Indian procure the leaſt diſtinction: 9 
to thoſe who obeyed the emperor he behaved as Mn 
a father; to the rebellious, as an expounder of the 
law, to "Oo very letter of which he adhered ; as 
a man he was compaſſionate; as a judge he was 
a ſtranger to pity, The people at firſt were aſto- 
niſhed at his deportment; but a ſhort time con- 
vinced them of his upright intention: and they were 
taught at length to revere wort they had before - 

| Greaded, | 

Belalcazar came from his 8 of Popay- 
an, to compliment him; moſt of the places that . 
were not overawed by the preſence of Almagro, 1 

Vor. II. i acknow- 9 
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acknowledged his power; and Gonſalo Pizarro, be- 
ing returned from his progreſs to the eaſtward, af. 
ter having ſuſtained confiderable hardſhips, and 
loft near two thirds of his men, ſent a deputation 
to him from Quito, whereby he ſubmitted himſelf 
to his ſuperiority, and offered to march with what 
men he could raiſe to his aſſiſtance: but De Caſtro, 
who always acted upon the principles of reQitude; 
ſent him word, That he accepted of his ſub- 
miſſion, and was ſatisfied of his fidelity to the em- 
peror ; that the hardſhips by him ſuſtained in his 
late progreſs required ſome reſt ; on which account, 
the loyal party being already ſufficiently ſtrong, | 
his preſence was diſpenſed with, and he was zt 
liberty to apply himſelf to the care of civil matters 
in Quito. RH nn: . | 
Young Almagro was, in the mean time, making 
what head he could againſt ſuch formidable oppo- 
ſition; he was open, brave, and generous, but a 
little cruel ; nature had bleſſed him with very great 
abilities, and they were tempered by the virtues of 
a proper education; but his youth leſſened the in- 
fluence which his merits ought to have command- 
ed, by which means he was driven into many er- 
rors ; the principal of which was, his permitting 
the armies of Alvarado and Holguin to unite, and 
not fixing upon any thing poſitively till it was al- 
moſt too late to take any meaſures. 
The death of De Reda, who was his general, 
and a man of experience as well as fidelity, con- 
tributed to diſconcert him greatly; and his after- A 
wards dividing the commiſſion of general between 0 
Chriſtopher de Sotalo and Garcia de Alvarado laid d 
the foundation of his ruin. 
Chriſtopher and Garcia ſoon after quarreling about 
ſuperiority, the former having condemned a ſoldi- 
er to be hanged for theft, was oppoſed by the lat- 


ter, who thence taking occaſion to differ with him, 
3 8 | warm 


* 


THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 2 
warm words enſued; and Chriſtopher was killed on 
the ſpot. _ 


Almagro reſented the aſſaſſination very highly, 


and Garcia fearing his revenge, reſolved to be be- 


| fore hand with him, by murdering him at a feaſt 
W which he feigned to prepare for his entertainment; 


but his intention, by ſome means getting wind, 


| reached Almagro's ears, who pretending himſelf 
W fick, ſtaid at home; when Garcia fearing to loſe 
ſo good an opportunity, went to him to endeavour ' + 


to perſuade him to come to it : at laſt Almagro, as 


if overcome by his perſuaſions, called for his cloke- | 


| to go out : a concerted ſignal for notice had been 


given of Garcia's approach, and this was prepared 


for his reception; at which ſix men ruſhing in at 

once, ſeized and ſtabbed him in ſeveral places, 
while Almagro with his drawn ſword ran him thro' 
the body; after which he made Balſa his general, 

and then reſolved to march againſt the new gover- 
nor. 5 | | 
Vaca de Caftro encamped at Guamanga, about 
fifty leagues ſouth-weſt of Cuzco, where, willing 
| to ſpare the effuſion of Chriſtian blood, he endea- - 
voured to perſuade Almagro to lay down his arms, 

| but the latter inſiſted upon enjoying his father's 
government unmoleſted, till the deciſion of the em- 
| peror ſhould diſpoſe of it, before whom his claim 
to It was at that time laid by Alvarado, and op- 
| poſed by Ferdinand Pizarro. | | 
| But whilft theſe meſſages paſſed betwixt them, 
[Almagro found that Vaco was under-hand endea- 
ouring to ſeduce his people; for a Spaniard was 
diſcovered in his camp, diſguiſed. like an Indian, 
with letters to Pedro di Candia, Almagro's engi- 
peer, perſuading him, by very advantageous offers, 
to render the artillery uſeleſs, in caſe the two ar- 


ies ſhould engage. This perfidy fo incenſed the 
g en Rn 
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young general, that he ordered the ſpy to be in. 
ſtantly hanged up; and, tho' he ſeemed inclined to 
terms of accommodation before, he would now liſten We 
to none, except De Caſtro conſented to baniſh Hol. 
guin, Alvarado, De la Vaga, and many other ye. 
terans, in whom the chief ſtrength of his army 
Conſiſted. | * | 1 
Neither ſide, after this period, entertained the leaſt 
hopes of agreement, but both marched forward to 
engage in the valley of Chupas. | 
De Caſtro's army conſiſted of ſeven hundred 
Spaniards and many Indians; Almagro's of only 
five hundred Spaniards; but then the latter had 
the advantage of a riſing- ground, on which his ar- 
tillery being poſted, commanded the whole plain: 
in order to avoid the effects of this diſpoſition, 
Carvajal, De Caſtro's ſerjeant- major, found a way 
of approaching the enemy ſomething nearer, under 
cover of a little hill; but, when that ſhelter failed 
them, they were laid quite open to the fire of the 
artillery, whoſe balls flew over their heads, doing 
no manner of execution: which Almagro obſerv- 
ing, he advanced to Pedro de Candia, with fury in 
bis eyes, and calling bim traitor, ſtruck him thro 
with his ſpear; and inſtantly alighting, threw him- 
ſelf upon one of the cannon, bringing it with the 
weight of his body to bear upon the enemy, then 
ordered it to be fired; it ſwept down ſeventeen 
Spaniards, and was the firſt piece that did any ene. 
Cution. Te „ 
But the heat of youth, and want of conſiders 
tion, led him into a blunder that completed bi 
overthrow, at a time when he ſeemed to bid faite 
for ſucceſs; for, as De Caſtro approached them, 
ſome of Almagro's people raſhly preſſed him 0 
lead them forvard to meet him, which requeſt he 
conſenting to, got between the enemy and his OWN 
artilleay, by that means rendering it unſerviceadi 


7] his 
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This irretrie veable miſtake being obſerved by his 


ſerjeant-major Suarez, he told Almagro, ** That 
« had he kept his poſt, as he adviſed him, De Caſ- 


& tro muſt have been inevitably ruined ; but now, 
« ſaid he, it is plain you have dine wn away the 


« advantage fortune had given you, and I don't 


« chuſe to ſhare in a defeat ariſing from your miſ- 
« conduct ;” with which words he rode off to De 
Caftro's army, not without ſeveral followers. 
Holguin was killed at the beginning of the fight 
with a muſket- ball; and Alonzo de Alvarado would 
have been certainly born down by Almagro, if De 
Caſtro, who had, by advice of his moſt experien- 


ced officers, kept aloof with a body of thirty men, 
to march down, in caſe of an*exigency, had not re- 


lieved him : on this occaſion he ſhewed he had a 
good genius for military as well as civil affairs ; for 
never was ſuccour more properly timed ; it gave 
new vigour to his troops, who fought with redoub- 
led valour, and ſoon drove the enemy from the field. 

Almagro, who had behaved with great courage 
and reſolution, finding his army entirely ſcattered, 
wandered away with only fix horſemen, and took the 
road to Cuzco, where the very magiltrates, whom 
he himſelf had inveſted with power, as ſoon as 
they heard of his e ſeized and impriſon- 
ed his perſon. 


The battle of Chupas was 3 on the 16th 


day of September, 1542; five hundred Spaniards 
fell therein on both ſides; the partizans of Almagro 
were entirely routed, and the chiefs of them taken 
priſoners. De Caſtro was not back ward either in 
praiſing or rewarding the intrepid behaviour of his 
troops; he was careful of the wounded, and or- 
dered the dead to be decently interred. 

He afterwards went to Cuzco, where a tribunal 
was erected for the trial of Almagro, who was tried, 
condemned, and executed for high- -treaſon in the 
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246 THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 
beginning of 1542, and then interred in the ſame 
grave with his father, in much the ſame private 
manner. | F “ 
Nor was his head alone thought ſufficient atone. 
ment for his crimes; for moſt of his chief dounſel. 
lors, but particularly thoſe who had been concern- 
ed in the aſſaſſination of the marquis Pizarro, were 
formally tried and put to death, without favour or 
affection. By ſuch proceedings, De Caſtro not on) 
extinguiſhed the rebellion, but eradicated the very | 
ſeed; of it, while his upright intention and diſin- 
teteſted juſtice was univerſally acknowledged, 


CHAP: IK. 

De Caftiro's wife proceedings after the vebellion ; he is 
ſuper ſeded by Blaſco Nuniz, who bears the title if 
vicerey, and, adling very injudiciouſly, is oppoſed by 
Gonſalo Pizarro, whoſe authority has the ſanctiu 
of the judges; the viceroy impriſoned, but eſcape: 
and fuffers great hardſhips, and is at length killed 
in battle; the arrival of Pedro de la Gaſca with 

' the commiſſtn of preſident and very great authority; 
makes offers to Pizarro, in vain; Pizzars |: 
ground every where ; hawever he fights with, and 
conquer Centeno. S) | | 


E Caſtro, having thus put an abſolute end to 
D the commotions that had ſo long diſturbed 
Peru, now applied himſelf to the arts of peace. 
He eſtablifhed courts of juftice, wherein right 
was impaitially protected; he ſtrengthened the old, 
and encouraged the ſettlements of new colonies: 
he forwarded diſcoveries as much as in his power 
and by ſo doing, rid himſelf of many clamorous 
and impertinent people. | Th 
. : 
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The mines were worked, during his government, 
with great profit to the proprietors; and in all the 
great towns he erected public ſchools and colleges 3 
at the ſame time appointing many learned men, 
converſant in the Indian language, to preach Chriſ- ' 
tianity to the people, and was himſelf the converter 
of Paullu, the inca's brother, of whom we have 
often ſpoken heretofore, who was baptized by the 
name of Chriſtopher; he was a man of excellent 
ſenſe, and true to the Spaniſh intereſt, upon the 
niceſt principles of honour, . i 

De Caſtro alſo divided the lands into eccleſiaſti- 
cal juriſdictions, appeinting biſhops and ſubordi- 

nate miniſters, for which he was veſted both with 
the papal and imperial authority. In ſhort, had 
the government continued in his hands, Peru 
had, in a very little time, been one of the beſt re- 
gulated kingdoms in the world, and more profi- 
table to the Spaniſh crown than all its other do- 
minions; but the cabals of the miniſtry, which 
could draw no advantage from a man whoſe con- 
duct ſtanding not in need of defence, neither 
courted nor bribed, diſperſed the Halcyqn calm; 
firſt by appointing certain judges, with very large 
authority, to take cognizance in public matters, 
who oppoſed the .governor often, for oppoſition's 
fake ; and afterwards by ſending over Blaſco 
| Nunez, with the title of vice-roy, to ſuperſede 
him, and enforce laws that were abſolutely detri- 
RENE to the advantage and peace of the king- 
om. : | 
This new officer arrived at Lima, in the year 1544, 
and although the inhabitants unanimouſly offered 
to ſupport De Caſtro in his adminiftration, and to 
petition the emperor for his continuance, he would 
by no means avail himſelf of their friendſhip 
but ſubmitted to the authority of Nunez, who, 
. M 4 Jealous 


248 THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 
jealous of his great influence among the people, 
ſoon after made ſome pretence of putting him un- 


der an arreſt, and proceeded otherwiſe in a man. 


ner ſo arbitrary and diſagreeable, as to entail upon 
himſelf many enemies; who encouraged Gonſalo 
Pizarro to raiſe troops againſt him, promiſing to 
ſupport him in the office of procurator-general, 
with a power to liſt men in defence of his perſon: 
the judges, whom we have juſt now mentioned, 
acknowledging his title in oppoſttion to Nunez, 
and ordering matters fo as that he was received as 
governor of Peru in the city of Cuzco, 

Herrera and De la Vega give very different ac- 
counts of the adminiſtration of Nunez, but we 
ſhall rather chuſe to adhere to the relations of the 
latter, as he ſeems to ſpeak very coolly every where, 
and ſhews no 'rancour. againſt any party, neither 
does he pretend to vindicate any ill action on either 


fide; on the contrary, Herera, through the whole, 


plainly manifeſls a fixed enmity to Pizarro's fa. 
mily; and what would induce us to credit La Vega 
ſtill more, is, that he lived on the ſpot at the fame 
'time that the things happened, concerning which 
SS oo NY | 
So arbitrary and overbearing was the deport- 
ment of Nunez, that his forces every day fell off 
to Pizarro; and being a man of a warm temper, he 
ordered Suarez, who was one of his beſt friends, to 
be aſlaſſinated in his preſence, becauſe he ſuſpected 
him of a deſign to deſert; tho' he heartily repent- 
ed of this reſnneſs in a little time, being fully con- 
vinced of his fidelity. 25 
Soon after this, the judges were obliged to take 
him into cuſtody, and order him to be ſent under 2 
uard on board a ſhip, and in fo doing they certain- 
y acted judiciouſly, as this was the only way to 
preſerve his life from the inſults of the angry popu- 


| lace, and the revenge of Benito de Carvajal, _ 
- | „ 
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ther to Suarez, who had ſerved under Gonſalo: 
Nunez was indeed ſometime after ſet at liberty and- 
carried, at his own defire, to 'Truxillo, by Alvares, 
one of the judges who had been entruſted. by his 
brethren to carry him to Spain, and lay his pro- 
ceedings before the emperor, In the mean time 
Gonſalo, partly by fair and partly by foul means, 
got himſelf generally acknowledged as governor of 
Peru: but left the adminiſtration of civil affairs. 
very wiſely to the judges, applying himſelf entirely 
to the care of regulating his army 1 

| Having ſettled things in ſuch a manner, that no 
bodo ſeemed either willing or able to diſpute his. 
authority, he reſolved on ſending two of bis par- 
| tizans to Spain in the ſame ſhip with Vaco de 
| Caſtro, to defend his proceedings; but De Caſtro- 
| fearing ſome ill ufage from them, prevailed on the 
cte to quit the harbour and ſteer for Panama, 
before Pizarro's diſpatches were ready. | 
| This retreat incenſed Pizarro extremely: he ac- 
| cuſed ſeveral people who had been very ſerviceable: 
| to him, of conniving at De Caltro's eſcape ; and 
not only arbitrarily impriſoned, but cruelly put 
many of them to death; and though he ſhifted the 
| blame as much as he could upon Carvajal, yet, as 
be did not puniſh him in the leaſt, this was looked: 
on as a pretence. a 

In the mean time, the viceroy and ju ige Alva-- 
8 ſez arrived at Tumbag, were he pub iſhed a ma- 
nifeſto, with an account of Pizarro's rebellion, re- 
| queſting the aſſiſtance of all loyal ſubjects againſt 
| him; and, in reality, diſplaying in theſe circum- 
| ſtances, much greater abilities than it was poſlible- 
| to have ſuſpected him. maſter of in proſperity ;. 
but the ill character he had before acquired, fright- 
ed even Pizarro's enemies from joining bim; fo» 
| that he was obliged to retire on the new gover- 
| 2or's approach, who purſued and. hunted him 
| XX 5 | over 
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over the rugged mountains of Quito, where he of. 
ten experienced very great diſtreſs, being reduced 
to the neceſſity of feeding on horſe-fleſh, or ſuch | 
wild herbs and vegetables as the inhoſpitable foil 
_ afforded. 8 > ew | 
- Nunez having evaded him thus for more than 3 
year, during which time great cruelties were com- 
mitted on each ſide, was at length betrayed into an 
engagement near Quito, on the 19th. of January 
1546, in which his party was totally routed, and 
himſelf, gallantly fighting, knocked down, his head 
being, by the revengeful Suarez's order, ſtruck of 
and ſet upon a pole; an indignity which Pizarro 
reſented extremely, ordering it to be taken down, 
as ſoon as ever he was informed of it, to be ho- 
£ £:2urably interred with the body. TT 
The accounts of theſe dangerous diviſions gave 
great uneaſineſs to the court of Spain, and indu- 
ced the emperor to ſend over Pedro de la Gaſca, 
with the title of preſident of the royal court of 
Peru, and power equal to that of a ſovereign prince; 
- kis. inſtructions impowered him to make or to re- 
peal laws, to pardon or puniſh treaſon, as he ſhould We 
judge beſt for the honour of God, and ſervice of 
his prince. In ſhort, he was permitted to exercile 
the ſame authority with reſpect to perſons and things 
as if he was the king in perſon. 
Pedro de la Gaſca was a prieſt, and à bro- 
ther of the inquiſition, but a man of ftrict reſolu- 
tion, unſhaken honeſty, and unalterable courage, 
mild, affable, penetrating, and ſagacious; beſides, 
he acted entirely upon diſintereſted principles. 
His commiſſion was dated at Vienna, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1546, and he arrived at Pa- 
nama about the middle of July, in the ſame year, 
where he was received with great reſpect, his 
agreeable and judicious deportment procuring bim 
many friends; and adding ſome conſiderable * 
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ſons to the royal party, among whom was Hino-. 
joca, who commanded the fleet as admiral under 
Pizarro ; but his revolt was, by agreement, to be 
kept a profound ſecret, till ſuch time as it was 
known in what manner Pizarro would behave to 
the meſſenger, whom Gaſca ſent to him with one 
letter from the emperor, and another from him- 
ſelf. „ „ 

Theſe letters were carried by a perſon nameck 
Paniagua, whom Pizarro received very reſpectfully; 
ſubmitting to an aſſembly of his principal officers 
his inſtructions, wherein was offered a general 
amnefty to all who would acknowledge the preſi- 
dent's authority, and a proper proviſion promiſed. 
to be made for Pizarro and his family, in conſi- 
deration of their ſervices, without any remembrance 
of his rebellion. Carvajal declared very warmly 
for accepting theſe terms, and was joined by mo- 
derate people; but ſeveral perſons who were of a 
ſtirring, uneaſy diſpoſition, prevailed with Pizarro 
to anſwer, by fending a ſhort defence of his con- 
duct, and requiring to be confirmed in the govern- 
ment of Peru; to which, as heir to his brother,, 
who had conquered the country, as well as by pre- 
cedent, in all caſes of the like nature, he had am 
undoubted right. 8 . 5 1 ö 
Paniagua had ſecret orders to grant tlis requeſt 
in Pizarro, in cafe he found his party very ftrong ; 
but having been privately viſited by. moſt of his 
principal people, who aſſured him that they would} 
all join the royal ſtandard, as ſoon as ever the preſi- 
dent arrived in Peru, Paniagua ſuppreſſed theſe or- 
ders, ſeeing he might ſucceed without declaring? 
them, tho* De la Vega informs us, he often after- 
wards repented that he had acted in this manner:;: 
and not without reaſon, as a great many lives might 
dave been preſerved, + | J 

TT. | AL 6. _ Abou 


* 


252 THE CONQUEST OF PERU. 

About this time, the news of the defection of 
Hinojoſa, and ſeveral other petſons in whom he had 
repoſed great confidence, reached Pizarro's ears; 
but what gave him moſt uneaſineſs was, the deſer- 
tion of two of his people, whom he had ſent with 
a defence of his conduct into Spain. 

The city of Cuzco was ſoon after Aae we by 
the following ſtratagem. Centeno, an officer wha 
had fought very.bravely under the viceroy Nunez, 
after whoſe defeat he took refuge in the mountains, 
once more made his appearance, declaring, himſelf 
fimly attached to the emperor ; and was joined by 
about eighty horſemen, with whom he determined 
to ſurprize that City, it being garriſoned by three 
hundred men, under the command of De Om 
a man faithful to the intereſt of Pizarro. 

For this purpoſe, as ſoon as night fell, they or- 


dered ſome. Indians to drive their mules 3 other 


beaſts of burthen with a great noiſe, and matches 
lighted at the pummel of each ſaddle, up a Cer- 


tain ſtreet; which alarmed the garriſon, and the 


ſoldiers marched out to that quarter, wherein was 
the confuſion; while Centeno and his people en- 
tered the town on the contrary fide, attacked them 
in the rear, and put them in ſuch diſorder, that 
they immediately fled, leaving him in poſſeſſion of 


it, and many ef them, who owed no good will 


eithcr to Pizarro or De Robles, returning to join 
him, on finding out what was the true ſtate of the 
caſe, De Robles himſelf was made priſoner, being 
diſcovered to have taken refuge in a convent, and 
behaved fo inſolently to Centeno, that he alen 
him to be beheaded. 

"The preſident was, by this time, arrived in the 
province of Quito, publiſhing every where a ge- 
neral amneſty, and a repeal of the laws that had 
been fo irkſome to the people ; ſome of them 


having . we forbid, * under ſevere Ppre- 
nalties, 
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W tics, the Indians from working in the mines or 


fiſhing for pearl; thus, by a miſtaken clemency, 


| I preventing the getting that treaſure which made Peru 
bo valuable an acquilition ; alſo commanding that 
no Indian ſervant ſhould be kept on any account 


whatever by any of the king's officers, and many 


1 of theſe poor people Who had fallen into the hands 


ö of tender humane maſters, lamented at being ob- 
@ liged to leave them, as if they had been torn from 


2 | a parent's arms; others of theſe laws appointing 
that the eſtates of all perſons ſhould, on their death, 


fall to the crown, at whoſe option it was to appoint 
nz certain maintenance for their wives and children. 
W There were ſeveral others, to the amount of forty | 
W four, equally impolitic, unwiſe, and deſtructive to 
E the intereſt of the country. 35 

Tenteno's army was now encreaſed by reinforce- 
ments from Arequipa, La Plata, and other places, 
E to above a thouſand men; and the preſident was 
daily growing ſtronger, ſo that he reſolved to march 


; 1 towards Lima, which city had declared in his fa- 


E vour a day or two after Pizarro had left. it, who 
bent his courſe towards Arequipa; but finding 
things go every where againſt him, and not being 
much above four hundred ſtrong, when joined by 
Acoſta with fifty horſe, he turned off to the ſouth- 
Ward, intending to have eſtabliſhed a colony on the 
eaſt ſide of the mountains of Potoſi, the ſilver 
mines of which had been juſt then diſcovered; 
and in caſe of meeting with interruption there, his 
deſign was to have retreated farther ſouth, and made 
| a ſettlement in Chili. 
But Centeno lying in the way, Pizarro having 
tried by fair means, to engage him on his ſide to no 
Purpoſe, determiRed to force a paſſage through his 
| camp; on which Acoſta made an attack the night 
before the battle, in hopes to have ſurprized Cen- 
| teno 3 


%. 
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teno; but he was diſcovered, and retired without 


any loſs. VVV e | 
_ Centeno's force conſiſting of between one thay. 


ſand and twelve hundred men, and Pizarro's of not 


quite five hundred, on the 20ih of October, 1 547, 
both armies drew up in fight of each other : but the 
courage and conduct of Carvajal ſtood in the place 


of numbers; he gave orders that his people ſhould 


not moye from the poſt in which he had fixed them, 
but reſerve their fire till the enemy were cloſe upon 
them; he alſo armed every man with two mulſkets, 
for many who had deſerted had left their arms be- 
hind them; and his orders were ſo well obeyed, 
that Centeno was entirely rou ed, though Pizarro 


cavalry had at firſt been cloſely puſhed, and he him 


ſelf forced to take ſhelter with his infantry. 
Centeno. who was carried to the field in a li. 
ter, was by the defeat entirely cured of his mala 
dy, and mounting a horſe, endeavoured to per: 
ſuade his people to rally, but in vain; that raſh 
ſpirit that had fpurred them on to battle, without 
waiting the command of the genera], or keeping 
their ranks, was ſo totally changed into fear and 
confuſion, that they paid no attention to his te-. 
monſtrances, and he was obliged to march, by 
the privateſt roads poſſible, almoſt in deſpair, to 


4 


THE CONQUEST OF PERU, 255 


CHAP. X. 


Gmſalo enters Cuxco; the preſutent is viſited by . 


Valdivia and many other officers; Pizarro ruins 


himſelf by rejeating Carvajal's advice, and is 


abandoned by all his people, on the meeting of both 


ar mies; ſurrenders himſelf, and behaves with 


great ſpirit before the preſident ; he is condemned 


or rebelling againſi the emperor, and beheaded; 


many of his officers are put to death; the preſi lent 


perplexed about the diviſion of the lands, retires to 
Spain. | e 


TN Izarro's troops, confiderably reinforeed by this 

victory, having been joined by numbers of 

the vanquiſhed, marehed to take poſſeſſion of Cuzco, 

wherice detached parties were fent out to ſcour the 

country, the commanders of which were-guilty of 
many barbarities. | 1 

However, this defeat did not much affect the pre- 


ſident's army, which encreaſed daily, Centeno hav- 


ing made a ſhift to come up with him, and he alſo 
being joined by Belalcazar and many other good 
officers, together with Pedro de Valdivia,  witlr 
about twelve horſe. _ | | | 


This laſt-mentioned gentleman: had been ap- 


pointed governor of Chili; but finding his force 
much too ſmall to maintain him in his poſt, had 
taken ſhipping at St. Jago for Lima, with a conſi- 
derable quantity of treaſure, which he intended 
to have diſpoſed of, in raiſing recruits: but, find- 
ing how things were ſituated on his arrival at Lima, 
be joined the preſident directly, who received 
| this valuable ſecond in the molt reſpectful man- 
ner. His coming was undoubtedly a conſiderable 
advantage, for there was not a better ſoldier at 


that time in America; and ſuch intrepidity and 


foreſight 


_ 
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foreſight as he poſſeſſed, were only fit to match 


with Carvajal. 


Thus reinforced Gaſca found himſelf at the head 


of fifteen hundred men, wherewith he reſolved to 
march in ſearch of Pizarro, who, fluſhed with ſuc. 
ceſs, was determined to meet him. | ; 
This reſolution was quite contrary to the advice of 
the experienced Carvajal, who aſſured him that ſuch 
a ſtep would be their entire ruin; he wiſely ob. 


ſerving that the preſident's army was much ſupe- I 


rior to his; that he was certain too of his-men's 
fidelity, whereas Pizarro might be certain that 
three hundred men who had deſerted from Cen- 
teno, after the laſt engagement, would, on the leaft 


appearance of advantage, return to their old maſ- 


ter; he alſo made it evident, that the moſt judici- 


ous ſtep he could take, would be to harraſs the pre- 


ſident's army, by retiring before him to the ſouth- 
ward, and diſtreſſing him by carrying off all the 
proviſions in every place as he went; ſo that in 
following him, he muſt be certain to encounter 
many difficulties: and he promiſed to ſhew him a 
place out of which it would be impoſſible to force 
him, at the ſame time that he could awe the whole 


country, and ſtarve his antagoniſt. 


But Pizarro, who had ſome il}-grounded diffi- 
dence of Carvajal, as if bent upon his own ruin, 
was deaf to all his arguments; tho' the latter of- 
fered, with two hundred foot and fifty horſe, to 
prevent the enemy from paſſing the river at Apuri- 
mac, nay undertook abſolutely to rout them. His 
offer was ſlighted, and the command conferred upon 
Acoſta, who, neither having ſufficient foreſight nor 
diligence, allowed the enemy to ſeize upon the 
paſs, without any reſiſtance, 1 i 

On the top of a hill near Apurimac, was a ſpring 
of freſh water, the only one within many miles; 


near which it was Carvajal's ſcheme to have lain in 


3 | ambuſh, 
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ambuſh, and when the ſoldiers were running, with- 
out order, to drink, after croffing the river, which 
would certainly be the caſe, as there could be no 
ſuſpicion of an enemy, then it was his deſign to 
have fallen ſuddenly upon, and drove them down 
to the river again, when their confuſion and diſor- 
der would have completed their rout. HD 
Had Pizarro complied with any of theſe directi- 
ons, he had retrieved his own affairs, and deftroy- 
| ed all Gaſca's deſigns : but they were given in vain z 
| every opportunity of ſtraitnipg the preſident was 
Joſt, and on the 9th of April, 1548, both "armies 
were drawn up in battle- array, in fight of each 
other, and Carvajal obſerving the order of the pre- 
fident's forces, was heard to ſay, Valdivia muſt 
certainly be with Gaſca, for no man in Feru could 
| diſpoſe of that army to fuch advantage but he, 
| The victory was not long in diſpute, Pizarro's 
people going over in bodies to the enemy; Garce- 
laſſo de la Vega, father to the hiſtorian, was the 
| firſt who ſhewed them the way; the whole right 
wing followed him, and ſeveral ſquadrons of horfe 
| went after, while Carvajal, who, diſguſted at Pi- 
Zarro's perverſeneſs, had refuſed all command, and 
acted only as a private man, began to fing aloud 
| ſome part of an old ballad, not ill adapted to the 
| preſent circumſtances. 3 
The remainder of his men, ſeeing themſelve 
| thus abandoned, flung down their arms and fled; 
fo that Pizarro was, in a very ſhort time, left 
with only a few officers, and turning to Acoſta 
| ſaid, calmly, “ Well, brother John, what are we 
© todo?” © Why, die like Romans, anſwered 
| he. „No,“ replied Pizarro, „let us rather fall 
like Chriſtians.” ED lt”; 
Having ſaid thus, they moved on towards Gaſ- 
cas army, where Pizarro ſurrendered himſelf to 
| Pedro de Villavincentio, who thanked him for the 
honour 
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honour he had conferred on him by fo doing, and 
with great politeneſs, refuſed to take his ſword and 
dagger from him, which he offered, having no other 
arms; Centeno met him as he was going to appezr 
before the preſident, and expreſſed great feeling x 
his circumſtances ; to which he chearfully anſwer. 
ed, This day Centeno has completed my fall; 
« to-morrow perhaps you yourſelves will have rea- 
« ſon to lament it.” - 8 | 

He behaved before Gaſca, who accuſed him 6f 
rebelling againſt the emperor, and murdering Nu- 
nez, with great firmneſs; he ſaid he had not aſ- | 


ſumed the government till conferred upon him by 


the power of the judges, though it was his, in 
Tight of the commiſſion granted by the emperor 
to his brother and his heirs ; that Nunez had been 
killed in battle, and he had been forced to oppoſe 
him for the preſervation of the public peace. 

And in reply to the preſident's accuſing him of 
ingratitude to the emperor who had raiſed him 


from nothing, he anſwered, that no body could 


deny his being a man of. family, the conſtituents 


of which owed their elevation entirely to their 


own bravery; and had they erred in their con- 
duct, which he denied, yet he imagined tit 
ſervices they had done the crown, ſhould hare 


| pleaded in their behalf; he concluded with bid- 


ding the governor look round him: then, (as 
he, you will recollect that this whole coun- 
c try was annexed to the Spaniſh throne by tix 
&« yalour of my brother: I too contributed, and 
& do I, who have been an aſſiſtant, and am the 


. 6 only repreſentative of that brother, alk an 


ce thing unreaſonable, when I inſiſt upon beg 


„ made its governor; I dare not tax the empe!0 
c with injuſtice, but I cannot help ſaying, if be fac 


& my ſituation, if he was allowed to do it vit 
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W * impartial eyes, inſtead of conſigning me to 
« bondage, and branding me with the name of 


rebel, he would give me a ſtill larger reward 
W «< than that for which I have been forced to con- 


c tend.“ 


This bold defence of himſelf was not pleaſing 
to Gaſca, who ordered him back into the cuſtody 
of Centeno, by whom he was treated with the ſame 

| reſpect as if he had been maſter of the greateſt 

power. . 


the field, was taken by ſome people who ſaw him 


fall from his horſe, endeavouring to croſs a brook ; 


and had not Valdivia and Centeno timely come up, 


the latter of whom took him under his care, he 


| had been in danger of being very ill uſed. 


= The preſident ſoon after held a council of war 
upon his ſituation, in which, after much debate, 
Alonzo de Alvarado and Chianca were appointed 


to ſit as judges upon Pizarro and his followers, it 
being thought the moſt judicious courſe to deter- 
mine their fate as ſpeedily as poſlible ; leſt any 
| change in their favour ſhould throw matters out of 
their preſent channel. 15 


Accordingly Pizarro, old Carvajal, Acaſto, and 


Guevara, were tried, convicted, and condemned 


to be hanged; a ſentence which was executed in- 


| ſtantaneouſly upon them all, except Pizarro, whoſe 
| ſentence was changed to decollation, in conſidera- 


tion of the noble title of his brother; in purſu- 


ance of which, on the following day he loſt his 


head upon a block, in the forty ſecond year of his . 


age, | 
Thus fell Gonzalo Pizarro, a man who certainly 
merited a better fate; and I muſt declare it my 
opinion, that he richly deſerved the poſt, in ſtrug- 
| gling for which, he loft his life; as well. from. his 
| lamily-pretenſions as his own private virtues and 


— 


Catvajal endeavouring to make his eſcape from 


his 
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his very great abilities. The. houſes of Piz o 
both at Cuzco and Lima were razed to tHe ground, 
and the ſpots on which they flood ſown with 
_ ſalt; a marble pillar was alfo erected, on which 
bis crimes were inſcribed, and his head, together 
with that of Carvajal, was ſet up in the market. 
place of Lima: and ſeveral of his officers and adhe. 
rents were publickly executed in many other places; 
after which ſacrifices, the preſident having pro- 
claimed a general pardon, retired to Cuzco, where 
he reſted for ſome time, amidſt the rejoicings of 
His followers. But even now, when he. thought, 
by the. fuppreflion of the rebels, all his troubles 
were at an end, he found them only beginning; for 
-when he came to diftribute the lands, there was 
no ſuch thing as ſatisfying the demands of the peo- 
ple in general, even the meaneſt ſoldier expecting 
to be made lord of a manor, 

At length, wearied out with their ſolicitations, he | 
reſolved to eſcape from them at once; for which 
reaſon he privately withdrew to Lima, and thence 

* made the beſt of his way to Panama, there intend- 
„ ing to embark for Spain, and carrying with him 
4 near two millions for the emperor's uſe, and not a 

ducat for himſelf; ſo that, I fancy, it will be found 
very hard to match him and Vaſco de Caſtro, both 
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1 of whom acted upon principles very different from 
© the bulk of mankind, promoting the welfare of ths 
EP people, and improving the revenues of the crown, 
4 without any regard to their own private intereſt, 


It is to be remarked that they were neither cout- 
tiers nor noblemen. | | 

At Panama, Gaſca was very near loſing all tht 

\ treaſure he had amaſſed for the emperor, togethe! 

with his own life, by an unexpected inſurrect- 

on, which he quelled by his valour and prudence 


Then he embarked for Spain, at W 2 
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Dios, in the year 1550, and the emperor was ſo 
well pleaſed with his conduct, that he gave bim 
the biſhopric of Siguenga, a populous city in Old 
Caſtile, the income of which is reckoned at this 
day worth four hundred thouſand ducats per year; 
in which place he died in 1567, and was buried 
| in the pariſh-chapel of e of Valadolid, 
which he had built and endowed himſelf. 


Tube 
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The Vov As of the ſeveral firſt Ap- 
E vENTURERS, particularly of FERDI- 
NAND DE SoTo, for the Diſcovery of 
| FLORIDA, 1539. HET 


CHAP. I. 


Furida diſcovered by Sebaſtian Cabot; Jobn de 
| Ponce's expedition thither with three ſhips ; the rea- 

fon F calling it Florida; Ponce's people attacked 
| by the natives, and beaten in two places; his 
ſearch after the fountain of health; Francis d, 
Cordova's ill ſucceſs here; Pampbilo de Narvaez 
comes hither with a large force; takes four priſo- 
ners, and procures proviſion ; he proceeds in ſearch 
of a ſuppoſed gold country ; one of his men drotun- 
ed; he arrives with his people at Apalachen, where 
he meets with ſome oppoſition. 


LORIDA, which is on the continent of Ame- 
I rica, was firſt diſcovered by Sebaſtian Cabot, 
about the beginning of the ſixteenth century; but 
had no name; nor was it, among the various nati- 
ons then daily found out, taken much notice of, 
(till the expedition of John Ponce de Leon, who 
being ſuperſeded in his government of Porto Rico, 
where he had made a plentiful fortune, fitted out 
three ſhips well ſtored; and ſtoutly manned, with 
a view partly to profit, and partly to reputation, by 
making new diſcoveries, N 
- Having 


— 
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Having made a large circuit, and paſſed ſeveral 
points of land, he was tempted to come to anchor 
in ſight of a country that preſented the moſt al. 
luring landſcape he had ever ſeen; to which he 
ave the name of Florida, out of compliment to 
Eaſter, called by the Spaniards Paſcua Florida, 
from its being the fineſt flower- ſeaſon, he having 
diſcovered this territory on Eaſter- Sunday 1512. 
Having coaſted along a good while, in ſearch of 
a convenient harbour, he went on ſhore April the 
8th, in hopes to have made ſome acquaintance 
with the natives, ſeveral of whom were drawn 
up at a diſtance, watching an opportunity to 
drive the Spaniards, from their boat; one of whom 
receiving a fevere blow. on the head, the fight 
became warm, and two others were dangerouſly 
wounded, though the natives received no damage, 
Leon, having with ſome pains, collected his men, 
and failed to a river which they named- Rio de 
la Cruz, or the River of the Holy Croſs, he took 
in wood and water ; but was. ſeverely handled by 
the Indians: fo that he thought it would be vain 
to attempt making any. ſettlement in- this place, 
though, with halt: his complement of men, a per- 
ſon of Cortes's abilities would have ſubdued the 
better part of America; and indeed nothing con- 
tributed more to his failure in an eſtabliſhment 
at this place, than a ridiculous notion where- 
with he had been inſpired, cf there be ing ſome - 
where, in that neighbourhood, a fountain endu- 
ed with the virtues of Medea's kettle, in which 
an immerſion reſtored decrepit old age to [ulty 
youth; however, having miſpent a greet deal 
of time here, and among the: Bahama ſlands, in 
ſearch of this ideal curiohty, he returned t0 
Spain, where, making a great buſtle about the me. 
rits of his t xhedition, he was generouſly reward- 


ed by the court; though the only advantage . 
| | | ACcrue 


"x 
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way through the bay of Mexico to Spain without 
going round by the. iſland of Cuba; the courſe of 
alt ſhips before that time. © Fo” 


accrued from his induſtry, was diſcovering a ſhort 


In 1517, Francis de Cordova. put in upon this 


coaſt to wood and water, but ſeveral of his men 
were cut off by the inhabitants, and he himſelf 


1 
: 


wounded, that he died a few 


$*E* 


was ſo dangerouſly” we 
days after his return to Cuba: 
"Vaſquez de 3525 made an expedition thither 
ſometime after, but his plan of operations was ſo. 
badly laid, that the Indians cut off above two 
hundred of his men, and drove the reſt off the 
coaſt ; nay, ſome have aflerted that he himſelf was 
killed here, nor is it very unlikely, ſince we have 
no certain accounts of him after that time. 
Pamphilo de Narvaez, of whoſe connexion with 
and confinement by Cortes, we have already 
ſpoken in the conqueſt of Mexico, being at length 
reſtored to bis liberty, was the next who ſet out 
upon diſcoveries in Florida, carrying with him five 
| ſhips, on board of which were ſix hundred men and 
| eighty . horſe : the chief perſons attending him, 
were Alvaro Punez, commonly called Capo di 
Vaya, in quality of treaſurer, Agozino as a provoſt * 
| martial, Alonzo Euriquez as auditor, and Alonzo © 
de Solis, factor for the king, together with father 
| Giovanni, a franciſcan, and four other friars of the 
| ſame order. © er gh 
| After two or three very violent ſtorms, wherein 
| they loft above two hundred of their men and 
half their horſes, they arrived on the coaſt of 
Florida, April the 12th 1528, and the auditor 
went aſhore on a ſmall iſland, the inhabitants of 
| Which gave him ſome deer ſkins and a few fiſhes : 
the day following, Narvaez took with bim as many 
men as the boats could hold, and landed on the 
main land of Florida, at a little village, which was 
Yor, BB - "Lo abandoned 
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abandoned by the natives; the houſes. hereof 
were of different ſizes, ſome very ſmall, and 
others large enough to contain more than three 
hundred people. He firſt took formal poſſeſſion 
of the place for the king of Spain, diſpatched the 
bdbrigantine in ſearch of a ſafe harbour for the ſhips, 
landed the remainder of his horſes, and then 
marched. northward; with forty foot and ſix horſe- 
men. They made four Indians priſoners, when 
they, had travelled about four leagues ; who by 
Giggs promiſed to ſhew them where to- get maiz, 
of which they had hitherto, ſeen none; and ac- 
cordingly they brave); Mem ie a village, in the 
neighbourhood of which there was. maiz, but it 
was not yet ripe ; and; afterwards to another where 
there were ſome webs of cloth, and a ſmall quantity 
of gold, which they gave them, to underſtand they 
had from a country called Apalachen, lying to the 
north-weſt of them: a little farther on, they found 
a large field of maiz fit to be cut, and here they 


* 


reſted themſelves two days. 
It being now determined to march over land in 
ſearch of Apalachen, from. whence the gold they 
had ſeen was brought; Narvaez choſe out three 
hundred men, forty of whom' were mounted for 
this expedition; giving firſt to each man two 
pounds of biſcuit, and half a pound of pork; on 
which they lived, for fifteen 'days, meeting neither 
houſe, inhabitants, nor eatables, except dates, 
which were very acceptable. Their progreſs was 
now ſtopped by a river, Which ran with exceſſive 
fury ; however, they, encamped upon the banks of 
it about a day, when its rage ſubſiding, they 
paſſed it upon rafts, not without great difficulty | 
and peril. Here they found two hundred Indians 
.drawn up armed, as it were to oppoſe them; 
whom convincing that their intentions were PR 
e eee e e een, 
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able, they were furniſhed with maiz, and then were 
direaed onward to Apalachen. 3 tl 
June the 7th, they were met by a cacique co- 
vered with a painted deer ſkin, and riding on the 
neck of one of his ſervants; he was eſcorted by a 
body of muſicians playing upon cane flutes, and 
ſpent above an hour with Pamphilo, in which 
time he endeavoured to tell him, that the people 
of Apalachen were his enemies; and preſented him 
the deers ſkin that he. wore, in return for ſome 
hawks bells, and other trifles given him by the 
Spaniards. After leaving him, they came to a river 
on which they did not dare to venture even with 
rafts; one of their men who, bolder than the 
reſt, endeavoured to ſwim his horſe over, being 
drowned, together with his beaſt, in their ſight, 
they found the body of the horſe, of which they 
made a very hearty ſupper, and then paſſed the river 
in a canoe made for that purpoſe. „„ 
Having ſurprized and ſeized four Indians to con- 
duct them, they came in ſight of Apalachen June 
the 26th, after traverſing huge foreſts, where the 
trees grew ſo. thick as ſcarcely to admit a paſſage, 
| and mountains that ſeemed, with giant-like ambi- 
tion, to reach at heaven: never was proſpect more 
| agreeable than that of Apalachen was to theſe 
people, whom hunger and fatigue had worn to 
| tkeletons z moſt of them being ready to faint under 
their arms, which had galled their ſhoulders, and 
were very uneaſy to them. | Eat 
| The town of Apalachen was made up of forty 
| low mud cabbins, ſituated on a ſandy ground, and 
| {urrounded by groves of pine, cedar, elm, palm, 
| and walnut trees; maiz they found here in plenty, 
| and ſaw rabbits, bears, lions, &c. geeſe, ducks, 
| black-birds, falcons of ſeveral ſorts, and ſeveral 
| other kinds of beaſts and birds of prey, | 
| Ts 92 The 
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The treaſurer was ſent with fifty foot and nine 
| horſe to reconnoitre the place, in which he found 
only women and children, with ſome deer ſkin, a2 
few thread garments of little value, and ſome 
'maiz, as alſo mills to grind it; the men were re- 
tired from the town in arms, and in a little time 
made an attack upon the Spaniards, who quickly 
repulſed them with the Joſs of one horſe, which 
was ſhot through with arrows. However, they came 
ſhortly after in a very peaceable manner, entreat- 
ing to have their wives and children reſtored to 
them, which requeſt was immediately granted ; but 
one of their caciques being detained by Narvaez, in- 
cenſed them ſo much, they once more came down in 
a hoſtile manner, but were ſo vigorouſly received, 
that they ſoort' fled with precipitation, and took 
ſhelter among 'the ſanding corn, N one man 
dead behind them. 

The Spaniards reſted here twenty five Jays; qur- 
ing which parties went out to view the country on 
all ſides, and indeed it promiſed very indifferently, 

preſenting to the eyes nothing but inacceſſible moun- 
tains, craggy rocks, impenetrable foreſts, inhoſpt- 
table defarts, and impaſſable lakes. This ſeemed to | 
be the only inhabited ſpot in the whole country, and 

they underſtood as much from the cacique, whom 
they kept priſoner, he informing them, that a great 
way to'the ſouth was the ſea, on the borders of which 
were a people called Aute; who were his 1 
and had ue of Indian corn. | 
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CHAP. II. 


Dey are diſappurrited of gold, and reduced to great diſ- 
treſs ; at len ib they contrive fie /mall veſſels, and 
embark on the river Magdalena: tiey land im an 
i and, when they ave forced to a ſtirm'ſh, and Nar- 
vac is waunded ;, he is aftcrwards ſuppoſed to be loft 
in a hard gale of wind ; but Alvaro gains land, and 


is tenderly uſed by the native; whoin be is ſaid to 
cure of ſickneſs: a deſcription and character of the 


people; the Spuniards paſs for children of ile 


ſun; they meet w.th Chrijitans, who uſe them ill. 


1 expectations with regard to gold be- 


ing not in the leaſt anſwered, it was reſolved 


to proceed for Aute, which they accordingly did; 


and after a very troubleſome journey, and being 
daily annoyed by. the natives, they arrived there __ 


in nine days, but the people had burned their 
houſes and were all fled ; however they found ſome 


maiz, gourds, and other vegetables, which gave 


them great refreſhment. 

I The place not anſwering their wiſhes in any te- 
| ſpect, it was determined to try to build themſelves 
boats, and embark upon the river which they ſaw, 
and called Magdalena, it being very Jarge, - and 
they hoping that it might bring them back to that 
part of the coaſt of Florida which borders on the 
gulph of Mexico. For this purpoſe, they with 
great difficulty contrived five large barks, each 
twenty two cubits long; one of their men, who 
| had a ready invention, having erected a forge, and 
prepared a ſort of-bellows to blow it, with beaſts 
ſkins and a pipe of wood, made a ſhift to form 


% 


ſuch iron-work as they wanted out of their croſs- 


bows, ſpurs, ſome of their arms, &c, the chinks 
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were ſtopped up with palmeto leaves and bark, 
their rigging was twiſted horſe-hair, and their 
| fails were their ſhirts; of the ſabine-wood they 
made oars, and the gum: that diſtilled from the 
Pine-tree ſerved them for pitch; from the legs of 
the dead horſes they flayed the ſkin as entire as 
poſſible, and theſe ſewed tightly were uſed to 
contain their water, inſtead of boracchios. 
September the 22d, they embarked on board 
theſe veſſels, and committed themſelves to the 
mercy of the waves, not one of them knowing 
any thing of navigation ; having loſt in twenty 
days, forty men by ſickneſs and fatigue, belides 
ten that were killed by the Indians, in ſight. of 
their comrades, who could not do any thing for 
their reſcue; ſo very wretched was their plight. 
At the end of ſeven days, they diſcovered five ca- 
Rees full of Indians, who ran aſhore on an iſland, 
where Narvaez and his people followed them, and 
landing found ſome eggs and dryed thornbacks, 
Which were a welcome affiſtance. Leaving this 
iUand and taking the canoes with them, they 
failed forward, till their water failing, they were 
reduced to extreme neceſſity, and were forced to 
drink the ſea-water, whereby five of their men 
were killed; but perceiving ſome inhabitants on a 
point of land which they weathered, they ten- 
tured to go on ſhore, where they found little 
houſes well built and lined with matting, and freſh 
water ſtanding in pots at the doors, together with 
fiſh ready dreft, on which they made a delicious 
meal : the cacique here treated them with great 
kindneſs ; but at night the Indians fell upon them, 
carried away the cacique, who was reſcued by his 
awn people, and wounded Narvaez with a ſtone in 
the head. 1 | 3 
After this adventure, they met with ſome Indians 


who offered to ſhew them freſh water, and leaving 
| $26 hoſtages, 
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hoſtages, took with them three Chriſtians for that 
purpoſe, who were never after heard of; the hoſta- 
ges endeavouring privately to eſcape, and their bre- 
thren afterwards ftriving ineffectually to recover 
them by force; however, they at laſt came to a 
river, where, to their vaſt joy, they found the 
ſtream freſh, but there being no wood, they once 
more truſted to the current, each man being ftinted -. 
to a handfal of raw maiz a dax. | 
They were now attacked by a violent ſtorm, 
and their little fleet ſcattered, at which time it was 
| imagined Pamphilo Narvaez was loſt ; he having 
never been heard of after. The boat in which 
was Alvaro Nunez was drove upon an iſland, 
where the inhabitants, who were of a gigantic ſta- 

_ ture, relieved and treated them with vaſt humani- 
ty; ſo that the Spaniards having recruited their 

rength, and mad proviſion of fiſh, wood, water, 

and ſome vegetables, ſtripped themſelves naked to 
Jaunch their boat, which having done, put all their 
things on board, and laſtly embarked themſelves ;; 
a ſudden wave turned her topſy-turvy, and three 
men whom ſhe ſtruck at the ſame time ſunk to the 
bottom and were drowned: Alvaro and the reſt 
made a ſhift to reach the land, but quite naked, 
having loſt their cloaths and every neceſſary by that 
laſt accident; ſo that they were reduced. to the 

extremeſt miſery, | 

| Their appearance was ſo wretched, that the In- 

_ Gans could ſcarcely know them again; but they 
toon brought them more proviſion, and ſat down 
by them, lamenting their misfortune ; after which- 
they carried them on their ſhoulders to their places 
of relidence, ſtopping very often by the way, to 
warm them at great fires; which they had prepared 
for that purpoſe at convenient diſtances : here they 
tound the company of one of their barks, at which 
they were exceedingly rejoiced, and as ſhe was in 
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good order prepared to trim for another voyage; 
but, when they were upon the point. of. embarking, 
ſhe was loft in a violent gale of wind: about this 
time their number was reduced from eighty to ff. 
teen, ſo much were they diminiſhed by famine and 
other hardſhips. 
| The men of this country make a hole. quite thro) 
one of their paps, and ſome through both; in which 
they carry a ſmall piece of cane, about three ſpans 
long ; and they alſo hang another piece to their 
nether lip, which is likewiſe bored through. The 
women are hard drudges: they generally inhabit 
this iſland from October to the end of F ebruary, 
and their food is fiſh, and a certain pleaſant root 
that grows about a foot under water ; after this, the 
roots beginning to fail, they remove their quarters 
elſe where. 

Alvaro flaid with theſe humane people till they 
were about to paſs over to the continent, when 
they took him and his followers with them; be 
cauſe, ſay both Herrena and Ramuſio, in their ac- 
counts of theſe matters, he had cured many of their 
ſick by the ſign of the croſs ; and if this was the caſe, 
we muſt ſuppoſe the pagan Indians to have had 
more faith than the Chriſtian Spaniards ; ſince with 
them it was much more efficacious : and yet it is 
certain, that Alvaro and two of his companies 
made oath, in the moſt folemn manner, at 

chaels in the South Sea, that, during fix years, in 
which they had travelled among the wild Indians, 
they were treated civilly on the account of the cures 

erformed by them with the ſign of the croſs, 

Alvaro and his two remaining companions were 
rewarded for the many cures they performed with 
a fruit, which ſerves the people principally for ſul- 
tenance; it is called tune, about the ſize of an egg, 
of a good taſte, and the colour red and black in- 


termixed; which they not only eat ſreſb, 1 
* 
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ing out the liquor, | which is an excellent drink, 
but alſo cut them open and ſtring them, hanging: 
them up to dry like fig s 1.7 52200 neg 
The Spaniards gave this place the name of Mal 
Hado, or Ill Luck; the people, who are divided 
into many nations of different names, are very fond: 
of their children, lamenting their Joſs when they 
die, for a year, in a very ſolemn melancholy man- 
ner; but they are very different with reſpect to the- 
death of their aged, eſpecially | ſuch as are paſt 
| their labour, ſaying it was time that they ſhould: 
go, and not ſtay to devour the ſuſtenance from 
I * young people who earned it, which they were 
unable to do. | e FONTS po 
| Thoſe that have children by their wives never 
| forſake them; neither do they bed with them dur- 
ing the time they know them to be with child: if 
they chance to quarrel, they cudgel one another. 
Es heartily; but never uſe their bows and arrows-but: 
| againſt the common enemy, and even with them: 
| they fight no longer than while they have arrows 
to ſhoot with; when theſe are waſted, though they 
| thould have infinitely the advantage, they turn their 
| backs and walk off very quietly 5 nor are their 
wounds, though quite through the body, mortal ;. 
except in the heart or bowels... It is remarkable, 
| fey will touch nothing after a woman while under” 
the menſtrual evacuation-;. ſo that, during: that time: 
ſhe muſt eat by herſelf, 125 | L 
When Alvaro and his companions were about to- 
| quit the people, to whom theſe cuſtoms Were fa- 
miliar, they defired to be carried towards the place 
of the fun's tetting; which was refuſed them, be- 
[Cauſe it was affirmed, the regions lying that way- 
Were uninhabited; but, inſiſting upon itz. and ex- 


Ipieſing ſome anger at being conttadicted, the poor: 
Ladians, who feared that knowledge that had done: 
Fach fipnal. cures among them, might,, if longer op- 
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1 poſed, do them ſpecial harm, ſoon conſented to 


their requeſt, and offered to conduct them. 
They paſſed through many different territories for 
upwards of five days, during which they had ſome- 
times proviſion, ſometimes none; feeding one day 
upon kine and veniſon, another upon powdered 
ſeraw, till at length they came to a nation where 
the people appeared to be a little civilized; having 
- good thatched houſes, plenty of maiz, pulſe, and 
_ _ gourds, with good ſkins, principally thoſe of deer, 
bombaſine, cotton, coral, torquoiſes, and emeralds. 
ſhaped like arrow- heads; of all which the Spaniards 
partook. | | 
Some way farther, they fell in with a tribe of 
le who were very brutal, and ſeemed to have 
but little underſtanding; however, they paid the 
Spaniards great reſpect, ſuppoſing them deſcended 
from heaven, becauſe they reſembled certain people, 
who, they ſaid, had viſited their land not long 
before, with horſes, lances, and ſwords, whom 
they ſuppoſed to be children of-the ſun, and who: 
went thence to ſea. 1 : | 
Sbortly after, they had more news of the Chril- 
tians, who had driven the inhabitants of ſome pla 
ces, where they chanced to come, up to the moun- 
tains, and behaved in a very cruel-manner ; and 
hence they judged that they were near the South- 
Sea; which opinion was confirmed by Diego de 
Acaraz, a Spaniard, whom they foon aſter met upon 
an excurſion with ſome of his people, who told 
the Indians that guided them, that Alvaro and bis 
companions were a mean, inſignificant race of 
people, born to ſervility, and unworthy. the atten- 
dance that was paid them: to which the ſimple [n- 
dians reaſonably anſwered, that ſuch a report 5 
incredible, ſince they had great ſkill in curing ti 
diſeaſed, and delighted in doing good; beſides 
which, they kept nothing for themſelves, but 0 
Eos neroull 


_ DISCOVERY OF FLORIDA. 275 
nerouſly divided with their followers whatever 
preſents were made to them; whereas, on the con- 
trary, thoſe who endeavoured to miſrepreſent them, 
in attempting to paint others, gave the colburing 
that diſtinguiſhed themſelves; ſince, inſtead of ſa--5 
ing people from death, they rejoiced in deſtroying 
them unprovoked ; that they uſed their attendants 
with great haughtineſs and cruelty;-and avaritiouſſy 
_ coveted every thing they ſaw, than which there 
could not be a ſtronger inſtance of meanneſs.. 
This was certainly arguing in the ſtile of good 
ſenſe, and nettled Diego extremely, who revenged 
himſelf upon Alvaro, by leading him and his two- 
companions into many inconveniencies, having per- 
ſuaded him to diſmiſs his Indians, and truſt himſelf. 
for ſafe conduct to a Spaniſh ſettlement.. To thoſe, 
whom Diego's endeavouring to ſet the Indians againſt 
Alvaro may ſurpriſe, it is neceſſary to obſerve, 
that his ſole reaſon for it was, his not being able 
to bear that other people ſhould be treated with a 
deference and reſpect that he and his followers had: 
been always ſtrangers to: neither from their con- 
duct did they deſerve it. 3 ö 
However, Alvaro and his men made a ſhift to 
reach St. Michael's, where Nunez de Guſman the 
. governor received them very tenderly, giving them 
good cloaths; for they had gone for a great while 
naked, and after. that. he ſhipped them off for: 
Mexico. ' '. > „ | 
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Ferdinand de Soto obtains lates 70 en Fler; , 
ts ennobled, and made governor of Cuba; his ti . 
character, and juvenile adventures; he arrives in 
Florida with a great force; he has ſeveral ſeirmiſhes 
"201th the" people; and ty chance meets Ortiz, who 
bad lived among the Indians many years; they come 
lo the dominions of Paraceſſi, and from thence pru- 
ceed to Cale, © without being able to recencile the ng- 
ves cerdialh to 1 8 


EITHER the ill ſucceſs of Narvaez, nor the 

hardſhips ſuſtained by his followers, could 
deter Ferdinand de Soto from trying what advan- 
tages were to be drawn from an expedition to Flo- 
rida; in ſupport of which he entreated the pro- 
tection of his catholic majeſty, which was not only 
readily granted, but alſo a commiſſion, appointing 
tim governor of Cuba, (that being a convenient 
place of arms) and preſident of Florida, un the 
ticle and rank of marquiſs. | | 
Ferdinand was a man of an aſpiring genius, en- 
dued with prudence and valour; he was fon to a 
gentleman of Badajoz, and had raiſed himſelf by 
his ſword ; he firſt went to the Indies with gover- 
Nor Peter Ark aias D'Avila, and afterwards attended 
Pizarro in the conqueſt of Peru, where his military 
virtues were remarkable ; and he was made lieu- 
tenant- general. | 

Having aſſembled about one thouſand men, and 
ten fail of ſhips, he ſet out for Cuba, and arrived 
at the port of St. Jago, after a proſperous 
voyage. This iſland is two hundred leagues long 
from eaſt to weſt, and between fourteen and fif- 
teen from north to ſouth: it has fix principal 


towns, the largeſt being St. Jago and Havannah, 
3 which 
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rich; there is good paſture for borſes, which thrive 
well here; alſo hogs and oxen; and green graſs all 


| the year: the ſoil is fertile, and bears figs, oranges, 
WE lemons, and ſeveral fruits well known in Europe, 
beſides many that thrive only in the American cli- 
mates; there is alſo. plenty of gold to be found 


* 


here. : ö EF f 


Having made ſome neceſſary regulations in this 
place, he left the government to the care of his 
wife; and reimbarked with nine hundred foot and 
. upwards of three hundred horſe, on the 12th of 
| May, 1539; and on the. iſt, anchored in the bay 


of the Holy Ghoſt, on the eaſt-ſide of the gulph 


of Mexico, in 27 degtees north latitude, landing 


about three hundred, men and. two hundred and 


| thirty horſes to lighten the ſhip, about two leagues 
| from a town belonging to a cacique called Ucita; 


and encamped them on the ſea- ſide, where next 
morning they ſuſtained an attack from, the Indians, 
which, as they were on their guard, they ſoon ren- 
dered ineffectull. VVV 

By degrees he brought all his men on ſhore, 


| except the ſailors, who in eight days piloted the 
ſhips up to the town; and Vaſquez Porcallo go- 
ing out to forage with ſeven men, was met by ſix 
Indians, Who diſcharged their arrows. at him: two 
of the Indians he killed, but the other four eſcaped, 
the men that purſued them falling with their horſes 
in a bog. „ 5 | 


> + 


The next day, the army, under the direction 


Jef Lewis de Moſcoſo, who acted as his major- 
general, marched into the town, where the gover- 
nor already was; it conſiſted of about eight houſes, 
the ſtrongeſt of which, built on an eminence, was 
1 the reſidence of Ucita, who had retired to the 
bills, fearing a retaliation of the ill uſage he had 


1 855 given 
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© which are well, peopled,. and drive a conſiderable 
trade; the bouſes are well-built, .and the people 
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given to ſome of Narvaez's followers, who had fal. 
Jen into his hands and been murdered. The houſe 
were all made of timber, covered with palm-tree 
leaves; and in one of them were found ſome pearls, 
threaded like beads, but dulled with ſmoke ; theſe 
the natives wear, by. way of ornament, about their 
/ ( 


. © "Gallegos was now ſent out with forty horſe and 


eighty foot to make ſome priſoners; and Lobillo 
being diſpatched another way with fifty ſoldiers, 
ſoon returned, bringing with them four female cap- 
tives, and fix of his men wounded, one of whom 
died.in a very little time ;. but, about two leagues 
from the town, the former met a party of Indians, 
armed with bows and arrows, marching in a regu- 
lar peaceable manner, on whom his people would 
have fallen, without waiting any command, had 

they not retired ſwiftly to the neighbouring woods, 
when they ſaw the Spaniards advance upon them 
in a hoſtile manner; however, one man ſtood to 
receive them, to transfix whom, a perſon of the 
name of Nieto had already raiſed his lance, when 
he made the ſign of the croſs, and cried out in 
Spaniſh, I am a Chriftian and a Spaniard ;. ſpare 
te me, and recal my ſcattered friends, to whom! 
«© owe my life, and whoſe intentions are peace- 
* able.” | 7 

This addreſs cauſed Gallegos to halt, who in. 
this perſon, ſo little differing in appearance from 
the Indians, diſcovered one of Narvaez's followers, 


called John Ortiz; on which he reſtrained the ill- 


timed ardour of his people, and encouraging the 
ſcattered Indians to return, brought them all ſafe- | 
ly to the camp, to the great ſatisfaction of Soto, 
who was more particularly pleafed with the acqut- 
ſition of Ortiz, as in him he hoped to find an in- 
terpreter, who would be of ſpecial ſervice to him 
in his future progreſs. 535 
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John Ortiz was of a good family in Seville; and, 
having followed the fortune of Narvaez, was by him 
diſpatched from Florida, with letters to his wife 
then in Cuba; but, on his return, fell into the 
hands of the Indians, together with another Spa- 
niard, whom they cut in pieces for making ſome 
ſort of defence; but Ortiz was brought to the ca- 
cique Ucita, who at firſt ordered him to be ſuſ- 
pended. over a ſlow fire, and roaſted alive; how-. 
ever, at the entreaty of his daughter, Ortiz was ſav- 


ed, and appointed to protect the dead bodies near 


the temple, from being carried away by the wolves, 
who were generally buſy at night, He was very 
near loſing his life; for, a wolf ran away with 


E- the child of an Indian chief, but was ſaved, up- 


on its being found dead with a dart which Ortiz: 
had ſtruck into its body, and the child lying near it 


unhurt. 


Some time after, Ucita being driven from this 


place by a neighbouring cacique, Ortiz loſt both his. 


poſt and favour; and it was already reſolved tofacri-- 
fice him to the devil; when ſhe, who had before ſav- 
ed him,. not only informed him of the danger,. but- 
directed him how and whither to eſcape, condut- 
ing him a part of the way herſelf, He now fell 
into the hands of Mucozo, to whom he promiſed: 


fidelity; and in return Mucozo aſſured him he. 


would forward his return home as much as poſ- 
hble, and allow him, without any reſtriction, to 
join the firſt Chriſtians he could hear of upon the 
coaſt; but this was an intelligence he now began 


to deſpair of, having been three years with Ucita, 
and nine years with Mucozo, who had treated him. 


always with great hoſpitality, and now ſent him 
with offers of peace and aſſiſtance to meet Soto, 
attended by ſome of his principal people. 

The governor uſed thoſe perſons who came with 


| Ortiz very humanely, entreating them to aſſure their 


Cacique, 
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with their captiye, in the hands of ſome Spaniards 


' * 
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cacique, that his kindneſs to this Chriſtian ſhould 


never be forgot, but repaid in the moſt gratefu] 


manner; and then he diſmiſſed them, having been 
by them informed of a territory, thirty leagues far- 


ther, belonging to a cacique called Paracoſſi, to 


whom Ucita and Mucozo paid tribute, and whoſe 
poſſeſſions were richer than any near the ſea- ſide. 
He was ſhortly after viſited by Mucozo in perſon, 


whom he received with great affability, and, found © 
him not only a man of good ſenſe, but alſo ſeem- 


ingly one who meant what he ſaid; a character not 
common among the Americans, nor indeed can we 
boaſt much of this ſincerity among the more civi- 
lized Europeans. 3 

Not long after this interview, Soto, in imitation of 
Cortes's conduct, in circumſtances not very different, 


ſent his ſhips, three or four coaſting veſſels except- 


ed, back to Cuba, with orders however to ſome 
of them to return at a certain time with proviſions: 
in one of them went Porcallo de Figuera, who for 
ſome time had had a difference with the governor, 
and was moreover diſcontented at finding ſo many 


moraſſes, and thick impenetrable woods, without 
a proſpect of treaſure to pay their toil, or Indians 


of whom to. make ſlaves, which were much wanted 
in the mines of Cuba, and'to ſearch for which was 
his principal inducement to this expedition, wherein 
he had a principal command, | | 
Though Soto behaved towards ſuch of the 
natives as fell in his way with great mildneſs, 


and took all poſſible care to prevent irregularities, 
they uſed ſuch Spaniards as they met with very in- 
differently; and having ſurprized a party that were 


foraging they took one priſoner, whom they ſtrip- 
ped naked; and when they thought themſelves out 
of danger, they ſat down to eat, drink, and be 
merry with their wives; whom they left, togetner 


that 


* 
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that purſued them; the women were all brought 

to Soto, who uſed them civilly, and then diſmiſſed. 

them.. am $273 antics / 

| Gallegos being ſent forward towards the domi- 

| nions of Paracoſſi, found it all the way a plentiful, 

| country, abounding with vines, walnuts, pine, 

| plum, oak, muberry, &c. beſides receiving in- 

| telligence of people, at a place called Cale, who 

| had plenty of proviſion, and much, gold, of which 
tkey made ſhields and head- pieces in their wars; 

| of all theſe things he ſent word to the governor, 
who prepared to follow him, leaving the care of 

| the ſhipping, with forty horſe, to-Calderon, whom 

| while he recommended to Mucozo, he ſtrictiy 
| charged to avoid offending the natives on any ac- 
count. FFV. „ 

In the mean time Gallegos had ſollicited a con - 
ference with Paracoſſi to no purpoſe; for he ſent 

| thirty of his people with very frivolous excuſes, 

| whom therefore Gallegos detained; and being now 

joined by Soto and all his men, they ſet forward 

towards Cale, the governor himſelf leading an ad- 

| Vanced patty of thirty horſe and ſeventy foot: hav- 

| Ing. paſſed through a town that was forſaken by the - - 
inhabitants, they came to a river where, the cur- 

| rent was very ſtrong, carrying away one of their | 

| horſes ; however, the reſt were brought over by __ 

means of a hauſer, and the men paſſed upon a 

bridge of old trees that lay contiguous to the wa- 

ter. In this march the Spaniards ſuffered a good. 

deal; for the country being deſerted, they found 

no ſuſtenance, except beet-roots, which they ate 

with ſalt and water; and the young maiz ſtocks, 

the maiz being not ripe as yet, and the proviſions 

0 po brought with them having been ſoon con- 

umed, 17 "Es 1 

At Cale they found maiz enough to ſerve them 

Por three months, but every man was obliged to 

| ff 0 
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pound his own proportion in a wooden mortar, 
and ſift the flour through their ſhirts of mail, which 
was fo very troubleſome, that ſome choſe rather 
to eat it parched ; nay, not eat it till compelled by 
neceſſity. The Indians had abandoned this town 
on the approach of the Spaniards, but kept lurking 
about a neighbouring lake, whence they made 3 
fally, and killed three of Soto's followers, as they 
were gathering maiz. 


CHAP. IV. 


They make twenty eight priſoners, the principal if 
"whom endeavours to trick them and eſcape, but i 
catched in his flight by a blood-hound ; they enter a 
territory belinging to three brothers; one of whim 

: continues their violent enemy; who lays a trap for 
© the dęſtruction of all the Spaniards, but is caugit 

. In it himſelf: a great inſtance If per ſeve· 

rance and reſolution, as well as Spaniſh generai); 
which is but ill requiied. | 

"A UGUST the rich, 1539, Soto left Cale; 
A and being attacked the ſame day by a patty 
of Indians, put them to flight, making twenty 
eight priſoners: ſoon after this engagement, a pel- 
ſon who pretended to be a cacique, came and en. 
treated their liberty, promiſing in return 2 good WW 
quantity of proviſion, and a guide for the army; the Wt! 
governor granted his requeſt, but however kept Wc 
him in ſafe cuſtody till he ſhould fulfil his agree” e 
ment: in order to which, he deſired to be con" i 

ducted within hearing of a party of Indians that 
ſkirted a neighbouring wood; but he broke dhe 
his keepers. as ſoon as he came in fight of them, © 
ran ſo ſwiftly, that it was impoſſible for a CH 
to pretend to putſue' him; whereupon Soto, 1 l 
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DISCOVERY OF FLORIDA. 23 


| was a Witneſs of his flight, ordered a hound that 
had been fleſhed to be ſet after him, which paſſing 
| many other Indians, ſeiſed the fugitive by the 
haunch, and held him till the captors came up, 
a circumſtance which frightened him fo exceſſively, 
that they were not only ſupplied with proviſion, 
but their guide alfo conducted them through a better 
| road than any they had paſſed for ſome time. 
In their march, however, they were often af- 
| failed by the natives, whom they ſtill repulſed with 
loſs; and having paſſed a moraſs, not without ſome 
| difficulty, they entered the province of Acuera, 
where they reſted twenty days, not without being 
| often alarmed by the natives; thence Soto pro- 
ceeded to Occali, where he was met by the ca- 
| cique, v hom he received with great affability 3 
and having got other guides from him, ' marched on 
| towards Vitacucho, a province about fifty leagues * 
in extent, under the government of three brothers, 
one of whom took to arms on the approach of 
Soto, refuſing all terms of peace, until ſome pri- 
ſoners being taken, were releaſed upon promiſing 
to carry a polite meſſage from the Spaniards to him, 


—— —_ m - — n bh AH 


wich they did; and in conſequence of it, he not 
only came to their camp, but alſo ſent his brothers 
J We vord of their civil behaviour, and kept them com- 
r- W pany ſome time, on 5 5 
- W (pon his brother's repreſentations, the youngeſt 
of the three entered into alliance with Soto; but 
ie che eldeſt, who was known by the name of the 
pt country, Vitacucho, detained all the meſſengers, 
e W-x<cpt one, by whom he reptoached his brothers 


or what they had done; and alſo ſent word to the 
Spaniards, that if they offered to enter his territo- 
es, he would put them to the cruelleſt tortures 
[at could be deviſed. To this menace Soto ſent 
an back ſuch an anſwer as ſpoke his contempt of it, 
7 nd at the ſame time gave the angry cacique ſuch 
oy 
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an-idea of his. reſolution, and the courage of hi 
followers, that he came in a peaceable manner, 
gallantly attended, to the Spaniſh quarters, where 
having apologized for his indiſcretion, he promiſed 
for the future his friendſhip ; and was diſmiſſed not 

a little pleaſed with his genteel reception. 
But his ſubmiſſion was barely external; for in 
the mean time he meditated the deſtruction «| 
the Spaniards; and ſelected ten thuuſand men, with 
which to cut them off the firſt favourable opportu- 
nity: however, having entruſted Soto's four inter: 
preters with his deſign, they applauded and en- 
couraged him to put it in execution; but revealed 
it to John Ortiz, who communicated it to the go- 
vernor, by whom he was ordered to keep it ſecret; 
at the-ſame time that he made uſe of proper pre- 
cautions to behave with the ſame freedom as uſual, 
and not give Vitacucho the ſmalleſt room to im Wi 
pine that be was diſcovered. = ü 
When the plot was ripe for execution, the lu. 
dians were drawn out very gaily trimmed, to the 
number of ten thouſand, upon a neighbouring plain, 
with a wood dn their left, and a lake on their right 
hand; every one baving his arrows covered wid 
graſs lying before him, which they were to ſez 
upon the word being given. Hither Vitacucho ii. 
vited the governor, as he ſaid, to ſhew him tit 
manner in which his people exerciſed ; the invit- 
tion was complied with, and in return, as the greit 
eſt compliment that could be paid to a prince, tt 
Spaniards were ordered to march the ſame day il} 
order of battle; with which the cacique, whom, (0 
prevent all ſuſpicion, Soto accompanied on foch 
having his armour privately under his coat, ei 
well pleaſed, as by that means, he imagined, i 
| ſhould have them all at once in the toil. 
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DISCOVERY OF FLORIDA. 28; 
When the two leaders came to a particular ſpot, 


a muſket, being the ſignal appointed for that pur- 
pole, was fired; on which Soto threw off his upper 


garment, ſeized Vitacucho, and delivered him to 


ſome of his people; then mounting his horſe head- 
ed his cavalry, which advanced quick, and bearing 
| down upon the main body of the Indians, made a 
vaſt ſlaughter of them, ſoon putting them to the 
| rout, ſome ſheltering themſelves in the covert of 
the wood, and others leaping into the lake. 

The Spaniards killed numbers of them as they 
| fed, and the muſkets and croſs-bows were turned 


zgainſt them who had taken the water, in order 


to compel them to ſurrender; but, being excellent 
| ſwimmers, they diſcharged their arrows as long as 
ever they laſted, mounting upon each others backs 
| to take the ſurer aim, whereby many of them were 
more fairly laid open to the croſs-bows and muſket- 
balls. Being at length exhauſted of weapons, they 
kept to the middle of the lake, which was but ſmall,” _ 
| hoping thereby to eſcape, but their ſtrength at laſt 
| failing them, ſeveral of them came to land and ſur- 
| rendered, whom the Spaniards helped out, and 
protected from harm, after they had remained 
above twenty hours in the water; however, ſeven 
| remained there ſtill, who ſeemed determined ra- 
| ther to periſh than ſubmit ; but at laſt, twelve Spa- 
| Dlards, who were excellent ſwimmers, and men of 
exeat ſtrength and aQivity, flung themſelves in, 
| ith their ſwords in their mouths, and catching 
W them by the hair of their heads Juſt as they were 
{ linking, brought them to land. 


Being examined by the governor, with regard 


© to their obſtinately perſiſting in their own deſtruc- 
| tron, the principal of them anſwered, that having 


deen entruſted with command, they thought they 


7 had no better way of convincing the cacique, that 
| their defeat was owing neither to want of cou- 


rage 


— 


thered, through his care of them, ſufficient ſtrength 


ceedings, which might otherwiſe be interpreted into 


being as uſual at dinner with Soto, 
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rage nor fidelity, but purely to ill fortune, than by 
dying with their honour. The governor, who 
was a man of courage himſelf, and prized it ver 

| highly in others, treated them with great cour. 
teſy; and when they were refreſhed, and had gz, 


after their fatigue, diſmiſſed them with preſents. of 
looking-glafles. and other trifles, that pleaſed them 
extremely, as being young men, and three. of them 
not more than eighteen, years old each; but firſ, 
to the other four, who were much older, and prin- 
ipal officers, he declared, in the preſence of their 
cacique, that they merited death for their treache- 
rous deſigns; but to convince them of the diffe- 
rence between, their, diſpoſitions and thoſe of Chriſ. 
tians, he forgave them, hoping that by.this example 
they would deport themſelves more honourably fot 
the future. 0 | : | 
Soto, who had great humanity about him, now 
endeavoured by mildneſs and affability to ſecure 
the fidelity of the Indians, not allowing any of his 
followers to chain their. priſoners, or put them to 
any very toilſome work; ſetting the cacique con- 
ſtantly at his own table, and allowing him the 
whole town to range through: this uſage he certain) 
was far from deſerving; for he ſet on foot, and vi- 
gorouſly abetted another conſpiracy againſt. the 
Spaniards, the conſequences of which, were. near 
being fatal to Soto and all his people; ſo true 
is the. obſervation, that there are. ſome people in 
whoſe nature vice is ſo firmly ingrafted, as was 
treachery in Vitacucho, that it can only. be. eradi- 
cated with life; and; the. experience of this, cer- 
tainly, gives a ſanction to the ſeverity of many pio · 


cruelty. | | 
On the ſeventh day after the battle, Vitacucho, 
ſtarted up 


: ſuddenly, 


© ſuddenly, and gave a loud cry; at the ſame time 
| fruck the governor with his clenched fiſt, and then 
| ſeizing him by the throat, attempted. to ſtrangle 
bim, after which he. fell with him to the ground; 
but was ſoon killed by ſome Spaniſh officers, and 


| every other Indian, fell upon the perſon to whoſe 
ſervice he was affigned, with whatever. weapon was 


wood, &c. nor was it without great difficulty they 


| pieces, and the remainder. tied to ſtakes, and ſhot 


0 death by the Indians of Paracoſſi, who had been. 
| for ſome time at liberty, and ſerved the Spaniards 


| very faithfully. 


| poſition to peace, the governor abandoned their do- 
E minions, and took a north-weſt rout towards Apa- 
lachen, a province of which he had heard ſome 
good accounts, where he arrived without any ma- 
terial accident in a very ſhort time; here he found 
{that Capaci, the cacique, had retired from the city, 
and fortified himſelf in a wood about eight leagues 
© diſtant. Thither Soto marched, attacked him in 


bis entrenchments ; and, after a very deſperate refiſ- 
i- W tance, took him priſoner, being a very infirm man, 


he and carried in a litter, putting his army entirely to 
ar the rout. But the Indians often afterwards infeſt- 


and proving otherwiſe very troubleſome, the ca- 


as eique promiſed to prevent theſe alarms, provided 
i. be was allowed to go among them a little way into 
be country; which was accordingly granted, he 
o- being ſent under a guard, who being not ſo care- 
to: al of him as they ſhould have been, he made 


his eſcape upon all-four, and was carried off un- 


Spaniards, 
yy 8 | 
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| the governor ſet at liberty: at the very ſame inſtant, 


next to hand, ſuch as pots, fire-brands, logs of 
| were quelled; moſt of them being at length cut to 


Vitacucho's brothers ſtill perſiſting in their diſ- 


ing his camp, ſurpriſing his people in ſmall parties, 


non to his keepers by ſome of his people. The 
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abs DISCOVERY: or FLORIDA, 


Spaniards, when they miſſed him, to excuſe them. 
ſelves told Soto, that Capaci had, certainly flown 


from them through the air: to which aſſertion he 
calmly anſwered ; ** That it was not unlikely, for 


the Indians were certainly ſorcerers:“ not that 


this was his ſerious opinion, but bis anſwer was 


only in deriſiqh of them who could ſuppoſe it. 


It being the month bf October, and winter ad: 
vancing upon them, Soto reſolved to paſs that ſea] 
ſon here; for which purpoſe, Lewis Moſcoſo his| 
major general quartered his people within a league 
or a league and a half of the town; the country 
all round yielding ſtore of French- beans; and plumz 
better than any to be found in opting and plenty 


of maiz. 1 4 a 4 
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+ Ead of the Second Veruux. 
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